VOLUME  224,  FEBRUARY  1 


0U|  ‘  AJ0S  6u!i!B|/\| 

s.aoaaou 

aivd 

aovisod  s  n 

3i  vu  xina 


rand  Marina  is  your  home  away  from  home.  It’s  your  scenic  getaway  for  total  relaxation.  Grand 
Marina  is  well  protected  in  more  than  one  way.  With  its  beautiful  landscaping  and  uncompromised 
amenities  you 


have  everything  you  need 
to  enjoy  your  beloved 
investment  to  the  fullest. 
It’s  time  to  demand  more 
from  your  marina  than  a 
spot  to  tie  up  your  boat. 
It’s  time  to  wake  up  to 
Grand  Marina! 


hasy  (terns  b\ 


Call  for  Guest  Berth  availability . 


WM 


•  Over  400  Concrete  Berths  30-60  ft.  • 

•  Secured  Gatehouses  (Key  Accessed  Only) 

•  Dockside  Electrical  (up  to  50  A  -  220  V)  • 

•  Cable  TV  &  Telephone  Services  • 

•  Trailerable  Dry  Storage  • 

•  Heated  &  Tiled  Restrooms  with  * 

Individual  Showers  * 

•  Full  Service  Fuel  Dock  &  Mini  Mart  ♦ 

•  Sailboat  &  Powerboat  Brokers  On  Site  • 


^ ■  gentry-anderson 

60  Ton  TRAVELIFT 

2  Acre  Do-It-Yourself  Boatyard  Leasing  Office  Open  Daily 

Complete  Service  Facilities 

Chandlery  (800)  65-BERTH 

Electronics  Sales  &  Service  (510)  865- 1 200 

Engine  Maintenance  6c  Repair 

Machine/Prop  Shop  2099  0rand  SmM 

Rrgging  Shop  Alameda,  CA  94501 

Canvas  Work  and  Woodworking 


i 
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It’s  a  Family  Affair 


The  Pitcairn  family  -  Andrew  and  Alex, 
son  Mark  and  daughter  Emma  -  is  a 
sailing  family.  They  race  and  cruise 
Pegasus,  their  F-27  trimaran,  every 
chance  they  get. 

Andrew  and  Alex  share  duties  as 
skipper,  often  racing  double-handed. 
12-year-old  Mark  gets  the  best  starts, 
according  to  Dad,  drawing  on  several 
years  of  dinghy  experience  in  the  Bay's 
best  junior  programs.  And  wheelchair- 
bound  Emma,  age  15,  delights  in 
spending  an  afternoon  on  the  kind  of 
stable  platform  only  a  mliltihull  can 
provide. 

The  Pitcairns  and  Pegasus,  current 
champion  of  the  multihull  division  of 
the  Yacht  Racing  Association,  are  an 
excellent  test  of  the  speed  and  dura¬ 
bility  of  their  equipment.  Sb  jt  comes 
as  no  surprise  that  they  chose  Pine¬ 
apple  Sails  to  give  them  their  com¬ 
petitive  edge.  Their  Kevlar  main  was 
new  for  1995.  The  Kevlar  furling  jib 
has  two  seasons  to  its  credit  and  “still 
looks  like  new.” 

Call  us  today  and  let’s  talk  about 
putting  Pineapple  Sails  on  your  boat. 

Join  the  family! 


*Pegasus 


DEALER  FOR:  Musto  Foul  Weather  Gear  &  Headfoi!  2 

Sails  in  need  of  repair  may  be  dropped  off  at: 

West  Marine  Products  in  Oakland  or  Stockton 
Svendsen’s  in  Alameda  &  Seabird  Sailing  Center  in  Berkeley 
Bay  Riggers  in  Sausalito 


PINEAPPLE  SAILS 

Phone  (510)  444-4321 
Fax  (510)  444-0302 


‘Powered  by  Pineapples 


123  SECOND  STREET,  OAKLAND,  CALIFORNIA  94607 
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Photo  by  J.  H.  Peterson 


SABRE  BROKERAGE 

34'  SABRE,  1991 . $109,000 

36'  SABRE,  1986 . 98,500 

38'  SABRE,  1991  . 189,000 

42'  SABRE,  1989 . 176,000 


ALDEN  SCHOONER 


INC 


Dealer  For: 

Beneteau  •  Isl.  Packet  •  Sabre 
1230  Brickyard  Cove  Rd. 
Point  Richmond,  CA  94801 

(510)  236-2633 

Fax  (510)  234-0118 


SELLERS: 

We  Attract  Buyers! 

Many  of  our  clients  visit 
us  to  view  our  new 
boats.  This  traffic 
also  generates 
used  boat  sales. 

We  Need  Your  Listing 
to  Sell  Your  Boat! 


May  We  Assist  You? 

Our  staff  has  over  90  years  of  sailing 
experience.  We  specialize  in  fitting  our  clients' 
needs  and  budgets(with  the  right  boats  for  them. 
We  have  helped  hundreds  of  people  realize  their 
boating  dreahis  from  extended  world  cruising  and 
ocean  racing  to  Bay  sailing.  Our  consultative 
approach  doesn'Mimit  our  recommendations  to 
the  boats  right  outside  our  office.  We  want  you  to 
have  the  right  boat,  not  just  a  boat. 


Some  of  our 
Personal  Favorites 
for  Offshore  Cruising 


FARALLON  30 


Passport  40, 42, 47, 51 
Mason  43, 44, 53, 64 
Nordic  44  •  Norseman  447 
Island  Packet  29, 32, 35, 38 
Caliber  38, 40  •  Grealock  37 
LaFeit  43  •  Rafiki  37  •  Taswell  43 
Beneteau  510, 42, 45f5, 38, 430 
Sabre  42  •  Freedom  42/45 
Oyster  435, 46, 51, 61 
Pearson  424  •  Slocum  43 


BENETEAU  305  . $35,900 


BEST  BROKERAGE  BUYS 


$32,500 


MORGAN  41 . $74,500 


BENETEAU  42 


SAIL 

27'  CASCADE,  1981 . $19,500 

27'  SEA  RAY,  1982,  engine  overhaul  ..  23,000 
27'  SUN  YACHT,  1977,  diesel,  wheel ..  1 1,000 

27'  ISLAND  PACKET,  1988 . 55,000 

30'  FARALLON  great  cruiser,  1976 . 32,500 

30'  CATALINA,  radar,  loaded,  1979  ...  19,950 

31 '  ISLAND  PACKET,  1986 . 69,000 

33'  APHRODITE  101,  Danish,  1979  25,500 

34'  HUNTER,  1983 . 45,000 

35'  HUNTER  35.5,  1991 . 69,900 

35'  ISLAND  PACKET,  1989 . 129,000 

38'  ISLAND  PACKET,  1989 . 139,500 

41'  MORGAN  0/1  KETCH,  1978 . 74,500 

42'  CATALINA,  1985  .  124,900 

45'  HANS  CHRISTIAN  KETCH,  1976..  150,000 


52'  ALDEN  SCHOONER,  1932,  restored  75,000 

I  BENETEAU  BROKERAGE 
35'  BENETEAU  305, 1985  . $35,900 

35'  BENETEAU  FIRST  35s5,  1993  . 82,000 

40'  BENETEAU  OCEANIS  400,  1994 . 169,000 

42'  BENETEAU  FIRST  42, 1985  . 99,000 

43'  BENETEAU  430,  1990 . 139,000 


Boats  listed  in  bold  are 
located  in  Richmond. 


Page  4  •  •  February,  1996 


CONTENTS 

subscriptions 

6 

calendar 

20: 

letters 

28 

loose  lips 

76 

sightings 

82 

arc  -  modest  expectations 

100 

peter  sutter 

1 1 0 

corinthian  midwinters 

116 

yra  entry  form 

121 

south  pacific  primer 

122 

max  ebb 

130 

hot  rally,  part  II 

134 

world  of  chartering 

138 

the  racing  sheet 

148 

changes  in  latitudes 

158 

classy  classifieds 

1 72 

advertisers'  index 

182? 

brokerage 

184 

COVER  PHOTO:  Latitude  38/Rob 
Here  are  the  clews;  you  figure  it  out! 

Graphic  Design:  Colleen 
Copyright  1996  Latitude  38  Publishing  Co.,  Inc. 


Latitude  38  welcomes  editorial  contributions  in  the  form  of  stories,  anecdotes 
photographs  -  anything  but  poems,  please;  we  gotta  draw  the  line  some 
where.  Articles  with  the  best  chance  at  publication  must  1)  pertain  to  a  Wes 
Coast  or  universal  sailing  audience,  2)  be  accompanied  by  a  variety  d 
pertinent,  in-focus  black  and  white  (preferable)  or  color  prints  with  identified 
tion  of  all  boats,  situations  and  people  therein;  and  3)  be  legible.  Anything  yoi 
want  back  must  be  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelopej 
Submissions  not  accompanied  by  an  .SASE  will  not  be  returned.  We  also  advist 
that  you  not  send  original  photographs  or  negatives  unless  we  specifically 
request  them;  copies  will  workjustfine.  Notification  time  varies  with  ourworkloac 
but  generally  runs  four  to  six  weeks.  Please  don't  contact  us  before  then  b: 
phone  or  mail.  Send  all  submissions  to  Latitude  38,  P.O.  Box  1 678,  Sausalito,  C/'i 
94966.  For  more  specific  information,  request  writers'  guidelines  from  the  abov« 
address. 


PASSAGE 

YACHTS 


BOAT 


Largest  Daily 
Display  of  Sailboats 


Beneteau 


DID  YOU  KNOW?... 

There  are  more 
Beneteau  yachts 
cruising  the  world's 
oceans  than  any  other 
builder's  boats. 

WHY? 

Superior  engineering  for 
tough  offshore  duty  and  fast 
passages.  Strong,  comfortable, 
easy  to  sail,  elegant. 

Although  considered  by 
many  experts  as  some  of  the 
world's  best  yachts,  Beneteau 
prices  are  competitive  with 
those  recreational  boats  built 
for  a  life  in  sheltered  waters. 

Combining  quality  with 
affordability,  Beneteau  has 
become  the  world's  largest 
boat  builder. 

You  too  can  step  into  the 
world  of  sailing.  By  acting  on 
your  dream  you  will  insure  that 
your  dream  will  indeed  come 
true.  Stop  by  and  see  us. 

Next  stop . 

your  imagination  is  the  limit!!! 

Passage  Yachts 
Represents  qualify,  value, 
affordability. 


Great  Singlehander 


Compare  $111 ,980  Sailaway 

WIUJSjMW 


OCEANIS  351 


Elegant  Cruiser 


-.1 _ '■  j 

Compare  $182,280  Sailaway 


SLAND  PACKET 


Fast  Passage  Maker 


Compare  $219,280  Sailaway 


ISLAND  PACKET 


~  -*  '  "1  <v  .  .trs.®* 

,  .  ••  ;  o  -«•> 
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OCEANIS  50 


Luxurious  Speed 


BENETEAU 


SBH 

L. - > 

7%-)  '  ;  m 


IP  45 


Compare  $273,850 


D  PACKET 


Dealer  For:  Beneteau  •  Isl.  Packet  •  Sabre 
1 230  Brickyard  Cove  Rd. 

Point  Richmond,  CA  94801 

(510)  236-2633 

Fax  (510)  234-0118 


Beautiful,  Ultra-Fast 


BENETEAU  ISLAND  PACKET  SABRE 
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SMALL  YACHT 
DIVISION 


YACHTS 

\ 


Quality  Yachts 
Under  $30,000 

(510)  814-0400 


32'  ISLANDER . 24,950 

Popular  Bay  &  coastal  boat. 


34'  COLUMBIA . 19,900 

Huge  interior,  make  an  offer. 


Affordable  Mexico  cruiser.  Performance  family  sailer. 


25'  DUFOUR . . . New  Listing 

25'  C&C,  '74 . $9,500 

25'  LANCER,  '76,  trailer . $3,950 

25'  BAHAMA . $8,500 

26'  CHEOY  LEE,  '71,  diesel .  $15,000 

27'  CAL,  '77,  new  diesel . $1 2,000 

27'  CATALINA,  '82 . $12,500 

27'  ERICSON .  2  from  $12,900 

27’  O'DAY, '88,  diesel  . $16,900 

28'  ERICSON,  28+ . $18,900 

28'  PEARSON . $19,000 


29'  CAL . $15,900 

29'  ERICSON . 2  from  $9,995 

30'  CATALINA . New  Listing 

30'  SANTANA . $20,500 

30'  HUNTER,  '76,  diesel  . $16,900 

30'  ODYSSEY,  '75,  diesel  ...  $19,900 

30'  PEARSON . $19,900 

32'  ISLANDER . $24,950 

34'  COLUMBIA  MK  II . $19,500 

35'  CHEOY  LEE,  wood . $25,000 

35'  CHEOY  LEE  LION . $27,500 


GRAND  OPENING 
of  our  new  office  in 
.  Simpson  Bay,  St  Martin 
Sales  •  Charter  Placement  •  Deliveries  •  Insurance 
Save  Big  $$$  ort  Cats  and  Monohulls! 


MULTIHULLS 


40'  BROWN  TRI... 59,950  37'  PROUT,  1985 . 128,500 

Recent  upgrades,  good  condition.  Solid  bluewater  cruising  cat. 


A  Sample  of  Cats  Worldwide 


32'  Fountaine  Pajot . $104,000 

37'  Prout . $128,500 

37'  Fountaine  Pajot . $149,900 

39'  Privilege . $224,900 


39'  Foutaine  Pajot..  2  from  $149,500 


39'  Polynesia . $143,500 

42'  Lagoon . $229,000 

42'  Fountaine  Pajot . $315,000 

44'  Fountaine  Pajot . $199,000 

47'  Lagoon . $330,000 

50'  Prout . $349,000 


Dealers  for  Catamarans 

Bay  Island  Yachts  (510)  814-0400 

2099  Grand  Street,  Alameda,  CA  94501  •  (FAX)  814-8765 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


□  Enclosed  is  $26.00  for  one  year 

Third  Class  Postage  (Delivery  time  2-3  weeks;  Postal  Service  will  not 
forward  third  class,  so  you  must  make  address  change  with  us  in  writing.) 

□  Third  Class  Renewal  (current subscription) 

□  Enclosed  is  $50.00  for  one  year 

First  Class  Postage  (Delivery  Time  2  to  3  days) 

(Canada:  First  Class  Only) 

CH  First  Class  Renewal  (current  subscription) 

□  Gift  Subscription  -  Gift  Card  to  read  from: 


We  regret  that 
we  cannot 
accept  foreign 
subscriptions, 
nor  do  we  bill  (or 
subscriptions,. 
Check  or  money 
ordenmsl 
accompany 
subscription 
request. 


Name 

t 

\ 

Address 

City  State  Zip 

^  Please  allow  4-6  weeks  to  process  changes/additions,  plus  delivery  time. 


INDIVIDUAL  ISSUE  ORDERS 

Current  issue  =  $5.00  •  With  classy  ad  placed  =  $3.00 
Back  Issues  =  $7.00  (must  indicate  exact  issue  by  month  or  vol.  #) 


DISTRIBUTION 

□  We  have  a  marine-oriented  business/yacht  club  in  Califor¬ 
nia  which  will  distribute  copies  of  Latitude  38.  (Please  fill 
out  your  name  and  address  and  mail  it  to  the  address 
below.  Distribution  will  be  supplied  upon  approval.) 

□  Please  send  me  further  information  for  distribution 

outside  California.  N 


Business  Name 

Type  of  Business 

Address 

City 

State  Zip 

County 

Phone  Number 

"we  go  where  the  wind  blows" 

Publisher  &  Executive  Editor . Richard  Spindler,  ext.  lit 


Bookkeeping . 

General  Manager . 

Production . 

Production . 

Production . 

Advertising . 

Advertising . 

Associate  Editor . 

Managing  Editor . 

Contributing  Editors . 

. .  Paul  Kamen,  Andy  Turpin,  Shimon  Van  Collie 

Directions  to  our  office . 
Classifieds . 

Subscriptions . 

Distribution . 

Editorial . 

email . 

New  ★★ . l38ed@aol.com 

P.O.  Box  1678,  Sausalito,  CA  94966  •  (415)  383-8200  Fax:  (415)  383-5816 
Please  address  all  correspondence  by  department  name. 
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2099  GRAND  STREET  A  ALAMEDA,  CALIFORNIA  94501  A  (510)  814-0400  FAX  (510)  814-8765 


57'  CUSTOM  STEEL  175,000 

Great  world  cruiser/liveaboard. 


YACHTS 


41 '  PERRY . 69,500  43'  GULFSTAR,  1977  38'  KAISER . 44,900 

Affordable  bluewater  cruiser.  After  a  new  epoxy  bottom  and  installation  of  new  instruments,  electric  windlass  and  much  New  bottom  &  price,  need  new  owner. 

more,  these  owners  have  had  a  change  of  plans  and  are  reluctantly  putting  this  world 
cruiser  up  for  sale.  Stop  by  to  see  or  call  for  info  package  &  pictures.  Asking  $89,900. 


(510)  814-0400 


DEALERS  FOR:  ]J!R7FSh!  A 


CATAMARANS 


41' FREEPORT . 86,950 

Great  liveaboard/full  electronics. 


40'  ENDEAVOUR,  1982 

Owners  have  just  relocated  back  east  reduced  the  price  and  are  anxious  for  a  quick  sale. 
She's  in  great  condition  and  is  located  at  our  dock  for  your  easy  viewing.  Take  a  look  and 
make  an  offer,  but  you  better  hurry  as  I  don't  think  she'll  be  here  long.  Now  $84,900. 


50'  MARINER  PILOTHOUSE,  1979 

There  have  been  so  many  upgrades  to  this  vessel  in  the  last  year  it  would  be  impossible 
to  list  them  all.  This  is  a  very  sturdy  offshore  sailer  with  the  safety  and  comfort  of  inside 
steering.  She  has  the  toys  and  is  ready  to  go  anywhere.  At  our  dock,  asking  $249,000. 


38' WEST  INDIES . 79,900 

Charlie  Morgan-designed  world  cruiser. 


34'  ERICSON  34T  ...39,900 
New  bottom,  topside  paint  and  more. 


35'  CHRIS  CRAFT .  33,500 

Affordable  center  cockpit  cruiser. 


29'  HUNTER  LEGEND  52,000 

Virtually  a  new  boat  at  a  great  price. 


50'  BOC . 129,750 

Reduced;  very  anxious  for  offer. 


Additional  Quality  Listings 


25’  C&C . $9,500 

26'  CHEOYLEE .  $15,000 

27'  O'DAY . $16,900 

27'  CATAUNA,  '82  .  $12,500 

27'  ERICSON,  '78  .  $12,900 

28’  PEARSON '79 .  $19,000 

28'  ERICSON,  28+,  '81  .  $18,900 

29'  HUNTER  29.5,  '94 .  $52,000 

29’  ERICSON . from  $12,900 

30'  SANTANA .  $20,500 

30'  ODYSSEY .  $19,900 

30'  HUNTER . $15,900 

30'  PEARSON .  $19,950 

32'  ISLANDER .  $24,950 

34'  COLUMBIA .  $19,500 

34'  FORMOSA  CC .  $34,500 

34'  ERICSON  34T .  $39,900 

34'  ALOHA,  '83 . $58,900 

35'  CHALLENGER,  '74 .  $35,000 

35'  CHEOY  LEE  LION .  $25,000 

35'  CHEOY  LEE  LION,  glass  ....  $27,950 


35'  HINCKLEY,  57 .  $55,000 

35'  CHRIS  CRAFT . $33,500 

36'  C&L . $29,000 

36'  CATALINA .  $49,900 

37'  PROUT  SNOWGOOSE,  '86  $128,000 

38'  KAISER,  ’72 .  $44,900 

38'  WEST  INDIES .  $79,900 

40'  BROWN  TRI,  '76  .  $60,000 

40’  CHEOY  LEE  MIDSHIPMAN.  $69,000 

40'  ENDEAVOUR,  '82 .  $84,900 

41’  FREEPORT .  $87,900 

41 '  PERRY,  '80 .  $69,500 

43'  GULFSTAR .  $89,500 

44'  HARDIN . $125,000 

45'  JEANNEAU,  '85 .  $1 19,000 

47'  CELERE .  NEW  $399,500 

50'  COLUMBIA . 2  from  $109,900 

50'  BOC  RACER .  $129,500 

50'  CHEOY  LEE,  ’66 .  $98,000 

57'  STEEL  MOTORSAILER .  $175,000 

More  than  40  boats  are  now  on  display  at  our  dock! 


sue 

NOT 


Mike  Clausen  •  Neil  Riley 
Chuck  Sorensen  •  Dave  Wolfe 
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THE  CITY'S  COMPLETE 
YACHT  REPAIR  CENTER 
AND 

MARINE  SUPPLY  STORE! 


30  AND  40  TON 
TRAVE  LIFTS 


.  80-TON  DRY  DOCK 

835  China  Basin  St.,  San  Francisco  •  Foot  of  Mariposa  Street 

(415)  626-3275  or  toll  free  (800)  626-1662 

*  \ 
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NEW  SPINNAKERS 
REPAIRS,  RECUTS 
ON  ALL  SAILS 
CANVAS  WORK 


Dealer  for: 


Musto  Weather  Gear 
ATN  Spinnaker  Sock 

SPINNAKER  SHOP 

921  E.  CHARLESTON 
PALO  ALTO,  CA  94303 

41  5  858  •  1  544 


SPINNAKER  SHOP  IS  A  DIVISION  OF  PRECISION  TECHNICAL  SEWING  INC. 


Over 
20  years 
experience 


EXPERT  DESIGN  AND  ^ 
CONSULTA  TION  SERVICES^ 


1053 A  17th  Ave. 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95062 


Replacement  spars  •  Mast  kits 

Navtec  rod  rigging  •  Insurance  work 

Mast  parts:  goosenecks,  sheaves,  spreaders,  etc. 
Discounts  on  halyards,  standing  rigging,  deck 
hardware,  furlers,  Navtec  integral  cylinders 
Bay  Area  pickup  and  delivery 
Fabrication  •  Repair 


. 
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42'  CAMPER  &  NICHOLSON,  1974 
Cruise  veteran.  Loaded  and  beautiful. 
Asking  $100,000 


39'  PRIVILEGE  (French) 
CATAMARAN,  1990. 
Ready  for  fast  cruising.  Loaded. 
Reduced  to  $215,000. 


40’  BRISTOL,  1982 
By  Ted  Hood.  i 
Sleek,  practical,  comfortable  cruiser. 
Asking  $99,000. 


39'  WESTSAIL  SLOOP,  1980. 
Heavily  built  performance  cruiser. 
Asking  $115,000. 


30'  SCHOCK  Sloop,  '38 . 23,000 


35’  CORONADO,  74 . 32,000 


35'  CHALLENGER  Sloop,  77  .  30,000  43'  SEA  FINN  M.S.  KETCH,  '92 


. 24,000 

44'  NORSEMAN  447 . 

.  219,000 

.....  115,000 

46'  &  48'  AMEL . 

. 59,000 

47'HYLAS,  '88 . 

..  229,000 

47'  CLASSIC  SWEDISH  KETCH,  ’36 . 

...  31,000 

.....  260,000 

53’  CUSTOM  SLOOP,  ’85  (Sweden) ... 

.  275,000 

44'  CHERUBINI 
KETCH,  1981. 
One  of  the  world's 
most  beautiful. 
Asking  $245,000. 


40’  CHEOY  LEE 
KETCH,  1977 
Clean,  sturdy  aft 
cabin  cruiser. 
Asking  $69,500 


72'  DEERFOOT,  1985 
Taken  one  family  'round  the  world. 
Ready  for  your  family. 
Asking  $450,000. 


35’  NIAGARA  SLOOP,  1981. 

A  sturdy  cruiser  by  Hinterhoeller 
(Nonsuch)  in  great  shape. 
Asking  $67,500. 


36’  FREEDOM  SLOOP,  1986 

Gary  Mull  design. 

Cruise  ready. 

Asking  $105,000. 


44'  HARDIN  KETCH,  1978 
Clean,  cutter  rigged. 
Cruise  ready. 
Asking  125,000. 


49'  CT  CUTTER,  1986. 
Teak  decked,  streamline  baby 
has  it  all.  Asking  $219,000. 


I  TOP  QUALITY  LISTINGS  ACCEPTED 
FOR  SHARED  BERTH  RENTAL 
AT  FORTMAN  MARINA. 


Buyers  &  Sellers 

J  34'  ATKINS  KETCH  CUTTER,  1961 

1  We  reach  a  worldwide  market.  Totally "^jsS'er cruiser 


475 


'Everyone  Needs  a  Bigger  Boat " 


KENSINGTON  YACHT  &  SHIP  BROKERS 


WEST  BAY 
Gate  5  Road,  Sausalito 

(415)  332-1707 

FAX  (415)  332-1726 


TWO 

CONVENIENT 

LOCATIONS 


EAST  BAY 

Fortman  Marina,  1535  Buena  Vista,  Alameda 

(510)  865-1777 


FAX  (510)  865-8789 


BUC 

NET, 
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★  Open  Boat  Weekend  •  Feb.  10  &  11  •  FARALLONE  YACHT  SALES  •  Marina  Village  ★ 


farallone  yacht  sales 


East  Bav  Brokeraae- 

Farallone  Yacht  Sales 

43'  Westsail,  1974 

.  89,000 

36'  Catalina,  1995 .. 

36'  Catalina,  1985 .. 

....  new  listing  57,500 

36'  Catalina,  1983  .. 

.  44,500 

35'  Hunter,  1990  .... 

.  66,900 

30'  Nonsuch  Ultra,  1986  .  89,500 

30'  Wyliecat,  1992 

.  42,500 

30'  Catalina,  1989 .. 

.  34,500 

30'  Catalina,  1983  .. 

....  new  listing  29,500 

30'  Catalina,  1982 .. 

sale  pending  25,900 

30'  Hunter,  1990  .... 

. new  listing  46,500 

30'  Hunter,  1976  .... 

. new  listing  22,500 

28'  Pearson,  1978 .. 

. 13,900 

27'  Catalina,  1985 .. 

sale  pending  20,000 

27'  Catalina,  1984 .. 

. 17,500 

26'  Voyager,  1980 .. 

. 18,500 

26'  Nonsuch  Ultra,  1986  .  new  listing  48,900 

26'  Nonsuch  Ultra,  1986  reduced  41,500 

NONSUCH  26  (2) 
From  $41,500 


MORGAN  41  OUT  ISLAND 
Reduced  $69,995 


HUNTER  35.5,  1990 
Lots  of  equipment 


IRWIN  35, 1986 
Reduced  $39,995 


West  Bav  Brokeraae  -  Eaale  Yacht  Sales 

41' 

Morgan  Out  Island,  '79 

.  72,995 

36' 

Cheoy  Lee  Luder's,  '76 

.  32,995 

36' 

Catalina,  '85 . 

.  54,995 

36' 

Catalina,  '84,  loaded .... 

.  49,995 

35' 

Coronado,  diesel . 

.  32,000 

35' 

Ericson,  '74,  furling . 

.  22,995  1 

35' 

Inwin,  '86,  diesel . 

.  39,995 

31' 

Seafarer,  '74 . 

. 9,995 

30’ 

Catalina' . 

....3  from  19,995 

30' 

Islander,  71 . 

30' 

Pearson,  74 . 

must  sell  14,995 

30' 

Ericson,  '69 . 

....  2  from  12,995 

28' 

Newport,  78,  diesel . 

. 8,995 

27' 

Ericson,  74 . 

27' 

Catalina . 

26' 

Soverel,  75,  full  race ... 

. S1L995 

25' 

Coronado,  '65 . 

24' 

Islander,  '63 . 

23' 

Pearson,  Electra . 

. 3,495 

POWER 

24' 

Bayliner,  '87 . 

. 11,995 

A  farallone  yacht  sales 

1070  MARINA  VILLAGE  PARKWAY  #104 
ALAMEDA,  CA  94070 

(510)  523-6730 


East  Bay 


West  Bay 

S^c  4^5 ze4t  Sa£e& 

1966  COYOTE  POINT  DRIVE 
SAN  MATEO,  CA  94401 

(415)  342-2838 


Catalina^. 


Yachts 


Building  the  most 
popular  sailboats  on 
the  market  requires 
up-to-date  thinking. 

For  25  years, 

Catalina  has  led  the 
industry  with  quality 
designs. 

Construction  and 
performance  are 
second  to  none... 

Morgan  Yachts 
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BUG 

NGT 


San  Francisco's  Yacht  Broker  Since  1969 


SAIL 


30'  Catalina 

34,000 

32'  Beneteau 

69,500 

34'  Hunter 

37,000 

34'  11:Metre  starting  at  19,500 

36'  CS 

69,000 

37'  Express 

80,000 

37'  Express 

92,500 

37'  Grand  Soleil 

59,500 

37'  Baltic 

89,900 

38'  Baltic  2  starting  at  1 14,000 

40'  One  Ton 

35,000 

42’  Baltic  2  starting  at  159,000 

45'  Custom  S  &  S 

119,000 

37'  EXPRESS  sistership  $92,500 


36'  CS,  1985 


$69,000 


36'  GRAND  BANKS,  '81  $114,500 


32'  BENETEAU,  1990  $69,500 


38'  BALTIC,  1983  $114,000 


i  #  » 

m  . 


42'  BALTIC,  1984  $1 59,000 


POWER 

24' 

Farallon 

37,800 

30' 

Wellcraft 

37,500 

31' 

Tiara 

55,000 

32' 

Fairbanks 

75,000 

33' 

Chris  Craft 

35,000 

33’ 

Egg  Harbor 

75,000 

34' 

Mainship 

49,500 

35' 

Bertram 

79,500 

36’ 

Formula 

129,000 

36' 

Grand  Banks  starting  at  99,500 

38' 

Trojan 

99,000 

38' 

Mediterranean 

185,000 

38’ 

Chris  Craft 

39,900 

46' 

Hatteras 

219,000 

47' 

Stephens 

195,000 

49' 

Alaskan  Trawler 

140,000 

50' 

Stephens 

115,000 

52' 

Defever 

275,000 

56' 

Stephens 

295,000 

57' 

Chris  Craft 

155,000 

65' 

Motor  Yacht 

265,000 

■■■ 


10  MARIXABLVD.  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94123  •  PHONE  (415)  567-8880  •  FAX  (415)  567-6725  •  e-mail  swan@sirius.com 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


Nautor  SWAN's  30th  Anniversary  Special  Pricing 

If  you  have  always  dreamed  of  owning  a  Swan,  you  can  now  stop  dreaming.  In  celebration  of 
Nautor's  30th  anniversary,  the  factory  is  offering  special  pricing  on  the  Swan  36,  40,  44,  46,  and 
48  models.  Nautor  has  not  only  developed  special  pricing,  but  they  have  included  a  full  array 
of  gear  including  sails  and  electronics,  so  that  your  new  Swan  will  truly  be  a  'sail-away'  package. 
Your  new  Swan  will  be  so  complete,  we  will  even  provide  the  charts  and  champagne.  Call  us 
today  for  a  brochure  and  more  information  on  the  Swan  of  your  dreams. 

JslRti 


SWAN  59  Perseverence  (1985) 

This  Frers  design  has  a  spacious  interior  layout  featuring  a 
centerline  queen  berth  and  stall  shower  in  the  private 
owner's  stateroom.  Her  generator,  air-conditioning  and 
deck  layout  including  electric  winches,  make  her  the  per¬ 
fect  cruising  Swan.  Nautor's  robust  construction  and  her 
full  keel  make  her  an  ideal  offshore  yacht.  Offered  for  sale 
by  her  original  owner  and  priced  well  below  any  other  Swan 
59.  This  is  truly  an  outstanding  buy  at  $595,000.  Call  us 
today  for  specifications  and  an  appointment  for  a  private 
showing. 


SWAN  651  Livia  (1985) 

Livia  is  the  perfect  cruising  yacht  with  a  shallow  draft,  bulb 
keel  which  was  designed  by  German  Frers.  She  is  excep¬ 
tionally  easy  to  sail  by  a  short  crew  due  to  her  custom 
Reckman  roller  furling  mast,  hydraulic  genoa  roller  furling 
system  and  hydraulic  Lewmar  Commander  winch  system. 
Her  interior  features  spacious  living  quarters  and  a  very 
large  main  salon  all  of  which  is  surrounded  by  Nautor's 
world  renown  craftsmanship.  The  equipment  list  on  Livia  is 
very  extensive  with  ship-grade  autopilot,  72-mile  radar, 
GPS  with  plotter  and  watermaker.  Her  decks  are  in  excel¬ 
lent  condition  as  the  vessel  has  been  under  the  care  of  her 
meticulous  captain.  Please  call  for  more  details  on  this 
once  in  a  lifetime  opportunity.  Asking$1 ,050,000.  (Antigua) 


NAUTOKs 

SWAN 

Paul  Kaplan  Co.  10  Marina  Boulevard  San  Francisco  CA  94123  USA  Tel  415  567  6703 


SWAN  441  Patty  Sue  (1979)  sistership  photo 

This  Swan  441  is  onernf  Ron  Holland's  finest  designs.  Patty 
Sue  is  a  performance  racer/cruiser  with  a  simple  deck 
design.  Her  interior  layout  features  an  aft  stateroom,  a 
spacious  main  salon,  and  a  private  V-berth  area.  Patty  Sue 
has  been  updated  with:  1 1  self-tailing  Barient  winches; 
North  Sails;  Hood  roller  furling;  spinnaker;  whisker  pole; 
mainsheet  traveler;  rod  standing  rigging;  aluminum  spar 
stepped  on  keel;  reaching  strut;  and  hydraulic  and  manual 
boom  vang.  Take  advantage  of  this  oppurtunity  to  buy  one 
of  the  few  previously  owned  441s  for  sale  in  the  world. 
Reasonably  priced  at  $165,000. 


Fax  415  567  6725  e-mail  swan@sirius.com 
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Quadro 
You 


Data 


Quadro’s  remote  keypad  makes  controlling 
your  system  as  easy  as  changing  the  channel 
on  your  TV!  Whether  you  just  need 
speed/depth/log  or  a  full  integrated  system, 
Quadro™  Instruments  give  World  Class  perfor¬ 
mance  at  a  great  low  price. 


Authorized  KVH  Sales  &  Service: 


Faralloii  Electronics 

2346  B  Marinship  Way  Sausalito,  CA  94965 

V  Licensed  >1  1 C  OOI  1  HO  A  GoFarallon 

Insured  4  I  Q*dJ  I  *  I  7^4  @  aol.com 


j 


LEADING  EDGE 


•  Specializing  in  the  finest  cruising 
and  racing  sails  for  over  1 7  years. 

•  Repairs/Re-cuts/Conversions 

(415)  347-0795 

OFF  HIGHWAY  101  ACROSS  FROM  COYOTE  POINT 
1125  N.  AMPHLETT  BLVD.  •  SAN  MATEO,  CA  94401 


Highly  Skilled  Workers 
Fiberglass  Repair 

•  Blister  Jobs 

•  Bottom  Jobs 

•  30  Ton  Lift 

Call  for 
a  quote 
today! 


Engine 
Service 

For  engine 
service 
you  can  trust. 

•  Repair  •  Repower  •  Sales  •  Service 
Parts  •  Rebuilt  Engines  •  Generators 


ISUZU 


Authorized  Dealers 


Perkins 


Wd  BRITISH 
^MARINE 


#9  Embarcadero  Cove 


Oakland,  CA  94606 

(800)  400-2757 


(510)  534-2757 


Conveniently  located  on  the  Oakland  Estuary  -  2  blocks  from  West  Marine 


NAPA  VALLE^MARINA 


1200  Milton  Road,  Napa,  CA  94559 

707  *  252  *  8011 


Trimaran  Haulouts 
and  Storage 


Compare  Our  Prices! 
Open  &  Covered  Berths 

•  Covered  berths  to  45' 

•  Haulouts,  railways  or  Travelift 

•  Trimaran  haulouts 

•  Do-it-yourselfers  welcome 

•  Fuel  dock,  gas,  diesel,  pump  out 

•  Dry  storage 

•  Chandlery,  groceries,  beer,  wine 

•  Yacht  brokerage 

•  Family  owned  since  1957 


$11,500 

$13,500 

$13,500 

$35,0* 

$15,00 


SELECTED  BROKERAGE 

22'  RINELL  . . 

23'  POCKET  TRAWLER,  immaculate  condition . 

27'  FJORD  F/G,  aft  cabin,  inboard  Isuzu  diesel  . 

35'  FERROCEMENT  OCEAN  CRUISER  . 

44'  FERROCEMEMT  MOTORS AILER . 
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Power  In  Tune  With  Nature 


FOUR  STROKE  OUTBOARDS 


mnmncE 


Since  1974 


2-90  hp 
Quietness 
Dependability 
Fuel  Efficiency 
2-yr.  Warranty 
Financing  Available 

Extra  long  shafts  now 
available  for  sailboats 

Caribe...  Simply  the  best!  Combine  with  Honda  Four 
Stroke  Outboards  for  durability,  performance  and  value. 
Traditional  models  from  8-16  ft.  and  RIBs  from  8-22  ft. 
with  Hypalon/Neoprene  construction.  (5  yr.  warranty) 


caribe^i 

INFLATABLES  V 


Voyager  Marine  -  Honda  Specialists  over  15  years. 


1296  State  St. 

P.O.  Box  246,  Alviso,  CA  95002-0246 


(408)  263-7633  •  (800)  700-7633 

Open  Tuesday  thru  Saturday 


For  optimum  performance  &  safety,  we  recommend  you  read  the  Owner's  Manual  before  operating  your  Honda  Marine  product.  Always  wear  a  personal  flotation  device  while  boating. 


HONDA. 


GENERATORS  AND 
WATER  PUMPS 

•  Four  cycle 

•  350  thru  12,000 
watt 


HONDA 


Power 


Equipment 


Nothing^  easier. 


•  Quietness 

•  Reliability 


For  optimum  performance  &  safety, 
we  recommend  you  read  the 
Owner's  Manual  before  operating 
your  Honda  Power  Equipment. 

Connection  of  generators  to  house 
power  requires  transfer  device  to 
avoid  possible  injury  to  power 
company  personnel.  Contact  a 
qualified  electrician. 


Voyager  Marine 

1296  State  St. 

P.O.  Box  246,  Alviso,  CA  95002-0246 
(408)  263-7633  •  (800)  700-7633 

Open  Tuesday  thru  Saturday 


V  TDHATSU 

OUTBOARDS 

Everything  an  outboard  should  be 
Models  from  2.5  to  140  hp 
Two  year  limited  warranty 
Short  and  long  shaft  models 


Sales  and  Service  •  Quality  Names  You  Can  Trust 


Achilles  Tenders  &  Sportboats 


First  in  Quality 
Inflatables 


Hypalon/ 

Neoprene 

Construction 


Always  wear  a  personal  flotation  device  while  boating,  and  read  your  owner's  manual. 

Voyager  Marine 

1296  State  St. 

P.O.  Box 246,  Alviso,  CA  95002-0246 
(408)  263-7633  •  (800)  700-7633 

Open  Tuesday  thru  Saturday 
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We’ll  help  you 
become  one  of 
thechosen  few. 


Biiiiu. iiHu....  y . ■  i 


BiLuvcl  unit  ei-  <£l£  Cental,  Uae.  be 

a  iieVd.uttdlaf 


my  ^iikw  uud i  ui  puruidbm 

e  fmaMfeiSiiaiQfiiaHsts  at  First 
/'our^Boat  f  inanariyneeds. 


new  or  pre-owned  ve 


1070  Marina  Village 
Parkway,  Suite  100 
Alameda,  CA  94501 


AGENTS  TO  SELLERS 
WHO  TAKE  PRIDE 
IN  THEIR  BOATS 

. 


.... 


Bill 

QORMAN 

YACHTS 


. 


_ 


'  ,V'  ' 


■  .  •  ■>  ' 

. . .  . . 


(510)  865-6151 

FAX  (510)  865-1220 


Sales:  Jack  Meagher 


1984  NORSEMAN  447 

A  South  Pacific  vet,  this  easily  sailed  cutter  rig 
built  by  Ta  Shing  is  loaded  and  reddy  to  go 
again.  Teak  decks,  new  sails,  liferaft,  dinghy, 
plus  a  lot  more.  Seller  is  ready  to  make  a  deal! 
Ask  is  $205,000. 


Wk 


■  ' 


jpttii 

*  111  h 


i 


-  m 

"fits 


1981  HARDIN  45'  KETCH 

Well  maintained,  this  traditional  design  will 
make  someone  a  sturdy  passagemaker.  She's 
stylish  and  durable  at  the  same  time.  The  seller 
just  reduced  the  price  again  -  to  $119,000. 
Make  an  offer...  you  may  be  surprised. 


1984  AMPHITRITE  43'  KETCH 
by  Wauquiez 

A  delightto  sail  and  a  roomy  liveaboard.  This  fin 
keel/skeg  rudder,  blue  water  cruiser  is  ideal  for 
the  family  with  a  couple  of  kids.  Well  equipped 
and  ready!  Asking  $149,000. 


I 

. 


U  _:1, 


... 


1985  ISLANDER  28' 

Wheel,  diesel,  roller  furl. 
Teak  &  holly  sole.  $25,000. 


1977  PEARSON  365  KETCH 

A  Pearson  classic  that  will  never  go 
out  of  style.  Modified  keel  w/ skeg 
rudder.  In  excellent  cond. $49,000. 


1986  PEARSON  36’ 

An  elegant  interior  in  this  easily 
handled,  quality  midsize  coastal 
cruiser.  Don't  miss  this  one  -  she 
won'tbe  here  long.  Asking  $72,000. 


Next 

OPEN  BOAT 
WEEKEND 


(The  way  to  buy  and  sell  boats  in  the  ’90's) 

FEB.  10  &  1 1 

1 0  am  to  4  pm 

Weather  Permitting 


1978  NOR'WEST  33' 

Single  or  short  handler' s  dream  boat. 
Full  keel,  radar,  Monitor  windvane, 
AP,  solarpanel+lotsmore.  $49,000. 


,v -P-. \  K  '■ 5 
■ 


mm 


•  i 


Empty  berths  is  wfiaf  happens 
v/hen  boat  sales  have  been  good! 


•  i 


1986  ERICSON  38-200 

Just  back  from  Southern 
California.  Ready  to  cruise  again. 
,  Ask  $78,000. 


SELLING???  Why  would  you  J 
want  your  boat  to  be  anywhere  else?  • 


1985  TAYANA  37'  MKII 

Gorgeous.  Lovingly 
maintained.  Epoxied. 
Asking  $95,000. 
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Berkeley 

Marina 

\  ■  '  ■ 

"Gateway  to  the  Golden  Gate " 


Plan  an  overnight  or  club  cruise  at  our  facility. 


" I  WANT  TO 
SAIL  NOW... " 


You  can  when  you  berth 
at  Berkeley  Marina 

Come  Visit  Us! 

•  Guest  Berthing 
•  3  Great  Restaurants 

•  Choice  Berths  Available 

•  Sport  Fishing  Charters 

•  Chandlery  &  Yacht  Club 

•  Fuel  Dock  &  Boatyard 

•  Bait  Shop  &  Deli 

•  Easy  1-80  Access 

•  Beautiful  Park  Setting 


Berkeley  Marina 


201  University  Ave.,  Berkeley,  CA  94710 

(510)  644-6376 


DC  SYSTEM 
EFFICIENCY 

32%  less  energy  than  GRUNERT 
44%  less  energy  than  TECHNICOLD 
46%  less  energy  than  CROSBY 
48%  less  energy  than  TECHNAUTICS 

Energy  consumption  based  on  actual  data  derived  from  independent  tests 
conducted  by  Cruising  World  magazine  (The  Cold  Facts,  June  1995).  All  tests 
performed  in  a  controlled  tropical  environment  on  a  5  cu.  ft.  refrigerator 
and  a  3  cu.  ft.  freezer  with  4"  of  insulation.  Additional  heat  load  was  added  to 
simulate  daily  use  of  the  boxes  by  the  live-aboard  couple. 


GLACIER  BAY,  INC. 

1011  CLAREMONT  STREET,  SAN  MATEO,  CA  94402 
(415)578-0871  •  Fax  (415)  578-0912 


SIERRA 

CHILDREN'S  HOME 


ABUSED 
CHILDREN 
NEED  YOUR 
HELP! 


Donate  your  boat  to  support 

SIERRA 
CHILDREN'S 
HOME 

Tax  Deductible  ■  ~ 

1-800-513-6560 


Page  16  February,  1996 


A  GREAT  PLACE  TO  VISIT 
A  GREAT  PLACE  TO  STAY! 


FEATURING 

•  28-60'  Berths 

•  Beautiful  Landscaping 

•  Numerous  Restrooms 
with  hot  showers 

•  Fuet  Dock  -  Fri.-Sun. 

•  Easy  Freeway 
access  from  880 
and  580 


CALL  TODAY  FOR  RATES! 

(800)  559-SAIL 


PLUS 

•  3  Restaurants 

•  1  st  Class  Hotel 

•  2  Golf  Courses 

•  2  Yacht  Clubs 


San  Leandro  Marina 


We’re  the  new  SignetMarine  but  we  have  some  very  old-fashioned 
ideas  about  business:  it  may  flourish  on  sales,  but  it’s  built  on 
service,  reliability  and  promises  kept. 

So  here’s  our  promise  to  you:  send  us  any  current-production 
SignetMarine  Instrument  and  we  will  diagnose  its  problem,  give  you 
a  free  estimate  for  the  cost  of  repair  and  then  fix  it  and  return  it  to 
you  within  72  hours  of  receipt. 


Call  us  about  your  out-of-production  SignetMarine  instruments. 
Many  are  still  supported  by  us.  If  it  can  be  repaired,  we  promise  to 
do  so  within  ten  working  days.  Again,  we  give  you  a  free  estimate  and 
will  wait  for  your  authorization  before  beginning  any  repair. 

Call  us  for  after-sales  support,  warranty  work  or  the  name  of  your 
nearest  Signet  dealer.  Signet  Marine,  505  Van  Ness  Ave.,  Torrance,  CA 
90501.  Tti:  010)  320-4349;  Fax:  010)  320-5026. 


SIGNETMARINE 


The  measure  of  excellence. 


Official  Supplier  to  America’s  Cup  1995  Race  Management 


February,  1996  •  UUiJU  3?  •  Page  17 


NOTICE  OF  RACE 


SK&AiL 

NATIONAL  CHAMPIONSHIPS 


APRIL  19 -21, 1996 
LAKE TAHOE 

Join  us  at  6,200'  for  the  most  fun  you  can  have  with 
your  clothes  on  (lots  of  clothes).  Three  days  of  skiing, 
sailing  and  fun  at  Lake  Tahoe's  finest  resorts. 

For  more  information,  call 
Ralph's  Sailboat  Services:  (916)  525-SAIL. 


24 


Laser. . 


©  B  iSr 


SQUAW  VALLEY  USA 


i Johnson 


Largest  Johnson  inventory  in  Northern 
California  -  ON  SALE  NOW! 

Complete  Line  of  Small  Saltwater 
Sailboat/Dinghy  Engines 

Long  Shafts  •  High  Thrust  •  Alternator 

Sales  •  Service  •  Parts 

Small  Dinghies 
Tenders 

Aluminum  &  Fiberglass 

"We  buy  and  sell  used 
boats  and  motors" 

-  call  for  latest  arrivals  - 

BOSTON 


The  West  Coast's  #1  Boston  Whaler  Customer  Service  Dealer! 

THE  OUTBOARD  MOTOR  SHOP 

2050  Clement  Avenue  •  Alameda,  CA  94501 
(510)  865-9500 
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/-ISLAND  VACHT  CLUB-, 

Alameda  Marina  *1815  Clement  Avenue 

(510)  521-2980 


★  Northern  California  Women's  Sailing  Seminar 

Saturday,  March  23  •  7:30  am  -  5:30  pm 
For  Registration  Call  (510)  521-2980 

\ 

★  Sadie  Hawkins  Race 

Saturday,  February  24  •  Woman  Skipper,  \ 
Call  Joanne  McFee  (510)  534-7317 
Annual  Crab  Feed  After  The  Race! 
$15/person  •  Reservations  (510)  521-2980 

★  Kurt  Zane  Memorial  Race 

Saturdays,  March  2  &  9 
3  race,  non-spinnaker  contest  for  Catalina  30s 
Call  John  Jacobs  (415)  292-6499 

CLUBHOUSE  OPEN 

t  R.I.h  EVERY  FRIDAY  6  PM  T.Gj  t 

**  Light  Dinner  •  Bar 


LOCATED  AT  SIERRA  POINT 


PROTECTED  WATERS 

COME  IN  AND  INSPECT  OUR 
MODERN  FACILITIES. 

SLIPS  ARE  AVAILABLE  TO  66FT. 
FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL 
OUR  HARBORMASTER’S  OFFICE 
AT  (435)583-6975 


From  No.  or  So. 
on  Hwy  101  take  the  Sierra  Pt. 
Pkwy  Marina  Blvd.  exit. 


BRISBANE  MARINA 
WITH  EASY  ACCESS  TO 
SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY 

♦  Deep  we!!  marked  entrance 

♦  Private  restroom  &  showers 

♦  AM  concrete  construction 


J’lvtu  yxuix  yucMing  3) team* 
iota  utandexfut  Jtemmien 

Now  you  can  •  Lease  for  as  little  as  $250  a  month 
•  Purchase  and  have  someone  else  make  the  payments 
•  No  insurance  fees  •  No  berthing  fees  •  No  service  costs 
•  No  maintenance  costs  •  No  hassles  at  all 


The  Yachting  Center  has  changed  boating  on  San  Francisco  Bay  forever.  Your  dreams  of 
a  yacht  can  now  become  a  reality.  You  will  enjoy  the  comfort,  pride  and  luxury  of 
a  new  SailBoat  or  Motor  Yacht,  all  for  less  than  you  ever  imagined. 


JAe  yacAting  Centex 

ySaiuatiU 

800-72-YACHT 


Select  the  yacht  of  your  dreams  from  our  fleet  of  new  1996  Mainship  Motor  Yachts  and  Hunter 
Sailboats,  29'  to  40'.  All  ready  and  waiting  for  you  at  our  docks.  See  what  hundreds 
of  others  have  already  discovered  with  these  new  and  exciting 
on-the-water  opportunities.  Immediate  delivery  OAC* 


Call  us  today  for  a  tour  of  the  fleet,  select  the  boat  of  your  dreams 
and  cruise  off  into  the  sunset. 


McGinnis  insurance 

"the  marine  specialists  since  1972" 


Providing  the 
Best  Customer  Service 
and  Most  Flexible 
Yacht  Insurance 


If  You  Don't  Know  Yacht  Insurance, 

Make  Sure  You  Have  ah  Agent  That  Does. 

(510)  284-4433  •  (800)  486-4008 

Fax  (510)  284-1266 

McGinnis  Insurance  Services,  Inc. 

936  Dewing  Ave.,  Ste  F  •  Lafayette,  CA  94549 


The  End 


...to  Cold,  Damp,  Drippy  Condensation. 

No  more  mopping  up  moisture  or  putting  on  soggy 
damp  clothing. 


_ |  ow,  with  DRYAIR,  you  can  §sj 

keep  your  boat  as  fresh  and  liveable  H 
as  your  home.  The  DRYAIR 
dehumidifier  controls  moisture,  and 
keeps  your  cabin  free  from  stench, 
musty  odors  and  mildew. 

DRYAIR  is  not  a  conventional 
dehumidifier. 

•  COMPACT  1 2"  x  12"  x  15"; 

yet  circulates  1 50  cubic  ft.  of 
air  per  minute.  *■ 

•  LIGHWEIGHT  Only  28  lbs; 
easy  to  handle  and  move. 

.  STAINLESS  STEEL 
CABINET  Unit  will  not  rust  or 
corrode. 

•  NO  WHEELS  OR  LEGS  Will 
sit  flush  on  counter  top  or 
shower  floor  and  drain  directly 
into  sink  or  hatch. 

•  CONTINUOUS  DRAINING 
No  drain  pan  to  empty  or  shut 
down  when  full. 

•  ENERGY  EFFICIENT  Power 
use  equivalent  to  a  1 50-watt 
light  bulb. 


This  Unit  Works 

GUARANTEED! 


$319 


plus 

shipping  & 
handling 


A  Small  Price  to  Pay  for  Comfort. 

Mighty  Dry 

415*461*1192 
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Finding  a  Stowaway 
on  Board  Could 
Chill  Your  Bones! 

(If  you  let  it.) 


Ill  never 
'h  rough 
i  warm 
d  in  the 


...  or  it  could  be  just  the  thing  to 
warm  your  heart  this  winter  -  and 
your  fingers  and  your  toes^ 

"V  '"] 

The  stowaway  we  jgt 
sleep  in  y@8fir 


Cruisf^gpynpwm^b«0merse 
cycle  d^^nditiofief  unitized  IgAsifsi  l  i<all 
places.  Stowaway  Vs  are  Available  in  size 
from  7,006  to  24,000  BTUs. 


This  means  there's  a  proper  Stowaway  V 
sized  for  your  boat,  ready  to  board  and 


u  choose 


a  Stowaway  Vor  any  other  air  management 
system  from  Cruisair's  huge  selection  of 
forced  air  and  tempered  water  units. 


Electrical  •  Mechanical  •  Hydraulic 

Professional  technicians  &  system  designers 


•  HEATING  &  AIR  CONDITIONING 

•  ELECTRICAL  &  CORROSION  CONTROL 

•  REFRIGERATION  &WATERMAKERS 

•  HYDRAULIC  STEERING  & 
PROPULSION  SYSTEMS 

•  BOW  THRUSTERS 

EDINGER 

MARINE  SERVICE 

298  Harbor  Drive,  Sausalito 
(415)  332-3780  •  (510)  522-4677 

EMS:  Putting  Our  Knowledge  to  Work  for  You. 


CALENDAR 


Nonrace 

Feb.  1,  3-4  —  Corinthian  YC  Sailing  Seminar:  Navigation,  Part 
One.  Details,  Kay  Rudiger,  381-4758. 

Feb.  3-4  —  3rd  Annual  Freya  Rendezvous  at  San  Leandro 
Marina,  with  Saturday  night  dinner  at  Spinnaker  YC.  Chuck  Woods, 
(510)  837-4289. 

Feb.  3-11  — Sail  Expo  in  snowy  Atlantic  City,  NJ.  If  you’re  back 
East,  don’t  miss  this  huge  indoor  sailing-only  boat  show! 

Feb.  4  —  Full  moon,  minus  tides,  whopper  currents. 

Feb.  4  —  Performance  Racing  Seminar  at  Sobstad  Sails  (Pt. 
Richmond),  an  intense  all-day  course  taught  by  Bill  Gladstone  and 
Kimo  Worthington.  Moderately  expensive,  but  worth  it  if  you’re 
serious  about  winning.  Info,  800-347-2457. 

Feb.  9  —  West  Marine  Pacific  Cup  Winter  Gathering.  Past  and 
present  Pac-men  and  Pac-women  are  invited  to  this  informal  evening 
bash  at  Berkeley  YC,  7  p.m.  Race  videos,  general  information,  crew 
sign-up  sheets,  etc.  Jon  Rolien,  382-8281. 

Feb.  11,  1986  —  Ten  Years  After:  1,000  people  gathered  at  St. 
Francis  YC  to  watch  San  Francisco  Mayor  Diane  Feinstein  ceremon¬ 
iously  crack  a  bottle  of  bubbly  (on  her  second  swing)  over  the  bow  of 
USA  49,  aka  '£-1'  (the  "evolutionary  boat").  It  was  the  first  of  two  12- 
Meters  built  for  Tom  Blackaller’s  Golden  Gate  Challenge,  and  it 
proved  tp  be  an  unmitigated  disaster.  The  boat  sailed  poorly  (the  keel 
was  in  the  wrong  place,  among  other  problems) ,  it  rated  too  high,  and 
its  three  primary  designers  —  Gary  Mull,  Alberto  Cameron  and 
Heiner  Meldner  —  all  blamed  each  other  for  the  debacle.  Fortunately, 
their  next  effort,  the  canard-ruddered  USA  61  (or  'R-l\  the 
"revolutionary  boat",  measured  in  under  the  12-Meter  rule  and 
actually  acquitted  itself  reasonably  well  in  Fremantle. 

These  days,  #49  is  mothballed  at  Sanford-Wood  in  Richmond, 
while  #61  languishes  at  SF  Boatworks.  Rumors  that  they  will  sail 
again  circulate  every  year  or  so  —  but  we’ll  believe  it  when  we  see  it. 

Feb.  12  —  Beginning  Sailing,  an  educational  series 'offered  by 
Stockdale  Marine  (Sacramento).  Details,  (916)  332-0775. 

Feb.  13,  15,  16  —  "A  Family  Sails  Around  the  World  Alone,"  a 
slide  show  and  talk  by  West  Marine  employee  Pam  Wall.  She’ll 
discuss  the  good,  the  bad  and  the  ugly  moments  of  her  six-year 
circumnavigation  on  a  Freya  39  with  her  husband  and  two  children. 
$5  admission;  7-9  p.m.  at  the  following  West  Marine  stores:  Sausalito 
(2/13),  Palo  Alto  (2/15),  Watsonville  (2/15)  and  Oakland  (2/16).  Call 
the  sponsoring  store  for  details.  N 

Feb.  14  —  Valentine’s  Day.  If  you  can’t  be  with  the  one  you  love, 
love  the  one  you’re  with! 

Feb.  14  —  SSS  TransPac  Seminar:  Sails  and  Rigging.  Speakers 
include  Jocelyn  Nash,  Sally  Lindsay  and  Bruce  Schwab.  Oakland  YC, 
7:30-9:30  p.m.  Ed  Ruszel,  (707)  745-6979. 

Feb.  15  —  Oakland  YC  Educational  Seminar:  "Whys  and  Where¬ 
fores  of  the  US  Coast  Guard,"  featuring  Chief  Bill  James.  7  p.m.;  free. 
Milton  Tanner,  (510)  881-4860. 

Feb.  16-20  —  Sacramento  Sports,  Boat  &  RV  Show  at  Cal  Expo. 
Bring  your  checkbook!  Info,  (916)  452-6403. 

Feb.  17  —  Party  at  the  Corinthian  YC,  following  the  midwinters. 
Nick  Gravenites  (formerly  of  Electric  Flag)  and  his  band,  Animal 
Mind,  will  play  the  blues  from  approximately  7-11  p.m.  No  host  bar; 
all  sailors  welcome!  CYC,  435-4771. 

Feb.  21,  27,  28,  29  —  "Heavy  Weather  Sailing  &  Boat  Hand¬ 
ling,"  a  seminar  by  Commodore  Tompkins,  one  of  the  most  exper¬ 
ienced  (and  opinionated!)  seamen  alive.  $5  admission;  7-9  p.m.  at 
the  following  West  Marine  locations:  Santa  Cruz  (2/21),  Sausalito 
(2/27),  Oakland  (2/28)  and  Palo  Alto  (2/29). 

Feb.  22  —  Celestial  Navigation  Classes  begin,  7  p.m.  at  Stock- 
dale  Marine  (Sacramento).  Free  introductory  lesson!  Info,  (916)  332- 
0775. 

Feb.  24  —  "Cruising  Mexico  and  the  Sea  of  Cortez,"  a  slide  show 
and  talk  by  Jim  and  Marilyn  Marco,  4  p.m.  at  Ballena  Bay  Yacht 
Brokers.  Free,  but  please  RSVP  to  (510)  865-8600. 
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The  Embarcadero  at  Pier  40,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
Harbor  Master:  (415)  495-4911 
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SAIL  CALIFORNIA  BROKERAGE 


EXPRESS  27 

Clean  example  of  one  design  classic. 
$18,500. 


EXPRESS  34 

Anxious  for  new  owner. 


J/29 

Two  to  choose  from  at  our  docks. 


J/105 

Strong  and  growing  one  design  fleet. 
Two  priced  from  $94,500. 


SANTANA  35  50/50 

C&C35 

1979.  Excellent  one  design  fleet. 

C&C  quality  and  performance. 

At  bargain  price.  $32,000. 

2  from  $54,500. 

BROKERAGE  SAILBOATS 

*•44'  J/44, 1989,  Gotcha . 

**41' C&C,  1987,  Detliberate . 

229,000 

109,500 

*  34'  Schock  34  PC,  1987,  Choices 

**30'  J/30,1980,  Rakish . 

45,000 

24,900 

*  37'  J/37, 1987,  Ancient  Love . 

105,000 

*  29'  J/29, 1984,  Thunderbolt  Greasetapper  24,000 

**35'  J/35c,  1990,  Legacy . 

119,000 

**29'  J/29, 1984,  Team  Tahoe . 

24,000 

**35'  J/35, 1 990,  Rocketeer . 

.  89,000 

*  27'  Express,  Loose  Cannon . 

18,500 

*  35'  J/35, 1989,  Redline . 

.  77,000 

**25'  Olson,  1984,  Fast  Tango . 

15,000 

**35'  J/35, 1984,  Rival . 

.  64,900 

*  24'  J/24, 1995,  Nations  Cup . 

25,000 

*  35'  J/35, 1984,  Cosmic  Muffin . 

.  50,000 

*  24' J/24, 1989  T.I.E. . 

26,500 

*  35'  Santana,  1982,  Great  Expectations 

.  25,000 

*  24'  J/24, 1986,  Bohica . 

11,250 

35'  Santana,  1979,  50/50 . 

.  32,000 

*24' J/24, 1981,  #1977 . 

..  9,000 

*  35'  C&C  MKIII,  1984,  Fast  n1  Free 

54,500 

*  24' J/24, 1980,  Vixen . 

..  8,500 

*  35'  C&C  MKIII,  1985,  Enterprise . 

.  58,500 

*  24'  J/24, 1979,  Jaw  Breaker . 

..  7,500 

*  35'  Hinckley,  1957,  Allegro . 

.  55,000 

*  35'  J/105, 1992,  Blackhawk . 

.  94,750 

FOUNDATION  BOAT 

’  35' J/105, 1992,  Jest . 

.  94,500 

*  33’ Windward,  1948  . 

..  6,000 

*  34'  Express  34, 1987,  Marrakesh 

.  69,500 

*  In  Alameda 

Net 

At  Newport  Beach 

BUC 

Ner 

Jeff  Trask  •  Dave  Willke  Chris  Corlett  •  Ed  Milano  •  Art  Ball 


410-B  29th  St. 
Newport  Beach 
CA  92663 
(714)  675-8053 
FAX  (714)  675-0584 


A  division  of  Don  Trask  &  Assoc. 


1070  Marina  Village  Pkwy 
#108,  Alameda,  CA  94501 
(800)  559-5533 
(510)  523-8500 
FAX  (510)522-0641 


CALENDAR 


Feb.  24  —  Svendsen’s  Annual  Marine  Products  Showcase  & 
Sidewalk  Sale,  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Worth  your  time  whether  you’re 
buying  or  just  trying  to  learn  more.  Free!  Info,  (510)  521-8454. 

Feb.  24  —  Safety  at  Sea  Seminar,  1  p.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  at  the 
Richmond  YC.  Includes  safety  videos,  a  US  Coast  Guard  speaker. 
West  Marine  safety  product  demonstrations,  and  Dr.  Julio  Magri 
speaking  on  hypothermia,  emergency  medicine,  offshore  medical  kits 
and  accident  prevention.  Free  and  informative.  Optional  dinner 
served  beginning  at  6:30  p.m.  Richmond  YC,  (510)  237-2821. 

Feb.  25  —  OYRA  Seminar  #2:  'Performance  Ocean  Sailing'. 
Norman  Davant,  Jeff  Madrigali  and  Dan  Newland  will  share  their 
secrets  of  how  to  win  races  offshore.  Also,  meteorologist  Bob  Diaz  will 
speak  on  offshore  weather  conditions,  illustrating  his  presentation 
with  color  slides.  Free!  Corinthian  YC,  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.;  Betty 
Lessley,  892-6534.  x  j 

Feb.  25  —  Berkeley  YC  Swap  Meet,  7  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  BYC,  (510) 
540-9167,  or  Charles  Johnson,  (510)  843-0793. 

Feb.  28  —  "Sailing  the  World  Alone,"  a  90-minute  documentary 
on  the  ’94-’95  BOC  Challenge  on  PBS.  Lots  of  on-board  footage, 
with  narration  by  Hollywood  actor  and  ’80  SSS  TransPac  vet  Hal 
Holbrook.  Check  local  listings  for  viewing  time. 

Feb.  29  —  Modem  Sailing  Academy  Lecture  Series:  "Recognition 
and  Management  of  Shock  at  Sea,  "  presented  by  Dr.  Dickie  Hill, 
USCG  licensed  ship’s  surgeon.  Sausalito  Cruising  Club,  7  p.m.,  $10. 
Info,  J.T.  Meade,  267-5946. 

Mar.  3  —  Sail  A  Small  Boat  Day,  co-sponsored  by  SBRA  and 
Richmond  YC.  This  in-the-water  'Dinghy  Boatshow'  is  free  and  fun, 
especially  if  there’s  any  wind!  Bring  a  PFD  and  appropriate  clothing 
if  you  want  to  testsail  the  merchandise.  11  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  on  the 
Richmond  Riviera.  SBRA  Hotline,  (408)  264-7245. 

Mar.  9  —  West  Marine  Pacific  Cup  All-Day  Preparation  Seminar 
—  all  race  participants  are  encourage  to  attend!  A  full  day  of  sessions 
covering  sail  selection,  electronics,  weather,  safety  and  rhuch  more. 
$10  fee  includes  lunch.  Richmond  YC,  8:30  a.m.  to  4  p.m.;  Jon 
Rolien,  382-8281. 

Apr.  2  —  Latitude  38  Crew  List  Party  at  Richmond  YC,  6-9  p.m. 
Check  Sightings  for  details,  or  call  us  at  383-8200, 

Apr.  3  —  Recover  from  above,  rest  up  for  below.  . . 

Apr.  4  —  Latitude  38  Crew  List  Party  at  Corinthian  YC,  6-9  p.m. 
Same  drill  as  April  2,  but  a  different  venue. 

Racing 

Feb.  1-2  —  Racing  divisions  start  the  San  Diego  to  Mazatlan  Race 
(formerly  the  Manzanillo  Race).  Hosted  by  the  San  Diego  YC  and  the 
El  Cid  Resort,  the  new  race  is  open  to  ULDB  70s,  Cal  50s,  IMS,  PHRF 
and  performance  cruisers.  See  the  back  pages  of  Race  Sheet  for  the 
entry  list.  San  Diego  YC,  (619)  221-8415. 

Feb.  3  —  Perry  Cup  for  Mercuries.  Monterey  Peninsula  YC;  Dick 
Clark,  (408)  624-6482  (work). 

Feb.  1 7-1 8 — 67th  Annual  Southern  California  Midwinter  Regat¬ 
ta.  Racing  for  everything  from  model  boats  to  70-raters,  spread  out 
over  25  venues.  Chuck  Fuller,  (310)  439-3230. 

Feb.  18-24  —  MEXORC,  eight  buoy  races  in  Banderas  Bay 
(Puerto  Vallarta)  for  sleds,  IOR  and  PHRF  boats,  Catalina  37s  and 
J/105s.  San  Diego  YC,  (619)  221-8415. 

Feb.  24  —  Sadie  Hawkins  Race  for  women  skippers  and  crew  of 
either  sex.  Island  YC;  Joanne  McFee,  (510)  534-7317. 

Mar.  1-3  —  Heineken  Regatta  in  St.  Maarten,  one  of  the  biggies 
on  the  Caribbean  circuit. 

Mar.  2-3  —  Spring  Keel  Regatta.  StFYC,  563-6363. 

Mar.  2  &  9  —  Kurt  Zane  Regatta,  a  three-race,  non-spinnaker 
regatta  for  Catalina  30s.  Island  YC;' Jbhn  Jacobs,  292-6499. 

Mar.  9-10  —  Big  Daddy  Regatta  for  PHRF  boats  up  to  168.  This 
year’s  theme  is  "Racing  Away  to  Margaritaville".  Richmond  YC;  Steve 
Bates,  (510)  527-6563. 

Mar.  12-16  —  32nd  Annual  Congressional  Cup,  hosted  by  Long 
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SAIL  CALIFORNIA 
WELCOMES 
CHRIS  CORLETT 

V^hris'  return  to  Sail  California  brings  his  vast 
knowledge  of  sailing  and  the  sailing  industry  to 
further  fortify  the  Sail  California  team.  The  boats 
pictured  at  right  represent  a  small  sample  of  Chris’ 
experience  developing  one-design  fleets,  working 
with  manufacturers,  naval  architects  and  boat 
owners  to  bring  you  the  best  sailing  opportunities 
in  Northern  California. 

The  success  of  many  fleets,  such  as  the 
Santana  35  and  the  Express  37,  can  be  traced  to 
the  singular  efforts  of  Chris  Corlett.  Many 
successful  custom  programs  -  from  Scarlett 
O'Hara,  SORC  and  Admiral's  Cup  winner,  to  Sy 
Kleinman's  new  Schumacher  54  now  under 
construction  -  have  been  under  Chris’  direction. 

Chris’  first  project  will  be  heading  up  Sail  * 
California’s  new  J/120  fleet  program.  Chris 
comments,  “The  J/120  is  another  excellent 
example  of  J/Boats'  commitment  to  finding  the 
right  balance  between  race  performance,  cruising 
comfort  and  sailing  enjoyment.  All  this  put 
together  with  TPI's  35+  years  of  building 
experience  provides  an  extremely  well  built  boat,  at 
a  very  attractive  price.  It’s  always  an  opportunity 
to  be  handling  a  premier  line  of  boats  with  such 
universal  appeal.” 


J/120 


J/105 


Express  37 


Santana  35 


Scarlett  O'Hara 


Chris’  20  years  in  the  sailing  industry  means 
there  is  almost  200  years  of  experience  available 
to  work  for  you  amongst  Sail  California’s  team  in 
our  two  California  offices.  If  you’re  interested  in 
buying  or  selling  a  used  boat  or  want  to  look  at  the 
J/Boat  line  of  performance  cruisers,  call  Chris  and 
the  Sail  California  team  today. 


Schumacher  54 


Jeff  Trask*  Dave.  Wilike 

410-B  29th  St. 
Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 
(714)  675-8053 
FAX  (714)  675-0584 


SML 


Chris  Corlett  •  Ed  Milano  *  Art  Ball 

1070  Marina  Village  Pkwy,  Ste  108 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
(800)  559-5533  •  (510)  523-8500 
FAX  (510)  522-0641 


A  division  of  Don  Trask  &  Assoc. 
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METROPOLITAN  YACHT  CLUB 
OF  OAKLAND 

presents  the  17th 

OAKLAND  TO 
CATALINA  ISLAND  RACE 

SUNDAY,  JUNE  16th 

A  PHRF  race  with  both  Spinnaker  &  Cruising  Divisions. 
Added  divisions  depend  upon  number  of  interested  registrants  for  any  division. 


Race  Packet  Available  from: 

METROPOLITAN  YACHT  CLUB  OF  OAKLAND 
(510)  893-MYCO  (6926)  •  Fax  (510)  530-6926 


■  i  ■ 

^  t  •  S  X 


BERTH  YOUR  BOAT  IN 

SAUSALITO 


MODERN  FACILITIES  IN  A  WELL  PROTECTED  HARBOR 


Concrete 
Dock  System 

Well  Maintained 
Facilities 

Beautiful 

Surroundings 


•  DEEP  WATER  BERTHS: 

BASIN  AND  CHANNEL 
DREDGED 

•  CARD  KEY  SECURITY  SYSTEM 

•  DOCK  CARTS 

•  PUMP  OUT  STATION 

•  AMPLE  PARKING 

•  CLEAN  SHOWER  AND 
TOILET  FACILITIES 

•  WITHIN  WALKING  DISTANCE: 
MARKET/DELI 

LAUNDROMAT  •  RESTAURANT 

•  AT  EACH  BERTH: 

LARGE  STORAGE  BOX 
METERED  ELECTRICITY 
PHONE  HOOK-UPS  •  WATER 

Kappas  Marina 
100  Gate  Six  Road 
Sausalito,  CA  94965 
(415)  332-5510 


Celebrating  more  than  Haifa  century 

offers 

REDUCED 
INITIATION  FEES 


ENJOY... 

•  Best  views  of  the  Bay 

•  Superb  Galley  and  Bar,  all  professionally 
staffed 

•  Cozy  fireplace 

•  Mooring  Buoys  as  well  as  Guest  Dock 

•  Reciprocal  Privileges  through  World 
Cruising  Grounds 

•  Most  Active  in  Club  Cruises  -  every 
month  to  various  destinations  -  sail  or 
power  with  your  fellow  Club  Members 

•  Extensive  Social  Calendar 

•  Tuesday  Night  Races  and  other  sailing 
events 


Contact  Robert  Marotta 

Membership  Chairman 
For  Application  and 
One  Day  Guest  Pass 

Sausalito  Yacht  Club 

P.O.  Box  267 
Sausalito,  CA  94966 

Office:  (415)  331-6200 
Home:  (415)  332-5206 
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FINE  YACHT 
REFIT  &  REPAIR 


BOTTOM  LINE 
DISCOUNTS 

Call  now  to  find  out  about  winter 
bottom  line  savings. 


Full  Service 
60-Ton  Travel  Lift 
200-Ton  Drydock 


Cruise  •  Race  Do-It-Yourself 

Commercial  Sunny,  Protected 

Storage  •  Marina  Easy  Deep  Water  Access 


WOOD 


530  West  Cutting  Blvd.,  Pt.  Richmond,  CA  94804 

(510)  236-6633 


For  the  finest  in  aerodynamic,  lightweight  luff  support 
systems  look  no  further!  Flead  Foil  2  has  over  24  years 
of  experience  in  developing  and  manufacturing  luff 
support  systems  for  racing  and  cruising  sailboats.  Our 
systems  are  lighter,  stronger,  and  a  better  value  than 
the  competition's.  When  it  comes  to  choosing  the  best 
luff  support  system,  it  isn't  tough.  Choose  Fiead  Foil  2/ 
Call  today  for  more  information. 


Distributed  by: 


9 


SIGNETMARINE 


505  Van  Ness  Avenue  ♦  Torrance,  CA  90501 
(310)  3204349  ♦  (310)  3205026  Fax 
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CALENDAR 


gfe  WHALE  POINT 

MARINE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


Uniden  - 

Marine  Radios 


NEW!  HH980 

Wf&  Handheld,  1  or  5W  selectable, 
all  US,  Intem'l  &  wealher  CH, 
watertight,  drop  in  chrager,  LCD, 

list  $379.99*  NOW  $249.95 

HH979  •  5W,  90  channel,  LCD,  handheld 
List  $189.99  •  NOW  $169.99 
HH978XL  •  5W,  90  channels,  handheld 
List  $159.99  •  NOW  $  1 39.99 
MC635  •  25W,  90  channels,  dual  scan  List 
$187.50  •  NOW  $  1 69.99 


OMC  Express 

by  Group  Zodiac 


OMC 

Pivoting  Trailer  Jack 


Fits  square  tongues  up 
to  3”  x  5",  rotates 
easily  to  horizontal 
towing  position.  Zinc 
plated  with  poly-grip 
handle  and  heavy- 
duty  pojypropylene 
wheel.  750lbs  tongue 
weight  capacity. 

List  $57.99 

NOW  $39.95 


Bottom  Paint 

by  Nautical  Paint  Co. 


Model  240  •  Length  7'  11 "  •  Max  4hp 
List  $949  •  NOW  $799** 
Model  265  •  Length  8'6"  •  Max  8hp 
List  $11 95*  NOW  $899** 
Model  305  •  Length  10'  •  Max  9.9hp 
List  $1 295  •  NOW  $995** 
OTHER  MODELS  AVAILABLE 


COPPER  PLUS  *43%  copper 
Gallon  $69.95  •  Quart $24.95 
AMERICA'S  CUP  •  67%  copper 

Gallon  $99.95  •  Quart $29.95 


Sebago 

Schooner  Boat  Shoes 

^  ...  _ 

Handsewn  two-eyelet  docksides  boot 
shoes.  Genuine  canoe  moccasin 
constructed  with  full  EVA  cushioned 
non-slip  rubber  soles. 

Brown  with  brown  sole. 

List  $80.00  •  NOW  $69.95 


* 


Evinrude 

Outboards 

•  Short  shaft 
w/rope  start 
from  2hp  to  300hp 

•  Long  shaft 
for  sailboats 

•  NEW  4-stroke 
engines  now  avail. 

EvmnuDEi 


BAY  AREA  PRICES! 


Fulton 

Outboard  Motor  Bracket 


FOR  SALTWATER  USE! 

Polypropylene 
motor  mount 
for  most 
outboards 
up  to  20  hp. 

List  $180.95 

NOW 
$119.95 


Tempo  Pro-6 
Outboard  Fuel  Tank 


Easy  view  fuel  gauge.  Meets  USCG  & 
ABYC  requirements.  Positive  grip  hose 
barb  lor  leak  proof  connection. 
Attached  dipstick  gauge. 

List  $19.95  •  NOW  $16.95 


64  Railroad  Avenue  ■  Point  Richmond 

(510)  233-1988  ■  Fax  233-1989 

Mon  -  Sat  9AM  -  5  PM  «  Wed  9AM  -  7  PM 
Sun  10  AM  -  4  PM  ■  Closed  on  Thursday 


Beach  YC  and  sailed  in  identical  Catalina  37s.  Defending  champion 
Chris  Law  will  face  JJ  Isler,  Peter  Isler,  Marc  Bouet,  Peter  Holmberg, 
Scott  Dickson  (brother  Chris  may  serve  as  tactician),  Gavin  Brady 
and  Robbie  Haines.  Dave  Millett,  (714)  373-6116,  ext.  3226. 

Midwinter  Series 

BERKELEY  YC  —  Chowder  Races:  2/24,  3/30.  Paul  Kamen, 
(510)540-7968. 

BERKELEY/METROPOLITAN  YC  —  Midwinters:  2/10-11. 
Bobbi  Tosse,  (510)  939-9885. 

CORINTHIAN  YC  —  Midwinters:  2/17-18.  Rob  Moore,  383- 
8200,  ext.  109. 

ENCINAL  YC  —  Jack  Frost  Series:  2/17,  3/16.  Dan  Fleming, 
(510)  522-4718. 

GOLDEN  GATE  YC  —  Seaweed  Soup  Perpetual:  2/3,  3/2. 
Nancy  Wesley,  288-3903. 

LAKE  MERRITT  SC  —  Edna  Robinson  Memorial  Midwinters 
(dinghies  only):  2/10,  3/10.  John  Hege,  (510)  832-4261. 

OAKLAND  YC  —  Brunch  Series:  2/4,  2/25,  3/10.  April  Storrs, 
(510)  638-3931. 

v  RICHMOND  YC  —  Small  Boat  Midwinters:  2/3,  3/2.  Kim 
Desenberg,  (510)  523-8330. 

SANTA  CRUZ  YC  —  Midwinters:  2/17,  3/16.  Eric  Malmberg, 
(408)  685-3305. 

SAUSALITO  CC  —  Midwinters:  2/17,  3/16.  Gordon  Douglas, 
332-0717. 

SAUSALITO  YC  —  Midwinters:  2/4,  3/3.  Mark  Daniels,  331- 
3010. 

SEQUOIA  YC  —  Midwinter  Pursuit  Races:  Every  Sunday 
through  April  17.  Randy  Hough,  365-6383. 

SOUTH  BAY  YRA  —  Winter  Series:  2/10,  3/16.  Mike  Dixon, 
(510)  635-5878. 

SOUTH  BEACH  YC  —  'IAOTIO':  Pursuit  races  every  Saturday 
throughout  the  winter.  SBYC,  495-2295. 

TIBURON  YC  —  Midwinters:  2/4,  2/24,  3/16-17.  Hans  Bigall, 
(707)  765-2949. 

Please  send  your  calendar  items  by  the  1  Oth  of  the  month  to 
Latitude  38  (Attn:  Calendar),  P.O.  Box  1678,  Sausalito,  CA  94966. 
Better  yet,  fax  them  to  us  at  (415)  383-5816.  But  please,  no  phone- 
ins!  Calendar  listings  are  for  marine-related  events  that  are  either  free 
or  don’t  cost  much  to  attend.  The  Calendar  is  not  meant  to  support 
commercial  enterprises.  Unless  otherwise  noted,  all  phone  numbers 
listed  in  the  Calendar  are  in  the  415  area  code. 


February  Weekend  Currents 


date/day 

2/03Sat 

2/04Sun 

slack 

0054 

1213 

0129 

1252 

max 

0312/2.3E 
1520/4.5E 
0347/2. 5E 
1557/4.5E 

slack 

0633 

1920 

0710 

1952 

max 

0921/2. 7F 
221 8/3. 5F 
0958/2. 8F 
2247/3.4F 

2/10Sat  | 

0152/2.7F|P 

0459 

0801/3.5E 

1146 

2327 

1 433/2.3F 

1742 

2022/2. 6E 

2/11  Sun 

0243/2. 5F 

0546 

0856/3.6E 

1254 

1540/2.3F 

1858 

2122/2.2E 

2/17Sat 

0002 

0227/3. 2E 

0544 

0838/3. 7F 

1134 

1443/5. 6 E 

1834 

21 34/4. 5F 

2/18Sun 

0046 

031 5/3. 6E 

0635 

0929/3. 9F 

1227 

1532/5.5E 

1919 

221 7/4. 5F 

2/19Mon 

0128 

0402/3. 9E 

0726 

101 9/4. OF 

2/24Sat 

- 

1319 

/i-ijl"  ■ 

1619/5.2E 

0159&&F 

A  a  r*r»  Irs  r-i— 

2003 

0504 

2259/4.4F 

0759/3.5E 

2/25Sun  0006  0256/2^ 

1316  iRio/ooc 


1618/2.3F 


0557 

1919 


0856/3.3E 
21 27/1 .7E 
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In  1994,  North  introduced  its  revolutionary  3DL™  molded  sails  on  the  Grand  Prix  circuit  and 
they  have  dominated  as  no  sail  technology  ever  has.  In  1995,  3DL  conquered  the  America's 
Cup.  In  1996,  North  is  starting  another  sailmaking  revolution.  It's  called  REGATTA  3DL  and  it's 


your  chance  to  dominate  your  fleet  like  never  before.  Compared  to  paneled  sails,  REGATTA 

3DL  delivers  superior  shape-holding  and  durability  at  a  very  competitive 
price.  REGATTA  3DL's  extended  wind  range  also  means  fewer  sail 
changes  and  fewer  sails  in  your  inventory.  For  unmatched 
performance,  unmatched  service 
and  unmatched  value,  call  your 
North  Sails  representative  today. 

Find  how  REGATTA  3DL  can 
start  your  own  performance 
revolution. 

(Now  available  in  aramid  and  Polyester) 


Mount  Gay  Yachting  Key 

West  Race  Week  Results 

PHRF  C-Div.  I...1  (8  of  top  10) 
PHRF  G-Div.  1.  .2, 3,4, 5, 6, 7 

PHRF  A-Div.  2 . }  J 

PHRF  B-Div.  2 . Vz 

PHRF  C-Div.  2 . 

PHRF  D-Div.  2 . J  -  J 

PHRF  G-Div.  2 . J  J 

Melges  30 . 

Melges  24 . 

Mumm  30 . • 

Mumm36 . 


San  Diego:  619-224-2424  Huntington  Beach:  714-898-1234  Newport  Beach:  714-642-7238 
Marina  del  Rey:  310-827-8888  Channel  Islands:  805-984-8100  Seattle:  206-789-4950 

North  Sails  San  Francisco:  510-522-5373 

2415  Mariner  Square,  Alameda,  CA  94501 


/ 
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LETTERS 


Against  line,  net  and  weed  entanglement, 


All  shaft  sizes  in  stock.  Next  Day  Delivery  Available. 

IaC1  line,  net  & 

kJr  L/riO1  WEED  CUTTER 


201  S.W.  33rd  St.  •  Ft.  Lauderdale  •  FL  33315 

Call  for  a  FREE  Brochure: 


OYSTER  POINT 

MARINA 

SOUTH  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Tie  up  your  boat  at  Oyster  Point  Marina 
and  sail  away  with  FREE  Rent! 

UP  TO  2  MONTHS 

FREE  BERTH  RENT 

AND  MORE! 

26  to  60  foot  berths  available. 

First  month  FREE  with  a  six-month  agreement. 
First  and  seventh  month  FREE 
with  a  12-month  agreement. 

CALL  FOR  COMPLETE  PROMOTIONAL  OFFERINGS! 

I 


For  information  call  415/952-0808 


11  til  JUST  BROKE  DOWN  AND  CRIED 

Here’s  a  little  story  with  a  happy  ending.  On  December  8  —  the 
day  of  the  "record  storm  of  December"  —  my  partner  Jeannie  and  I 
were  aboard  our  ketch  Hinano  docked  at  Village  Marina  in  Alameda. 
About  1030,  as  I  closed  a  port  against  the  rain,  I  heard  a  strange  faint 
sound  over  the  whine  of  the  wind.  At  first  I  thought  it  was  probably 
the  dock  scraping  against  a  piling,  but  the  tone  caught  my  attention. 
I  grabbed  my  jacket  to  go  out  and  have  a  look  while  Jeannie  stood  by 
our  cell  phone. 

I  ran  down  the  dock  hoping  to  hear  the  sound  again.  The  wind  was 
distorting  the  direction  and  making  it  difficult  to  locate,  but  I  soon 
realized  it  was  coming  from  water  level.  Continuing  down  the  dock, 
I  discovered  an  elderly  man  between  the  side  of  a  boat  and  the  ,dock 
—  in  the  water!  He  was  holding  onto  the  dock  by  his  fingertips,  with 
just  his  head  above  water,  and  his  face  was  absolutely  white.  J  yelled 
tq  Jeannie  to  call  911  and  tried  to  pull  him  out  of  the  water. 

I  grabbed  his  belt  loops  and  pulled  —  but  they  came  off  in  my 
hands.  I  could  pull  him  up  so  his  shoulders  were  out  of  the  water,  but 
no  further.  The  poor  man  was  so  cold  that  he  was  unable  to  grab  me 
to  help.  As  I  caught  my  breath  for  another  attempt,  I  felt  helpless,  and 
received  no  'superhuman'  adrenalin  rush  of  strength  as  is  so  often 
seen  in  the  movies.  While  I  make  no  claim  to  being  a  'Charles  Atlas', 
I’m  5'10",  210  lbs,  and  very  active.  The  man  in  the  water  was  shorter, 
lighter  —  and  getting  weaker  by  the  moment. 

I  looked  around  for  something  to  help  lift  the  man,  but  as  I  was 
unwilling  to  let  go  of  him,  I  couldn’t  reach  anything.  At  last  I  was  able 
to  get  his  shoulders  onto  the  dock  and  then  literally  roll  the  rest  of  his 
body  up  and  out.  It  wasn’t  pretty  —  he  easily  could  have  broken  an 
arm,  ribs,  or  both  —  but  at  least  he  was  out  of  the  water. 

Meanwhile,  Jeannie  had  called  911  —  and  got  a  recording  saying 
they  were  busy!  After  trying  a  second  time  with  the  same  results,  she 
had  the  presence  of  mind  to  call  the  harbor  office  —  who  sent  help 
and  called  the  Alameda  fire  department  directly.  The  gentleman  was 
taken  to  the  hospital,  treated,  and  released  later  that  day. 

I  will  never  forget  the  look  in  the  man’s  eyes  when  he  saw 
someone  had  heard  his  calls  for  help.  Later,  when  back  aboard 
Hinano,  I  just  broke  down  and  cried.  The  'what  its'  haunted  me;  what 
if  I  had  just  blown  off  the  odd  sound  I’d  heard?  What  if  I’d  been 
unable  to  locate  him?  Then  Jeannie  put  her  arms  around  me  and 
helped  put  the  events  in  a  positive  light.  I  realized  we  had  been  given 
the  opportunity  to  share  in  the  most  precious  Christmas  gift  possible, 
life. 

It’s  a  little  late,  but  here’s  our  Christmas  wish  list:  That  everyone, 
1)  Check  around  their  dock  and  visualize  how  they,  by  themselves, 
would  get  someone  out  of  the  water;  2)  Wear  a  lifejacket  when 
sailing;  3)  Get  a  Lifesling  and  practice  how  to  use  it;  4)  Get  a  block 
and  tackle  to  lift  potential  overboard  victims  back  on  a  boat. 

If  you  ever  have  to  pull  anyone  —  even  a  small  person  —  out  of 
the  water,  you’ll  have  an  extremely  hard  time  getting  them  to  the 
deck  level  of  a  boat.  And  the  more  freeboard  the  boat  has,  the  harder 
it  will  be.  Remember,  they’ll  probably  be  fully  clothed,  so  think  how 
hard  it  is  to  lift  a  basket  with  a  wet  jacket,  pants,  shirt,  shoes  and 
socks.  Add  the  person’s  weight  to  that  and  you’ll  begin  to  get  the 
idea. 

Hollis  and  Jeannie 
Hinano 
Watsonville 

litlNOT  ARMCHAIR  BOUND  FOR  LONG 

Congratulations  on  a  job  very  well  done.  I  was  expecting  a 
publication  limited  to  the  West  Coast,  but  what  a  pleasant  surprise.  I 
read  a  few  glossy  publications  and  had  thought  they  were  doing  a 
good  job  of  keeping  this  armchair  sailor  informed.  They  can  take 
lessons  from  you. 

Hopefully,  I  won’t  be  armchair  bound  for  long.  I’ve  sold  my  house 
and  will  be  moving  aboard  a  liveaboard  soon.  My  daughter  has 
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SWAN  47  ZEPHYR (1 979):  Purchased  by  the  current  owner  in  1 989 
and  highly  upgraded  since  then,  including  new  topsides,  watermaker, 
leather  upholstery,  B&G  Hydra  330,  SSB,  Trimble  Navgraphic,  and 
new  Perkins  diesel.  NEWPORT  BEACH.  $235,000. 


SWAN  41  (1976):  With  newly  refurbished  decks,  recent  sails  and 
updated  electronics/electrical  system,  this  is  probably  the  best  of  its  kind 
available.  Kept  under  cover,  the  topsides  show  like  new,  and  the  interior, 
with  many  custom  upgrades,  is  excellent.  NEWPORT  BCH.  $125,000. 


SWAN  51  HARLOT  (1985):  One  of  the  last  bf  this  model  built.  In 
gorgeous  condition.  Full  inventory  of  racing  sails,  new  '94. 4  cabin 
interior,  radar,  refrigeration,  furling  jib,  inverter,  and  windlass.  LONG 
BEACH.  $375,000. 


SWAN  42  MYSTERE(\983):  Holland  design  with  furling  headstay, 
3-function  hydraulics,  and  upgraded  winches.  Afull  Kevlar  racing  sail 
inventory  is  included,  as  well  as  extensive  cruising  sails.  Radar, 
central  heating  windlass,  full  cover.  NEWPORT  BEACH.  $245,000. 


SWAN  46  TUNDRA  (1985):  Pure  fast  cruising  with  shallow  Scheel 
keel,  aft  entrance  to  owner's  cabin,  all  new  '94  electronics,  dodgers, 
watermaker.  Owner  bought  a  Swan  53,  must  sell.  AT  OUR  DOCKS 
IN  NEWPORT  BEACH.  $395,000. 


SWAN  36  VIVA  (1990):  Winner  of  '95  Tahiti  Race,  equipped  with 
14  sails,  including  6  from  '94-'95,  plus  autopilot,  FB  main  with 
Dutchman,  furling  jib,  full  boat  cover.  Always  maintained  to  highest 
highest  standards.  SANTA  CRUZ.  $210,000. 


★★  OTHER  FINE  BROKERAGE  ★★ 


SWAN  371  KAHUNA  (1980):  Popular  Holland  design  with  furling  jib,  aft  owner's  cabin,  6  sails.  Attractively  priced  for  a  quick  sale. 
LOCATED  VENTURA.  $115,000. 

BALTIC  42  BYDAND(i%2y.  Offered  by  the  original  owner,  this  Peterson  design  features  many  custom  upgrades  and  is  in  excellent 
condition.  The  owner's  cabin  features  a  centerline  double,  plus  there  is  a  double  V-berth  forward.  $199,000. 

SWAN  431  STARGAZER( 1 976):  Professionally  maintained,  kept  under  cover  and  used  sparingly,  this  S&S  design  shows  remarkably 
well.  NEWPORT  BEACH.  $170,000. 

LORD  HELMSMAN  31  SPE7TEfl(1986):  Fine  Swedish  craftsmanship  with  teak  decks,  dark  blue  hull,  plus  radar,  autopilot,  diesel 
heat,  many  '92-93  sails.  NEWPORT  BEACH.  $79,000. 


STEINEMANN  &  CO.  INSURANCE  SERVICES 

800-468-4496  •  FAX  714-645-7216 


NAUTORs  STEINEMANN  &  CO. 


SWAN 

PACIFIC 
SOUTHWEST 


Exclusively  Representing  Nautor's  Swan  Since  1983 
GEORGE  STEINEMANN 

2505  West  Coast  Hwy,  #202,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 

(800)  468-4496  /  (714)  645-4600  •  Fax:  (714)  645-7216 

GE04SWANS@aol.com 


MEMBER 

IDUG 

NGT 
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Relcom  tfack 

Pete  tutted 


Hey,  the  old  fart  is  back! 

Peter  Sutter,  founder  of  the  oldest  sail 
loft  in  Northern  California  returns  to  the 
Bay  Area  after  a  decade  of  cruising 
adventures.  He  will  be  in  the  loft  Monday 
and  Wednesday  mornings  to  renew  old 
friendships  and  discuss  all  your  sailing 
and  cruising  needs. 

Help  us  welcome  Pete  back  with  a  party 
in  his  honor  at  the  Sutter/Starbuck  sail 
loft  on  Friday,  February  23, 1 996  from  5 
till  9  p.m.  Call  for  details. 

And  remember  Starbuck  Canvas  and 
Sutter  Sails  for  all  your  canvas  and  sail 
needs. 


Sutter 

Sails 

(415) 

332-2510 


STAlUfilJCK 

CANVAS 

WORKS 

(415) 

332-2500 


Above 
West  Marine 


300  Industrial 
Center  Building 
Harbor  Drive 
Sausalito, 

CA  94965 


LETTERS 


graciously  consented  to  be  my  mail  forwarding  agent. 

Fred  M.  Holcombe 
Newnan,  Georgia 

Fred — If  it  wasn  ’tfor  our  readers,  we  wouldn’t  be  didd/y  — -  which 
is  why  we’ll  be  expecting  something  from  you  soon. 

Mwe  miss  b!0ke  and  the  two  kids 

We  buddy-boated  with  the  Sleavin  family  —  whose  Compass  47 
Melinda  Lee  was  run  down  off  New  Zealand  —  off  and  on  from 
Trinidad  to  Tahiti.  We’d  planned  on  meeting  them  this  spring  in 
northern  Australia,  and  reached  Australia  before  they  left  for  New 
Zealand.  But  we  kept  in  radio  contact  with  them  during  their  passage. 

The  Sleavins  left  Tonga  for  New  Zealand  in  the  middle  of 
November  —  after  waiting  10  days  with  about  25  other  boats  for  the 
weather  to  improve.  Judy  had  planned  on  flying  to  New  Zealand  with 
the  kids,  and  Mike  was  going  to  have  a  friend  fly  in  to  help  him  with 
the  passage.  But  when  the  friend  couldn’t  make  it,  Judy  decided  to  go 
and  take  the  kids  with  them. 

They  had  an  easy  passage  for  the  first  week,  but  on  the  night 
before  Thanksgiving,  the  wind  was  blowing  hard  enough  for  them  to 
need  a  third  reef.  Other  boats  reported  that  the  wind  was  gusting  to 
60  knots  and  that  visibility  was  poor.  At  around  0200  on  the  Friday 
after  Thanksgiving,  Melinda  Lee  was  hit  by  a  freighter. 

Their  son  Ben  did  not  make  it  out  of  the  boat,  which  sank  very 
quickly.  Although  they  had  a  six-man  liferaft  and  a  406  EPIRB,  they 
were  unable  to  use  the  liferaft  or  reach  the  EPIRB.  So  they  boarded 
their  dinghy.  The  seas  were  very  violent,  and  about  45  minutes  later 
their  daughter  Annie  was  washed  out  of  the  dinghy.  Mike  jumped  in 
to  try  to  rescue  Annie,  and  both  he  and  Annie  became  separated  from 
the  dinghy.  Both  were  lost. 

Judy  drifted  for  40  hours  in  rough  seas,  and  was  washed  up  on  a 
deserted  beach  in  New  Zealand  on  November  26.  She  was  rescued 
by  a  spotter  plane  that  was  sent  out  to  look  for  them  when  Melinda 
Lee  did  not  arrive  as  scheduled.  As  we  write  this,  Judy  is  hospitalized 
with  broken  vertebra  and  is  heavily  sedated. 

I’m  reluctant  to  report  this,  but  I  know  many  friends  of  the  Sleavins 
will  want  to  know  what  happened.  I  do  not  want  to  do  anything  that 
will  make  Judy  feel  any  worse,  and  hope  that  the  speculation  as  to 
what  they  might  have  done  to  avoid  the  tragedy  will  be  made  after 
some  more  time  has  passed. 

Our  entire  family  —  like  all  the  other  cruisers  who  knew  them  — 
misses  Mike  and  the  two  Sleavin  children. 

An  American  Family  Out  Cruising 
Mooloolaba,  Australia 


JittOUR  HEARTS  GO  OUT  TO  JUDY 

Cathi  and  I  awoke  a  couple  of  months  ago  to  read  of  the  loss  of 
the  Sleavin’s  Melinda  Lee,  and  of  how  Mike,  Annie  and  Ben  were  lost 
at  sea,  and  how  only  Judy  survived.  Our  hearts  are  broken! 

We  sailed  with  Melinda  Lee  and  the  rest  of  the  crowd  that  left 
California  in  '92-'93.  A  handful  of  us  reached  Panama  and  continued 
on  through  the  Canal.  This  included  Melinda  Lee,  and  our  boats 
spent  two  days  rafted  in  Lake  Gatun  while  the  authorities  debated 
about  our  transit. 

Later,  Cathi  occasionally  'entertained'  Ben  and  Annie  and  some  of 
the  other  yachting  children  in  Guatemala’s  Rio  Dulce,  doing 
Christmas  crafts  and  the  like.  Although  we  eventually  parted  paths 
with  the  Sleavins  in  the  Western  Caribbean  two  years  ago,  it’s  still 
easy  for  us  to  visualize  Mike’s  infectious  smile,  Ben’s  intelligence, 
Annie’s  charm,  and  Judy’s  love  for  her  family  and  everyone  else. 

Our  hearts  go  out  to  Judy.  We’re  hoping  that  she  can  accept  that 
it’s  no  tragedy  when  people  perish' doing  what  they  love.  Why  things 
like  this  seem  to  happen  to  the  best,  the  friendliest,  and  the  most 
innocent,  we  simply  don’t  know. 

Latitude  recently  published  letters  from  a  couple  of  people  who 
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SELECTED  BROKERAGE 


TRAILERABLES  WITH  TRAILERS 


y>; 


8'  Glen  L 

18'  Windrose 

23'  Venture 

13'  Cyclone 

19'  Huntpr 

23'  IONA 

14'  Satellite 

19'  MacGregor 

23'  Hunter 

15'  Montgomery 

19'  HMS  Potter 

25'  Cal  II 

15'  Snipe 

20'  Santana 

25'  Catalina 

15'  Coronado 

20'  Skipper 

25'  MacGregor 

16'  Kestrel 

20'  O'Day 

25'  Capri 

17'  Montgomery 

20'  Ranger 

26'  Clipper 

17'  Molly  Catboat 

2T  Aquarius 

26'  Balboa 

17'  Venture 

22'  Catalina 

26'  Midship 

18'  Space  Sailor 

22'  Chrysler 

TRAILERABLES  WITHOUT  TRAILERS 

7'  Dinghy  Tender  8' Sabot  12' Hobie  MonoCat 

8r Glen  L  IT  Ace  Row  Boat 


MULTIHULLS 

14'  Hobie 
16'  Hobie 
18'  Hobie 


POWER  BOATS 

18'  Seaswirl 
20'  Century  2000 
2T  Eliminator  Jet 


★  BAY  &  BLUEWATER  BOATS  ★ 

25.5-  HUNTER . $12,500 

26'  YANKEE . $9,999 

27'  CAL  227  $13,000 

27'  CATALINA . $22,000 

27'  ISLANDER  . . $7,950 

33'  HUNTER . . . $29,900 

36*  HUNTER . $29,750 

41*  COOPER  416 . $109,500 


*  Trailers  New  &  Used  * 


•Water  Ballast  ~ 

Provides  stability  w/lightweight  for  trailering 

•  Mast  Raising  System  ~ 

One  person  can  raise  and  lower  mast  with  ease 

•  Full  Batten  Main 

Improved  performance 

•  No  Backstay 

Simplifies  rigging,  allows  larger  mainsail 

•  Huge  roomy  interior 

•  Queen-size  berth  aft 

•  Stand-up  closed  head 

•  5-year  hull  warranty 
•Includes  Hunter's  famous  Cruise  Pac 


LARGEST  DISPLAY  OF  TRAI  LERABLE  SAILBOATS  IN  CALIFORNIA 


Stoc/qfafe  Marine 


Closed 

Sundays  and  Tuesdays 


AND  NAVIGATION  CENTER 

1  Chandlery  •  Specializing  in  Trailerable  Sailboats  •  Over  50  Boats  on  Display  < 


HUNTER! 


4730  MYRTLE  AVE.,  SACRAMENTO,  CA  95841  -  (916)332-0775  •  Fax  (916)  332-2500 


New  Year  Special 
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iul  and  Launch 

.  with  purchase  of  bdttom  prep  &  paint  or 

' 

I  a  ence  i 
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Bring  this  coupon  in  , 
for  an  additional  ft 
additional  2%>h 


A 


// 
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.  . 


4  FREE  Lay  Days 


■'  '  ■ 


for  do-it-yourselfers  or 

%  OFF  the  Bottom  Line  j 


Berkeley 


*  Coupon/'expirel  2/28/96 

/ 

// 


v 

Mar 


#1  Spinnaker  Way,  Berkeley,  CA  94710 


time  of  haulout 
lay  day  or  an 
bottom  Line. 


ne  Center 


February,  1996  •  Lf&UUi  32  •  Page  31 


ARTIST  JIM  DEWITT 

1  -800-758-4291 

•  Limited  edition  prints 

•  Posters 

•  Custom  prints,  mugs,  shirts  and  cards 


COMMISSION  AN  ORIGINAL 
BY  JIM  DEWITT 


DeWitt  Studio 

1230  Brickyard  Cove  Road,  #200 
Point  Richmond,  CA  94801 
Phone:(510)232-4291  •  Fax:(510)234-0568 


DIESEL  (^)  BUSTERS  \ 

Mobile  Marine  Diesel  Fuel  &  Tank  Cleaning  Service 

Hug  your  engine,  but  don't  kiss  it  goodbye!! 

Due  to  condensation,  within  your  fuel  tanks,  water  is  gathering  on  the  tank 
bottom  and  is  mixing  with  dirt,  rust,  algae  etc.,  your  engine  just  hates  this 
mix!!  Furthermore,  if  your  tanks  are  steel  or  black  iron,  eventually,  due  to 
rust,  leaks  will  develop,  usually  where  you  cannot  repair  them.  Now  you  can 
kiss  your  tanks  goodbye!  (As  well  as  your  wallet)  / 

. 

Call  us  to  inspect  &  clean  your  tanks  _ 

*  (415)331-6234  ¥ 


EZJAX® 


Holds  sail  neatly  on  boom  when  deployed, 
BUT.,  unlike  ordinary  lazyjacks  -  the  patented 
E-Z-JAX®System  retracts  snugly  below 
boom  when  sailing  or  docked. 

The  E-Z-Jax ©System: 

►  Eliminates  sail  chafe 

►  Avoids  sail  and  sail  cover  modification 

►  Prevents  battens  catching  when  raising  sail 

Optional  cockpit  deployment. 

Easy  to  install. 

E-Z-JAX  SYSTEMS  INC. 

P.O.  BOX  906  Camas,  WA  98607 
1-800-529-8112 


OWL  HARBOR  MARINA  I 

i  ■  ■ 


The  friendly  place  to  berth  -  short  term  or  long  term! 

•  Located  on  Twitchell  Island,  a  State  Wildlife  Sanctuary 

•  Windsurf  at  nearby  Glass  Beach 

•  Visit  historical  Isleton  and  Locke 
No  waiting  for  bridges  to  open  and 
the  catfishing  off  of  E  dock  is  great! 

•  Berths  from  $95 

FACILITIES: 

20  Acres,  240  Berths,  Laundry,  RV  Spaces, 
Entrance  Gate  and  Sail  Shop 
Under  new  management 
Harbormasters:  Frank  and  Rhenae  Dietrich 

1-800-483-9992  •  916-777-6055 


1550  W.  TWITCHELL  ISLAND  RD  •  ISLETON,  CA  95641 


SAIL  A  SMALL  BOAT 

Sunday  Mar  3,  1996  •  1 1  am  to  4  pm 
be  our  guest  at  the 
RICHMOND  YACHT  CLUB 
>mall  sail  boa 


For  ftiformalion  call  the 

SMALL  BOAT  RACING  ASSOCIATION 
(510)  234-SAIL  (7245) 
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CATALINA  YACHTS 


HOBIE  CATS 


BROKERAGE  BOATS 


Blow  Out  Prices 
on  models  in  Stock!... 
Call  for  details 


CataUnajr 


'yachts 


POWER 

32'  Phoenix, '86 . $41,900 

321  Bayliner  321 8,  '88 . $67,900 

SERVING  THE 
BOATING 
COMMUNITY 
SINCE  1965 

O'NEILL 


BROKERAGE 


22' 

23' 

26' 

26' 

29' 

30' 

30' 

35' 

37' 


1981  OLSON  30 

$17,990 


YACHT  CENTER 


SAIL 

Capri,  '87 . $5,500 

O'Day . Call  for  details 

Ranger,  '74  ....  Reduced  to  $7,995 

Pearson,  '73 . $6,000 

Cal,  '74 . $16,900 

Olson  30,  '81 . $17,990 

Catalina . 2  from  $29,500 

Santana,  '79 . $36,900 

Islander,  '68 . $43,900 


2222  East  Cliff  Drive 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95062 

(408)  476-5202 

Fax  (408)  476-5238 
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65'  CHARTER  CATAMARAN  «  SAILING  LESSONS  »  ACTIVE  WEAR 


H 

E 

W 

E 

T 
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USCG  APPROVED  TESTING  FACILITY 

SALES  •  SERVICE 
REPAIRS  •  RENTAL  •  REPACKING 

OF 

USCG,  SOLAS,  COMMERCIAL, 

YACHT  AND  FISHERMAN 

INFLATABLE  LIFERAFTS 
INFLATABLE  BOATS 


MARINE  COMPANY 


555  SELBY  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94124 

(415)826-4433  TELEX  I.T.T.  4971778  FAX  41 5-826-1 122 


WANTED 

ALL 

BOATS 


onfefess  children  and  thlir  f a 

l  v>W  •  - - 

h  book  value  for  your  donati 
f?  good  and  get  a  tax  breaker 


Po  some! 


eTprocess. 


We  Need  Your  Help  ^  « 
jisis  At  Home  Intervention  C M 
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WHAT?  YOU'VE  NEVER  EVEN  BEEN 
ABOARD  A  CRUISING  CATAMARAN?! 


LETTERS 


Then  you  need  to  call  Rod  Gibbons  at  Cruising  Cats  USA  - 
now  -  for  an  onboard  inspection  of  the  all-new  Gemini  105. 


More  than  500  Geminis  are  sailing  the  Western  hemisphere,  but  the  new  Gemini  105 
offers  you  many  improvements.  Bridgedeck  clearance  is  10"  higher,  and  the  LWL  is 
nearly  2'  longer  (resulting  in  greater  comfort  and  speed.)  The  hulls  are  10”  further  apart 
for  better  stability,  greater  load-carrying  capability,  and  10%  more  interior  volume. 

Ask  Yourself  Three  Simple  Questions 

1.  Are  you  tired  of  sailing  "on  your  ear?"  The  Gemini  105 
cruising  cat  gives  you  safe  and  comfortable  upright  sailing  -  barely 
6  degrees  of  heel  in  15-20  knots  of  wind!  The  same  is  true  for  our 
other  cruising  cats:  Fountaine  Pajot  35,  38,  42  &  56-  Privilege 
37,  42,  45,  51  &  65-  and  Victory  35. 

2.  Would  you  like  to  sail  faster  than  a  monohull,  but  with  less 
effort?  The  Gemini  1 05  (like  all  our  other  cruising  cats)  sails  25% 
to  50%  faster  than  a  comparable  length  cruising  monohull.  Also, 
because  cats  require  no  ballast,  they  are  lighter  and  easier  to  handle 
. . .  and  unsinkable! 

3.  Are  you  interested  in  getting  more  boat  for  your  dollar? 

Foot-for-foot,  cats  are  much  roomier  than  same- length  monohulls. 
For  example,  the  34'  Gemini  offers  the  same  square/cubic  footage 
as  a  40'  single-hull  sailboat:  head,  galley,  5'  chart  table,  salon,  three 
private  cabins  (including  the  best  owner’s  cabin  in  ANY  cat  up  to 
$200,000). 

PLUS :  The  Gemini's  18"  draft  (boards  up)  makes  "skinny  water" 
sailing  a  breeze  -  while  her  5'  draft  (boards-down)  lifts  you  to 
windward.  And  her  modest  14'  beam  means  easy  dockage  anywhere. 


CRUISE- A  WAY  ~  $98,000  (FOB) 

Includes:  sails,  40  hp  engine,  compass,  stove,  fridge,  h/c  water, 
rigid  dodger-bimini,  s/t  winches,  anchor,  rode,  fenders  and  lines. 


SPECIAL:  CALL  NOW  IF  YOU  WOULD  LIKE 
6  MONTHS  FREE  OWNERSHIP  OF  A 
FOUNTAINE  PAJOT  OR  PRIVILEGE  CRUISING  CAT. 

Rod  Gibbons' 

Cruising  Cats  USA 

Grand  Marina 

2099  Grand  St.,  Alameda,  CA  94501 

(510)  814-0251 


1 

claim  that  those  who  pursue  such  'dangerous'  sailing  dreams  are 
'irresponsible'.  There  is  perhaps  some  danger  in  cruising,  but  people 
can  die  while  living  in  a  safe  and  sterile  environment  as  well  as  while 
living  out  their  dreams.  We’ll  always  remember  the  Sleavins  as  a 
family  that  lived  their  dreams. 

With  this  letter,  we  hope  that  Judy  will  know  she  is  in  our  thoughts 
and  our  hearts.  Mike,  Ben  and  Annie  will  be  forever  missed. 

Paul  Behnken  and  Cathi  Sally 
Quest 
Dunedin,  Florida 

Readers  —  The  incident  that  claimed  the  lives  of  Mike,  Annie  and 
Ben  Sleavin,  is  as  horrible  a  sailing  tragedy  as  we  can  recall. ' Our 
entire  staff  —  like  everyone  else  —  has  been  rocked  by  it. 

If  you’d  like  to  do  something  in  response  but  can’t  think  of 
anything,  we  suggest  you  plant  a  tree,  both  as  a  memorial  to  the 
Sleavins  and  a  reminder  to  your  family  of  exactly  how  precious  each 
day  together  really  is. 

Mmug  without  a  caption 

As  an  avid  reader  of  Latitude,  I  look  forward  to  each  new  edition’s 
wry  and  salty  prose  —  and  especially  the  abundance  of  provocative 
pictures  and  their  associated  snappy  captions.  So  it  was  quite  a 
surprise  when  I  picked  up  the  January  issue  and  found  my  ugly  mug 
plastered  on  the  cover  —  but  with  no  snappy  caption. 

On  page  4,  you  printed  a  title  for  the  front  cover:  "Charging  into 
the  new  year  aboard  Sundog”.  With  an  incriminating  grin  such  as  I 
had  on  my  face,  perhaps  one  of  the  following  might  have  worked 
better: 

1)  Lounging  into  the  new  year  aboard  Sundog. 

2)  Farting  into  the  new  year  aboard  Sundog. 

3)  "I  want  to  come  back  as  a  lobster  and  crew  for  Dr.  Linda  Moore 

in  my  next  life."  (See  page  110).  >, 

4)  "To  hell  with  the  foreguy  sheet  dragging  in  the  water  —  I’m 
having  my  picture  taken!" 

5)  "Are  we  there  yet?" 

6)  Spotted  again  in  San  Francisco  Bay  —  mysterious  man  with 
glowing  suit. 

Thanks  for  my  15  square  inches  of  fame.  I’m  glad  it  happened  on 
the  cover  of  Latitude.  Heck,  it  could  have  been  worse  —  like  Sports 
Illustrated.  s 

Martin  Czasnojc 
Sundog 
Mountain  View 

Martin  —  Each  and  every  one  of  your  captions  is  easily  superior 
to  our  admittedly  lackluster  effort.  You  probably  didn’t  realize  it,  but 
you’ve  a  promising  career  in  the  highly  lucrative  field  of  caption 
authoring.  If  we  ever  have  an  opening,  you’ll  be  the  first  to  know. 

Seriously,  we’re  delighted  you  enjoyed  the  cover.  One  of  the  best 
things  about  working  at  Latitude  is  being  able  to  give  some  sailor  or 
boatowner  a  similar  thrill  each  month. 

■ 

nil  I  IMPLORE  YOUR  READERS  TO  SHOP  AROUND 

You’ve  heard  it  before,  but  thanks  for  the  great  rag.  It  was  a  not  to 
see  some  of  our  customers  partying  down  during  the  Baja  Ha-Ha; 
made  me  wish  I’d  been  there!  Oh  well,  helping  some  of  them  prepare 
for  the  trip  south  was  in  itself  a  good  time. 

I’d  like  to  comment  on  Shawn  Tuttle’s  A  Different  Perspective 
letter  in  the  December  issue,  in  which  he  said  he’d  gotten  bad  service 
from  West  Marine.  While  West  Marine  may  be  a  major  advertiser  in 
Latitude,  they  are  by  no  means  the  only  source  for  boat  hardware  and 
supplies. 

I’ll  state  up  front  that  I’m  a  marine  industry  representative.  I  can 
also  say  that  while  I’ve  always  been  treated  with  courtesy  in  West 
Marine  stores,  daily  customer  feedback  tells  me  that  in  many  cases 


Page  34  •  [aWmU  3?  •  February  1 996 


Sobstad 


Sobstad 

Sailmakers 


(510)  234-4334 
Racing 

(510)  234-8192 
Cruising 


1230 

Brickyard 
Cove  Rd., 

Pt:  Richmond, 
CA  94801 


(510)  523-0501 
Alameda 

(619)  226-2422 
San  Diego 


Can  Your  Sails  Compete  Offshore? 


,/  ,  Sobstad  provides  the  power  to  win. 

The  key  to  winning  ocean  races  is  experience.  The  more  prepared  you  are 
the  better  you  will  do.  By  choosing  Sobstad  Sails  you  are  choosing  a  loft 
with  extensive  offshore  experience.  A  loft  dedicated  to  building  sails  that 
excel  in  all  elements.  That's  why  Sobstad  has  become  the  leading  offshore 
sailmaker. 

Sobstad  believes  that  continued  participation  in  events  like  the  America's 
Cup,  BOC  and  Whitbread  Round  the  World  Race  are  essential  to  the 
development  of  its  product.  New  techniques  and  materials  can  be  tested 
that  would  otherwise  be  unobtainable  or  affordable.  As  an  example,  the 
1994  Whitbread  proved  an  incredible  testing  ground  for  asymmetrical 
spinnakers.  More  than  sixty  sails  were  completed  for  four  syndicates,  pro¬ 
viding  a  unique  opportunity  to  test  designs.  This  experience  leads  to  im¬ 
provements  that  are  incorporated  into  your  sails. 

The  next  time  you  go  offshore  go  with  experience.  Go  with  Sobstad. 
SOBSTAD.  Durable.  Adaptable.  Beautiful.  Affordable. 

SOBSTAD  SEMINAR 

Sunday,  February  4  •  9am-5pm 
Race  &  Win  Performance  Seminar 
Bill  Gladstone  &  Kimo  Worthington 
Call  800-34-SAILS  •  $75  Registration  Required 

February,  1996  •  UWwt  3g  •  Page  35 


SVENDSEN'S  CHANDLERY: 

Over  33,000  items  in  stock  •  Marine  supplies  at  discount  prices 


OFFERING  DOCKSIDE  SERVICE 
•  Custom  aluminum,  wood,  stainless  fabrication 

•  Racing  spars  •  Kit  masts  &  booms 

•  Harken  furling  systems  •  Swaging  N 
High  perforamance  rig  tuning  •  Wire  to  rope  splicing 


METAL  FABRICATION  SHOP:  •  State  of  the  art  equipment 
•  Skilled  professionals  •  Let  us  quote  your  next  job 


FULL  SERVICE  BOATYARD: 

1  Yacht  quality  woodworking  shop  •  Excellent  fiberglass  repairs 

•  Complete  engine  &  electrical  service 

•  80-ton  elevator  •  35-ton  travelift 


1851  CLEMENT  AVE.,  ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 

(510)  521-8454 


At  SVENDSEN'S  BOATWORKS 

we've  got  the  background  to  complement 
our  full  service  facility.  Not  only  are  we 
professionals  in  our  field...  we're  boaters 
too! 

Many  of  us  race  sailboats...  while  oth¬ 
ers  have  gone  on  extended  cruises  and 
ocean  passages.  Some  of  us  have  built 
boats. . .  and  some  of  us  live  aboard.  We've 
been  through  it  all  and  we  can  help  you 
through  it.  If  we  can't  answer  your  ques¬ 
tion,  we  know  someone  around  here  who 
can.  Our  combined  experiences  offer  a 
wealth  of  knowledge  and  expertise. 

Take  advantage  of 
all  we  have  to  offer! 


COMPLETE  MAST  &  RIGGING  SHOP: 
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HTING  CENTER 


V  /  u  '  I 


SATURDAY, 

FEBRUARY  24th 
9  am  -  4  pm 

NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA'S 
#1  MARINE  SHOW  IS  HERE  AGAIN  ! 


A  RARE  OPPORTUNITY  TO  SEE  THOUSANDS  OF  MARINE  PRODUCTS, 
DISPLAYED  BY  OVER  1 00  MANUFACTURERS  AND  THEIR  REPRESENTATIVES, 
ALL  UNDER  ONE  BIG  TENT 


MORE  PRODUCTS  AND  KNOWLEDGE  ASSEMBLED  IN  ONE  PLACE  THAN  EVER  BEFORE 

*  FREE  ADMISSION  * 


OPEN  TO  SERVE  YOU 
IVl-F  8-5:30  SAT  8-5  SUN  9-4 

VISIT  OUR  HOMEPAGE  WEB  SITE  # 
http:  / /ww  w.tenthmuse.com /svendsens/ svendsens.html 
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Wor%§ 

Bottom  Line 
Discount  Offer! 

Save  1 0%  Off 
your  Total  Yard  Bill 

By  Making  Reservations 
for  Your 

February  Haulout. 

Fill  out  this  coupon  and  mail,  or  call  to  make  your  reservation. 


I  WISH  TO  RESERVE  TIME  IN  THE  MONTH 

OF _ AT  YOUR  1 0%  DISCOUNT  OFFER. 

I  AM  INTERESTED  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  WORK  TO  BE 
COMPLETED  ON  MY  BOAT: 

□  Keel  DHull  CjDeck  ^Structural 

□Rigging  ^Hardware  □Engine  □Electrical 
□Fuel  System  □Custom  Painting 

□Reefing/Self-Furling 

□Other _ _ 

BOAT  NAME _ 

TYPE _  LENGTH _ 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


PHONE  (_ 


J. 


616  W.  Cutting  Blvd.,  Richmond,  CA  94804 
or  call  Mike  at 

(800)  232-5890 

(510)232-5800  Fax  (510)  232-5914 


'Brand  W'  stores  are  inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the  sailboat  owner. 
This  is  why  I  implore  your  readers  to  shop  around.  For  not  only  does 
it  allow  them  to  benefit  from  competition,  but  it  also  allows  people  to 
gauge  the  levels  of  inventory  and  service  offered  by  the  different 
suppliers. 

The  way  I  see  it,  if  you’re  a  sailor,  you  need  an  outlet  which 
specializes  in  sailboat  hardware  and  is  staffed  by  avid  sailors  who 
understand  your  concerns.  Sometimes  a  generalist  outfit  just  won’t 
do.  More  importantly,  many  of  the  smaller,  privately-owned 
chandleries  —  such  as  Downwind  Marine  here  in  San  Diego,  The 
Boat  Shop/Sailing  Supply,  or  any  one  of  the  fine  stores  in  our 
national  dealer  network  —  can  act  more  rapidly  in  locating  and 
ordering  parts  not  normally  stocked  by  the  chain  stores.  This  means 
less  down  time  and  more  on-the-water  time  for  the  customer. 

Let’s  face  it,  we’re  in  the  business  of  providing  a  luxury  item  . in  a 
luxury  market.  The  prudent  marine  retailer  understands  that  many 
consumers  have  a  limited  budget  and  time  frame  in  which  to  make 
the  most  out  of  their  sailing  enjoyment.  With  many  facilities 
competing  to  put  out  a  relatively  homogeneous  product,  the  quality 
of  service  stands  alone  as  a  competitive  advantage.  And,  as  Mr.  Tuttle 
pointed  out,  the  consumer  votes  with  his  or  her  dollars  where  they  will 
provide  maximum  benefit. 

Christopher  Wood 
The  Boat  Shop/Sailing  Supply 
San  Diego 

Christopher  —  One  of  the  neat  things  about  the  way  Latitude  has 
evolved  is  that  we  have  lots  of  little  accounts  and  no  giant  ones. 
There’s  no  single  advertiser,  for  example,  that  is  responsible  for  more 
than  2%  of  our  average  monthly  revenue  —  and  West  Marine  isn’t 
even  among  the  top  five.  As  a  result,  we’ve  always  felt  free  to  call 
things  the  way  we  see  them  —  without  fear  of  serious  retribution.  We 
mention  this  so  you  know  where  we  stand  with  regard  to  West  Marine 
and  other  advertisers. 

As  for  your  suggestion  that  people  shop  around  and  compare 
service  and  inventory,  of  course  they  should!  Comparison  shopping 
breeds  competition,  which  results  in  lower  prices  and  better  quality 
service.  That’s  what  free  markets  are  all  about  —  and  that’s  why  the 
United  States  is  the  best  place  in  the  world  to  buy  marine  gear. 

It’s  been  a  couple  of  years  since  we’ve  talked  to  Randy  Repass,  the 
founder  and  guiding  light  of  West  Marine,  but  we’re  confident  he’d 
tell  folks  to  buy  their  marine  gear  from  whichever  outfit  did  the  best 
job  of  satisfying  their  needs  —  no  matter  if  it  was  West  Marine  or  a 
competitor. 

MHELP  ME  RHONDA,  HELP,  HELP  ME  RHONDA 

I’ve  been  following  the  letters  about  the  pros  and  cons  of  dealing 
with  mega-chandlery  West  Marine.  For  my  money,  the  best  store  to 
deal  with  is  Dutch’s  Marine  &  RV  in  Novato.  Their  prices  are  every  bit 
as  good  as  West  Marine’s,  and  if  they  don’t  have  something,  they’ll 
get  it  in  a  couple  of  days. 

Besides,  not  only  is  the  owner  —  Rhonda  —  better-looking  than 
Randy  Repass,  she  knows  her  stuff  from  trailer  axles  on  up. 

Dan  James 
Rainbow 
Tomales 


MMAY  I  HELP  YOU? 

I  liked  your  January  answer  to  a  letter  in  which  you  wrote  that 
Randy  Repass,  founder  of  West  Marine,  still  cares  about  customers. 

Two  years  ago  I  called  the  mail  order  line  at  West  Marine 
headquarters  and  heard  someone  answer,  "Hi,  this  is  Randy,  may  I 
help  you?" 

"Not  Randy  Repass?"  I  asked  on  a  lark.  To  my  amazement,  it  was 
indeed  him. 

When  asked  why  he  was  on  the  phones,  he  said  something  like,  "I 
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LEECH  &  RUDIGER  SAILS  Inc.  is  now  running  at  Full  tilt. 


The  first  priority?? 

Having  A  Party!!!! 


☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆  |  'it  ☆  ☆  ☆☆ 
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Join  us  in  celebrating  Jim  Leech  and  Mark  Rudiger’s  new  business 


Live  Music 
irs  tares 

Beer 


When:  Thursday,  February  22,  1996 
Time:  4:30  pm  till' 8:30  pm 
Where:  (Formerly  Rudiger's  New  Life 
Sails  loft),  67  Libertyship  Way, 
Sausalito  -  near  Bay  Model 


For  More  Info:  415  -  331  -  6275 
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NEILPRYDESAILS  & 


New  Life  Sails 


'V 


Valiant*  ^ 


Designed  by  Robert  Perry 


Valiant  Yachts 


Route  l ,  Box  37  •  Gordonville,  TX  76245 
Phone  (903)  523-4899  •  Fax  (903)  523-4077 


TWO  MILLION 

and  still  counting! 

Over  the  past  20  years,  Valiant  owners 
have  logged  over  two  million  documented 
offshore  miles.  To  date  there  have  been  more 
significant  singlehanded  and  shorthanded 
major  passages  and  circumnavigations  on 
Valiant  yachts  than  any  other  line  of  yacht 
ever  built! 

The  name  Valiant  amongst  sailors  always 
produces  that  longing  look  of  "YOU  BET,  THE 
BEST." 

No  matter  where  you  travel  worldwide, 
sailors  know  Valiants.. .we  have  just  about 
been  everywhere  you  can  sail!  Around  the 
world  solo,  couples,  families  with  kids, 

YOU  NAME  IT,  WEVE  DONE  IT. 

U.S.  Owned  and  Built  in  TEXAS 
with  AMERICAN  Pride! 

West  Coast  Dealer:  Dick  May 

Meridian  Yacht  Sales 

2415  Mariner  Square  Drive  Alameda,  CA  94501 

(510)  521-1246 


■,  1996  »  12  •  Page  39 


PRE-SEASON 
SAILING  LESSON 
SPECIAL! 

Earn  your  US  SAILING  Basic  l 
Ke^lboat  Skipper’s  certifica-  j 
tion  in  just  two  weekends 
for  just  $495.  Other 
courses  available 
through  Offshore 
i  Passage  Making. 

— A  Cal1  for  FREE 

brochure! 


:  ; 


1460-559-CLUB  •  (415)  332-8001 


?  lOOGate  Six.  Rdadt/Sausalitd,  CA  94965 


value  Qd,W  value 

February 

FREE  Foul  Weather 
Gear  Coupon 


Good  for  one  suit  of  Columbia  Foul  Weather  Gear 
with  the  purchase  of  any  sailing  course  during 
February  1996.  To  redeme  present  at  either  Club 
Nautique  office  or  call  the  club  closest  to  you. 


mmmmmmmmmwmmm 


LETTERS 


try  to  work  all  positions  to  stay  on  top  of  the  service  we  give  our 
customers." 

Steve  Carr 
Isis 
Bay  Area 


11 11  FERRO  CEMENT  —  DONE  RIGHT 

In  October  of  '94,  we  closed  the  deal  on  our  cruising  home  —  a 
46-ft  Benford  designed . . .  dun,  da,  dun,  dun . . .  ferro  cement  ketch. 
She  is  a  well-found  vessel  with  a  fair  hull  laid  by  professionals.  We’ve 
been  told  by  many  that  she’s  the  prettiest  boat  in  the  harbor.  One 
comment  we  particularly  liked  was,  "She’s  a  little  heavy,  but  she  has 
a  nice  butt"  —  referring  to  her  traditional  'wine  glass  transom'. ' 

We  are  very  proud  of  Chez  Nous ;  we  feel  that  she’s  strong,  kind  in 
a  sea,  can  take  us  anywhere  we  want  to  go  in  the  world,  find  is 
pleasing  to  the  eye.  We  have  sailed  Chez  Nous  in  heavy  weather  as 
well  as  serene,  and  she’s  easy  in  the  nice  stuff  and  can  certainly  take 
more  rough  weather  than  we  can. 

Most  people  realize  that  all  boats  are  a  compromise.  If  a  boat  is 
built  right  —  be  it  be  ferro,  glass,  steel,  or  wood  —  and  attention  is 
paid  to  detail,  you  will  have  a  well-found  vessel.  With  proper 
maintenance,  she  will  give  you  many  years  of  enjoyment.  As  far  as 
falling  off  jack  stands,  running  onto  the  rocks,  or  having  a  collision, 
no  matter  what  the  boat  is  made  of,  something  is  going  to  break. 

While  recently  discussing  Latitude’s  opinion  of  ferro  boats  with 
friends,  a  sailor  who  worked  in  a  yard  that  commissions  a  popular 
brand  of  sailboat  enlightened  us  on  the  horror  of  drilling  a  thru  hull 
to  find  dry  fiberglass.  Our  point  being,  if  we  need  to  restate  it,  that 
although  fiberglass  is  a  proven  and  accepted  method,  it  too  has 
pitfalls  when  improperly  applied.  Ferro  cement,  done  right,  provides 
a  safe,  seagoing  hull. 

The  bottom  line  is  that  if  folks  are  looking  for  a  good  boat  to  cruise 
their  dream,  they  should  be  looking  for  a  boat  that  was  properly  made 
and  has  a  good  history  —  regardless  of  the  hull  material.  Before  we 
decided  to  make  an  offer,  we  thoroughly  researched  this  information, 
were  satisfied  with  what  we  learned,  and  then  made  an  intelligent 
purchase.  The  rest  is  history. 

If  the  Harris’  or  others  are  interested  in  our  experiences,  we  can  be 
reached  at  Box  1604,  Ruskin,  FL  33570. 

Jerry  &  Stephanie  Foster 
Chez  Nous,  Benford  46 
Ruskin,  Florida 

Jerry  &  Stephanie  —  If  you  did  the  research  and  are  happy  with 
your  boat,  we’re  thrilled  for  you.  As  for  your  point  that  proper 
construction  is  more  important  than  a  particular  hull  material,  we 
couldn’t  agree  more. 

liltYOUR  MAGAZINE  IS  NEGLIGENT 

I’ve  been  reading  your  magazine  for  years  and  thoroughly  enjoy 
the  articles  and  stories.  I  know  some  of  the  staff  of  Latitude  and 
respect  their  opinions  and  viewpoints  —  which  you  are  eager  to 
voice.  In  your  December  issue,  I  read  Walt  Shannon’s  letter 
describing  his  and  a  buddy’s  incompetent  and  potentially  lethal  first 
sailing  experience  on  the  Bay. 

By  the  second  paragraph  of  their  letter,  I  was  sure  your  reply  to 
these  fools  would  be  harsh  and  appeal  to  their  sensibilities.  I  was  to 
find,  however,  that  this  was  not  the  case.  Of  course,  it  would  be  hard 
to  criticize  the  poor  guys;  after  all,  they  were  just  doing  the  99%  of 
what  they  had  'learned'  from  your  magazine  —  and,  of  course,  you 
wouldn’t  want  to  stop  them  from  blowing  your  hom  so  loudly. 

These  two  men  not  only  endangered  their  lives  but  those  of  many 
other  sailors  around  them.  I  think  I  can  best  compare  their  actions  to 
someone  driving  —  but  not  knowing  which  side  of  the  road  they 
should  be  on,  or  not  knowing  what  a  traffic  light  is  for.  I  feel  your 
magazine  is  negligent  in  failing  to  suggest  that  these  men  seek 
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Mariner  Square 
Alameda,  CA  94501 


NOR  CAL 

YACHTS 


1-800-878-BOAT 
(510)  523-8773 
FAX:  (510)  865-4382 


limits 

/■r- f  h^T . 

/  / 

\  l 

a'icw  uuiiici  ^,01/  —  oiccpj)  u,  io  up  liiuudiu  uicbci  engine,  mu  new  nunier  l^egena  qu.s  — -  uwner  version  witn  Huge  ait 
galley,  enclosed  head  with  shower,  wheel  steering,  roller  furling,  stateroom,  forward  guest  stateroom,  2  heads  w/  showers,  gour- 
sails,  self-tailing  winches,  boom  vang,  shore  power,  hot  &  cold  met  galley  w/  frig.  &  freezer,  spacious  cockpit  w/  table.  Loaded 
pressure  water,  safety  gear  &  More.  Introductory  price:  $49,995!  w/  luxury  features.  Only  one  at  this  clearance  price:  $139,995! 


New  Hunter  29.5  —  Sleeps  6,  18  hp  inboard  diesel  engine,  full  New  Hunter  376  —  Owner  version  with  huge  aft  stateroom, 
galley,  enclosed  head  with  shower,  wheel  steering,  roller  furling,  forward  guest  stateroom,  heads  w/  shower,  gourmet  galley  w/ 
sails,  self-tailing  winches,  boom  vang,  shore  power,  hot  &  cold  microwave,  spacious  cockpit  w/  table.  Loaded  w/  luxury  fea- 
pressure  water,  safety  gear  &  more.  Introductory  price:  $59,995!  tures.  Introductory  price:  $118,900! 

Financing  notes:  Payments  shown  with  approximately  20%  down  payment;  tax  &  documentation/registration  additional;  Annual  Per¬ 
centage  Rate:  8.99%;  on  approval  of  credit;  term  varies  with  boat.  Ask  broker  or  sales  person  for  complete  details. 


Hunter  •  Pacific  Seacraft  •  Jeanneau  •  Ericson 


i 
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LEASE  A  NEW  HUNTER  FOR 
ONLY  $139  A  MONTH! 


You  go  to  the  boat  show  and  fall  in  love  with  a 
new  Hunter.  A  new  sailboat  would  be  great,  but  the 
bank  wants  a  big  down  payment,  and  with  mortgage 
payments,  berthing,  maintenance,  insurance,  taxes, 
and  all,  it  adds  up.  And,  you’re  busy.  Much  as  you’d 
like  to  kick  back  and  do  a  lot  of  sailing,  your  schedule 
won’t  allow  enough  to  justify  full-time  ownership. 

Your  worries  are  over.  Sailing  Lifestyles  has 
invented  the  “Yacht  Leasing  System.” 

Now  you  can  sail  a  new  Hunter  for  a  fraction  of 
the  usual  cost.  One  low  payment  covers  your  share  of 
a  fully  equipped  sailboat,  berthing,  maintenance, 
insurance,  taxes...  everything.  There  are  no  hidden 
charges.  When  you  arrive  at  the  dock  to  use  your  boat, 
it  will  be  clean,  fueled  and  ready  to  sail.  Just  climb  on 
board  and  cast  off.  That’s '-all  there  is  to  it. 

How  low  is  a  “low  payment?” 

To  sail  a  new  Hunter  29.5,  $434  down  and  $139  a 
month  will  get  you  underway.  A  new  Hunter  Legend 
40.5  is  only  $800  down  and  $289  per  month.  Other 
models  fall  in  between. 


instruction,  or  have  a  competent  and  knowledgeable  sailor 
accompany  them,  or  at  the  very  least  read  and  comprehend  the  rules 
of  the  road. 

I  wouldn’t  be  at  all  surprised  if  you  were  inundated  with  letters 
from  other  irate  sailors  who  are  educated  enough  to  know  how 
dangerous  these  idiots’  actions  could  have  been.  They  say  "they  can’t 
wait  to  do  it  agaih"  —  but  I  pray  I’m  not  on  the  Bay  that  day,  and  I’ll 
pray  for  anyone  whose  course  may  intersect  theirs. 

Glenn  Huber 
Redwood  City 

Glenn  —  We  don’t  think  blasting  beginners  is  the  way  to  teach 
them,  especially  since  we  got  the  impression  they  had  learned  their 
lesson. 

Ufl'DID  it  occur  to  you? 

With  regard  to  Larry  Watkin’s  January  letter  Little  Knowledge  or 
Even  Common  Sense,  and  your  response,  did  it  occur  to  you  that  the 
speeding  BMW  that  cut  you  off  on  your  exit  to  the  marina,  that  ripped 
you  off  for  the  parking  space  you  were  headed  for,  who  grabbed  the 
last  dock  cart  and  didn’t  return  it  to  the  gate,  isn’t  going  to  ’drive’  his 
boat  any  differently,  no  matter  if  it’s  power  or  sail? 

Michael  Hill 
Pearson  26,  Fannie 
Sausalito 

Michael  —  There  is  a  subset  of  both  powerboaters  and  sailors  who 
have  asshole-ish  tendencies.  Yet  there  are  two  differences.  The 
asshole  subset  of  powerboaters  is  greater  than  the  one  for  sailors,  and 
those  with  powerboats  have  vessels  dramatically  more  suited  to 
allowing  their  personalities  to  'shine'.  At  least  that’s  the  way  we  see  it. 

lit! CHARLIE  AND  WILMA  ' 

I  thought  you  might  be  interested  in  a  little  more  about  the  Kirsten 
Tysell  /  Kindred  Spirit  incident  of  ’92,  which  you  made  mention  of  in 
the  January  Sightings. 

As  Kirsten  reported,  after  her  father  had  jumped  overboard  to 
rescue  her  young  brother,  a  small  boat  was  able  to  come  alongside 
and  help  her,  the  only  one  left  aboard  Kindred  Spirit.  That  "small 
boat"  was  Wind  Blown,  a  Cal  29  that  Charlie  and  Wilma  Hunt  of  the 
Richmond  YC  were  sailing  up  to  the  Delta  at  the  time.  When  they  saw 
Kirsten  in  distress,  they  were  able  to  maneuver  alongside  and  Charlie 
—  not  as  young  as  he  once  was  —  was  able  to  jump  over  to  Kindred 
Spirit.  A  little  tricky  when  it’s  blowing  20  knots  in  Suisun  Bay! 

Everything  turned  out  well  in  the  end,  and  the  Hunts  were  able  to 
continue  their  trip.  For  their  effort,  Charlie  and  Wilma  were  awarded 
PICYA’s  Meritorious  Service  Award  for  1992. 

Unsigned 
Northern  California 


What  could  be  simpler?  Call  (510)  865-0400  today 
for  a  free  brochure  and  all  the  details. 

9  I* 

Yacht  Leasing  System 

1150  Ballena  Blvd.,  Suite  257,  Alameda,  CA  94501 

(510)  865-0400 

A  division  of  Club  Nautique 


Unsigned  —  Thanks  for  identifying  Charlie  and  Wilma  to  Latitude 
readers. 

^INDUSTRIAL  STRENGTH  CRASH  BUMPERS 

When  last  surveyed,  my  Alberg  35  showed  substantial  compression 
of  the  mast  suspension  beam  above  the  forward  companionway. 
Many  of  Alberg’ s  boats  from  this  series  were  designed  with  deck- 
stepped  masts  supported  by  a  pair  of  transverse  oak  beams  bolted 
through  the  bulkhead  and  mounted  over  companionway  posts.  The 
problem  my  boat  had  may  also  occur  in  Vanguards  and  Tritons. 

The  fix  is  relatively  simple;  replace  the  oak  beams.  During 
disassembly,  we  were  able  to  determine  that  the  oak  beams  we  were 
removing  were  themselves  replacements.  We  do  not  know  why  these 
oak  beams  were  insufficient,  but  we  decided  to  attempt  a  more  robust 
resolution. 

We  had  replacement  beams  fashioned  from  quarter-inch  wall  3!4- 
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A  /m All  Town  UJITH  A  GREAT  IOCAI  ECOAOmV... 

...TAKE 

9  Graphix  Depot  SIGNS 

19 

Little  Louie's  Deli  &  Cafe 

29  Prego  Pizza 

Visit  our  showroom! 

Breakfast  &  lunch,  open  daily 

Fine  food ’Join  us  lor  Mon.  night  football  specials 

fl  ClO/Eft 

(510)  234-4554 

10  Hidden  City  Cafe 

20 

(510)  235-3108 

Masquer's  Playhouse 

(510)  235-0551 

30  The  Prudential  Calif.  Realty 

LOOK! 

Fresh  &  unique  breakfast,  lunch  &  dinners 

'Ah'mal  and  a  night  visitor’  starling  Dec.  20 

Janice  Cook  ■  Real  estate  marketing  &  sales 

(510)  232-9738 

Reservations  (510)  232-4031 

(510)  237-5072 

1  Ah  Aroma  Coffee  Gourmet 

11  Hotel  Mac 

21 

Mariah  Wilderness  Expedition 

31  Rosemary  Bakery  &  Catering 

Coming  January  1996 

Grand  opening  ■  classic  rooms  &  service 

White  water  rafting  &  Costa  Rica  travel  expert 

Handmade  goodies,  now  open  Sundays 

#1  W.  Richmond  Avenue 

Reservations  (510)  235-0010 

(510)  233-2303 

(510)  234-2384 

2  The  Baltic  est.  1984 

12  Hotel  Mac  Restaurant 

22 

The  Mechanics  Bank 

32  Santa  Fe  Market 

Fine  Food,  Wine,  Spirits  &  Music 

Fine  Dining 

Only  ATM  in  the  Point! 

We  love  our  business  &  we  hope  it  shows 

We  cater -(510)  235-2532 

(510)  233-0576 

(510)  262-7901 

(510)  234-2409 

3  Cafe  Annie 

13  The  Incurable  Collector 

23 

Miller  Thompson  Constructors 

33  Shear  Heaven  Hair  Salon 

Breakfast  &  Lunch 

Antiques  ■  Fine  Jewelry 

101  Parr  Boulevard 

Full  service  hair  salon  for  the  whole  family 

(510)  237-7585 

(510)  234-7611 

(510)  215-5200 

(510)  232-0186 

4  Deborah  Haley  E.A. 

14  Interactive  Resources 

24 

Oscar  Lugo  Fine  Jewelry 

34  Spot  Liquors 

Time  to  see  me  for  taxes 

Full  architecture  &  engineering  services,  since  73 

Custom  designs  &  repair 

Open  6:00am  and  closes  at  1:45am 

(510)  235-5592 

(510)  236-7435 

(510)  237-4033 

j[51 0)  232-6704 

5  Dentists 

15  Jan  Feagley  &  What's  His  Face 

25 

Our  Lady  of  Mercy  Catholic  Church 

35  Swisher 

Mercury  free  since  1981 

Real  Estate  Brokers  for  Bayfront  properties 

Daily  mass  12:45,  Sat  5pm,  Sun  9:30am,  Father  Jim  Clift 

Restroom  Hygiene 

(510)  233-4470 

(510)  237-3908 

(510)  232-1843 

(510)  236-7009  Ext.  613 

6  Edibles  Garden  Cafe 

16  Lauren  McLead,  LMT,  CNMT 

26 

Point  Richmond  Market 

36  Tom  McGowan  &  Co. 

&  Quality  Innovative  Catering 

Therapeutic  massage,  Feldenkrais  Awareness™ 

Your  convenient  grocery  store  &  deli,  Open  8-8,  Sun  'til  7 

Investments,  securities  &  financial  planning 

(510)  234-7505 

through  movement  (51 0)  237-0935 

(510)  233-9044 

(510)  231-0244 

7  Flowers  To  Remember 

17  Law  Offices  of  R.  J.  Alexander 

27 

Point  Richmond  Print  Shop 

37  Vali  Cooper  &  Assoc.,  Inc. 

Flowers  for  all  occasions 

Best  lawyer  in  town 

Offset  printing,  fax  and  copy  service 

Complete  construction  management 

(510)215-7055  / 

(510)  232-9100 

(510)  232-5335 

(510)215-0264 

8  GBI  Key  &  Security 

18  Little  China 

28 

Point  Richmond  Travel 

38  Whale  Point  Marine 

Complete  locksmith  service  &  hardware 

Madarin  Cuisine,  Monday  night  football  specials 

Your  complete  travel  agency 

Discount  Marine  Supplies,  Closed  Thurs. 

(510)  235-8013 

(510)  236-9382 

— „ 

(510)  232-2280 

(510)  233-1988 
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LEARN 

SOMETHING 

NEW 

Or  brush  up  on  skills  that  may  have  become  msty. 
Start  making  your  dreams  of  cruising  a  reality,  learn 
the  art  of  navigation.  Cass’  Marina  has  been  offering 
year  round  sailboat  rentals  and  lessons  for  35  years. 
But  that’s  not  all  we  offer. . .  Join  us  for  our 
Wednesday  night  and  Saturday  afternoon  seminars. 
Topics  include:  navigation,  coastal  piloting,  celestial 
navigation,  electronic  navigation,  emergency  pre¬ 
paredness  and  a  host  of  other  subjects. 

J*  Coastal  Piloting  and  Navigation  with  Capt.  Lee  Roberts. 

This  popular  seminar  is  an  overview  of  the  basics  of  coastal  pilot¬ 
ing  and  navigation.  The  topics  include  thorough  use  of  the  tide 
and  current  book,  making  calculations,  chart  reading,  use  of 
compass  and  compass  correction,  the  use  of  tools  of  navigation, 
course  plotting,  position  finding,  and  piloting  techniques. 

4  sessions,  $100  per  person.  Classes  begin  Feb.  28 

&  Celestial  Navigation  with  Glen  Melnik. 

This  seminar  is  taught  both  in  the  classroom  and  on  the  water. 

The  first  3  hour  session  is  an  Introduction  to  the  Sextant. 

Class  is  limited  to  4  people  and  is  $75  per  person.  The  second 
part  of  this  series  is  taught  on  the  water  in  a  6  hour  session, 
noon  sights  or  celestial  bodies  will  be  covered:  3  hours  of  sextant 
practice  and  3  hours  of  plotting.  Classes  begin  Feb.  1 7. 

Class  is  limited  to  4  people  and  is  $1 20  per  person. 


1702  Bridgeway  (at  Napa  St.)  in  Sausalito. 
Find  us  on  the  Web  -  http://www.sonic.net/cass 


CASS’  MARINA 

%|P  (415)  332-6789  W 


JOIN  US  IN  CREECE,  JUNE  14  -  30, 1996 
OR 

TURKEY  IN  SEPTEMBER  1996 


inch  square  steel  box  tubing  with  an  eight-foot  bend  radius.  They  look 
like  industrial  strength  crash  bumpers  for  fork  lift  trucks.  The 
minimum  order  from  the  great  folks  at  Pacific  Pipe  yielded  four  steel 
beams  —  which  is  two  complete  sets.  My  set  is  already  installed  and 
looks  so  overbuilt  that  I  will  surely  never  need  the  second  set.  If 
anyone  out  there  has  a  similar  problem  on  an  Alberg  35,  related  boat 
—  or  fork  lift  truck  —  please  take  these  out  of  my  driveway. 
Installation  instructions  will  be  included.  Interested  parties  may  leave 
me  a  fax  or  voicemail  at  510-538-3539. 

P.S.  Regarding  your  comparison  between  mid-December’s  40  mph 
storm  and  hurricane  Luis  at  150  mph,  you  should  have  run  it  by  Lee 
Helm.  She  would  have  told  you  that  the  relative  strength  of  Luis 
wasn’t  four  times  as  much,  but  more  like  16  times  as  much  —  more 
unimaginable  than  you  thought! 

Bill  §mith 

t  Alberg  35,  Touche 

Hayward 

Bill  —  Sorry  about  the  brain  fade  regarding  the  relative  strength 
of  wind. 

v While  we  ’re  on  the  general  topic,  can  anybody  tell  us  how  hard  the 
'wind'  would  be  blowing  250  feet  directly  behind  a  747  engine  when 
it’s  at  full  thrust  just  prior  to  take-off?  We’ve  never  been  in  a 
hurricane,  but  when  we’re  in  St.  Martin  we  —  and  lots  of  others  — 
like  to  stand  right  behind  the  Air  France  747  when  she  powers  up  at 
Queen  Julianna  Airport.  If  that  doesn’t  generate  hurricane  force, 
winds,  it  must  at  least  be  close. 

Jiff  FIVE  MICRON  FILTERS 

In  the  last  year  or  so,  there’s  been  a  lot  of  information  circulating 
about  watermakers  —  that  most  of  us  weren’t  aware  of  when  we 
sailed  off  to  Mexico  with  a  big  smile.  I’d  like  to  try  to  correct  that. 

For  the  400+  boats  coming  south  in  the  Class  of  '95-!96,  and  for 
the  more  than  400  already  here,  I’d  have  to  say  one  of  the  most 
important  items  your  watermaker  needs  is  a  prefilter.  The  standard 
single  5  micron  prefilter  is  not  enough  in  the  Sea  of  Cortez.  Many 
boats  now  are  using  a  20  micron  prefilter  for  the  5  micron  prefilter. 
This  saves  on  expensive  5  micron  filters  and  sends  cleaner  water  to 
the  high  pressure  pump.  If  there’s  space  in  your  boat,  you  could' 
probably  have  even  another  prefilter  in  line  and  not  hurt  anything. 

At  the  moment,  I  only  have  the  one  5  micron  prefilter.  In  the  Bahia 
de  Los  Angeles  area,  I’ve  been  having  to  change  it  every  six  to  eight 
hours  of  running  time,  as  it  gets  gunked  up  and  smells  bad.  I  have 
been  washing  and  sun-drying  them,  reusing  them  two  or  three  times. 

Having  a  watermaker  is  great,  as  there’s  nothing  nicer  than 
luxurious  showers,  fresh  water  to  wash  dishes,  and  full  tanks  every 
day.  But  it  seems  that  a  few  years  ago  when  I  was  installing  our  unit, 
no  one  said  anything  about  extra  prefilters,  or  that  some  areas  such 
as  Alaska  or  the  Sea  of  Cortez  were  extra  dirty,  salty  and  full  of  live 
stuff.  In  Alaska,  some  areas  were  tea-colored  from  all  the  trees  and 
vegetation. 

1  have  a  Village  Marine  12-volt  unit  that  had  a  lot  of  start  up 
problems,  and  at  that  time  I  don’t  think  the  company  was  very  good 
at  customer  service.  Most  of  the  bugs  seem  to  be  out  of  my  unit  now, 
and  relations  with  Village  Marine  are  much  improved.  We  get  five 
gallons  per  hour  with  a  draw  of  12  amps.  The  water  checks  out 
between  400-500  PPM  and  tastes  good.  Sorry  I  didn’t  write  sooner  to 
help  some  new  Mexico-bound  boats. 

Now  if  we  could  just  get  good  refrigeration  that  didn’t  suck  the 
batteries  dry  every  day! 

Richard  Crane 
Sea  Crane  Peterson  44 
Baja,  California 

Richard  —  Watermakers  are  simple  devices:  a  pump  forces 
seawater  through  a  Dupont  membrane  that  filters  out  the  salt  and 
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Chris  Maher’s  Morgan  38 
BLARNEY3  arriving  in 
IV  xico  with  her  UK 
Fiasher  —  the  sail  we 
call  the  “Nylon  Diesel.” 


HR 


CHRIS  MAHER  is  a  cruiser. 

In  fact  he’s  just  returned 
from  Mexico  after  convoy 
cruising  in  the  Baja  HaHa 
(an  event  the  loft  sponsored) 
with  his  wife  and  two  sons 
on  their  Morgan  38  Blarney3. 

Whether  you  need  infor¬ 
mation  on  wiring,  water 
makers,  working  jibs  or  any 
other  sails  for  your  boat, 
give  Chris  a  call  because 
he’s  got  hands-on  cruising 
experience. 

BILL  COLOMBO  is  addicted 
to  boat  speed.  He’s  raced 
on  many  boats  in  the  Bay 
over  the  last  decade.  His 
knowledge  and  UK’s  race 
winning  sails  will  make  any 
boat  faster. 

Marc  Miltenberger  photo 
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UK  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 

2035  Clement  Ave. 

Alameda, CA  945  503.9411  /  Contact  Bill 

800-814-0814  •  510-523  941 
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uk  northwest 

#3-2062  Henry  Ave. 

Sidney, BCV8L3S9 

304-656-8843 

Contact  Tim  Km# 
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GANIS  CREDIT  CORP 

Where 
Boat  Loans 
Are  Smooth 
Sailing 


Whether  purchasing  a  new  boat, 
a  used  boat  or  refinancing  an  existing  loan, 
GANIS  CREDIT  CORP 
has  the  right  program  for  you... 

GANIS 
CREDIT 
CORP 

Loans  from  $25,000 

1070  Marina  Village  Pkwy.,  Alameda,  CA  94501  •  (800)  671-1555 

Alameda  -  Boston  -  Ft.  Lauderdale  ~  Houston  -  Newport  Beach 
New  York  -  San  Diego  -  Seattle  ~  St.  Petersburg  ~  Stamford 
Member,  National  Marine  Bankers  Association 


other  impurities.  The  major  threat  to  the  system  is  dirty  water,  be  it 
particularly  salty,  muddy  —  and  most  damaging  of  all  —  oily. 

The  cleaner  the  water  reaching  the  membrane,  the  more  efficiently 
the  watermaker  is  going  to  work,  and  the  less  strain  there  is  going  to 
be  on  the  pump  and  the  membrane.  So  one  or  more  prefilters  is  a 
good  idea  no  matter  where  you  are  in  the  world. 

Man  issue  of  conscience 

In  the  November  issue  —  the  one  with  the  September  cover — you 
did  a  very  good  job  of  answering  Ernie  Copp’s  misinformed  letter 
about  New  Zealand  and  Section  21 .  But  there  were  some  points  that 
weren’t  covered. 

I  admit  that  I’m  a  neophyte  cruiser  with  lots  to  learn.  I  began 
sailing  in  1957,  singlehanded  to  Hawaii  in  1964,  and  have  cruised 
60,000  miles  since  then.  I’m  still  cruising  and  learning  from  all  sorts 
of  neat  people. 

Our  last  boat,  Dulcinea,  took  us  to  New  Zealand  10  years  ago.  This 
time,  however,  we’re  giving  NZ  a  big  pass  —  as  are  about  50%  of  the 
cruising  fleet  that  normally  would  have  gone  there.  I  base  this  figure 
on  Reports  from  Les  (F05GZ)  in  Moorea. 

There  were  two  major  points  not  addressed  in  your  response  to 
Copp:  1)  The  right  of  innocent  passage  was  guaranteed  to  all  foreign 
flag  vessels  by  Article  94  of  the  United  Nations  Convention  on  the 
Law  of  the  Sea  1982  —  an  international  treaty  signed  by  New 
Zealand.  The  point  is  that  Section  21  is  not  just  International  Law  — 
but  International  Law  to  which  New  Zealand  has  agreed. 

2)  New  Zealand’s  Section  21  of  the  1994  Maritime  Transport  Act 
leaves  the  determination  of  'adequacy'  on  every  issue  up  to  the 
inspector’s  discretion.  A  hostile  inspector  could  require  a  complete 
refit  of  a  vessel’s  bilge  pump  system,  for  example.  Then  what  happens 
if  another  island  country  is  persuaded  by  New  Zealand  to  initiate  the 
same  Section  21  requirements  —  and  that  country’s  inspector 
requires  a  different  standard  for  bilge  water  control?  An  impossible 
situation  for  the  cruiser  results,  as  he/she  could  potentially  be  required 
to  meet  different  standards  in  each  country. 

Holy  Grail  meets  all  New  Zealand’s  Category  1  requirements,  so 
we  expect  we  would  pass  such  an  inspection  with  no  problem.  And 
the  minor  cost  of  the  inspection  is  really  not  the  issue.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  we  cruisers  do  not  view  the  boycott  as  a  financial  issue,  but  as  a 
matter  of  conscience.  It’s  an  issue  which  threatens  orderly  agreements 
between  nations;  an  issue  that  separates  hostility  from  peaceful  co¬ 
existence.  No  nation  that  fails  to  adhere  to  its  contracts  or  treaties 
should  be  supported. 

We  loved  New  Zealand  when  we  sailed  there  last  time,  and  we  will 
go  again  as  soon  as  their  government  decides  to  honor  its  agreements 
with  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Howard  R.  Conant 
Holy  Grail 
Pago  Pago,  American  Samoa 

( 

Howard  —  Governments  the  world  over  honor  treaties  when  it 
suits  them,  and  ignore  them  when  it  doesn’t.  So  New  Zealand  really 
isn’t  doing  anything  the  United  States  hasn’t  done  about  a  zillion 
times.  And  while  we’re  certainly  not  in  favor  of  Section  21,  God  help 
us  all  if  countries  went  to  war  over  relatively  small  issues  such  as  that. 

But  what’s  the  deal  with  going  to  New  Zealand,  having  a  great  old 
time,  and  then  simply  sailing  away  without  getting  inspected  or 
clearing  out?  As  we  understood  it,  a  number  of  countries  —  such  os 
Van  uatu  —  said  they ’d  be  willing  to  clear  in  boats  that  hadn ’t  checked 
out.  Certainly  some  free-thinking,  don’t-give-a-damn  cruisers  have 
tried  it. 

Mcamaraderie  continued  at  each  anchorage 

We  just  read  the  Did  Anyone  Beat  Us  letter  from  the  January  issue, 
while  lying  at  anchor  off  Playa  Ropa  in  Zihuatanejo  Bay.  Frankly,  we 
were  very  surprised  at  Latitude’s  response,  especially  concerning  the 
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BAY 


•  Gas/Diesel  Engine  Service 

•  Electrical  Repair  &  Installation 

•  Mast  &  Rigging  Repair 

•  Towing  Service 

•  Fiberglass  &  GelCoat  Repairs 

•  Fiberglass  Blister  Work 

•  S^ndblasting/Painting/LPU 


SHIP 


&  YACHT  CO. 


•  USCG  Cert.  Welders,  Steel/Aluminum 

•  Shipwrights  &  Caulkers 

•  Prop  &  Shaft  Work 

•  Chandlery 

•  Do-It-Yourselfers  Welcome 

•  Insurance  Work  Welcome 

•  Indoor  Paint  Facility 


Commercial  /  Pleasure  /  Power/  Sail 


HAULOUTS  ON  SHORT  NOTICE 


jsss&5s\  1-800-900-6646 


% 


FAX  (510)  237-2253 

Steve  Taft ,  Manager 

310  West  Cutting  Blvd.,  Pt.  Richmond,  CA  94804 


*99 

HAUL 

OUT 


with  any 
bottom  job  by 
Bay  Ship  & 
Yacht 


t  i -a ;;  ^  A 


CUSTOM  FOAM 


BERTHS  •  BUNKS  •  CUSHIONS 
"Because  You  Care  About  Comfort" 


COMFY  CUSHIONS  FORE  &  AFT 

•  Economical  cushion  replacement/renewal 

•  Free  custom  cutting 

•  Expert  custom  sewing 

•  Largest  selection  of  foam  in  stock 

•  High  quality  marine  fabrics 


FAMOUS  FOAM  FACTORY 

Call  one  of  our  three  locations  today  fora  FREE  estimate! 

2416  San  Pablo  Ave.,  Santa  Cruz  Mattress  &  950  Geneva  at  Mission, 

Berkeley  Upholstery,  923  Water  St.  San  Francisco 

841-9001  (408)426-0102  (415) 


334-4422 


RUST  PROBLEMS? 

HERE  ARE  THE  ANSWERS: 


Rust-Off™ 

Easy  rust  removal. 

Spray  On— Wipe  Off 

Boeshield® 

Rust  prevention  that 
lasts  for  months. 

B0ESHIELD  T*9® 

285  JAMES  STREET 
HOLLAND,  Ml  49424 

1-800-962-1732 

Available  at  better  marine  stores. 

Trademark  and  Technology  licensed  by  THE  BOEING  COMPANY. 
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Emery  Cove 

Y  A  C  H  TV  H  A  R  B  0  R 

THE  BEST 
INVESTMENT 
IN  BOATING! 

Own  your  own  slip, 
save  money 
and  earn  equity. 

Save  1  /3  off  your  rental  cost 
when  you  own 
your  own  boat  slip. 

Let  us  show  you  how! 

Own  a  piece  of  San  Francisco  Bay 
and  enjoy  big  tax  savings 
as  a  slip  owner. 


1  The  only  marina  on  the  Bay  with  FEE  SIMPLE 
dockominium  ownership. 

I  Excellent  berth  financing. 

Slip  Repurchase  Guaranty  available. 

A  One  of  the  Bay's  cleanest  and  best  managed  marinas. 

A  The  perfect  location  -  cruising  starts 
just  minutes  from  cast  off. 

A  Complimentary  hot  beverages,  free  library 
with  marine  videos,  charts  and  books. 

A  Rental  rates  from  $5.25  to  $5.75 
-  ask  about  our  "Rent  to  Own"  plan. 


(510)  428-0505 

3300  Powell  Street  •  Emeryville  •  CA  94608 


lack  of  cohesiveness  of  the  fleet  during  the  Baja  Ha-ha.  We  do  agree 
with  Larry’s  assessment  of  the  reporting  about  the  rally  in  the 
December  issue;  we  had  a  great  time  —  but  realize  we  missed  a  lot  of 
events. 

We  were  a  division  leader  for  seven  of  the  Ha-Ha  boats.  Each 
morning  we  obtained  the  status  and  position  of  each  boat,  either 
directly  or  as  relayed  by  another  boat.  The  only  exceptions  were  two 
mornings  when  one  boat  without  an  SSB,  who  had  left  Turtle  Bay 
late,  could  not  be  reached. 

We  took  our  role  seriously  —  and  enjoyed  talking  to  the  other 
boats  in  our  division  and  subsequently  relaying  the  information  to  the 
Grand  Poohbah,  Pete  Caras,  incidentally,  the  Poohbah,  who  was 
apparently  ill  most  of  the  trip,  responded  to  every  request  we  made', 
answered  each  of  our  calls,  and  never  complained  about  his  illness 
other  than  to  say  he  didn’t  feel  too  well.  \ 

We  are  a  rather  low  profile  couple,  and  one  of  our  reasons  for 
volunteering  to  be  the  division  leader  was  to  increase  our  visibility. 
But  even  this  tactic  did  not  raise  our  profile  enough  to  allow  us  to  be 
included  in  the  December  issue’s  list  of  Ha-Ha  finishers! 

W^  hope  the  Wanderer  will  calm  down  over  the  next  few  months 
and  again  sponsor  a  Ha-Ha  this  November.  The  camaraderie  gener¬ 
ated  during  the  event  has  continued  to  each  and  every  anchorage.  I 
seriously  doubt  if  our  'fun  quotient'  would  be  as  high  if  we  weren’t 
thrown  together  with  other  cruisers  in  an  organized  event. 

Greg  and  Patricia  Baldwin 
Jambo,  Tanton  44 
Zihuatanejo  /  Napa 

Greg  &  Patricia  —  We  salute  you  for  having  lived  up  to  your 
'division  leader'  gig  —  and  are  delighted  it  provided  you  with  as  much 
fun  and  new  friends  as  we  suspected  it  might.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
apologize  profusely  for  your  having  not  been  included  in  the  list  of 
Ha-Ha  finishers.  It  might  have  been  due  to  an  error  up  here  at  our 
production  office  —  but  it  may  also  have  had  something  to  do  with  the 
Wanderer  arriving  in  Cabo  and  nobody  knowing  who  had  finished, 
who  hadn’t,  and  who  had  dropped  out. 

Trust  us,  we’re  calm  about  the  whole  matter  of  boats  checking  in 
and  the  Ha-Ha  in  general.  But  we’re  also  resolute.  When  everything 
goes  fine  —  as  was  the  case  this  year —  nobody  cares  if  anybody  kept 
track  of  the  boats.  But  if  a  boat  had  gone  missing,  it  would  have  been 
an  entirely  different  story.  There  is  a  certain  amount  of  'safety  in 
’  numbers',  but  it  evaporates  if  nobody  knows  where  anybody  is.  And 
as  we  think  you ’d  be  willing  to  testify,  keeping  track  of  five  to  10  boats 
is  more  rewarding  than  it  is  work. 

If  we  were  to  sponsor  another  Ha-Ha  in  November,  we  would 
absolutely  insist  on  a  'social  division' for  folks  who  wanted  the  T-shirts, 
BBQs,  rigging  knives,  recognition  and  such  —  but  who  weren’t 
necessarily  committed  to  the  basic  itinerary  or  informing  the  Grand 
Poohbah  if  and  when  they  dropped  out.  It’s  not  that  we  don’t  like  or 
understand  people  wanting  to  go  their  own  way  when  the  weather  is 
ideal;  we  do.  It’s  simply  that  we  refuse  to  be  left  holding  the  bag  for 
folks  who  can’t  be  bothered  to  pick  up  a  microphone  and  make  a  30- 
second  call. 

MTHEY’RE  willing  to  pay  me 

I’ve  been  searching  for  the  answer  to  a  question,  and  believe  you 
might  be  able  to  answer  it  for  me. 

I’ve  been  sailing  for  over  25  years,  mostly  on  my  own  boats.  I 
started  with  a  P-Cat  in  1967  and  now  —  many  boats  later  —  have  a 
Bristol  29.  I’ve  grown  more  and  more  in  love  with  sailboats  of  all 
types,  and  would  like  to  spend  more  time  on  the  water.  So,  I’ve 
decided  to  teach  some  of  my  friends. who’ ve  shown  an  interest  in 
sailing. 

They  are  willing  to  pay  me,  so  I’ve  written  a  six-module  course  for 
beginning  sailors.  I  would  be  teaching  on  the  Delta  near  Rio  Vista.  My 
question  is:  Do  I  need  to  have  a  Coast  Guard  'Six  Pak'  license  in 
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Why  do  sailors  recommend 
IMSSP^  to  their  friends? 


Choosing  the  right  sailing  school 
is  more  than  just  finding  a  place  to  take 
a  class.  Sailing  opens  up  a  whole  new 
world  for  you,  your  friends  and  family. 
You  want  to  find  a  facility  that  gives 
you  the  life  style  as  well  as  the  sport. 
OCSC  knows  this  better  than  anyone! 
We  pioneered  the  "club  concept"  17 
years  ago.  Our  focus  is  to  provide  you 
with  instant  access  to  every  phase  of 
the  sport  without  requiring  boat  own¬ 
ership.  At  OCSC  you  learn  from  pro¬ 
fessionals.  You  choose  from  an  excel¬ 
lent  fleet  of  charter  yachts.  You  are 
certified  to  bareboat  charter  anywhere 
in  the  world.  And  you  connect  with  a 
great  group  of  like  minded  enthusiasts, 
at  social  activities  and  special  events. 
At  OCSC  you  have  it  all. 

Why  Berkeley? 

Since  sailing  is  a  natural,  sensual 
and  intuitive  activity,  the  pleasure  you 
derive  from  it  is  inseparable  from  the 
environment  in  which  you  sail.  OCSC's 
central  San  Francisco  Bay  location 
places  you  in  sailing  conditions  that 
are  the  envy  of  sailors  nationwide. 

For  learning,  the  steady,  consistent 
winds  on  Berkeley's  Olympic  Circle 
create  an  ideal  training  environment. 
At  OCSC,  your  sailing  backdrop  is  the 
beautiful  San  Francisco  skyline,  the 


bay's  most  prominent  islands  and  the 
alluring  Golden  Gate. 

When  chartering  from  Berkeley, 
you  are  immediately  in  great  sailing 
conditions  with  all  your  favorite  desti¬ 
nations  already  in  sight.  In  fact.  Sailor 
magazine  said,  "OCSC's  location  gives 
its  sailors  instant  access  to  some  of  the 
finest  sailing  on  the  planet." 

The  Best  Training  Program 

At  OCSC  we  combine  our  extraor¬ 
dinary  location,  the  smallest  class  sizes 
in  the  industry  and  state  of  the  art  equip¬ 
ment  with  a  curriculum  that  is  thor¬ 
ough  and  efficient.  Our  modular  train¬ 
ing  program  consists  of  a  progressive 
ladder  of  individual  classes,  each  dove¬ 
tailed  to  the  next  with  clearly  defined 
expectations  and  certifications.  You 
may  slip  into  the  program  at  a  level 
appropriate  for  your  current  skills. 

Included  in  each  course  is  every¬ 
thing  necessary  for  your  success:  text¬ 
books  and  collateral  materials,  spray 
gear  and  float  vests,  the  right  boat  for 
each  level,  even  your  lunches  with  full 
day  classes  are  provided.  Bring  your 
sunglasses  and  a  sense  of  adventure, 
we  supply  the  rest. 

Great  Instructors 

OCSC  instructors  are  US  Coast 
Guard  licensed  and  US  Sailing  certified 
professionals.  Each  has  been  thor¬ 
oughly  screened  for  outstanding  sea¬ 


manship  and  communications  skills 
(less  than  one  in  twenty  applicants  make 
the  grade).  Then  we  thoroughly  train 
them  in  the  successful  teaching  meth¬ 
ods  OCSC  has  developed. 

The  twenty-five  men  and  women 
who  make  up  the  OCSC  instructional 
staff  are  simply  the  best  qualified  and 
best  prepared  teachers  in  the  industry. 
They  average  at  least  5  years  with  us. 
You  will  find  them  all  to  be  patient, 
caring  guides  who  will  share  your 
enthusiam  and  excitement  about  sail¬ 
ing  and  each  new  skill  you  master. 

The  Full  Service  Club 

OCSC  offers  a  wide  range  of  ac¬ 
tivities  to  make  your  sailing  easy,  fun 
and  economical.  Regularly  scheduled 
events  include  afternoon  picnic  sails, 
moonlight  sails,  weekend  cruises,  semi¬ 
nars,  video  nights,  exciting  vacation 
cruises  around  the  world  and  more. 

These  activities  take  full  advantage 
of  our  world-class  waterfront  facility, 
which  includes  a  two  story  club-house 
with  a  commanding  three  bridge  bay 
view,  fully  equipped  classroom,  and 
sunny  outdoor  deck,  all  set  in  a  land¬ 
scaped  park,  and  all  just  a  few  steps 
from  the  forty  yachts  waiting  at  our 
docks. 

Please  visit  us  anytime  at  your  conve¬ 
nience.  We’ll  take  the  time  to  show  you 
our  facility  and  discuss  your  goals.  You 
will  discover  that  sailing  is  more  than  a 
sport  -  it’s  an  exciting  new  life  style! 


SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY  'SAILING  Sy Steffi 

FREE  BROCHURE  (“3") 

1-800-223-2984 

#  1  Spinnaker  Way,  Berkeley  Marina,  Berkeley,  CA  94710 
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JOAN  BURLEIGH 
800-442-6281 

2415  Mariner  Square  Drive 
Alameda,  CA  94501 

At  Essex  Credit  we  make  getting  that 
boat  loan  easy  ...just  add  water! 

ESSEX 

CREDIT 

CORPORATION 


Loans  will  be  made  or  arranged  pursuant  to  a  California  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Corporations  Personal  Property  Broker  license  or  Con¬ 
sumer  Finance  Lender  license.  Minimum  loans  $10,000. 


Essex  Credit  finances  new 
and  used  boats  from  the 
mallest  day-sailor  to  the 
argest  motoryacht.  We 
offer  the  best  deal  going... 
loans  at  unbeatable 
interest  rates.  Extended  terms... 
fast  convenient,  discreet  service. 
That’s  why  we’re  America’s 
leader  in  pleasure  craft 
financing.  Don’t  wait.  For  the 
best  boat  loans  available  call 


order  to  do  this?  I’ve  heard  opinions  both  ways,  and  am  confused  as 
to  what  is  necessary.  Rafting  companies  have  unlicensed  people 
taking  paying  passengers  down  the  Colorado  River. 

Named  Withheld  By  Request 
Middle  California 

N.  W.B.R.  —  It  doesn’t  matter  what  they  do  on  the  Colorado  River, 
if  you’re  taking  paying  passengers  —  which  your  students  would  be 
—  on  the  Bay,  Delta,  or  ocean,  you’ll  need  at  least  a  'Six  Pak'  license 
to  be  legal.  But  with  your  experience  and  a  couple  of  months  of 
dedicated  study,  we  bet  you  could  earn  your  license  by  summer. 

liff STEAMY  EXHAUST  ON  THE  LOIRE  RIVER  ' 

That  was  a  super  January  issue  article  on  the  French  Canals! 

Judging  by  the  Westerly’s  steamy  exhaust  in  the  Loire  Aqueduct 
photo,  I’m  wondering  if  they  might  have  had  the  problem  we  did  with 
a  similar  boat.  One  of  the  summer  maintenance  projects  along  the 
Loire  seems  to  be  cutting  weeds  along  the  bank,  and  as  a  result 
quantities  of  floating  cuttings  got  sucked  into  the  Westerly-type  engine 
cqoling  water  intake  strainer.  Eventually  it  would  lead  to  overheating, 
which  isn’t  good. 

The  pleasure  of  meeting  lockkeepers  is  gradually  disappearing 
along  the  Canal  du  Midi,  as  the  smaller  locks  that  just  fit  the  older 
standard  size  peniche  are  converted  to  the  automated  self-service 
type.  A  few  hundred  yards  ahead  of  the  lock  is  a  pole  hanging  from 
overhead  wires.  As  you  pass  beneath,  you  reach  up  and  give  the  pole 
a  twist,  which  tells  the  lock  you  want  in.  If  it’s  ready,  the  signal  light 
at  the  lock  changes  to  green  and  you  proceed.  If  there’s  a  boat  in  the 
lock  or  it  needs  to  be  filled  or  emptied  to  be  ready,  the  signal,  not 
surprisingly,  stays  red  until  it  is  ready .  Once  you’  re  inside  the  lock  and 
tied  up,  you  work  the  control  at  the  lock,  and  it  does  its  thing;  closing 
gates,  filling  or  emptying,  and  opening  gates  at  the  other  end. 

There’s  another  type  of  self-service  lock  on  the  Mame-Rhine  route 
east  of  Paris,  as  it  goes  through  the  scenic,  winding  Moselle/Mosel 
River  valley,  complete  with  castles  on  the  high  points  and  vineyards 
lining  the  steep  slopes.  Many  of  the  15th  century  towns  along  the  way 
feature  their  own  variation  on  the  Mosel-Saar-Ruwer  type  of  German 
Wine.  The  Zeller  Schwarze  Katz  or  Bemkasteler  Doktor  are  two 
examples.  The  Romans  had  wine  barges  plying  these  waters,  but 
today  the  river  is  'canal-ized'  to  accept  the  500-foot  'Rhine  ships'. 

On  the  German  section  of  the  river,  small  craft  locks  have  been 
built  alongside  the  huge  ones.  This  saves  tremendous  quantities  of 
water  that  would  have  to  be  used  to  put  a  yacht  through  a  full  size 
lock.  To  operate  these  locks,  you  put  someone  ashore  to  the  lock 
control  box.  Simply,  the  lever  is  turned  to  up  or  down  stream,  and  the 
system  does  the  rest.  Being  at  the  bottom  of  the  roughly  12  x  35-ft 
lock  when  it  lowers  40  feet  or  so  below  the  full  level  while  you  wonder 
if  the  gates  will  actually  open  can  be  a  claustrophobic  experience. 

James  Crittenden 
Convergence 
San  Rafael 

Mnot  a  good  enough  reason 

After  reading  your  answer  to  David  Lee’s  letter  regarding 
verification  of  Coast  Guard  licensed  captains,  I  was  stunned.  I’m  a 
200  gross  ton  Coast  Guard  Master  and  proud  of  my  license.  To 
receive  this  license,  I  had  to  submit  documentation  listing  my  sea  time 
and  experiences,  some  of  which  was  verified.  I  don’t  want  to  bore 
anyone  with  my  experience,  but  my  first  100  gross  ton  license  was 
issued  by  the  Panama  Canal  Zone  in  1975  —  before  Jimmy  gave  the 
Canal  away. 

At  that  time  I  was  running  work  boats,  personnel  vessels,  and  port 
operations  for  the  U.S.  Navy  in  Rodman.  After  leaving  the  Canal 
Zone,  I  applied  for,  was  tested,  and  received  my  first  Coast  Guard 
100  gross  ton  license.  It’s  true  that  I  never  had  to  demonstrate  my  on- 
the-water  abilities;  my  sea  time,  experience  and  Canal  Zone  license 
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Hull  Wax  With  The  Famous  Mariner  Boat  Yard 
Supercote  Bottom  Job  During  February  1996 

Mariner  Boatyard  would  like  to  thank  all  of  our  customers 
and  wish  you  all  a  happy  and  prosperous  1996. 
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PAINT  by 

IT 


Call  Now  For  An  Appointment! 

MARINER  BOAT  YARD 

"Where  Service  Has  Meaning" 

(510)  521-6100  •  (800)  65-MARINE 

2415  Mariner  Square  Drive  Alameda,  CA  94501 

-  '  /  ■ 


Pete  Van  Inwegen  -  Manager 

*  My  wife  is  letting  me  do  it  for  free 
but  it  cost  me  a  trip  to  Maui. 


ARMADA* 

Beauty  and  protection,  long-lasting 
and  affordable—  the  ultimate 
combination  is  ARMADA®. 

In  Semi-Gloss  and  High-Gloss, 
ARMADA®  stands  above. 


“...in  a  blind  test  for  preference, 
PS  staffers  all  chose  ARMADA® 
as  holding  up  better? 

Practical  Sailor 

comparing  ARMADA®  to  Sikkens  Cetol 

800-669-1025 


SEAWARD 

PACIFIC 

TAYANA  •  DENCHO  MARINE  •  HALVORSEN  •  CRYSTALINER 


supercruiser  (soo'per'croos'er)  n.  extremely  fast 
59'  offshore  cruiser,  easily  handled  by  a  couple, 
designed  by  B  ob  Perry  and  built  by  Dennis  Choate, 
for  the  21st  century. 

Hull  #3  available  for  1996  delivery. 


101  Shipyard  Way,  Suite  K,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 

(714)  673-5950 
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The  New  Choice 
For  The  Performance 
Cruiser  or  Racer 


Vectran®  Sails  by  Hood 


Hood  Vectran  sailcloth  provides  the  light 
weight  of  laminates  and  the  durability  of 
Dacron.  Hood's  patented woven  Vectran 
is  a  low-stretch,  long  lasting,  high- 
performance  sailcloth  that  produces  the 
softest,  easiest  handling  sails  you  can  buy. 
Unconditionally  guaranteed  against 
delamination . 

To  find  out  more  about  your  best  choice 
for  lightweight,  low-stretch  sails,  call  Robin 
or  Vicki  Sodaro. 

RACING  SAILS  •  CRUISING  SAILS  •  REPAIR  SERVICE  •  CONSULTATION 


MOOD, 


SAILMAKERS 


DUTCHMAN9 

Forespar 


(■23^ 


(415)  332-4104 

Fax  (41  5)  332-0943 


(800)  883-7245 

466  Coloma  St.,  Sausalito,  CA  94965 

e-mail:  hoodsails@aol.com 
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supported  my  on-the-water  abilities. 

After  many  more  years  of  experience  as  a  mate  and  as  captain  in 
larger  tonnage  vessels,  I  re-tested  for  200  gross  ton.  My  application, 
which  included  sea  time  and  experience,  was  verified  before  they 
allowed  me  to  take  the  series  of  exams  required  for  the  larger 
tonnage. 

Granted,  ttifere  are  Coast  Guard  licensed  captains  who  received 
licenses  without  verification  of  their  skills.  But  this  is  not  a  good 
enough  reason  to  call  the  Coast  Guard  license  testing  a  'farce'  and 
refuse  to  get  your  license.  Take  the  test,  get  your  license  if  you  can, 
then  you  have  the  right  to  call  it  a  'farce'.  If  you  still  feel  that  it’s  a 
worthless  piece  of  paper,  hang  it  up  in  the  head  or  wipe  yoijr  butt 
with  it. 

As  for  David  Lee,  I’m  a  professional  licensed  captain  in  charge  of 
a  vessel  and  living  in  Puerto  Vallarta.  I  disagree  with  Lee’s  claim  that 
there’s  an  overabundance  of  Coast  Guard  licensed  captains  in  P.V. 
There  are  a  lot  of  captains  who  only  claim  to  have  licenses.  If  anyone 
wants  verification  of  a  license,  all  they  need  to  do  is  simply  ask  to  see 
it.  There’s  no  need  to  have  written  Latitude-,  all  you  had  to  do  is  ask 
a  'real'  licensed  captain. 

I’m  a  powerboat  captain,  but  I  love  your  magazine  and  look 
forward  to  it  every  month.  I  really  enjoy  reading  it  when  I  sail  Nasty 
Habit  in  Banderas  Bay.  Who  says  you  can’t  have  the  best  of  both 
worlds? 

Captain  E.A.  (Tony)  Gamacho 
Billfisher 

Marina  Vallarta,  Puerto  Vallarta 

Tony  —  Sorry,  but  we  still  reserve  the  right  to  use  "farce”  to 
describe  any  captain  licensing  process  that  doesn  ’t  necessarily  require 
an  applicant  to  have  been  —  ever  —  at  the  helm  of  a  vessel. 
Especially  when  the  license  allows  such  'captains'  to  carry  passengers 
for  hire.  ' 

The  bottom  line  is  results,  and  we  can  only  assume  you  have  no 
idea  how  many  incompetent,  ignorant  —  and  out  of  practice  —  Coast 
Guard  certified  colleagues  you  have  lower  down  on  the  license 
ladder.  We  refer  specifically  to  those  holding  'Six  Pak'  licenses.  Sure 
the  bunglers  get  weeded  out  before  they  get  the  200  ton  licenses,  but 
isn’t  that  a  little  late? 

As  for  suggesting  that  David  Lee  merely  needed  to  ask  a  "real" 
captain  how  to  determine  whether  a  claimant  is  a  bonafide  licensed 
captain,  your  answer  demonstrated  a  surprising  naivete.  For  when  it 
comes  to  forging  documents,  a  Coast  Guard  license  is  child’s  play. 
The  Coast  Guard  is  no  better  at  providing  forge-resistant  licenses  than 
they  are  at  weeding  out  unfit  applicants  for  Six  Pak  licenses. 

No  one  is  attacking  you  personally  or  professionally,  we’re 
attacking  the  ineffectual  system  that  allows  the  unqualified  and 
incompetent  to  get  licenses. 

MYOU  DON’T  KNOW  WHAT  YOU’RE  TALKING  ABOUT! 

I  wish  to  take  issue  with  your  current  diatribes  against  Coast  Guard 
licensing.  It  has  always  been  apparent  that  you  hold  the  U.S.  Coast 
Guard  in  very  low  esteem.  And  when  one  considers  their  routine 
behavior  in  boarding  private  boats  and  terrorizing  the  passengers  and 
crew  with  machine  guns  to  make  sure  that  everyone  is  'doing  it  right', 
I  must  agree  with  you. 

When  you  carry  this  same  animosity  over  to  the  Coast  Guard 
licensing  program,  however,  you  are  way  off  base.  You  don’t  know 
what  you  are  talking  about.  Your  original  concern,  if  I  remember 
correctly,  was  that  the  licensing  program  does  not  provide  for  hands- 
on  experience,  since  it  relies  upon  written  examinations.  In  response 
to  this  misstatement  of  fact,  Martin  McNair  pointed  out  in  the  January 
issue  that  it  takes  years  of  documented  hands-on  experience  just  to 
qualify  for  the  written  exams. 

Your  snide  reply  to  this  was  that  since  the  navigation  exams  only 

require  a  70%  passing  grade,  that  the  Coast  Guard  must  believe  that 
— 
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•bor  sheltered  from  the 
winds,  surrounded  by 
s,  grassy,  open  space, 
ce  for  you  to  enjoy 
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particular  harbor  is  Marina 
Village*  The  Marina  where 
youMI  enjoy  the  good  times, 


MARINA  VILLAGE  -  Much  More  Than  Just  a  Marina 

(510)  521-0905 
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Partners  in  Marine  Communications 

SGCHF-SSB 


A  Revolutionary  Digital 
Communications  System 

Transmits  and  receives  E-MAIL,  WEATHER, 
GRAPHICS  and  other  DATA  through  your 
computer  and  Single-Side-Band  radio.  No 
expensive  satellite  or  radio  telex  charges!  Matter 
of  fact,  with  PinOak  Qigital’s  PODComrn System □“ 
your  only  charge  is  for  data  transmitted,  not  time. 
A  savings  of  more  than  600%  over  other 
systems.  Being  in  touch  was  never  so  reliable 
and  affordable.  Yes  .  .  .  PinOak  is  here! 

PinOak  Digital  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  360  Gladstone,  NJ  07934 

1  800  PinOak  1  Fax  908  234-9685 

Available  From: 

Specializing  in  Amateur 
Maritime,  Aeronautical  &  Land 
Mobile  H.F.S.S.B  Radio 

Installation  -  Service  -  Sales 

Radio  is  our  business.  .  . 

Our  only  business!!! 

2021  ALASKA  PACKER  PL.  #2 
ALAMEDA.  CA  94501 
(510)  814-8888 
FAX  (510)  814-9055 

Located  in  the  Grand  Marine  Marine  Center 


30%  navigation  errors  are  satisfactory.  As  the  holder  of  a  Coast 
Guard  Master’s  License  —  any  gross  tons  or  ocean  —  I  would  like  to 
advise  you  that  the  grades  for  navigation,  celestial  and  piloting,  and 
Rules  of  the  Road  are  90%-ers.  And  that  no  calculators  are  allowed. 
You  have  got  to  know  these  subjects. 

I  would  advise  you  to  get  over  your  spite  long  enough  to  call  the 
local  Coast  Guard  licensing  office  and  get  factual  information  before 
you  take  any  more  swipes  at  something  you  know  nothing  about.  In 
the  meantime,  1  still  consider  Latitude  the  best  of  its  kind  anywhere  — 
and  I  will  be  following  the  next  several  issues  to  see  what  kind  of 
garbage  you  throw  at  me. 

Frank  Taylor 
Lewiston,  California 

t  Frank  —  We  only  hold  the  Coast  Guard  in  low  esteem  to  the  extent 
that  they  allow  such  stupid  license  testing  procedures  to  continue  — 
oh  yeah,  and  to  the  extent  that  they  apparently  make  no  effort  to 
update  rules  and  regulations  from  the  days  of  the  Monitor  and 
Merrimac.  We  don’t  blame  them  for  those  stupid  boardings,  they’re 
made  to  do  that  by  ignoramuses  in  Washington.  Overall,  we’re  giant 
fans  of  the  Coast  Guard. 

As  to  factual  matters,  we  regret  to  report  that  it’s  you  and  McNair, 
not  us,  who  are  in  error.  If  you’ll  read  Capt.  Stephen  Brown’s  letter 
that  follows,  perhaps  you’ll  believe  us  when  we  say  you  don’t  have  to 
have  any  'hands-on'  experience  to  get  a  license  to  carry  passengers. 
And  that  —  you’ll  have  to  agree  —  is  pathetic. 

As  for  the  'facts'  about  what  is  a  passing  test  score  to  be  a  captain 
licensed  to  carry  paying  passengers,  you  are  once  again  incorrect. 
Seventy  percent  is  fine  for  general  navigation,  navigation  problems, 
general  deck,  sail  addendum,  and  safety  — for  captains  on  vessels  up 
to  100  gross  tons  and  up  to  200  miles  offshore.  Call  the  Coast  Guard 
and  you’ll  see  we’re  not  making  it  up.  The  only  grade  of  Master  that 
requires  90%  in  those  categories  is  'all  tons  and  all  oceans'. 

The  bottom  line,  Frank,  is  that  if  you  knew  as  much  about  this 
licensing  business  as  we  did  —  and  we’re  not  trying  to  be  snide  — 
we’re  confident  you’d  be  as  disgusted  as  we  are. 

Jiff  IT’S  UP  TO  YOU 

I’m  a  Coast  Guard-licensed  Near  Coastal  Master  with  Sailing 
Endorsement.  Unlike  Martin  McNair  and  —  I  guess  —  some  others, 

I  share  Latitude’s  opinion  of  the  licensing  procedure  for  'captains'. 

As  you  probably  already  know,  any  candidate  for  a  Coast  Guard 
license  who  has  accumulated  'sea  time'  aboard  his  own  boat  signs  for 
it  himself.  When  I  got  my  first  license  seven  years  back,  I  asked  the 
Coastie  over  the  counter  at  Alameda  if  I  could  count  my  days 
swinging  on  the  hook  as  'sea  time'.  ."It’s  up  to  you,"  he  replied. 
Needless  to  say,  when  I  tallied  up  my  days  aboard  my  boat  —  be  they 
sleeping,  drunk,  or  otherwise  —  but  with  the  hook  safely  buried  in  the 
sand  of  some  little  cove  somewhere  in  this  planet,  I  had  no  trouble 
coming  up  with  the  necessary  two  years  of  'sea  time'. 

McNair  apparently  used  his  28  years  of  U.S.  Navy  experience  on 
"19  different  vessels"  to  qualify  for  his  'sea  time'.  Again,  the  Coast 
Guard  makes  a  distinction  between  time  served  aboard  large  military 
or  commercial  vessels  and  vessels  less  than  1,600  GWT.  In  my 
opinion,  the  average  U.S.  Navy  sailor  barely  has  a  clue  as  to  the 
position  of  his  vessel,  which  way  the  wind  is  blowing,  ship  traffic  in 
the  vessel’s  radar  range,  and  so  forth.  In  fact,  the  average  helmsman 
aboard  a  U.S.  Navy  vessel  would  be  hard-pressed  to  plot  his  vessel’s 
position  on  a  nautical  chart  —  even  with  the  GPS  right  next  to  him! 
I  say  this  based  oh  having  worked  at  U.S.  Navy  installations  on  both 
coasts  of  the  U.S.  mainland  for  the  last  seven  years.  Even  the  Coast 
Guard  is  skeptical  of  applying  Navysea  time  to  the  smaller  tonnage 
licenses.  Does  this  tell  us  anything? 

Regarding  the  Coast  Guard’s  written  testing  procedures,  I  think  it’s 
a  "crock  of  shit".  And  I  passed  with  a  record  high  score  in  record  time. 
Why?  Just  as  is  the  case  with  FCC  ham  tests,  you  can  best  prepare  for 


Page  54  •  UMmL  •  February,  1 996 


Celestial 

50 

PILOTHOUSE 


LENGTH  OVERALL 

50  Feet 

DESIGNED  WATERLINE 

39  Ft.  7  In. 

BEAM 

13  Ft.  6  In. 

DISPLACEMENT  (loaded) 

32,340  lbs. 

DISPLACEMENT  (light) 

29,800  lbs. 

BALLAST  (lead) 

12,000  lbs. 

DRAFT 

6.6  Ft. 

SHOAL  DRAFT  OPTION 

5.0  Ft. 

SAIL  AREA 

1,031  Sq.  Ft. 

FUEL  (over  1,000  nm) 

264  U.S.  Gals. 

WATER 

395  U.S,  Gals. 

40  Pt.  San  Pedro  Road 
San  Rafael,  California  94901 
Phone  (415)  454-7595 
FAX  (415)  454-2561 

A (cuu  04t  ^hi&pJxzy, 

at  0*4/i  jbocJzi 

FIRST  IN  U.S. 

$249,500 

SAIL  AWAY! 

S.F.  Area  -  Limited 
Unit  Price  with  Reservation 
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Snatch  blocks  -  the  most  versatile  pieces 
of  hardware  aboard  offshore  boats 


Because  they  feature  a  hinged  sideplate  which  allows 
the  block  to  be  opened,  sheets  and  control  lines  can  be 
reeved  without  the  need  to  pull  the  line  through  the  sheave 
from  one  end.  They  can  easily  be  attached  to  tensioned 
sheets  when  a  lead  needs  to  be  changed  and  they  can 
be  removed  when  they  are  no  longer  needed. 

A  snap  shackle  allows  the  snatch  block  to  be  attached 
to  padeyes  or  toerails  anywhere  on  the  boat  so  they  can 
be  used  for  virtually  any  job. 

Harken  snatch  blocks  utilize  a  unique  mechanism  to 
permit  one-handed  operation.  You  can  open  and  close  the 
block  and  still  hold  onto  the  boat  in  rough  weather.  Both 
standard  ancj  hi-load  blocks  are  available  and  they  each 
feature  either  a  standard  snap  shackle  or  a  trunnion 
shackle  which  articulates  to  provide  a  fair  lead  when  used 
on  toerails  or  small  padeyes. 

Typical  uses  of  snatch  blocks  include  barberhaulers, 
large  tweaker  blocks,  jib  lead  blocks,  mast  base  reef  line 
lead  blocks,  preventers,  vangs  and  even  deflecting 
dock  lines. 

Choose  a  snatch  block  based  on  anticipated  loads  and 
avoid  having  low  load  blocks  on  a  larger  boat  so  that  they 
cannot  accidentally  be  used  in  an  abusive  situation.  When 
using  snatch  blocks  for  high  load  applications  such  as 
genoa  leads,  don’t  forget  to  consider  that  load  is  magnified 
as  lines  are  turned  sharply  in  a  block.  If  the  snatch  block 
is  serving  as  a  genoa  foot  block,  the  load  can  be  twice  the 
sheet  load.  Also  be  sure  the  attachment  point  is  as  strong 
as  the  block  -  many  stanchion  bases  are  cast  metal  and 
not  designed  to  handle  high  loads. 

Having  a  few  snatch  blocks  aboard  will  allow  you  to 
respond  to  any  situation. 

Mark  Wiss 
Harken  Pewaukee 


1251  East  Wisconsin  Avenue,  Pewaukee,  Wisconsin  53072  USA 
Telephone:  (414)  691-3320.  Fax:  (414)  691-3008 
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the  tests  by  studying  answers  to  previous  tests  —  as  opposed  to 
understanding  the  logic,  since  there  isn’t  any  —  behind  the  answers. 
All  you  have  to  do  is  tick  off  the  box  for  the  correct  answer  to  a 
question  you’ve  read  a  thousand  times. 

Coast  Guard  navigation  questions  are  heavily  predicated  on  set 
and  drift  calculations.  But  any  experienced  navigator  knows  that 
current  and  drifihreckoning  is  very  dicey  since  the  data  is  too  hard  to 
come  by.  And  the  possibility  of  error  is  double  in  the  wrong  direction 
if  your  set  actually  occurred  from  the  uncompensated  side.  Ask 
Amelia  Earhart  or  Fred  Noonan  about  that. 

Even  the  questions  in  the  Sailing  Endorsement  segment  of  the  test 
are  right  out  of  the  days  of  the  square  riggers.  "Which  is  stronger 
line?"  potential  licensees  might  be  asked,  "a)  hemp,  b)  cotton,  c) 
Manila,  d)  sisal?"  Get  real! 

I  could  go  on  and  on.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  one  could  never  pass 
the  test  from  simply  memorizing  Dutton’s  or  Bowditch.  That  stuff  is 
too  logical  and  practical.  If  anything,  Latitude’s  reply  to  McNair  was 
too  conciliatory.  If  I  remember  correctly,  a  couple  of  years  back 
Latitude  referred  to  the  Ham  radio  tests  as  a  'male  rite  of  passage'  and 
an  'initiation'.  The  same  goes  for  the  Coast  Guard  tests,  too! 

P.S.  Southbound  sailed  Cuba  from  Havana  to  Cayo  Largo  last 
year.  If  you  haven’t  had  a  Changes  from  this  area,  let  me  know. 

Stephen  J.  Brown 
Southbound 

Santa  Cruz  Harbor,  USCG  Master  License  #766194 

Jiff  ONE  OF  HIS  FAVORITE  TRICKS 

I’m  writing,  as  you  requested,  with  an  explanation  for  the 
expression  'Bob’s  your  uncle!' 

My  uncle,  ex-British  Royal  Navy  and  wonderful  seaman,  was  a 
submarine  commander  during  the  war.  He  told  me  how  they  used  to 
navigate  by  sextant,  and  that  one  of  their  favorite  tricks  was  to  shell 
enemy  subs  when  they  came  up  for  dawn  star  sights.  This  after  a  night 
of  playing  hide  and  seek  with  sonar. 

My  uncle  claimed  that  a  real  test  of  seamanship  was  being  able  to 
tie  a  bowline  behind  your  back  with  one  hand  —  preferably  on  a 
pitch  black  night  in  the  midst  of  a  gale.  In  addition,  he  was  emphatic 
that  the  gaff  rig  was  ideal  for  around  the  world  cruising.  Why? 
Because  you  could  find  the  necessary  palm  trees  to  make  a  new  rig 
on  any  desert  island. 

Even  during  his  retirement  years  in  Sydney,  my  uncle  sailed 
boldly,  often  on  a  Sydney  Harbor  skiff.  I  remember  trying  to  go 
dinghy  sailing  with  him  one  afternoon  during  the  tail  end  of  a 
hurricane.  When  we  untied  the  dinghy  from  the  roof  of  the  car,  it  blew 
100  yards  down  the  beach,  tumbling  end  over  end  all  the  way.  And 
we  still  went  out  sailing. 

In  any  event,  upon  the  proud  display  of  a  completed  bowline 
appearing  from  behind  his  back,  I  always  used  to  say,  "Bob’s  your 
uncle."  As  you  might  well  have  guessed,  my  uncle’s  name  is  Robert 
Clutterbuck. 

Peter  Clutterbuck 
Furnace  Lodge,  Killinghurst  Lane,  Surrey,  England 

Readers  —  Some  of  you  may  remember  a  long  letter  from 
Clutterbuck  about  a  year  ago.  In  it,  he  professed  his  intention  of 
returning  to  San  Francisco  along  with  his  recently  acquired  high 
performance  trimaran,  Spirit  of  England,  to  battle  Peter  Hogg  and  his 
trimaran  Aotea.  As  it  turned  out,  the  battle  never  came  to  pass.  Aotea 
flipped  returning  from  the  Farallones,  and  hasn’t  been  seen  for  over 
half  a  year.  As  for  Clutterbuck,  his  business  got  soft  and  he  had  to 
remain  in  England. 

Clutterbuck  did,  however,  enter  Spirit  of  England  in  the  Azores  and 
Back  Race  last  summer  —  with  decidedly  mixed  results.  On  the  way 
to  Azores,  he  and  crew  Brian  Thompson  broke  the  record  by  a 
staggering  28  hours.  Their  main  competition,  the  trimaran  Severalles, 
pitchpoled  and  sank.  On  the  way  home,  Spirit  of  England  lost  her 


Page  56  •  U&UM  28  •  February,  1 996 


Rigging  the  Bay  since  1977 


/  /  #  Insurance  jobs 

/  •  Custom  spars 

y /  •  Spar  tapering 

•  Anodizing  &  painting 

/  •  Class  spars 

#  Booms  &  spinnaker  poles 

#  Welding  &  fabrication 

•  Wire  &  rod  replacement 

2346  Marinship  Way,  Sausalito,  CA 
(415)332-5757  FAX  (41 5)  332-81 62 


YtemS£boa$t\Q  more  affordable! 


CUSTOM  FABRICATION 
SST,  Brass  &  Aluminum 
Cast,  Built  or  Ordered 
Replace  Worn-Out  Parts 


✓  All  U.S.,  International  and 
^weather  channels 

Backlit  LCD  screen  ■ 
25  watt  output^! 


RADAR  ARCHES  &  POSTS 
DAVITS  &  CRADLES 
RAILINGS  &  LADDERS 


✓  Weather  alert 
Only  2.2"H  x 
^^5.4”W  x  6.6"D 


Order  an  Apelco  5160  VHF  after  Nov.  1 
^  and  receive  a  Raytheon  8  foot  VHF 
antenna  for  FREE.  Offer  good 
white  supplies  last 


✓  Patented  internal  belt.  ~ 
✓  5-1/2  rpm  wheel  speed. 
^  ✓  55  lbs.  of  torque. 

✓  Built-in  GPS/Coran 
BA  interface 

■  (NMEA). 

W  ✓  For  yachts  up  to 

16,500  lbs.  < 
displacement. 


Running  Gear 
Props  &  Shafts 
Rudders  &  Struts 
Cutless  Bearings 
Stuffing  Boxes 
Shaft  Logs 
Drip  Free  Packing 


Need  an 
antenna 
mount? 
Require. 


Orders  800*628*225  Fax  800^54*1616  E-MagDeknderUS@AOL.COM 


Defender  Industries,  Inc,  255  Main  Street  P.0.  Box  820,  New  Rochelle.  NY  10801  Metro  N.Y.  Call  914-632-3001^ 
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*%ft  Wheel  Repair 


H  Alameda  0 
Prop  &  Machine 

at  the  Grand  Marina  Marine  Center 
(S 10)522-7899  ( 800)774-7899 


Guaranteed  ^ 
Lower  Prices 
Than  West  Marine! 


Attention  Cruisers!!! 


£  Village  Marine  Tec." 


FREE 

ON-BOARD 

SYSTEM 

ANALYSIS 


LW150GPD  Modular  Unit 


•  Reverse  Osmosis  Water  Purification 

•  Distributor  of  Village  Marine  Tec. 

•  Distributor  of  Aqua  Pro  Water  Systems 

•  Sales  /^Installation  /  Service  on  All  Brands 

•  1 2  Volt  *110  Volt  •  Engine  Driven 


Wmm 
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TRADES  AND  UPGRADES  WELCOME 

"Your  last  stop  for  safe,  pure,  clean,  fresh  water  from  the  sea." 


THE 


619-226-2622 

1273  SCOTT  ST.,  SAN  DIEGO,  CA  92106 


SEE  US  AT  THE  L.A.  CONVENTION  CENTER 
FEBRUARY  3-11  •  VILLAGE  MARINE  TEC  BOOTH 
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END  STUFFING  BOX  LEAKS! 


"The  Original 
Stuffing  Box 
Replacement" 


•  Can  be  installed 
on  worn  shafts 

•  Ends  costly 
down  time 

•  Maintenance  free 

•  Helps  protect  the  environment 

•  Zero  shaft  wear  () 

•  Easily  installed 

•  O.E.M.  on  new  47  USCG  lifeboats 
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most  in  relatively  light  winds,  leaving  Clutterbuck  and  a  crew  from 
Severalles  bobbing  around  in  the  Atlantic  in  miserable  conditions  and 
with  the  rig  banging  against  the  hulls.  When  the  $100,000  salvage  tow 
quote  proved  a  little  stiff  for  Clutterbuck,  he  and  his  crew  built  a 
quarter  size  jury  rig  and  sailed  her  back  to  Spain. 

Racing  multihulls  have  never  been  for  the  faint  of  heart.  Despite 
there  having  been  no  gales  in  the  Azores  and  Back  Race,  only  40%  of 
the  multihull  entries  finished.  Another  trimaran,  Mollyhawk,  hit 
something  with  her  daggerboard  and  ripped  a  12  square  foot  hole  in 
the  main  hull.  Fortunately,  she  was  picked  up  by  ship  and  taken  to 
Venezuela. 

lift  EVEN  WHERE  ONE  ISN’T  REQUIRED  ' 

The  December  letter  from  the  Cranes  regarding  the  necessity  and 
placement  of  anchor  lights  in  federally  designated  anchorages 
reminded  me  of  an  incident  that  involved  me  a  few  years  ago  in  the 
Delta.  1  had  anchored  my  Cal  39  Catch  The  Wind,  with  a  piloting 
class  aboard,  in  Broad  Slough  east  of  the  submerged  bar.  This  was  in 
federally  designated  anchor  area  110.24(e)(19)  -  Anchorage  No.  28. 
A{  about  0100,  the  Coast  Guard  came  by  and  woke  us  up  to  tell  us 
that  we  didn’t  have  an  anchor  light  showing  "as  required  by  law".  So 
I  turned  on  my  anchor  light. 

Worrying  that  the  incident  might  affect  the  credibility  of  the  rest  of 
my  teaching,  I  looked  up  the  law  in  the  Coast  Pilot.  And  1  found  that 
I  was  correct:  an  anchor  light  isn’t  required  in  110.24  designated 
general  anchorages  for  vessels  under  65  feet  in  length.  So  1  radioed 
the  Coast  Guard  on  VHF  and  requested  that  they  refer  to  Part  110  - 
Anchorage  Regulations.  They  did  and  confirmed  my  interpretation  as 
follows:  "You  are  correct,  skipper." 

Since  then,  1  have  told  my  students  that  even  in  areas  where  an 
anchor  light  isn’t  required,  one  should  nonetheless  be  shown  in  order 
to  preclude  unscheduled  interruptions  of  sleep  by  people  that  don’t 
know  the  regulations.  This  would  include  interruptions  caused  by 
collisions  on  the  part  of  recreational  mariners  who  don’t  realize  they 
are  in  an  anchorage,  as  well  being  pestered  by  law  enforcement 
personnel  who  don’t  know  the  very  laws  they  are  charged  with 
enforcing. 

I  have  further  extended  that  teaching.  As  Latitude  has  noted  many 
times  previously  about  portions  of  the  navigation  rules:  You  can’t  rely 
on  the  other  guy  to  obey  the  rules  —  or  even  to  know  what  they  are. 
Dead  right  may  still  be  dead. 

Sam  Crabtree 
Catch  The  Wind 
Martinez 

Sam  —  Like  you,  we  don’t  want  to  belittle  navigation  and 
anchoring  rules  because  they  are  critically  important  to  safety.  At  the 
same  time,  we  don’t  want  to  give  anyone  the  impression  that 
following  rules  is,  in  itself,  enough  to  give  mariners  their  best  chance 
of  keeping  out  of  harm’s  way. 

In  the  case  of  federally  designated  anchorages,  anchor  lights  may 
not  be  required  by  law,  but  some  kind  of  effective  lighting  is 
mandated  by  common  sense.  We  recommend  a  light  that  brightly 
illuminates  either  the  cockpit  or  all  the  main  salon  ports,  because  to 
someone  navigating  an  anchorage,  a  masthead  light  is  perhaps  the 
least  effective  way  of  indicating  a  boat’s  presence. 

While  we’re  on  the  subject,  we  think  the  lighting  of  vessels,  from 
dinks  to  large  ships,  while  at  anchor  and  while  underway,  is  in  serious 
need  of  revamping.  The  number  of  folks  injured  or  killed  because  of 
legal  but  inadequate  dinghy  lights,  for  example,  is  unconscionable. 
The  nav  lights  on  recreational  vessels  and  most  big  ships  are  also 
inadequate.  From  the  bridge  of  a  large  ship,  a  typical  sailboat’s  port 
and  starboard  lights  are  all  but  invisible  —  except  in  ideal  conditions. 
And  based  on  our  experience,  the  nav  light  schemes  on  large  ships  — 
particularly  cruise  ships  —  could  and  should  be  dramatically 
improved. 
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The  New  CALIBER  47LRC!  Call 
Bay  Area  Representative,  Jeff 
Huntington  at  408-926-1977  for 
details. 


L/tT'.N G  RANGE 


'•*  CRUISERS 


CALIBER  YACHTS  INCORPORATED 


1331  N.  Northlake 
Seattle,  WA  98103 
Tel  1-206-633-5521 
Fax  1-206-634-2563 


Since  1974 
GREATHOUSE’S 


instruct 


W^r 

critigs  say ; 


^uirements 

Here's 

“A  good  lesson  in  the  basic  sailing 
Concise  and  to  ‘ 
waste  your  time.  Thumbs  up.’’ 

I  ‘  ' 

“Saul  and  Steve  don’t  ki 
topology  theory,  but  they  Know  their  knot 

FREE  length  of  line  with  each  video. 

Ho  Order  call (510)  595-7789 

Only  $1 9“ +  s&h  CA  residents  add  appropriate  sales  lax. 
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The  Sallmaker's 

Craft  at  its  Finest 

HOGIN 

SAILS 

New  Sails  •  New  Covers  •  Repairs 
Recuts  •  Used  Sails 


In  the  Alameda  Marina  at 
1801-D  Clement  Ave.  •  Alameda,  CA  94501 

(510)  523-4388 

Mon  to  Fri  8:30  am  to  5  pm  •  Sat  10  am  to  2  pm 


As  we  all  know,  the  Southern  California-based  Melinda  Lee  was 
run  down  and  sunk  off  New  Zealand  by  a  large  ship,  leaving  a  mother 
without  her  husband  and  two  children.  It’s  our  belief  that  this  tragedy 
might  easily  been  avoided  had  the  Coast  Guard  and  international 
authorities  allowed  and/or  required  the  vessels  to  make  use  of  lighting 
technology  that’s  been  around  for  years. 

We  understand  the  thinking  behind  reserving  white  strobe  lights  for 
emergency  situations,  but  can’t  some  variation  of  the  standard  strobe 
—  perhaps  a  different  color  or  different  sequence  —  indicate  the 
presence  of  a  sailing  vessel  at  sea?  As  for  ships,  perhaps  they  should 
be  required  to  periodically  use  laser  beams  to  indicate  their  presence 
and  intended  course. 

We  don’t  claim  to  be  experts  in  light  technology,  but  we  firmly 
believe  that  there  could  and  should  be  major  improvements  before 
others  needlessly  die. 

X 

UftDAYDREAMING  LIKE  A  FIFTH  GRADER 

Being  born  and  raised  on  Narragansett  Bay  and  the  Taunton  River 
in  Southeastern  Maine,  and  after  a  10-year  hitch  with  the  Navy,  I  am 
n®  stranger  to  cruising  ideals.  However,  since  my  discharge  from  the 
Navy  in  1985, 1  have  gone  through  various  states  of  withdrawal  from 
the  sea.  My  40th  year  has  passed  and  again  I  have  succumbed  to  a 
very  severe  case  of  'reverse  channel  fever'. 

1  have  only  been  on  the  water  under  power,  but  after  reading  and 
re-reading  recent  Latitudes  —  advertisements  included  —  and  other 
sailing  books  from  the  library,  I  find  myself  daydreaming  like  a  5th 
grader  of  returning  to  the  sea  but  under  sail. 

Because  I  have  a  20-year-old  heart  but  a  40-year-old’s 
responsibilities  —  wife,  child,  career  —  I  am  in  somewhat  of  a  lurch. 
What  I  hope  happens  with  this  letter  —  if  you’d  be  so  kind  as  to 
publish  it  —  is  that  it  gets  read  by  someone  out  there  who  would  be 
willing  to  help  me  with  my  return  to  the  sea.  I’m  familiar  with 
navigation,  piloting  and  know  basic  seamanship.  My  days  off  are 
usually  Thursday  and  Friday. 

My  ultimate  goal  is  to  become  familiar  enough  with  cruising  so  that 
1  can  persuade  my  family  —  especially  my  wife  —  to  become  cruisers. 

Brian  Deamaley 
Martinez 

Brian — If  we  printed  all  the  letters  from  folks  who  wanted  to  crew 
on  boats,  there  wouldn’t  be  room  left  for  the  Wanderer  to  ramble  on 
with  his  replies.  Which  is  why  we  came  up  with  the  concept  of  Crew 
Lists  and  Crew  Parties.  To  sign  up  for  the  Crew  List,  you  merely  fill 
out  the  form  that  appears  in  the  Sightings  section  of  this  issue. 

The  Racing  Crew  List  —  with  'Crew  Wanted’  and  'Want  to  Crew' 
categories — is  published  in  the  March  1  issue;  the  Cruising  and  Local 
Sailing  Crew  List  is  published  in  the  April  1  issue. 

The  first  Crew  List  Party  will  be  held  at  the  Richmond  YC  on 
Tuesday,  April  2.  It  will  be  the  first  time  we’ve  held  a  Crew  List  Party 
at  the  Richmond  YC,  and  we’re  doing  it  specifically  so  that  you  won’t 
have  far  to  drive  from  Martinez.  The  second  Crew  List  Party  will  be 
two  nights  later,  April  4,  at  the  Corinthian  YC  in  Tiburon. 

Min  spite  of  it  all,  we  loved  Greece 

Last  June  a  couple  of  crewmates  and  I  had  a  wonderful  time 
bareboat  chartering  in  Greece.  That  we  had  a  great  time  was  in  spite 
of  the  attitudes  and  practices  of  USA  Charters,  which  is  the  "affiliate" 
of  GPSC  in  Greece.  I  write  this  letter  in  the  hope  that  it  may  save 
someone  else  the  hassle  of  a  similar  experience. 

Many  months  before  the  charter,  I  entered  into  a  contract  for  the 
use  of  Smaragdi,  a  Carter  33  pictured  on  page  27  of  the  GPSC 
catalog.  We  chose  this  boat  on  the  advice  of  a  friend  who  had 
previously  chartered  her.  I  was  told  during  a  telephone  conversation 
with  an  employee  of  GPSC  that  Smaragdi  was  perhaps  the  best  boat 
of  her  size  range  in  the  GPSC  fleet.  Aside  from  the  contract,  at  least 
three  letters  I  wrote  to  GPSC  prior  to  the  charter  referred  to  that 
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Why  Do  Serious  Ocean  Racers  Choose  ALPHA  PILOTS? 

Because  For  Over  20  Years  ALPHA  PILOTS  Have  Delivered  The  High  Performance, 
Reliability,  And  Low  Power  Consumption  These  Competitors  Demand! 

Bill  Stonge  -  Olson  30  “I  sailed  my  Olson  30  ‘Intense’  in  the  single  handed  TRANSPAC  San  Francisco  to  Hawaii  race  using  an 
Alpha  3000. 1  was  able  to  set  a  new  record  of  IIV2  days  beating  the  previous  record  by  IV2  days.  The  Alpha  pilot  was  critical  to  my 
success.  I  have  used  other  self  steering  systems  but  nothing  offers  the  speed  or  performance  of  the  Alpha  pilot.” 

Dan  Byrne  -  Valiant  40  “I  am  happy  to  report  to  you  that  the  Alpha  Autopilot  performed  flawlessly  for  the  entire  BOC  round  the 
World  Race.  I  am  in  awe  of  your  device.  It  functioned  continuously  for  thousands  of  miles  without  faltering,  with  barely  discernible 
power  drain  and  with  sufficient  muscle  to  handle  Fantasy  in  gales  of  60  knots  gusting  to  70.” 

Hal  Roth  -  Santa  Cruz  50  “My  Alpha  auto-pilot  steered  eighty  percent  of  the  time  during  my  27,597  mile  BOC  Round  the  World 
Race.  The  Alpha  pilot  was  excellent  in  light  following  winds  and  the  Alpha  was  also  good  in  heavy  weather  and  steered  my  ultra  light 
^  Santa  Cruz  50  on  the  day  I  logged  240  miles  under  three  reefs  and  a  small  headsail.  Just  past  Cape  Horn  I  got  into  a  severe  gale  and 
nasty  tidal  overfalls:  again  the  Alpha  saw  me  through  that  terrible  day.  Like  Dan  Byrne  in  an  earlier  race,  I  stand  in  awe  of  the 
performance  of  your  autopilot.  Not  only  were  it’s  operation  and  dependability  flawless,  but  the  power  demands  were  minimal.” 


A  World  Class  Product  Built  In  The  U.S.A. 

Alpha  Systems  Inc.  1235  Columbia  Hill  Rd.,  Repo,  NV  89506  (800)  257-4225 


Call  for  Free  Recommended 
Cruising  Book  List! 

Nautical  Books  •  Charts  •  Videos 
Gifts  •  Brassware  •  Chart  Copies 

Experienced,  knowledgeable,  personal  service. 

1254  Scott  St.,  San  Diego,  CA  92106 

(619)  223-8989 

We  accept  all  major  credit  cards 
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Jack  D  Scullion 

Yacht  Services 

510-769-1218  FAX  769-7659  Page  630-4035 

Shop  located  in  Grand  Marina  Boatyard 

Work  done  at  your  dock  or  ours.  Haulouts  at  Nelsons  Marine. 
Feb.  and  March  Special:  Haulouts.  Call  for  pricing. 


Your  East  Bay  specialist  for  rigging  and 
~  electrical  worr 

Deck  layouts  for  shorthpnded 
and  fclnglehanded  spiling. 

Harkeijt  and  Schaefferifurling. 
Rerlgglhg  at  your  dockj  and  at 


Electrical  charging  systems  designed 
and  Installed  to  meet  your  repulremdnts. 

Electronics  and  Instruments  Installed. 


Shop  and  showroom  hours: 
Fridays  and  Saturdays  1 1 :00  to  5:00 
Come  by  and  check  out  our  supply 
of  used  gear  being  sold  on  consignment. 
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SAILING 

ACADEMY 

OF  SAUSALITO 


- \ 

INSTRUCTION 

& 

CHARTERING 


ASA  CERTIFIED  COURSES 


MSA  in  MEXICO 

Alan  Olson  has  just  two  classes  available  on 
his  54'  schooner  Maramel.  These  ASA  Bareboat 
Charter  courses  have  been  a  great  success. 
Learn  while  you  cruise  the  Mexican  coast  with 
a  master  mariner  or  enjoy  the  trip  as  passenger 
for  only  $500.  All  provisioning  included. 
Puerta  Vallarta  Bay 

•  Mar.  2-6,  ASA  Bareboat  Charter  ~  $625 

•  Mar.  8-12,  ASA  Bareboat  Charter  ~  $625 

ONE  DAY  TRIP  TO  THE  FARALLONES 

GPS  navigation ^and  ocean  experience  on  a  40'  plus  sailboat. 

February  10  ~  $185 

ASA  BASIC  COASTAL  CRUISING 

(All  instruction  on  28-32'  Sailboats  with  diesel  engines  and  wheel 
steering).  Limit  of  4  students.  Learn  to  safely  sail  and  skipper  32' 
sailboats.  Emphasis  on  sailing  as  skipper,  docking  and  maneuvering 
under  power,  crew  overboard  recovery  and  anchoring. 

•  Basic  Sailing:  One  Weekend  ~  $285 
•  Weekdays:  Five  days  ~  $695  •  Weekends:  Six  days  ~  $695 

ASA  BAREBOAT  CHARTER 
AND  NIGHT  SAILING  COURSE 

This  3-day,  2-night  intensive  course  covers  boat  systems,  anchoring, 
emergency  procedures,  advanced  sailing  techniques,  crew  overboard 
recovery  methods,  and  navigation.  (Limited  to  4  students.)  $625 
February  16-18  •  March  22-24  •  April  19-21 


ALAN  OLSON 


ASA  COASTAL  NAVIGATION  COURSE 

Three  day  classroom  course  includes  full  range  of  navigational  and 
plotting  information,  practice  questions  and  answers,  textbook  and 
charts.  ASA  Certification. 

$265  Includes  related  materials  and  testing 
February  17, 18, 24  •  9-4  p.m. 

Additional  "On  The  Water"  Practical  •  February  25  ~  $135 


ASA  ADVANCED  COASTAL  CRUISING 

Drake's  Bay,  the  Farallones  and  Half  Moon  Bay 

This  course  integrates  a  wide  range  of  sailing  and  navigating  techniques 
on  a  42'  to  45'  sailboat.  Designed  for  the  individual  who  intends  to  be 
prepared  for  serious  cruising,  this  3  and  1  /2-day  offshore  course  will  be 
a  realistic  sailing  and  navigation  experience. 

March  28-31  ~  $675 

CREW  OVERBOARD  PRACTICE 

Hone  your  crew  recovery  skills  with  a  real  victim  and  experienced 
instructor  in  a  class  that  teaches  various  strategies  for  dealing  with  this 
emergency  situation. 

•  February  25, 10-4  ~  $125 


Call  for  free  brochure 
(415)  331-  8250  •  (800)  995-1668 

2310  Marinship  Way  •  Sausalito  CA  94965 
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specific  Carter  33. 

The  afternoon  prior  to  the  charter,  a  crewmate  and  I  walked  from 
our  nearby  hotel  to  stroll  around  the  marina  where  USA  Charters  is 
located.  Smaragdi  was  at  the  dock  and  her  owner  was  aboard.  We 
engaged  him  in  conversation  and  indicated  that  we  were  scheduled 
to  charter  his  boat  the  next  day.  Unfortunately,  he  had  never  heard 
of  any  such  plans  —  and  was  preparing  to  go  sailing  for  a  few  days 
with  his  ladyfriend! 

We  did  the  logical  thing  and  telephoned  USA  Charters.  I  spoke 
with  Agapi,  and  after  she’d  gotten  over  her  strange  —  at  least  to  me 

—  annoyance  that  we  had  gone  anywhere  near  the  marina,  stated 
that  USA  Charters  had  had  a  "bad  experience"  with  Smaragdt  the 
week  before  and  that  they  would  never  charter  her  again.  (I’m  curious 
as  to  whether  the  boat  will  be  featured  in  this  year’s  catalog.)  In 
conclusion,  Agapi  said  they  had  a  better  boat  for  us. 

The  'better'  boat  turned  out  to  be  a  Van  de  Stadt  design  of  about 
30  feet  (I’m  not  sure  of  the  spelling  as  there  was  no  indication 
anywhere  on  the  vessel  as  to  her  manufacturer).  The  boat  was  not 
fueled,  which  caused  a  delay  in  our  departure.  USA  Charter’s  attempt 
to  convince  us  to  begin  the  charter  without  a  lock  on  the 
companionway  hatch  was  also  unsuccessful,  and  caused  further 
delay.  There  was  no  radio  or  tape  deck  aboard  the  replacement 
vessel,  but  at  least  those  items  are  not  necessary  for  sailing.  The  biige 
pump  worked  for  five  minutes  and  quit;  the  same  was  true  for  the 
depth  indicator. 

George  Mathes  seemed  to  be  the  person  in  charge  at  USA 
Charters,  as  it  was  he  who  handled  the  paperwork  and  gave  us  our 
final  instructions  prior  to  departure.  I  say  'seemed  to  be'  because  he 
was  a  bit  vague  about  his  role.  When  asked  if  he  was  the  owner  of  the 
substituted  vessel,  his  curious  response  was  that  we  didn’t  need  to 
know  who  he  was.  By  the  way,  did  I  mention  that  the  name  of  the 
Van  de  Stadt  was  George  I,  and  that  her  sistership  in  tfie  adjacent 
berth  —  which  looked  like  a  sistership  except  for  the  hole  where  a 
compass  was  supposed  to  be  —  was  named  George  IP 

While  we  were  perfectly  aware  of  the  contract  clause  which 
provides  that  there  is  no  guarantee  that  the  vessel  contracted  for  may 
be  available  and  that  another  vessel  may  be  substituted,  we  also 
believed  at  this  point  that  USA  Charters  from  day  one  had  no 
intention  of  delivering  the  Carter  33  for  charter. 

We  were  also  aware  of  the  fact  that  we  were  in  Greece;  our 
attitude  was,  'it’s  beautiful,  the  islands  beckon,  and  the  boat  floats  — 
so  let’s  go'.  Go  we  did  —  and  we  had  a  fabulous  time.  Hydra, 
Spetsai,  Perdika,  Epidavros,  Dhokos  and  motor  scooter  treks  to 
Mycenae  and  Navplion  were  magical,  and  the  people  were  warm  and 
friendly.  Through  pure  luck  we  even  landed  at  Hydra  for  the  annual 
festival  with  boat  burnings,  fireworks,  dancing  and  music  'til  0400. 

In  fact,  we  would  have  forgiven  the  'boat  switch'  to  George  I  had 
it  not  been  for  the  aftermath  of  what  occurred  in  the  last  10  feet  of  the 
trip.  While  ghosting  to  the  dock  —  switching  between  neutral  and 
forward  at  the  lowest  rpm  and  barely  making  way  —  we  snagged  an 
anchor  line.  This  was  no  problem  until  George  Mathes  appeared  to 
check  us  out.  Supposedly  the  prop  shaft  had  been  yanked  out  by 
snagging  the  anchor  line,  and  the  engine  could  not  be  run  without 
losing  it.  The  boat  was  alleged  to  have  to  go  on  charter  the  next 
morning,  and  therefore  in  less  than  24  hours  the  boat  would  have  to 
be  hauled  out  of  the  water,  the  shaft  and  prop  removed  and  sent  to 
a  machine  shop,  reinstalled  and  the  boat  refloated. 

I  don’t  believe  any  damage  —  or  the  above  'repairs'  and  hauling 

—  were  done,  but  Mathes  held  onto  our  $1 ,500  security  deposit.  We 

were  in  Greece  but  needing  to  be  on  our  way,  so  after  as  much 
'discussion'  as  a  fish  on  the  hook  can  have,  I  received  $650  of  the 
deposit  back.  * 

I’ve  been  sailing  and  skippering  for  over  25  years  and  have 
bareboat  chartered  in  other  areas  without  having  any  experiences 
such  as  this.  I  would  like  to  emphasize  that  we  had  a  wonderful  time 
in  Greece  in  spite  of  the  business  practices  of  USA  Charters.  We  plan 
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Lager  Yacht  Brokerage  Corp.  —  PERFORMANCE 


400  Harbor  Drive,  Suite  B  •  Sausalito,  CA  94965  »  (415)  332-9500  •  Fax:  (415)  332-9503 


HARBOR  MARINA 


SALMON 


Salmon  Harbor  Marina  is  Oregon's  largest  recreational 
boating  and  RV  camping  facility,  offering  excellent  moorage 
rates  at  a  beautiful  900-slip  marina  which  is  conveniently 
located  on  the  southern  Oregon  coast  next  to  prime  fishing  and 
cruising  grounds. 

As  an  example,  the  AMMUAL  moorage  rate  for  a  24-'  boat 
is  only  $4-56  and  a  26'  boat  is  $622,  all  utilities  included. 
Salmon  Harbor's  recreational  facility  is  complete  with  all  the 
amenities  including  concrete  and  wooden  docks,  two  boat  lifts, 
boat  repair,  fuel  dock,  restaurants,  restrooms  and  showers. 

For  more  information,  contact: 

SALMON  HARBOR  MARINA 

P.O.  Box  1007,  Winchester  Bay,  OR  974-67 
Bus.  (54-1)  271-24-07 


i  V,.* 

;  s-WMf#*"  \ 

j 


HOOKS, 

SNAPS, 

AND 

OTHER 

WICHARD 

DESIGNS 


Our  marine  hardware 
is  known  the  world  over 
for  superior  quality, 
strength,  and  design... 
designs  so  unique 
that  many  are  patented. 

Forged  in  stainless  steel, 
each  piece  is  polished' 
and  passivated  for  a  lifetime  of  service 
in  the  world’s  toughest  environment  -  your 


sailboat. 


Write  or  call  for  our  1996  catalog. 


($)widnrd 


507  I  lopimarlnu  Street  •  Simshun  Connecticut  00070 
860-658-220 1  •  Fax  860-651-8406 
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LETTERS 


Would  you  believe  there's  a  way  to  enjoy  110  volt 
AC  convenience  at  sea  without  a  generator? 

Until  now,  there  hasn't  been  much  you  could  do  about  it. 
Gensets  are  too  large,  heavy  and  expensive  for  most  boats, 
and  DC/AC  inverters  can't  produce  enough  power. 

For  about  a  half  the  cost  of  a  genset,  one  cubic  foot  and  50 
pounds  you  can  have  5  kilowatts,  enough  for  air  conditioning, 
a  microwave,  or  a  hair  dryer. 


SEAPOWER  provides  abundant,  precision  AC  power  directly 
from  your  boat's  main  engine.  It  delivers  precise  1 1 5V/60  Hz 
power  at  any  engine  speed,  from  idle  up  to  maximum  RPM. 


333  KENNEDY  STREET,  OAKLAND,  CA  94606 


(510)  533-9290 


SAIL  EXCHANGE 


USED  SAILS 
UP  TO 

70%  OFF 


1 00s  of  Mains,  Genoas  and 
Spinnakers  to  Choose  From  .  .  . 
Many  Are  New! 


WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE  AND  THE 
SAILS  ARE  GUARANTEED  TO  FIT 
OR  YOUR  MONEY  BACK 

407  Fullerton  Ave.,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 

800-628-8152 


on  returning  —  in  fact,  I  was  prompted  to  write  this  letter  because  I 
just  contacted  several  charter  companies  other  than  GPSC  for 
information  on  a  charter  in  the  summer  of  1996. 

I  must  say  that  1  did  speak  to  one  group  of  people,  mostly  non¬ 
sailors,  who  had  done  a  flotilla  charter  with  hired  skippers  through 
USA  Charters.  They  said  they  had  a  great  time.  Perhaps  it  is  only  a 
small  bareboat  group  who  might  fit  into  the  George  I  or  George  II 
who  need  to  be  wary  of  the  sort  of  treatment  which  we  received. 

Hopefully,  the  above  information  may  prove  useful  to  someone 
planning  a  charter  to  Greece  in  the  future.  My  crewmates  and  I  loved 
Greece  and  its  people,  and  highly  recommend  it  as  a  charter 
destination.  , 

David  Perry 

San  Francisco 

\ 

Readers  —  George  Mathes  of  USA  Charters  had  the  following 
response  to  Perry’s  letter: 

We  at  USA  Charters  are  a  service-oriented  company  and  as  such 
we  always  try  to  give  the  best  possible  service  to  our  clients.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  some  people  fail  to  accept  our  intentions  and  would 
appear  to  distort  the  facts. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  charter  season,  our  company  chartered  the 
Carter  33  Smaragdi  and  encountered  a  lot  of  problems:  electric 
windlass  failure,  impeller  constantly  breaking,  and  so  forth.  The 
charter  ended  up  a  disaster  due  to  the  awful  condition  of  the  boat. 

Smaragdi  had  been  an  exceptionally  good  sailing  yacht  until  she 
was  purchased  by  a  new  owner  near  the  end  of  last  year.  The 
previous  owner  really  loved  the  boat  and  kept  her  in  excellent 
condition,  whereas  the  boat  brought  nothing  but  complaints  with  the 
new  owner. 

Trying  to  protect  Mr.  Perry  from  a  very  unpleasant  charter 
vacation,  we  switched  him  to  a  much  newer  (1991)  Van  de  Stadt  32 
(LOA  35),  equipped  with  wheel  steering,  hot  water,  an  electric 
windlass,  an  electric  ice  box,  and  two  full  cabins.  The  Carter  33  has 
one  double  cabin  plus  a  quarter  berth  behind  the  chart  table.  She 
doesn’t  have  a  wheel  or  hot  water. 

Strong  consideration  was  given  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Perry’s  party 
consisted  of  three  people.  By  giving  him  a  two-cabin  boat,  we  would 
be  providing  more  privacy.  We  considered  the  switch  to  be  an 
upgrade,  as  the  Carter  33  charters  for  $160/day  while  the  Van  de 
Stadt  32  is  chartered  for  $180-$190/day.  s 

Mr.  Perry  arrived  at  Kalamaki  Marina  the  afternoon  before  his 
charter  was  to  start.  We  first  heard  of  his  arrival  when  we  received  a 
call  from  our  maintenance  people  informing  us  that  an  American, 
after  talking  to  the  owner  of  Smaragdi,  complained  to  them  he  wasn’t 
going  to  have  a  boat  to  charter.  We  told  our  people  to  have  Mr.  Perry 
talk  to  us  directly,  which  he  did. 

Had  he  called  us  first  and  then  started  looking  for  the  boat  as  he 
was  instructed,  Mr.  Perry  would  have  avoided  all  the  confusion.  It’s 
no  wonder  that  Mr.  Perry  saw  the  owner  of  the  Smaragdi  taking  off, 
as  no  charter  companies  would  put  a  charter  group  on  a  boat  in  such 
a  condition. 

When  Mr.  Perry  called  our  office,  our  secretary  explained  the 
situation  and  told  him  of  the  upgrade  to  the  Van  de  Stadt.  Mr.  Perry 
saw  the  Van  de  Stadt  the  next  morning  and  accepted  the  switch.  He 
also  signed  a  'Delivery  Takeover'  form,  indicating  that  he  had 
inspected  the  yacht,  that  all  equipment  was  available  and  in  good 
working  condition,  and  that  he  had  found  the  yacht  to  be  totally 
acceptable  for  his  needs.  We’ll  forward  that  form  upon  request. 

George  Mathes  was  introduced  to  Mr.  Perry  as  the  Harbor 
Manager.  We  fail  to  understand  Mr.  Perry’s  implication  when  he  notes 
the  names  of  the  two  Van  de  Stadts  boats  are  George  I  and  II.  After 
all,  George  is  the  most  common  name  in  Greece.  For  his  information, 
the  owner  of  the  boats  is  Poseidon  Maritime  Ltd.,  the  president  of 
which  is  George  Alexopoulos. 

It’s  no  wonder  Mr.  Perry  would  have  'forgiven'  the  change  to 
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You  Need  Rader 


0 


iO  is  THE  LEADER 
They  have  earned  their  reputation 


-CHECK  AROUND - 

Ask  the  commercial  vessel 
operators;  they  demand  the  best 
performance  per  dollar.  If  you  are 
serious  about  radar  performance 
-  you  need  FURUNO. 

Call  now  or  come  in  for  our  new 
super  low  prices. 


WE  PLEDGE  TO  BACK  EVERY  PRODUCT  WE  SELL 
WITH  PERSONAL,  IN-HOUSE  TECHINCAL  SERVICE 


RICH  WILDE’S  CAL-MARINE 


SALES  < 
SERVICE  ■ 
INSTALLATION  • 


ELECTRONICS  CORPORATION 

(415)  391-7550 


PIER  19,  THE  EMBARCADERO 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94111 


>o 


Hawaii.  * 

Pacific  Cup. 

Single-Handed  Transpac. 

Regs,  Charts,  Celestial  Nav... 

You  need  stuff.  Lots  of  it.  ^ 
Make  Waypoint  your  first  stop. 

Preparing  for  the  races?  Too  much  stuff?  No 
time?  Let  Waypoint  help!  We  have  required 
charts  and  regulations  as  well  as  everything  you 
need  for  celestial  nav-even  the  sextant!  And, 
we’re  your  experts  for  computers  and  weather 
fax,  navigation,  and  routing  software. 

Enroll  Now! 

Basic  &  Refresher  Celestial  Nav 
Call  (510)  769-1547, for  information 


Waypoint 


Nautical  books,  software,  charts,  &  more 
in  Grand  Marina  at 

2051  Grand  Street,  Alameda,  CA  94501 

TEL;  (510)  769-154/  *  EMAIL:  waypoint@dnai.com 


Safety  &  Survival  Equipment  at  Factory  Direct 
Discount  Prices  with  Factory  Warranties. 


EASTERN  AERO  MARINE 


TRIUMPH  MODEL 


6  person,  twin  tube  design,  canopy, 
sea  anchor,  ballast  bags  and  locator 
light.  USCG  COASTAL  APPROVED. 
For  coastal  boaters,  light  weight  and 
compact  for  easy  stowage. 


TOPAZ  LIFE  RAFTS 


■  Automatic  inflation,  canopy,  ballast  bags 

__  and  emergency  kit.  Compact  and  light 

weight  for  easy  stowage.  Single  tube,  dual 
chamber  design.  The  most  popular  raft  we 
sell.  Excellent  value  at  these  low  prices. 

4-person  *1, 285  6-person  *1,525  We  take  life  saving  seriously! 


INFLATABLE  FLOTATION  VESTS 

jgfc  I 

Heavy  duty,  yet  light  weight,  compact  and  comfortable  so 
you  can  wear  it  all  the  time.  Specify  S/M/L. 

•  Automatic  COo  inflation.  35lbs.  of  flotation,  with 
built-in  sailina  harness,  stainless  steel  buckles  &  D- 
rings.  Inflates  within  five  seconds.  Includes  manual 
back-up  and  top-off.  The  best  for  blue  water  sailors.  $114 

•  Manuallv  activated  COo  inflation.  35lbs.  of 
flotation,  with  built-in  saTlina  harness.  Above  vest 

m 

with  manual  inflation,  manual  back-up  and  top-off.  Specify  S/M/L.  $95 

»  Automatic  COo  inflation.  35lbs.  of  flotation,  with  standard  harness. 

Includes  manual  back-up  and  top-off.  S/M/L.  $85 
•  Manually  activated  COo  inflation.  35lbs.  of  flotation,  with  standard 
harness.  Includes  manual  back-up  and  top-off.  The  most  popular  vest  for 
pleasure  boaters.  Specify  small  or  medium/large.  $65 


American  OmniTech  makes  it  affordable! 


ACR  Satellite  406™  EPIRB  -  Summons 
emergency  help  anywhere  you  are  in  the  world.  The  most 
compact  and  powerful  radio  beacon.  Manually  deployed, 
meets  category  II  specs.  Totally  weather  proof  and  buoyant. 
Plus,  it  floats.  Built  in  strobe.  5  year  warranty.  10  year  lithium 
battery.  Distress  search  and  rescue  signals  on  121 .5  MHZ 
and  243.  "CALL  FOR  SPECIAL  PRICING" 


at  Night!  nightvision  scope 


Tough,  aluminum/  titanium  case  houses 
powerful  nightvision  tubes  &  illuminators! 
Designed  for  one-handed  use.  Includes 
carrying  case,  lens  cap  and  instructions. 
Uses  2  AA  batteries.  Limited  quantities. 

just  $399 


Firefly21 


Xenon  Rescue  Strobe 

SOLAS  &.USCG  approved. 

"CALL  FOR 
SPECIAL  PRICING" 


ACR  Mini 
B2™ 


Tiny,  personal  EPIRB. 

5  year  warranty,  lithium 
battery.  Less  than  2  lbs. 

"CALL  FOR 
SPECIAL  PRICING" 


1 2  VOLT  BOOSTER  PAC 


Very  powerful  &  lighter  than  a  battery.  Start  your  car  or  boat! 
Boost  rate  250  amps.  Provides  up  to  13  hours  use  for  15  watt 
appliances  or  3.5  hour  use  for  40  watt  appliances.  Includes  power 
cord,  adapter  and  recharger.  JUST  $109.00 


NEW  TECHNOLOGY!  TakeCover 


Prevents  rust!  Protects  your  tools,  tackle,  binoculars 
or  radio.  Great  for  guns  and  other  equipment  too! 

Each  cover/organizer  is  lined  with  INOSIL™  the  microporous  material  that 
stops  rust  in  humid  and  hot  conditions  with  a  shield  of  high-tech  protection. 

Tool  attache  „  „  10  piece  §r\r\Q^  Zfpperecf 


$4695  tooTpack  $2095  UtmyBag  $33 


95 


1  -800-696-9580 

CALL  24  HOURS 

SHOPPING  MADE  SIMPLE  &  FAST 

VISA  &  MASTERCARD  ACCEPTED 


Your  Safety  Source 

tMU 

lfwm 


AMZ 

OMNI1 
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*Leamto  Sail* 

with  a  Friend 
and  SAVE  BIG  $$ 

Complete  3-Class  Package 
For  Just  $595*  (regularly  $895) 

•  Basic  Keelboat 

3  days  of  Instruction 
Mid-week  Weekend 

$295  $395 


•  Basic  Coastal 
Cruising 

3  days  of  Instruction 

$445 

•  Bareboat 
Chartering 

2  days  &  overnight 

$595 

Go  all  the  way  to  BAREBOAT! 

Other  schools  offer  2-class  packages  through 
Basic  Coastal  as  low  as  $595  -  so  do  we! 
Only  Trade  winds  takes  you  all  the  way  to 
tropical  bareboating  for  $895  $795! 


February  Special 

*595  per  person  (min.  of  two) 
Come  alone  and  still  save  . . .  $795  single 

Offer  good  for  the  first  10  people  in  February. 


Nobody  Offers  More  Sailing  for  Less.  | 

f&cctcletvtncLs 

Sailing  Club  -  Sailing  School 


Keelboat 

Certification 

System 


COMMITTED  TO  EXCELLENCE  AND  VALUE 


1-800-321-TWSC  (8972)  •  (510)232-7999 

Brickyard  Cove 

F  SERVING  AND  TEACHING  SAILORS  FOR  OVER  32  YEARS  ( 


LETTERS 


George  I.  Many  would  have  forgiven  an  upgrade. 

As  far  as  the  damage  to  the  shaft  is  concerned,  no  more  than  35 
feet  away  from  the  pier,  Mr.  Perry  caught  a  mooring  line  in  his 
propeller,  and  George  Mathes  was  asked  by  the  representative  of  the 
owner  not  to  return  the  deposit  to  the  client  until  the  engine,  the  shaft, 
and  the  gear  bojc  were  checked  by  a  mechanic.  The  client  was 
delayed  90  minutes  in  order  for  George  Mathes  to  have  the  time  to 
get  a  mechanic’s  estimate  of  the  damage  and  the  cost  of  the  crane 
that  would  pull  the  boat  out  of  the  water. 

The  shaft  was  bent  —  which  was  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Perry. 
Therefore,  he  could  not  have  been  'ghosting',  as  he  claims,  or  perhaps 
he  simply  didn’t  realize  the  shaft  was  still  turning.  The  total  repair  was 
to  be  $855,  including  crane  cost,  new  shaft  and  labor  for  realignment 
of  engine  and  replacement  of  shaft.  A  form  of  his  redelivery  takeover 
form  can  also  be  provided. 

Mr.  Perry  received  a  much  better  boat  than  the  one  for  which  he 
originally  contracted,  and  was  not  charged  for  an  extra  day-and-a- 
half  as  per  the  contract  —  the  first  day  that  the  next  charterers  of  the 
boat  lost  until  repairs  were  finished.  This  as  a  result  of  George 
Mathes’  handling  negotiations  with  the  owner  of  the  boat. 

Mr.  Perry  was  not  charged  for  refueling  the  boat  at  the  end  of  his 
charter,  and  we  feel  we  did  everything  possible  to  make  sure  that  Mr. 
Perry  would  have  the  best  possible  service  and  the  best  boat.  We  also 
negotiated  the  maximum  possible  refund  of  his  security  deposit  after 
the  damage  he  did  to  the  boat.  I  consider  this  excellent  service  —  as 
would  most  people.  I’m  sorry  Mr.  Perry  chose  to  see  this  quite 
differently.  .  . 

Well,  that’s  it  for  both  sides  of  the  story.  Hopefully  readers  will  now 
understand  why  Latitude  doesn ’t  run  more  letters  and  responses  of 
this  sort. 

11  It  WE  NEED  A  NESTING  DINGHY  ^ 

We’re  the  proud  new  owners  of  a  20-year-old  Hallberg-Rassy  41 
ketch  with  which  we  plan  to  go  cruising.  Our  problem  is  deciding  what 
tender  or  dinghy  to  buy. 

After  some  reading  and  experiments,  we’ve  decided  that  a  hard 
dinghy  of  10  feet  or  more  in  length  would  be  best.  However,  our 
center  cockpit  chops  up  our  deck  space,  so  there’s  not  much  room  for 
a  full-size  dinghy.  As  such,  we’ve  decided  that  a  'nesting  dinghy' 
would  be  the  best  solution.  Do  you  know  where  we  can  buy  a  good 
nesting  dinghy  or  plans  to  build  one? 

Thanks  for  the  'cool'  mag;  it’s  helped  us  progress  from  armchair 
sailors  to  wannabe  cruisers. 

Robert  and  Barbara  Cesana 
San  Francisco 

Robert  &  Barbara  —  For  those  not  familiar  with  the  term,  a 
'nesting  dinghy '  usually  refers  to  a  hard  dink  in  which  the  smaller  front 
half  can  be  put  —  or  'nested'  —  into  the  aft  half  for  stowage.  The 
benefit  is  that  it  takes  up  comparatively  little  stowage  space.  For  use, 
the  two  halves  are  secured  together  to  make  one  long  dink.  In  many 
nesting  dinghies,  each  half  can  also  function  as  an  autonomous  dink. 

Nesting  dinghies  are  a  cool  and  proven  concept  —  especially  when 
they’re  about  12-feet  long.  Why  nobody  has  been  able  to  put  them 
into  widespread  production  is  beyond  us.  We’ve  seen  brochures  and 
plans,  but  can’t  place  any  of  them  at  this  time.  Can  any  readers  help? 

11  III  JUST  DON’T  UNDERSTAND 

Why  do  doctors  always  sign  their  name  with  'M.D.'  after  it?  This  is 
especially  peculiar  in  totally  unrelated  endeavors  such  as  sailing.  I  just 
don’t  understand  this  practice  —  unless  they’re  insecure. 

-  '  Mark  F.  Neumann,  C.P.A. 

Northern  California 

Mark  —  In  1979,  the  California  Trial  Lawyers  Association  — 
brandishing  the  sword  of  threatened  lawsuits  —  got  the  lawyer- 
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The  GPS  Map  210  and  220  Color  Plotters 
feature  the  latest  LCD  technology  to  provide  a 
sharper,  clearer  picture  than  ever  before. 

The  Graphic  Interface  operating  system  guides 
you  through  the  functions  with  true  simplicity. 
The  on-screen  prompts  eliminate  the  need  for 
complicated  menus. 

The  Navionics/G-Chart  cartridges  provide 
seamless  coverage  worldwide,  and  the 
Northern  California  chart  is  the  best  yet! 


Stop  by 
for  a  demo 


Garmin  210 


Garmin  220  -  including 

*  _  -  -  FREE  CHART 

$1045  up  to  $495  value 


SAUSALITO 
300  Harbor  Drive 
94965 

(415)  332-5086 
FAX  (415)  332-6344 


SAN  JOSE 
1539  So.  Winchester 
95128 

(408)  378-0400 
FAX  (408)  378-2113 


Maritime  Electronics 

Sales  ~  Service  ~  Installations 


G 

l  ^  * 

|  —Crystal  Clear  Plotting 

(DELESTMAK,  MM  A  BAT 

Does  it  make  sense  to  buyi  a  Merlin,  Celesticomp,  or 
Hewlett-Packard  palm- size  computer  for  celestial 
navigation? 

These  computers  take  the  book  work  out  of  navigation  and 
let  you  concentrate  on  sextant  sights,  a  good  D.R.  plot,  and 
sailing  the  boat.  They’re  electronic  and  subject  to  potential 
failure.  You  should  know  how  to  reduce  sextants  sights  with 
books  alone. 

(DsSssdM  to  <8  EMy  allows  you,  in  an  eight-hour  day,  to 
navigate  without  computers  or  GPS.  Then  you’re  ready  to 
decide  whether  to  buy  one  of  the  hand-held  computers.  We 
show  you  how  they  work,  and  let  you  decide. 

(Cflfaitilm 11  to  St  announces  a  special  new  feature — a 

special  day  taking  sextant  sights.  Open  to  all  former  students 
Call  us  for  details. 

The  price,  $110  for  the  day,  lunch  included,  aboard  the 
S.S.  Jeremiah  O'Brien,  the  last  Liberty  Ship.  Classes  limited  to 
nine  students,  so  sign  up  now.  , 

Saturday,  February  10 
Saturday,  February  24 
Saturday,  March  9 

Call  Cthsdtd  to  a  Bay  now!  (415)  546-9320 
595  Market  Street,  Suite  2450,  San  Francisco  94105. 


$450,000 

54'  CORTEN  STEEL*  CENTERBOARD  KETCH 

$200,000  in  recent  remodel! 


•  2  heads  w/shower 

•  Hundustat  propeller 

•  120  hp  Ford  diesel 

•  Refrigerator/freez§r 

•  Propane  stove/oven 

•  Raised  dinette 

•  Air  conditioning 

•  Dodger  w/Lexan 

•  Radar,  DS 


•  Autopilot,  GPS 

•  1?"  Bow  thruster 

•  6'  sails 

•  ProFurl  furling 

•  Electric  windlass 

•  Elec,  halyard  winch 

•  Inverter 
•110V  GenSet 

•  Walk  around  engine  room 


*  7mm  Corten  steel  is  equivalent  to  15"  of  solid  fiberglass  and  resists  rusting. 

BELLHAVEN  MARINE 
800-542-8812  •  360-733-6636 
_ Fax  360-647-9664 _ 


/ 
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RENT  or  BUY 


TRADEWINDS  SAILING  CLUB 

One  low  monthly  fee  gives  you  unlimited  use.  Call  for  details. 


Plan  II  Monthly  Rate 


llnlimiltd 
Us*  of  oil 
fhoso  boots 


Plan  I  Daily  Rate 

Catalina  22 

$55 

O’Day  22 

$55 

Hunter  23 

$65 

Newport  24' 

$95  ‘ 

Catalina  25 

$95 

Catalina  27 

$110 

Newport  28 

$110 

Hunter  28.5 

$120 

Cal  2-29 

$120 

Catalina  30 

$130 

Newport  30 

$130 

Cal  31 

$130 

Hunter  Vision  32 

$170 

Hunter  Vision  36 

$235 

Hylas  44 

$250 

Unlimited  Use  of  ALL 
these  boots. 

$298/mo 


iiiiillliilliiil 


BROKERAGE  BOATS  FOR  SALE 


LANCER  36 
$26,995 


22' O'Day  222,  '86, 0/B,  w/trlr  .  5,995 

27' O'Day,  76, 1/B . 9,995 

28' Newport,  '82,  diesel,  wheel  15,995 
30' Newport  3011, 72,  inboard  .  13,995 

31 'Cal,  '83,  diesel,  wheel . 31,995 

36' Hunter  Vision,  '92,  dsl,  whl  89,995 

36'Lancer,  79,  Repo . .  26,995 

45' Explorer,  79,  dsl,  ctr  ckpt .  159,995 


As  a  full  service  brokerage, 
we  also  have  access  to  hun¬ 
dreds  of  other  listings 
throughout  the  Bay  Area 
and  the  rest  of  the  country. 
For  more  information  or  an 
appointment  to  view  these 
boats,  please  call! 


^6nu/eu^iu/s 

Sailing  Center 


COMMITTED  TO  EXCELLENCE  AND  VALUE 


1-800-321-TWSC  (8972)  •  (510)232-7999 

Brickyard  Cove 

SERVING  AND  TEACHING  SAILORS  FOR  OVER  32  YEARS 


dominated  state  legislature  to  pass  a  law  requiring  doctors  to  identify 
themselves  at  all  times.  The  reason  behind  the  legislation?  To  help 
cash-strapped  lawyers  identify  who  to  slap  with  a  lawsuit  —  without 
having  to  bother  with  bus  drivers,  plumbers,  school  teachers  and  all 
the  others  who  aren ’t  worth  the  effort. 

DliWHAT’S  HE  DOING  RIGHT  NOW? 

I  owned  several  boats  when  I  lived  in  Newport  Beach  before  doing 
the  'ranch  thing'.  But  I  still  periodically  drive  to  San  Diego  to  rent  a 
boat  and  pick  up  your  rag.  I  love  Latitude. 

In  one  of  last  year’s  issues,  I  read  an  excerpt  from  something 
written  by  Sterling  Hayden,  Wanderer.  Could  that  be  the  spe 
Sterling  Hayden  who  chucked  a  Hollywood  career,  bought  an  old 
schooner,  and  just  took  off  sailing?  If  so,  could  you  tell  me  what  he’s 
dqing  now  and  if  he  wrote  any  other  books? 

As  I  recall,  Hayden  the  actor  played  in  a  lot  of  Westerns,  often 
taking  the  role  of  the  meanie.  He  was  considered  a  rebel  somehow, 
and  helped  his  son  stay  out  of  the  army. 

I  much  admired  Hayden  for  just  dropping  out  and  taking  off.  The 
thoughts  he  expressed  in  that  piece  are  right  on.  I’m  waiting  for  the 
end  of  a  litigation  of  some  property  I  own,  then  I’m  gone,  too.  The 
trouble  is,  I’ll  be  65. 

W.  Mayer 
Murrieta,  CA 

W.  —  After  many  years  in  Hollywood,  Sterling  Hayden  was  invol¬ 
ved  in  a  nasty  divorce  with  his  wife,  who  if  we  remember  correctly, 
was  the  lovely  actress  Madeline  Carroll.  Disgusted  with  the  judge’s 
decision  that  he  could  have  custody  of  the  kids  but  not  take  them  out 
of  the  country,  in  January  of '59  Hayden  told  the  judge  that  he,  Spike 
Africa,  and  some  others  were  going  out  for  an  afternoon  sail  with  his 
son  Dana.  Some  afternoon  sail  —  they  left  Sausalito  for  French 
Polynesia  aboard  Hayden’s  huge  classic  schooner  Wanderer.  For  his 
defiance  of  judicial  authority,  Hayden  won  the  eternal  admiration  of 
many  divorced  males. 

Hayden  —  best  known  to  us  for  his  hilariously  vibrant  performance 
as  Colonel  Jack  Ripper  in  Dr.  Strangelove  —  wrote  two  books,  the 
most  famous  of  which  was  Wanderer.  It  was  about  his  life,  the  divorce, 
and  his  sailing  away  from  American  injustice.  The  quote  you  like  ("To 
be  truly  challenging,  a  voyage,  like  a  life.  .  .")  came  from  that  book, 
which  although  a  classic,  is  no  longer  in  print.  n 

To  answer  your  last  question,  Hayden  is  currently  pushing  up 
daisies;  he  died  a  number  of  years  ago.  You  may  be  65,  but  at  least 
you  ’re  still  alive  and  kicking.  So  why  not  follow  Hayden’s  example  by 
forgetting  all  that  litigation  crap  and  going  off  on  an  adventure?  After 
all,  how  would  you  prefer  to  spend  your  remaining  years?  Enjoying 
the  magnificence  of  Nature  as  embodied  in  the  sea,  the  sun  and  the 
sky  —  or  sitting  in  a  climatically  controlled  courtroom  listening  to  a 
judge  and  two  lawyers  squabble,  quibble  and  blather? 

LITTA  STORY  MISSED 

Too  bad  your  people  in  La  Palmas,  Canary  Islands,  didn’t  talk 
with  the  owners  of  Loose  Moose  II,  pictured  on  page  94  of  the 
January  issue.  A  good  story  might  have  been  missed. 

The  boat  was  designed  by  Philip  Bolger  and  described  in  his  Boats 
With  An  Open  Mind  book.  She  was  designed  as  a  liveaboard  for  an 
American  couple  in  Europe.  The  idea  was  that  she  could  be  built  by 
one  person  in  six  months.  She  was  designed  as  a  canal  boat  with 
sailing  ability,  not  for  ocean  passages.  It  would  have  been  interesting 
to  hear  what  the  owners  had  to  say  about  her  sailing  ability. 

Karl  Randolph 

.  s  San  Francisco 

. 

Karl  —  The  Wanderer  is  the  one  to  blame  for  not  getting  the  story, 
but  he  sort  of  has  an  excuse.  Because  of  a  Latitude  deadline,  he 
arrived  in  Las  Palmas  exhausted  —  and  two  days  late  for  the  start  of 
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When  you  have  a  30  million  dollar  yacht  you're  taking  to  Cape  Horn  and 
Antarctica  and  you  need  1 0  thousand  dollars  worth  of  canvas  who  do  you  call? 

The  skipper  of  "Hetairos"  called  the  experts  at 

PACIFIC  COAST  CANVAS 
(510)521-1829 

Regardless  of  the  size  of  your  project  or  the  destination  of  your  yacht 
and  crew. . . 

We  have  the  design,  innovation  and  experience. 

the  fabrication,  quality  and  expertise, 
the  installation,  skill  and  perfection. 
For  the  best  in  canvas,  upholstery  and  marine  fabric  accessories, 
come  visit  our  craftshop. 


f  PACIFIC  COAST  CANVAS  > 


GRAND  MARINA  MARINE  CENTER 
2021  ALASKA  PACKER  PLACE 
ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 


What  Is  Your 
Winter  Project? 


COMPETITIVE 
YACHT  INSURANCE 

Our  Agency 
Can  Offer  You 

True  “All  Risk”  Coverage 
Special  Rates  for  High  Value  Vessels 
Exclusive  Program  for  the 
Master  Mariners  Association 
Convenient  Installment  Plans 


INFLATABLE  BOATS 


>us®' 


Sf  Sports 


/ia 


uaaro 


J$n- 12.21 

Vthe1 


Coiyp. 


a/ace 


INCREDIBLY  LIGHTWEIGHT  RIBS  AND  ROLL-UPS. 

Great  looking,  up  to  date  designs,  full  featured  and  rugged. 

Ten  year  fabric  warranty  on  the  white  hypopolymer  materiaL 

AQUAPRO  Sportmaster  Rollaway.  The  roll-up  aluminum  floor  with  inflatable 
keel,  combined  with  rugged  abrasion  resistant,  hypopolymer  tubes  make 
Aquapro's  world-class  dinghies;  features  like  inboard  oar  storage,  bow  dodger, 
substantial  lifting  handles  and  towing  rings,  make  for  pleasurable  boating 
experience;  comes  in  sizes  9’  and  10'2".  Stowed  dimensions  are  18"x25"x40". 

- 


Retail 

Price 

$2,620 


Only 
79  lbs. 


SPORTMASTER  ROLLAWAY  1001 

$2,385  (Includes  wooden  oars,  pump  and  repair  kit.) 

AgUAPRO  Sportmaster  Rib.  The  ultimate  in  tough  tenders  in  three  sizes:  9', 
10'2"  and  1 1'2",  weighing  from  66  lbs.  to  75  lbs.  These  aluminum  RIBS  are  fast, 
lightweight  and  reliable.  Spoftmasters  are  full  featured  boats  with  inboard  oar 
storage,  bow  dodger,  fuel  tank  storage  tray,  towing  rings  and  lifting  eyes: 


Retail 

Price 

$2,746 


Only 
70  lbs. 


SPORTMASTER  RIB  1001  -  $2,495 


(800)  480-6588 


/ 


ED  THOMAS 

&  ASSOCIATES 
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Alameda's  Oldest  and  Finest  Marina 


HARBORMASTER'S  OFFICE 


1535  BUENA  VISTA  AVENUE 
ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 


BOAT  LOANS 


DIMEN 

Marine  Financial  Services 

where...  Your  Interest 
(Rate)  Is  Our  Concern 

✓  Nationwide  programs 

✓  Loans  from  $25,000  to  $5,000,000 

✓  Purchase  or  refinance 
i/  New  or  used  boats 

See  Bill  Kinstler  •  510-769-8338 
714-675-9840  •  800-832-8022 

1070Marina  Village  Parkway  #202,  Alameda,  CA94501 
2727  Newport  Blvd.  #203,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 


the  Atlantic  Rally  for  Cruisers.  He  and  the  rest  of  the  crew  were 
understandably  antsy  to  get  going  to  try  to  catch  the  fleet. 

We’d  love  to  hear  from  the  present  and/or  past  owners  of  the 
Moose.  The  Wanderer  is  all  for  open  minds  and  innovation,  but 
worries  when  boats  are  put  to  uses  for  which  they  were  obviously  not 
intended  —  such  as  appeared  to  be  the  case  with  the  Moose. 

. 

UftlF  IT’S  IN  PRINT,  IT  MUST  BE  CORRECT 

1  thought  you  might  enjoy  a  couple  of  tidbits  I  came  across 
recently. 

On  page  28  of  the  1995  Northern  California  edition  of  the  M.P.C. 
Boaters  Directory,  under  the  heading  Vessel  Condition  and  Loading, 
is  the  following  formula  "to  determine  the  maximum  number  of 
persons  you  can  safely  carry  in  calm  weather":  People  =  (length  of 
bqat  x  width). 

Let’s  see,  my  boat  is  46  feet  long  with  14Vi  foot  beam.  So  I  guess 
my  boat’s  capacity  would  be  46  times  14.5  —  or  667  people.  I  know 
that  seems  excessive,  but  if  it’s  in  print  it  must  be  correct.  1  can’t  help 
but  wonder  what  my  boat’s  capacity  is  in  rough  weather.  And  if  1 
cbuld  get  a  deal  from  a  chandlery  on  670  lifejackets. 

Then  in  the  1983  edition  of  John  Rousmaniere’s  The  Annapolis 
Book  of  Seamanship,  on  page  231  under  Satellite  Navigation,  is  a 
brief  description  of  the  proposed  Department  of  Defense’s  Global 
Positioning  System:  "The  system  is  expected  to  become  operational 
in  the  late  1980s,  and  receiver  cost  is  projected  at  more  than 
$25,000."  I  wonder  if  I  can  find  any  buyers  for  my  units? 

Seriously,  it’s  truly  incredible  that  in  little  more  than  a  decade  the 
cost  of  consumer  electronics  has  come  down  to  such  a  level  that  we 
all  can  afford  not  only  one  GPS,  but  a  couple  of  backups. 

Keith  Brown 
Aleta,  Peterson  46 
San  Francisco 


Keith  —  The  formula  cited  in  the  M.P.C.  Directory  is  actually  the 
one  used  to  determine  passenger  carrying  capacity  of  Third  World 
ferry  boats  during  calm  weather.  There  is  no  formula  for  such  vessels 
in  rough  weather,  as  operators  are  allowed  to  carry  as  many 
passengers  as  can  still  hang  on  after  the  ferry  has  turned  turtle.  Few 
people  are  aware  of  it,  but  that  formula  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
United  Nation’s  program  for  population  control  in  developing 
countries.  s 

As  for  the  earliest  GPS  units,  they  were  big  and  indeed  sold  for 
$25,000.  With  even  better  models  now  retailing  for  under  $250,  it’s 
been  difficult  for  buyers  of  early  units  to  sell  them  for  what  they  paid 
for  them. 

We  know  we  shouldn’t  mention  this,  but  the  Latitude  staff  has 
always  had  soft  spot  in  our  hearts  for  Aleta.  You  see,  every  Big  Boat 
Series  we  needed  a  shot  of  a  great  broach,  and  for  years  it  seemed 
that  if  we  hung  around  the  jibe  mark  in  the  front  of  the  St.  Francis  YC 
on  a  windy  day,  Aleta  would  always  oblige.  We  can’t  remember  half 
the  boats  of  that  era,  but  we’ll  never  forget  good  old  Aleta. 

MCOOL,  COOL,  COOL 

Your  readers  might  be  interested  in  a  recent  experience  my  family 
and  I  had  with  The  Moorings  charter  outfit.  This  second  charter  with 
The  Moorings  —  our  first  had  been  flawless  —  was  to  be  a  10-day  trip 
from  St.  Lucia  to  Grenada.  But  about  halfway  through  our  charter, 
while  anchored  at  Salt  Whistle  Bay,  Mayreau,  my  wife  Tina  thought 
the  engine  of  our  Moorings  38  was  running  a  bit  hot.  1  also  thought  I 
smelled  something,  but  all  the  gauges  registered  normal,  so  we  went 
about  our  business  of  tidying  up  the  boat.  A  few  minutes  later  I  was 
engulfed  in  black  smoke  —  and  turned  to  notice  flames  leaping  from 
the  engine  compartment! 

After  several  moments  of  panic  —  and  the  employment  of  two  fire 
extinguishers  —  we  succeeded  in  putting  the  fire  out.  1  immediately 
hailed  The  Moorings  on  the  radio  —  and  to  my  surprise  and  relief, 
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KISSINGER  CANVAS 


Marine  Canvas  &  Interiors 

STEVEN  KISSINGER 

(510)  825-6734 

•  Biminis 

•  Boat  Covers 

•  Cushions 

•  Sail  Covers 

•  Headliners 

•  Awnings 


DODGERS  ENCLOSURES 

Side  handrails  Window  covers 

&  included 

Window  covers 
included 


Free  Estimates  and  Delivery 


© 


A 


iTl/L 


/  B/ 

flrl  ^  icr 


LINK 


BATTERY 
ISOLATOR 

mhomb  t  oar  inw  utJL  »y  WELLS  HW  1C  TECH.  rruurr,  a 
B1  ACC  B2 


12  &  24  Volt  Available 


Problems  Problems  Problems 


Have  you  ever  wondered  which  battery  is  on  or 

which  battery  is  being  charged  or  can  I  start  my  engine 

now?  Batt  Link/Maxx  solves  this  by  replacing  diode 

battery  isolators.  It  charges  batteries  from  an  alternator 

while  providing  automatic  isolation  when  charging 

stops.  Call  for  free  brochure  and  information. 

* 

Specializing  in  Electrical  Systems  Installation, 
Service  and  Repair. 

We  build  the  foundation  of  your  boats  electrical  system  in  a 
package  you  can  understand.  When  you  need  system  help  call: 

In  Harbor  Electric  •  510-236-5419 

_ — - - / 


SAILiflC  CLUB 

REDWOOD  CITY 


(415)  363-1390 


Spinnaker  Sailing  has  been  teaching  Bay  Area  residents  to 
sail  safely  on  the  Bay  and  around  the  World  since  1980. 


LESSONS  •  CHARTERS  •  CLUB 


JJ.J 


AMERICAN 

SAILING 

ASSOCIATION 


AUTHORIZED 
CERTIFICATION 
FACILITY 

Visit  us  at  Redwood  City  Yacht  Harbor 
Next  to  Charley  Browns  Restaurant 


TheMoorings* 


The  best  sailing  vacations  in  the  world  start  here! 
Let  us  help  you  book  your  next  sailing  vacation. 


SCHEDULED  CLUB  TRIPS  FOR  '96 

Bahamas  •  March  20  -  30 
Grenada  •  June  5-17 
British  Virgins  •  December  4-16 


Call  for  FREE  BROCHURE 


STOP 

CHEWING 


•  Dockline  chains  stop  dockline  wear  at  the  dock. 

•  Chain  grips  all  dock  fittings.  No  shackles  required. 

•  Has  unique  thimble.  No  eye  splice  required. 

•  For  docklines  to  5/8  inch.  Available  to  1  1/4  inch  Dec.  '95 

•  SAVE  MONEY!  Extra  set  of  storm  docklines  not  needed. 

$68  U.SJpair  -  $34.95  each  plus  $7.00  shipping/handling 

CHECK  OR  MONEY  ORDER  TO: 

TRIPLE  C  BOAT  PRODUCTS 

3873  Airport  Way,  Box  9754  •  Bellingham,  WA  98227-9754 

- Info.  1-800-781-6777 - 
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Trimble’s  NT200D  GPS  is  the  world’s  first  GPS  receiver  with 
a  differential  beacon  receiver  built  in.  It  gives  you  differ¬ 
ential’s  3-10  meter  accuracies  without  requiring  you  to  buy, 
install,  and  connect  a  separate  differential  box  and  antenna. 
The  optional  Smart  Card  Reader  lets  you  track  your  boat’s 
progress  on  a  nautical  chart  as  well  as  archive  your  GPS  data. 
And  the  newly  available  Dual  Head  Station  shares  information 
with  your  primary  receiver.  Enter  data  into  one  unit,  and  it 
automatically  updates  the  other.  So  you  enjoy  the  convenience 
of  two  fully  functional  navigation  stations. 


•  Built-in  DGPS  beacon  receiver 

•  Large  graphic  LCD  display 

•  Waterproof  construction 

•  Chart  and  memory  card  reader 


2  NMEA  I/O  ports 
Single  antenna 
Full-function  Dual  Head 
User-defined  nav  screens 


For  more  information,  call  Trimble  at  1-800-827-2424. 


Trimble 

THE  GPS  SOLUTION 

Trimble  Navigation  Limited 
930  Benecia  Avenue 
Sunnyvale,  CA  94086 
1-800-827-2424 
1-512-345-9509  Fax 


Get  differential 
accuracy  without 
adding  another  box. 


LETTERS 


they  answered  immediately.  I  was  told  that  a  Moorings  representative 
would  be  out  in  a  chase  boat  within  the  next  30  minutes. 

While  waiting  for  help  to  arrive,  we  surveyed  the  damage.  The 
smoke  had  cleared  to  reveal  charred  but  otherwise  undamaged 
companionway  steps,  and  fire  extinguisher  detritus  everywhere.  The 
children  thought  the  whole  thing  was  "cool";  but  Tina  was  visibly 
shaken  and  I  wasn’t  exactly  calm  either.  I  feared  our  chartering  days 
were  over  —  in  the  sense  that  we’d  have  to  spend  the  rest  of  our 
vacation  in  a  hotel  room. 

Less  than  20  minutes  later,  Rick  of  The  Moorings  arrived  to 
diagnose  the  problem  as  a  seized  up  refrigerator  compressor.  Since 
it  was  late  and  getting  dark,  he  offered  to  return  first  thing  in  the 
morning  to  further  assess  the  damage.  He  offered  us  some  hope  that 
he  could  get  the  engine  running  again.  In  the  meantime,  however,  we 
coujd  still  use  the  electrical  systems. 

Because  of  the  late  hour  and  messy  condition  of  our  boat,  Rick 
suggested  that  we  consider  dining  ashore.  When  we  showed  him  a 
bucket  containing  a  recently  purchased  lobster,  he  took  the  initiative 
to  radio  the  Salt  Whistle  Bay  Resort  —  and  arrange  for  the  resort’s 
chef  to  prepare  the  lobster  with  all  the  trimmings.  The  whole  dinner 
tab  was  picked  up  by  the  Moorings;  the  children  thought  this  was 
really  "cool",  too.  As  for  Tina  and  I,  we  began  to  relax  and  enjoy  our 
vacation  again. 

Rick  didn’t  bother  to  come  out  to  our  boat  the  next  morning  —  but 
instead  radioed  the  news  that  a  new  boat  was  on  its  way  up  from 
Grenada  to  replace  the  one  we  had.  And  the  boat  would  be  an 
upgrade  from  our  current  two-stateroom  38-footer  to  a  three- 
stateroom  445!  Not  just  the  kids,  but  all  of  us  thought  this  was 
incredibly  cool. 

Sure  enough,  the  445  arrived  the  next  morning,  allowing  us  to 
complete  our  charter  without  further  incident  and  in  regal  comfort. 
And  when  we  arrived  at  The  Moorings  Secret  Harbor  base  in 
Grenada,  we  were  issued  a  certificate  for  the  lost  sailirig  time  in 
accordance  with  The  Moorings  guarantee. 

As  a  result  of  the  Moorings’  fine  service,  our  chartering  days  are 
not  numbered  —  although  we  are  now  spoiled  by  the  larger  yacht  — 
but  instead  we’re  examining  the  guide  books  to  settle  on  our  next 
location.  Thank  you,  Moorings,  for  living  up  to  your  reputation  as  the 
premier  charter  company. 

Alex  Schmid 
■'  Lafayette 


IHIIT’S  A  BIG  OCEAN  OUT  THERE 

I’m  prompted  to  write  by  an  incident  that  occurred  the  evening  of 
last  October  28  while  my  friend  Tom  and  I  were  delivering  a  37-ft 
yawl  north  from  Oxnard.  We  were  about  13  miles  northwest  of  Santa 
Barbara,  and  while  there  was  only  a  sliver  of  a  moon,  visibility  was 
good.  Motorsailing  on  starboard  tack,  Tim  was  first  to  notice  the 
navigation  lights  about  three  miles  away  that  indicated  a  powerboat 
was  headed  in  our  direction.  We  didn’t  think  too  much  of  it,  as  the 
vessel  was  on  a  course  that  would  take  her  astern  of  us. 

As  the  vessel  came  within  a  mile  or  so,  she  altered  course,  so  we 
were  now  —  as  Chapman’s  states  —  the  ’burdened  vessel’.  This 
because  we  could  now  only  see  the  red  port  light  with  the  white  light 
above.  The  mystery  vessel  was  now  making  way  from  our  stern  to  our 
bow. 

"Coast  Guard?"  I  wondered  to  Tom. 

He  didn’t  know,  so  he  throttled  back  and  reduced  the  yawl’s  speed 
from  five  knots  to  two.  Thinking  that  it  might  be  a  fishing  vessel 
trolling  lines  or  a  net,  we  tacked.  The  power  vessel  was  now  on  our 
port  side,  and  now  we  would  pass  to  port.  I  should  point  out  that 
Chapman  also  states  that,  "technically,  the  right-of-way  rules  do  not 
come  into  effect  in  a  situation  between  two  vessels  until  the  possibility 
of  collision  exists"  —  and  are  not  otherwise  applicable. 

As  the  vessel  was  passing  500  feet  or  so  to  port,  I  illuminated  our 
sails  with  my  brightest  flashlight  and  then  flashed  the  beam  on  the 


BALLENA  ISLE  MARINA 

“From  San  Francisco  Bay  to  exotic  Cabo 
San  Lucas  you'll  love  our  Family V* 


Enjoy  the  ambiance  of  a  total  boating  community. 
BALLENA  ISLE  MARINA  oil  Alameda  Island  of¬ 
fers  hassle-free  boating,  fun,  security  &  the  knowl¬ 
edge  that  you  have  chosen  the  very  best. 


YOUR  FIRST  MONTH 


•  Easy  access  to  the  bay. 

•  Full  service  fuel  dock. 

•  Chandlery — Restaurant — Deli 

•  Special  Gold  Card  Discounts  &  more. 

Become  part  of  the  Almar  family  of  marinas  and  enjoy  free  guest  privileges  at 
all  five  of  our  beautiful  marinas  up  and  down  the  coast. 


BALLENA  ISLE  MARINA 

1 150  Ballena  Bl.  Ste.  1 1 1  •  Alameda,  CA  94501  •  (510)  523-5528  •  1  -800-657-SLIP 

ALMAR  MARINAS.  ♦  ♦The  West’s  Finest 


/ 
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LETTERS 


„  j  „„r  Cove  is  the  private  Peninsula  marina 
closest  to  Blue  Water  boating.  Want  to  cruise  to 
Sausalito,  lunch  at  Tiburon,  or  sail  to  Angel  Island? 
How  about  a  day's  fishing  outside  the  Gate,  or  a 


WE  OFFER  MORE 

COME  AND  SEE  WHY 


. 

;.vV 

-  ■■ 
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FREE  WEEKEND 


Two  nights  berthing  at  Oyster  Cove  Marina 

Please  call  or  fax  24  hours  in  advance  to  secure  reservations. 

(415)  952-0254- 


■m 


Berthing  at  Oyster  Cove  Marina  can 
make  boating  easier,  more  convenient 
and  more  enjoyable! 

Making  boating  easier  -  and  more  fun!  is 
what  a  marina  should  be  all  about.  That's  why 
Oyster  Cove  Marina  rates  number  one  with  many 

a _ , _ _ ti.'„ 


marina  is  better  situated  or  offers  nicer,  fresher 
surroundings. 

•  Berths  30  feet  to  60  feet 

•  Double  Finger  Concrete  Slips 


•  Water  and  Electricity  Included  in  Slip  Fees 
•Telephone  Available 

•  Heated  Dressing  Rooms  and  Showers 

•  Laundry  Room  •  Nightly  Security  Patrol 

•  7-Day  Harbormaster  Office 

•  Complimentary  Ice  •  Cable  TV 


llill 


ONE  MONTH  FREE  RENT 

with  6  month  lease 
(This  offer  applies  to  all  new  berthers.) 

Call  for  Details 

Ask  About  Our  Special  Offer  For  30'  &  32'  Slips! 


HI 


r  JJ  / 

_ _ _ VL.., 

END  TIES 

Now  available  at  $4.00  per  foot. 


mm 


385 


SOUTH  SAN  FRANCISCO 

*  — — 

u 


LIVEABOARD  BERTHS  AVAILABLE 

(Limited  Number) 


other  vessel.  Then  the  VHF  came  alive. 

"This  is  the  power  vessel  BLAAAABLAA  calling  the  sailing  sailboat 
off  Santa  Barbara."  When  I  responded,  he  asked  if  I  was  under  power 
or  sail.  Confirming  that  we  had  our  nav  and  steaming  lights  on,  I  told 
him  we  were  under  power. 

"Well  what’s  the  matter,  don’t  you  know  the  rules  of  the  road?" 

Toni  and  I  look  at  one  another  with  the  same  curious  expression 
on  our  faces.  By  now  we  could  clearly  make  out  the  other  vessel  as  a 
45  to  50-ft  cabin  cruiser  type  beast. 

"Which  rule  was  that,  skipper,  to  see  how  close  you  can  come  to 
a  sailboat?"  I  knew  I  shouldn’t  have  said  it,  but  I  just  couldn’t  resist. 

It’s  a  big  ocean  out  there,  folks,  with  lots  of  room  for  all  of  us  to 
play  in.  This  guy  actually  had  to  change  course  to  try  to  put  us  in  fhe 
wrong,  and  what  was  the  point.  He  wanted  to  pursue  the  topic  at 
greater  length  over  the  radio,  but  I  figured  that  he  was  driving  with 
ond  hand  and  a  book  in  the  other,  so  I  shined  the  whole  thing. 

1  wish  the  other  skipper  of  the  powerboat  all  the  best,  but  hey  man, 
lighten  up!  And  who  knows,  maybe  there  is  something  to  the  saying, 
"Friends  don’t  let  friends  buy  power  boats."  Damn,  there  1  go  again. 

Martin  Burs 
Vigilant 
Santa  Cruz 

UflTHE  ABUSED 

Latitude  is  great  —  it  always  makes  my  day  when  it  hits  the  stands. 
In  that  spirit,  1  feel  that  it  is  time  to  comment  on  a  disturbing  trend.  I 
am  referring  to  the  numerous  articles  and  letters  published  this  last 
year  which  berated  certain  powerboaters  for  their  lack  of  good 
judgement.  The  abused  have  ranted  against  the  whole  gamut,  from 
the  U.S.  Navy  down  to  the  owners  of  the  smallest  of  'personal  water 
craft'. 

As  a  proponent  of  water  safety,  I  am  sure  that  you  would  agree 
that  a  full  investigation  of  those  incidents  is  in  order.  I  investigated 
those  incidents,  and  as  former  sailor  turned  powerboater,  I  feel  that 
I  can  render  an  informed,  unbiased  report.  Please  note  the  following 
items: 

1)  The  captains  of  all  of  the  involved  vessels  live  on  those  vessels. 

2)  At  0200  on  the  day  of  the  incidents,  a  fresh  breeze  arose.  An 
unpleasant  discordance  of  sound,  caused  by  a  multitude  of  unsecured 
sailboat  halyards,  resulted  in  no  sleep  for  the  captains  of  those 
vessels. 

3)  Sleep  deprivation  —  know  to  the  State  of  California  to  cause 
irrational  behavior  —  is  the  underlying  cause  of  the  powerboat 
incidents. 

Let’s  all  try  to  be  more  considerate  of  the  other  person! 

Unsigned 
Still  Crazy 
San  Diego 

Unsigned  —  We  mostly  poke  fun  at  powerboaters  just  to  let  them 
know  flow  much  we  love  them,  but  if  you  think  some  aren’t  guilty  of 
life-threatening  on-the-water  behavior,  you’ve  breathed  to  many 
diesel  fumes.  Speed  injures  and  kills,  and  by  and  large,  powerboats 
have  a  monopoly  on  speed. 

Ma  high-tech  banshee 

I’m  hoping  that  one  of  your  readers  can  help  me  find  a  Gryphon, 
which  was  a  limited  production  13-foot  sailing  dinghy  built  in  the  Bay 
Area  in  the  early  '80s.  It  was  essentially  a  high-tech  version  of  the 
Banshee. 

If  anyone  knows  of  one  that  might  be  for  sale,  please  call  me 
collect. 

Tom  Cook,  Commodore 
Lake  Lompico  YC 
(408)  335-3215 
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What  Makes  a  Sailboat 


Go  Fast? 


With  UC  Berkeley  Extension's 
Introduction  to  Naval 
Architecture  II: 

Sailing  Yacht  Performance 
you'll  learn  about: 


■  Components  of  resistance 

■  Three  dimensinal  foils 

■  Structural  design  for  speed 

■  High  speed  sailing  vessels 

■  Optimizing  sailboards  for 
speed 


Taught  by  Andy  Davis,  Vice 
President  of  Tri-Coastal  Marine 
in  Berkeley,  a  naval  architecture 
design  and  consulting  firm. 


Ten  Saturdays  beginning  Feb.  10. 


To  enroll,  or  for  more 
information,  call 

(510)  642-4151 


CRUISING  SEMINARS 

FOR 

OFFSHORE  YACHT  BUYERS 


Jillian  Baty  and  the  Modern  Sailing  Academy 
Present  a  Two-Day  Seminar 

Saturday.  March  23:  ABOUT  BUYING  YOUR  YACHT 

Jill  has  raced  and  cruised  offshore  for  30  years.  She  is  a  veteran  of  five 
Fastnets  and  two  of  the  major  storms  of  the  century.  She  also  lives  aboard. 

•  Preparing  yourself  •  Proper  yacht  design  &  construction 

•  Locating  the  ideal  yacht  •  Financing  your  yacht  purchase 
•  Choosing  the  right  broker  •  Surveying  -  what  a  good  survey  will  do 

Sunday.  March  24:  GAIN  OCEAN  EXPERIENCE 

Sail  three  to  six  miles  beyond  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  with  experienced 
Modern  Sailing  Academy  instructor.  Practice  safety  systems,  reefing, 
helming,  navigating.  A  taste  of  what  is  to  come. 

SAUSALITO  CRUISING  CLUB,  Foot  of  Napa  Street 

10:00  to  4:30  each  day  +  No-host  happy  hour 
(Bring  a  box  lunch  both  days) 

-  TUITION  (per  person)  - 

•  First  Day,  Saturday:  $80 

•  Second  Day,  Sunday:  -  $125  On-the-Water 

$10.00  Discount  For  P re- Booking 

W 


OFFSHORE 

CRUISING 

CONSULTANTS 


MODERN 

SAILING 

ACADEMY 

OF  SAUSALITO 


Call  Jill  Baty  (510)  534-4317 


Complete  Ready-to-Sail  Package 
Includes:  trailerf  |qils  and  much,  much  more! 

•  Faster  under  soil  jjjhmarty  competing  trailerable 
Full  standing  headroom  •  Speeds  to  25  mph  under  power 
•  Wheel  steering  •  full  galley  •  Fully  enclosed  head 

•  Raised  dinette  •  Water  ballast  system 

•  48  quart  COLEMAN®  ice  chest 

•  8'  for  legal  trailering  •  Shallow  draft 

•  Low  trailering  weight:  Boat  2,100  lb's..  Trailer  650  lbs. 

*  Launch  &  rig  irt  lO  minutes 

Centerboard  retract^  completely  •  6'3"  long,  deep  cockpit 

•  Sleeps  6  in  3  double  berths  '  Easy  to  tow 
•  Foam  flotation:  Will  stay  afloat,  if  damaged 

•  Bow  pulpit,  stern  pulpits,  and  lifelines 

•  FREE!  Call  for  full  color  16*page  brochure 

1  -•>  BBS?  ■  . 


Representing  MacGregor  Sailing  Yachts 
Since  1968 

ARENA YACHT  SALES 


— •  ^  MARINA  VILLAGE  HARBOR 

1070  Marina  Village  Pkwy.,  #103  •  Alameda,  CA  94501 

Gene  Arena  •  (510)  523-9292 


trailerable 


/ 
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Larsen  Sails 

Designed  for  Speed  -  Engineered  for  Durability 

Dealers  For:  Harken,  Dutchman,  Schaefer,  Profurl,  Furlex 

(800)  347-6817 

1041 A  17th  Ave.,  Santa  Cruz,  CA  95062 

Bob  White  •  Kurt  Larsen 
(408)  476-3009  •  Fax  408-479-4275 


At  Larsen 
Sails  we 
build  sails  for 
the  fun  of  it. 
Your  fun.  After 
all,  when  we 
look  at  most  of 
our  customers 
they're  just  out 
there  sailing  be¬ 
cause  they  enjoy  it. 

They're  not  ocean 
crossing  cruisers. 


Not  Cityfront  bashing 
racers. 


If  you're  one  of  the  80%  of  all  sailors  who  fit  into 
this  category,  we  build  sails  for  you.  Sure,  our  sails 
have  been  tested  for  performance  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  at  sailing's  highest  levels.  They've  been 
tested  on  the  world's  oceans  and  endured. 


However,  the  test  we  always  enjoy  passing  most  is 
the  smile  of  customer  satisfaction.  It's  the  smile  of 
sailors  who  go  out  for  the  day  with  the  whole 
family  and  come  back  relaxed  and  happy.  Or 
the  smile  of  the  singlehander  who  slips  out  in  the 
evening  for  a  quick  sunset  loop  around  the  Bay. 

We  love  sailing  and  the  pleasure  each  sailor  gets 
when  they  go  for  a  sail.  We  know  sails  and  service 
make  a  difference.  We  provide  a  great  product 
and  great  service  at  an  attractive  price  to  make 
sure  you  get  the  most  from  every  sail. 


Sailing  just  for  the  fun  of  it. 


They're  sailors  who  get 
out  on  the  water  and 
love  it. 


LOOSE  LIPS 


Eight  bells. 

We’re  sad  to  note  the  passing  of  two  prominent  figures  in  sailing, 
one  locally  known  and  respected,  one  of  national  repute. 

Locally,  the  Bay  sailing  community  lost  one  of  its  staunchest 
stalwarts  with  the  passing  of  George  Gromeeko  on  December  22.  The 
71 -year-old  Palo  Alto  psychologist  succumbed  to  a  heart  attack. 

Gromeeko  was  born  in  Berlin  of  Russian  parents.  His  family 
emigrated  to  the  Bay  Area  in  1930  and  George  started  sailing  soon 
after.  In  World  War  II,  he  tried  to  enlist  in  the  Navy  but  was  rejected 
because  he  was  born  in  Germany.  The  Army  took  him  and  he  soon 
found  himself  involved  in  house  to  house  fighting  —  in  Germany.  He 
was  wounded,  lost  the  vision  of  his  right  eye,  and  returned  to  the 
States  on  the  same  ship  that  had  brought  his  parents  to  America. 

George  was  a  participant  in  the  yearly  Bullship  Race  —  the  El  Toro 
sprint  across  the  Golden  Gate  —  since  1974.  But  he  was  best  known 
on  the  water  for  the  many  successful  racing  seasons  aboard  his  24-ft 
Columbia  Challenger  Rurik.  His  ashes  were  scattered  from  her  decks 
just  .outside  the  Golden  Gate  a  few  days  after  the  new  year. 

Two  days  earlier,  on  December  20,  designer  A1  Mason  passed 
away  in  Salinas.  He  was  84. 

Mason  graduated  from  Webb  Institute  of  Naval  Architecture  and 
Marine  Engineering  in  1936  and  began  a  60-year  career  which  would 
see  him  designing  literally  hundreds  of  watercraft  of  almost  every 
type,  description  and  building  material.  Of  sailboats  alone,  he  is 
credited  with  nearly  100  designs.  One  of  his  first  sailboats  was  a  62-ft, 
three-masted  schooner  that  appeared  regularly  on  the  1960s  televi¬ 
sion  show  Adventures  In  Paradise.  At  various  times,  Mason  worked 
for  all  the  great  design  houses,  including  John  Alden,  Gibbs  and  Cox, 
Philip  Rhodes  and  Sparkman  and  Stephens.  During  the  war  years,  he 
contributed  many  designs  under  the  S&S  name  for  such  varied  craft 
as  a  110-ft  wooden  subchaser  to  amphibious  Army  vehicles. 

While  with  Rhodes,  Mason  drew  the  construction  and  arrangement 
plans  for  the  1962  12-Meter  Weatherly,  which  went  on  to  win  the 
America’s  Cup.  He  is  perhaps  best  known,  however,  for  what  is  now 
called  the  ’Mason  classic  type’  of  sailing  yacht  —  boats  of  timeless 
beauty  and  quality  construction.  Perhaps  his  most  famous  designs 
were  three  boats  he  was  commissioned  to  do  at  age  72:  the  Mason 
43,  53  and  63.  Not  only  were  (and  are)  these  lovely,  capable  and 
well-built  cruising  yachts,  but  with  Mason’s  eye  for  detail  and 
engineering,  they  are  considered  the  yachts  that  ’turned  around’ 
Taiwanese  boatbuilding,  changing  its  reputation  from  one  of  disdain 
to  one  of  respect. 

Bang  the  drum  slowly. 

According  to  the  new  Reeds  Nautical  Almanac,  North  American 
West  Coast  edition,  mariners  on  the  high  seas  are  encountering  a  lot 
more  50-gallon  drums  than  in  the  past.  Apparently,  more  chemicals 
are  being  shipped  in  the  drums  as  deck  cargo.  And  like  everything 
else  stored  on  deck,  they  occasionally  go  overboard  in  rough  weather. 
Reed’s  cautions  sailors  that  the  contents  of  such  drums  can  be 
extremely  hazardous  to  your  health.  Even  empty  ones  can  contain 
explosive  vapors.  And  since  most  labels  will  have  washed  off,  it’s 
usually  impossible  to  tell  what’s  in  them.  The  proper  procedure  is  to 
note  time  and  position  and  report  the  sightings  off  U.S.  coasted  waters 
to  the  Coast  Guard  National  Response  Center.  They’re  reachable  24 
hours  toll-free  at  800-424-8802.  (This  is  also  the  number  to  report  oil 
and  chemical  spills.)  In  the  case  of  sightings  near  foreign  shores, 
report  to  government  authorities  of  the  nearest  port  state. 

As  for  the  Almanac  itself,  this  first  ever  West  Coast  edition  offers 
everything  the  more  traditional  East  Coast  versions  have  —  tides  and 
currents,  radio  information,  sight  reduction  tables  (used  in  an  ancient, 
pagan  form  of  piloting  called  ’celestial  navigation’),  even  translations 
of  common  sailing  terms  into  French,  Spanish  and  Dutch.  Check  the 
new  Reed’s  out  at  your  local  outlet  or  call  800-995-4995. 
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SOCIETY  OF  ACCREDITED 

□ 

MARINE  SURVEYORS 

Serving  Northern  California 


Archie  Campbell,  AMS 
(800)  640-4344 

Rich  Christopher,  AMS 
(800)  622-5143 

Donru  Marine  Surveyors 
&  Adjusters,  AMS 
(408)  372-8604 

Robert  Downing,  AMS 
(707)  642-6346 


Jack  Mackinnon,  AMS 
(510)  276-4351 

Jerry  Poliskey,  AMS 
(510)  236-1793 

Terry  O'Herren,  S.A. 
(800)  246-7732 
(415)  854-8380 

Michael  P.  Wilson,  S.A. 

(415)  332-8928 

(800)  408-MIKE 
(6453) 


R.J.  Whitfield  &  Assoc.,  Inc.,  AMS 
(800)  344-1838 


CCC  HARD  DODGER 
Now  with  1 1/4  "  SS  Supports!! 


Offshore  cruising  package  shown.  Coastal  cruising  package  available. 

Sole  purveyors  of  canvas  products  to 
the  Point  Beach  and  Rowing  Club. 


1230  Brickyard  Cove  Rd.,  Suite  106,  Pt.  Richmond,  CA  94801 
At  Brickyard  Cove  Marina 


(510)  233-7683 


California  Custom  Canvas 


SELF-STEERING 

select  the  right  gear  for  your  boat 


ONITOR 

Stainless  Servo  Pendulum- 
The  only  windvane  in  BOC 

(7  of  11  boats  in  the  50  ft.  class) 

auto  jielm 

Auxiliary  Rudder/Trimtab 


Saye’s  Rig 

Pendulum  Trimtab  on  main  rudder 

Navik 

Double  servo  Pendulum 


Free  22  page  crash  course  on  self-steering  and  loaner  video. 


FACTORY  DIRECT  432  SOUth  1st  Street 
_  _  „  Richmond,  CA  94804-2107 

SCANMAR  Tel:  510  215-2010 
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DESIGN  HIGHLIGHTS 


LOOSE  LIPS 


CONTOUR  30  MKII 


LOA . 

. 30'0' 

Designer.... 

..Cole  Beadon 

Beam . 

. 23' 10" 

Headroom  . 

. 6'2" 

Draft . 

.  1'4" 

Berths . 

. 4 

Dspl . 

SA . 

. 3,000  lbs 

. 590  sq  ft 

AUX . 

. Outboard 

The  CONTOUR  30  MKII  was  designed  to  be  nothing  less  than  the 
untimate  racer/cruiser.  At  30  feet  she  can  cruise  comfortably  at  12 
- 15  knots  and  attain  speeds  of  25  knots.  The  MKII  is  exhilarating 
to  sail  and  at  the  end  of  the  day  her  retracting  amas  allow  her  to  be 
docked  in  a  "normal”  slip  or  trailered.  With  accommodations  that 
include  6'2"  headroom,  4  berths,  an  enclosed  head,  complete 
galley  and  forward  stateroom,  you  can  cruise  in  style.  With  the 
most  comprehensive  inventory  of  deck  hardward  and  sails  in  her 
class,  the  CONTOUR  30  MKII  offers  excellent  value.  Try  sailing  at 
over  20  knots  with  less  than  10  degrees  of  heal  —  it  truly  expands 
your  horizons! 

P.C.  MOULD,  LTD. 

25  Shamrock  Rd.,  Erin 
ON  NOB  1TO,  Canada 
519-833-9490  •  Fax:  519-833-7246 
West  Coast  Representative: 

Peter  Whittington  Ph/Fax:  714-848-6435 


CONTOUR  30 


Reincarnation  of  Swan. 

Where  do  you  go  when,  as  cruisers,  you’ve  seen  it  all  and  done  it 
all?  Well,  if  your  Diana  and  Kellogg  Fleming,  you  buy  a  barge  and  fix 
it  up  to  charter  on  the  French  Canals.  Regular  readers  may  remember 
the  Flemings  from  a  two-part  interview  a  few  years  back.  Over  a  10- 
year  period  startingvin  the  late  ’60s,  Kellogg  and  a  partner  finished  off 
two  identical  Garden  ketches  in  a  parking  lot  in  the  City.  Having 
never  sailed  before,  Kellogg  and  Diana  left  the  Bay  in  1982  aboard 
theirs,  eventually  completing  an  11 -year  circumnavigation  and 
becoming  supremely  competent  sailors  in  the  process.  Their  current 
project  began  a  couple  of  years  ago.  According  to  a  Christmas  card, 
"We’re  in  the  midst  of  a  'working  winter'  to  complete  the  transforma¬ 
tion  from  1923-built  Dutch  cargo  barge  to  90-ft  cruising  boat."  They 
hope  to  have  the  new  Swan  open  for  business  later  this  year.  \ 

t 

Levi  lifering. 

When  a  ferry  began  sinking  in  a  storm  off  the  Island  of  Weh, 
Indonesia,  many  of  the  226  people  aboard  panicked.  American 
Margaret  Crotty  was  one  of  those  who  didn’t.  When  it  came  time  to 
abandon  on  Friday,  January  19,  the  23-year-old  New  Yorker  leaped 
into  the  water  and  immediately  removed  her  pants.  Remembering  an 
old  lifesaving  trick,  she  knotted  the  pantlegs  and  trapped  enough  air 
in  them  to  help  keep  her  afloat  for  almost  16  hours  before  she  was 
rescued.  As  a  result  of  keeping  her  head,  she  was  one  of  only  47 
people  to  survive  the  disaster. 

Island  without  a  country. 

The  latest  chapter  in  the  saga  of  Forbes  Island  may  be  San  Francis¬ 
co’s  loss  and  Pillar  Point’s  gain.  Yes,  the  floating  luxury  home/island/ 
tourist  attraction/barge  may  be  on  the  move  again  soon,  out  of  the 
bureaucracy-infested  waters  of  the  Bay  to  more  benevolent  climes  far¬ 
ther  south.  Or,  as  Pillar  Point’s  harbormaster  put  it  in  an  Independent 
Journal  article,  "We  don’t  have  any  BCDC  problems  here." 

You  might  recall  that  the  island  —  which  features  11  rooms, 
underwater  viewing,  live  palm  trees  on  top,  an  1890s  grand  piano 
and  a  1,500-bottle  wine  cellar  —  was  launched  in  1980  and  moored 
for  more  than  10  years  in  Sausalito’s  Richardson  Bay.  Owner  Forbes 
Kiddoo  was  forced  to  vacate  the  site  in  1992  by  the  Bay  Conservation 
and  Development  Commission,  which  declared  the  man-made  island 
"illegal  Bay  fill".  Yeah,  right.  It  spent  some  time  in  Point  Richmond, 

,  where  an  engine  and  pilot  house  (in  the  form  of  a  miniature  light¬ 
house)  was  installed.  The  BCDC  still  said  no.  It  has  subsequently  lived 
out  of  their  reach  in  Antioch  for  the  last  few  years. 

We  think  the  city  of  Sausalito  should  be  slapped  for  not  doing 
everything  short  of  stealing  the  Island  to  bring  it  back  to  Richardson 
Bay,  but  all  bets  there  are  apparently  off.  (Of  course,  we  thought  that 
about  the  Raiders,  too.)  Anyway,  the  talks  are  progressing,  as  they 
say.  If  it  does  go  south  —  one  delivery  we’ll  sit  out  on  shore, 
thankyouverymuch  —  it  would  likely  be  what  it  should  have  been 
here:  local  landmark,  tourist  attraction  and  floating  restaurant. 

Learning  from  the  limeys. 

Back  in  the  old  days,  the  really  old  days  —  like  before  SPAM  — 
life  aboard  British  men-of-war  was  only  slightly  better  than  burning  in 
hell.  Anyway,  one  of  the  ways  they  kept  maggots  out  of  the  biscuits 
was  to  put  a  dead  fish  on  top  of  the  barrel  the  biscuits  were  in.  The 
maggots  preferred  the  fish  to  the  biscuits,  and  when  the  fish  got,  um, 
'full'-,  they’d  just  chuck  it  over  the  side  and  replace  it  with  another. 

Why  are  we  telling  you  this?  Because  whenever  it  rains,  the  Lati¬ 
tude  offices  get  overrun  by  ants.  They’re  everywhere  and  if  you 
happen  to  leave  a  half-eaten  sweet  on  your  desk  one  night,  it’ll  be 
overrun  in  the  morning.  All  except  oneseditor,  that  is.  He  read  about 
the  fish  trick  and  every  rainy  night  before  he  leaves,  he  makes  sure  to 
place  a  nice  crumbly  sweet  of  some  sort  in  the  trash.  In  the  morning, 
the  streams  of  ants  all  lead  there  and  his  desk  remains  clear. 
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DESIGN  HIGHLIGHTS 


QUEST  30 

LOA.. 

LWL .. 

Beam 
Draft . 

Dspl .. 

SAI  ... 


Fast,  fun  and  easy  to  sail!  The  Quest  30  truly  stands  alone  as 
today's  multi  purpose  Sport  Boat  by  combining  performance 
features  from  the  new  America's  Cup  Boats,  the  stability  of  the 
Whitbread  60s  and  the  control  and  short-handed  systems  of  a 
BOC  boat  with  a  common  sense  interior.  The  Quest  30  features 
include:  twin  rudders,  fully  battened  mainsail,  asymetrical 
spinnaker,  retractable  spinnaker  pole,  sprit  single  line  reefing, 
torpedo  bulb  keel,  optional  water  ballast,  large  open  cockpit,  six 
hoot  headroom,  enclosed  aft  head,  working  galley.  The  Quest  30 
was  designed  by  Roger  Martin  without  the  constraints  of  any 
racing  rule,  and  is  built  by  Holby  Marine  who  is  establishing  a  new 
standard  for  Sport  Boat  quality.  The  result  is  a  stable,  easily  driven 
hull  which  is  light,  strong  and  fast  with  a  powerful  rig  that  is  easy  to 
sail. 


. 30.00'  J . 10.7 

. 27.4'  P . 39.0 

. 6.75'  Designer . Roger  Martin 

5,750  lbs  Yacht  Designs 

...41  sq  ft  /  tt  -  AUX . 9  hp  diesel 


QUEST  YACHTS 

97  Broad  Common  Rd.,  Bristol,  Rl  02809 
401-253-1711 


Quest 

i5l) 


IMX-38 


LOA.... 
LWL.... 
Beam.. 
Draft ... 
Ballast 
Dspl ... 


SA . 755  sq  ft 

Designer..  Niels  Jeppesen 

Hull . Biaxial  E-Glass 

Headroom . 6'1" 

Berths . 6 

AUX ....  Volvo  28  hp  diesel 


. 37'5" 

. 31 ’3" 

.  12'1" 

.  6'1 1-1/2" 
.6,173  lbs 
11,800  lbs 


X- Yachts  of  Denmark  have  a  history  of  building  winning  offshore 
boats.  In  the  1980s,  the  X-3/4Ton,  X-1  Tons  and  X-2Tons  domi¬ 
nated  the  IOR  scene  worldwide.  In  the  1990s,  X- Yachts  have 
concentrated  on  fast  cruiser/racers  which  are  raced  successfully  all 
over  the  world.  The  IMX-38  is  an  offshore  one-design  which  also 
rates  well  under  IMS,  with  moderate  displacement,  mast  head  rig, 
wheel  steering  and  comfortable  accommodations  for  sailors  who 
are  not  comfortable  with  new  extreme  IMS  machines.  In  spite  of 
this,  the  IMX-38  has  performed  admirably  on  the  highest  Interna¬ 
tional  level  IMS  racing.  Some  recent  results  are:  2nd  in  class  2, 
ROLEX  COMMODORES  CUP  1994,  Cowes,  UK;  1st  in  class  E, 
1994  Kenwood  Cup,  Honolulu,  HI;  1st  overall,  1994  European  IMS 
Championship;  2nd  in  class  B,  IMS  2,  -1995  Key  West  Race  Week; 
1st  in  IMS  class  2  and  1st  overall  IMS,  1995  SORC,  Miami,  FL;  1st 
overall,  1995  European  IMS  Championship.  The  IMX-38  is  also 
doing  well  in  handicap  racing,  both  PHRF  in  USA  and  CHS  in 
Europe.  Since  introduction  in  1993,  Almost  100  IMX-38S  have  been 
built  and  sold,  and  deliveries  in  the  USA  are  increasing. 

New  Seattle  owner  will  be  campaigning  his  IMX-38  in  the  Vic-Maui, 
Kenwood  Cup  and  Big  Boat  Series.  See  the  IMX-38  at  Sail  Expo. 

X- YACHTS  USA 

PO.  Box  114,  Nyack,  NY  10960 
914-358-2864  •  Fax:  914-358-2853 

For  info  call  toll  free:  800-926-2878 
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ROPE  FOR  EASY  HANDLING 


: 

m  m  M'  m  v* 


FOR  PERFORMANCE 


GOOD  CLUTCH  NOW  HAS 
TOTALLY  llERSArL  |||^ 


EMail  73453.2761@compuserve.com 

Web  Site  http://www.semaphore.co.uk/spinlocK 


Our  XT  Powerclutclj| 
is  unbeatable  on  |j 
four  diameters  - 
8,10,12  and  14mm 
so  when  you  change 
rope,  you’ll  never  ^ 
need  to  change  elute 
The  XT  is  unbeatable 
for  weight  saving 
too  -  the  competition 
is  45%  heavier. 

; 


AND  you  don’t  have 

TO  BUY  NEW 


Rope  range  Spinlock  holds  4  rope  sizes  (5/16",  3/8”,  1/2",  9/16") 

Rope  wear  .  Cam  system  holds  rope  over  twice  contact 

area  of  competition's  domino  system 

Ongoing  support  All  clutches,  old  and  new,  can  be  upgraded 

Weight  :  Spinlock  XT  is  45%  lighter  than  the  equivalent 

domino  system 

Special  applications  i  Many  new  options  including  side-mounting 


Spinlock  cam  upgrade  modules 
make  it  easy  to  customise  or 
service  your  old  Spinlock  clutch. 


Key  Facts 


For  more  information,  dealer 
list  and  FREE  1 996  Spinlock 
INTERACTIVE  brochure, 
contact:  Spinlock  USA 
30  Barnet  Boulevard, 

New  Bedford,  MA  02745 

Telephone:  (508)  995  7000 
Facsimile:  (508)  998  5359 


Diniock 


SDtnoc 


LOOSE  LIPS 


Good  deeds. 

Clayton  Lewis  lived  a  life  many  dream  and  few  accomplish.  He 
lived  in  a  remote,  pristine  cove  on  the  west  side  of  Tomales  Bay.  For 
more  than  30  years,  he  sailed  several  miles  to  get  his  mail,  a  few  more 
for  groceries.  His  rent  was  low,  his  wants  simple.  He  was  an  artist,  a 
fisherman,  a  raconteur  of  the  first  water.  He  was  catnip  to  women. 
Men  were  equally  drawn  to  his  company,  for  he  was  a  sturdy  original, 
a  quirky  magnetic  sort  with  a  conspiratorial  twinkle. 

A  friend  to  all  but  the  false,  he  was  also  known  for  years  on  the 
Sausalito  waterfront,  in  North  Beach  —  wherever  sailors,,  fishermen 
and  other  independent  thinkers  congregated.  His  art  —  sculpture, 
paintings,  jewelry  —  has  hung  in  Paris,  New  York’s  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art  and  other  notable  museums. 

He  died  at  80  last  fall,  but  not  before  inspiring  a  mob  of  friends  to 
follow  his  examples,  to  carry  on  some  of  what  he  began.  One  thing  he 
began  before  he  died  was  a  casual  on-the-water  school  to  teach 
people  —  kids  especially  —  about  the  ecology  of  Tomales  Bay. 
Clayton  was  worried  that  fish  populations  were  declining.  He  feared 
that,  like  Yosemite,  the  bay’s  popularity  would  also  be  its  ruin. 

On  Clayton’s  educational  voyages,  kids  and  a  few  adults  would 
board  his  diesel-powered  wooden  launch  and  head  off  to  a  distant 
beach.  Clayton  would  then  set  the  hook,  ferry  his  charges  ashore  in 
a  skiff  and  set  a  beach  seine. 

His  passengers  were  always  captivated  by  the  meager  'catch'. 
Normally  fussy  kids  squatted  in  the  shallows  and  sorted  the  critters 
face-to-face,  marveling,  feeling  textures,  releasing  everything  in  time 

—  and  becoming  profoundly  aware  of  the  life  in  that  bay. 

When  Clayton  died,  his  friends  and  old  sailing  and  fishing  crew 
decided  what  he’d  started  was  too  valuable  to  let  wither.  We  set  up 
the  Clayton  Lewis  Institute  so  more  kids  can  go  out  and  meet  the  fish 
pulled  up  in  Clayton’s  old  nets.  With  luck,  the  seeds  of  appreciation 
for  our  natural  world  will  be  planted  in  the  generations  that  inherit  the 
place. 

Since  good  deeds  beget  good  deeds,  West  Marine  —  unsolicited 

—  donated  $1,500  to  the  Clayton  Lewis  Institute,  for  which  the 
company  and  especially  Sally-Christine  Rodgers  deserve  emphatic 
thanks. 

"We  like  to  support  grass-roots  environmental  .efforts,"  said 
Rodgers,  pointing  out  that  West  Marine’s  clientele  spend  a  lot  of  time 
out  in  the  natural  environment  and  "we  need  to  be  respectful  of  it." 

"I  knew  Clayton  Lewis  and  I  knew  of  his  unique  contribution  to 
Tomales  Bay,"  she  continued.  "He  was  into  action,  into  getting  results 
instead  of  talking  about  it,  and  we  want  to  support  that." 

For  more  on  what  the  Clayton  Lewis  Institute  is  up  to,  write  P.0. 
Box  764,  Marshall,  CA  94940,  or  phone  (415)  252-8986. 

—  brookes  touines 


Half  of  one,  six  dozen  of  the  other... 

Seen  in  the  classified  section  of  the  Florida-based  Catamaran 
Sailor  magazine,  December  issue:  “Wanted,  NACRA  5.2  Starboard 
hull.  Any  condition.  Call....” 

I  took  my  troubles  down  to  Madame  Roux  (or  is  it  Ruth?) .  .  . 

If  you’re  a  boomer,  you  probably  remember  an  old  song  called 
Love  Potion  #9.  It  had  something  to  do  with  Madame  Roux. 

We  don’t  know  how  you’ve  done  in  the  ensuing  years,  but 
Madame  Roux,  Madame  Annette  Roux,  has  done  very  well  for 
herself.  She’s  been  the  CEO  of  Beneteau,  the  largest  boatbuilding 
company  in  the  world,  for  several  years  now.  And  with  the  recent 
acquisition  of  another  major  French  boatbuilder,  Jeanneau,  Madame 
Roux  is  now  an  even  bigger  force  in  world  boatbuilding.  May  the 
potion  be  with  her. 


22  West  Marine 

We  make  boating  more  fun!" 


£2  West  Marine 

Sea  Gel 

Deep  Cycle 

Batteries 

•  Highly  resistant  to  damage  from 
fast  charging,  deep  discharge, 
storage,  starting  loads 

•  Completely  sealed — can  even  be 
mooted  upside  down! 

Discount  applied  to  all  Sea  Gels,  including: 

Sale 

121 


Group  24 

Ah  Model  Reg. 


70  437467  $134.95 


Group  27 

Ah  Model  Reg. 

86  437475  $159.95 


Sale 

143“ 


Find  yourself  in 
the  middle  of 
nowhere  with  a 
Garmin  45! 

GPS  45 

Graphic  Navigator 

•  Full-featured,  waterproof 
and  totally  portable 

•  Unique  and  intuitive  one-hand  operation 

•  High-resolution  graphic  screen 

•  Stores  250  waypoints  &  20  routes 

•  NMEA  data  output  ee 

Model  261000 


ITT 

Night 
Mariner 
Waterproof 
Night  Vision 
Scopes 

•  Housed  in  waterproof, 
floating  cases 

•  One-year  warranty 

Night  Mariner  260  2395 

Binocular-style  Generation  III  scope 

Night  Mariner  160  1395 

Monocular-style  Generation  III  scope 

Night  Mariner  150  895 

Monocular-style  Generation  II  scope 


22West  Marine 

Convertible 

Deck  Brush 

Shorten  the  handle 

for  scrubbing  in 

tight  quarters! 

•  Two-piece,  48“ 

handle 

•  Medium-bristle  scrub 

brush 

•  Solid  hardwood  with 

lacquer  finish 

Model  197533  Reg.  $11.99 

Sale  6“  W 

Chech  out  West  Marine’s  Winter  Seminar  Series 


Coming  to  a  store  near  you! 


Sausalito  Date 

Time 

Name 

Title  of  Seminar 

2/13/96 

7-9pm 

Pam  Wall 

A  Family  Sails  Around  the  World 

2/27/96 

7-9pm 

Comm.  Tompkins 

Heavy  Weather  Boat  Handling 

Palo  Alto  2/15/96 

7-9pm 

Pam  Wall 

A  Family  Sails  Around  the  World 

2/29/96 

7-9pm 

Comm.  Tompkins 

Heavy  Weather  Boat  Handling 

Oakland  2/16/96 

7-9pm 

Pam  Wall 

A  Family  Sails  Around  the  World 

2/28/96 

7-9pm 

Comm.  Tompkins 

Heavy  Weather  Boat  Handling 

Stockton  2/6/96 

7-8pm 

Mike  Young 

Garmin  GPS 

2/28/96 

10i,”-6pm 

Cavin  &  Neil 

Splicing  3-strand 

Santa  Cruz  2/21/96 

7-9pm 

Comm.  Tompkins 

Heavy  Weather  Boat  Handling 

Advanced  ticket  purchase  suggested  due  to  limited  seating.  Tickets  are 
available  at  stores  listed.  Call  store Jbr  more  details 


Prices  good  Feb.  1-  25, 1996 


22  West  Marine 


Boom  Vangs 

Powerful  mainsail  controls! 

•  3:1  purchase  on  small,  4:1  on 
medium  and  large 

•  Ronstan  Series  50  or  60  blocks, 
snapshackles  and  cleats 

•  New  England  Ropes  Sta-Set  line 

Max.  Length  SWl  Line  dia  Model  Reg.  Sale 

8  ft.  8251b  5/16'  283251  $145.00  119" 

10  ft.  9351b  3/8  -  553875  $165.00  139" 

15  ft.  22001b  1/2  -  553883  $280.00  237" 


Ref  #863-1399 


TO  BE  SURE 


Freshwater  Pump 

•  Quiet,  self-priming,  tri¬ 
chamber  design 

•  Pumps  2.8  gallons  per 
mintute 

•  Can  run  dry  without  damage 

•  Built-in  check  valves 

Model  447276  Reg.  $82.95 

Sale  69“ 


/ 


*Portable  model  with  clip-on  battery  leads 


W  West  Marine 

Automatic  Three-Stage 
Battery  Chargers 

•  Full 
charging 
regimen 

•  Short- 
circuit, 
over-temp, 
and  reverse- 


polarity  protection 


Model 

5  amp 

568527 

119** 

10  amp* 

541698 

187** 

20  amp 

541680 

297** 

40  amp 

541672 

347** 

Plastimo 

Contest 
and 
Mini 
Contest 
Bulkhead 
Mount  Compasses 

•  Combination  card  can  be 
read  straight-on  or  from  above 

•  12V  night  lighting 

•  45<>-0°-45o  clinometer 


Style  Model 

Contest  305609 

Mini  Contest  305617 


139°° 

99“ 


75  stores  nationwide  to  serve  you,  including: 


SAUSALITO,  CA . (415)  332-0202 .....  295  Harbor  Drive 

0AKLANQ,  CA . (510)  532-5230 .....  2200  Livingston  St. 

SO.  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA....  (415)  873-4044.....  608  Dubuque  Ave. 

SACRAMENTO,  CA . (816)  366-3300 .....  9500  Micron  Ave. 

STOCKTON,  CA . (209)  464-2922.....  1810  Field  Ave. 

PALO  ALTO,  CA . (415)  494-6660 . 850  San  Antonio  Rd. 

8  ANT  A  CRUZ,  CA . (408)  476-1800 . 2450  17th  Avenue 

HONOLULU,  HI . (808)  845-9900 . Ill  Sand  Is.  Access  Rd. 

24  HOUR  TOLL-FREE  PHONE  ORDERING  1-800-538-0775 


We'd  love  to  hear  from  you! 
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maxwell’s  demon  be  gone 

We’ve  received  additional  information  on  the  November  21  loss  —  at 
Coff’s  Harbor,  Australia  —  of  the  San  Francisco-based  ketch  Maxwell’s 
Demon.  The  new  information  is  disheartening  because  it  reveals  that  the 
owner,  Craig  Osfeld  of  Northern  California,  had  not  only  built  the  46-ft 
Sampson  ferro  design  with  great  care,  but  had  maintained  her  with  pride.  And 
from  all  accounts  we’ve  heard,  Osfeld  is  a  fine  sailor  who  lost  his  boat  due  to 
a  combination  of  minor  problems,  exhaustion,  and  perhaps  some  bad  advice. 

Having  left  Fiji,  Osfeld  had  a  long  and  difficult  singlehanded  passage  to 
Australia,  report  Jim  and  Sue  Corenman  of  the  Alameda-based  Schumacher 
50  Heart  of  Gold  —  who  happened  to  be  in  CofFs  Harbor  when  Maxwell’s 
Demon  arrived.  A  few  days  before  reaching  Oz,  several  of  the  Demon’s  sails 
blew  out  in  heavy  weather.  The  diesel  also  quit,  a  victim  of  water  backing  up 
through  the  exhaust  in  heavy  seas.  Osfeld  was  able  to  get  the  engine  going 
once  again,  but  it  didn’t  stay  fixed. 

As  Osfeld  and  the  Demon  neared  the  Australian  coast,  the  weather  was 
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like 

If  Kathleen  Barger  had  been  sitting  in  her 
usual  place  in  the  cockpit,  she  would  not  be 
alive  today.  That  was  the  assessment  of  hus¬ 
band  Mike  after  a  rock  dropped  from  the 
Golden  Gate  Bridge  hit  their  Passport  51 
Lisa  Marie  last  month. 

The  couple  were  enjoying  a  leisurely 
Sunday  sail  on  January  7  when  the  incident 
occurred.  As  they  passed  under  the  east  side 
of  the  span  about  4:20  p.m.,  a  rock  Mark 
estimates  may  have  been  as  big  as  a  softball 
hit  the  boat.  "It  literally  exploded  against  the 
cockpit  seat  —  right  where  Kathleen  normal¬ 
ly  sits,"  he  said.  "There’s  no  question  it 
would  have  killed  her."  Luckily,  Kathleen 
was  sitting  in  the  forward  part  of  the  cockpit 


SIGHTINGS 


a  rock 


maxwell's  demon  —  cont'd 


while  the  autopilot  steered  the  boat.  Mark 
was  below. 

Elementary  physics  say  the  rock  was 
going  about  120  mph  when  it  fell  the  225 
feet  from  mid-span. 

"I  thought  at  first  a  propane  tank  had 
exploded,"  says  Barger.  "That’s  how  hard  it 
hit."  As  it  was,  both  Mark  and  Kathleen  were 
hit  by  fragments  of  the  disintegrating  rock. 
There  was  no  time  to  look  for  the  idiot  that 
had  dropped  it;  the  boat  was  already  under 
the  bridge  by  the  time  they  looked  up. 

Mark  called  the  Coast  Guard  immediately 
and  requested  that  they  coordinate  with  the 
Bridge  District  to  check  the  bridge  for  the 
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moderately  gnarly:  25  knots  from  the  south,  shifting  east  and  easing.  There 
was  intermittent  rain  and  the  seas  offshore  were  running  six  to  nine  feet.  CofFs 
Harbor  is  one  of  the  easier  approaches  on  a  coast  noted  for  nasty  bar 
entrances,  and  is  a  popular  port  of  entry  for  foreign  yachts. 

The  layout  of  CofF s  Harbor  is  a  smaller  version  of  Half  Moon  Bay,  with  an 
outer  breakwater  and  then  a  marina  behind  an  inner  breakwater.  Osfeld 
arrived  just  after  dark  and  the  customs  office  had  already  closed.  Boats  can 
only  be  cleared  in  after  hours  if  the  skipper  is  willing  to  incur  overtime 
expenses.  Otherwise  they  have  to  anchor  in  the  outer  harbor  and  wait  until 
morning.  Osfeld  decided  he’d  anchor  in  the  outer  harbor. 

Since  Osfeld  was  unable  to  get  his  engine  running  again,  there  was  some 
discussion  about  sending  the  big  police  launch  out  to  tow  him  in.  Osfeld, 
however,  decided  that  he  would  be  better  off  sailing  into  the  harbor  on  what 
would  be  a  reach.  So  it  was  left  on  a  ’call  if  you  want  help’  basis.  Alex  of 
Dreamtime,  a  friend  of  Osfeld’s,  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  hill  overlooking  the 
approach,  and  kept  in  radio  contact  as  the  Demon  entered  the  harbor.  Osfeld 
was  able  to  singlehand  into  the  harbor  without  incident,  and  dropped  the  hook 
just  south  of  the  old  pier. 

The  usual  anchorage  is  on  the  north  side  of  the  pier,  but  it’s  a  bit  tight  to 
maneuver  in  that  area  when  under  sail  only.  Everybody  figured  where  Osfeld 
had  dropped  the  hook,  on  the  south  side  of  the  pier,  was  good  enough  until 
morning.  There  was  about  a  two  foot  swell  in  the  outer  harbor,  but  nothing  too 
bad.  The  last  advice  Osfeld  was  given  over  the  VHF  was  that  the  bottom  on 
the  north  side  of  the  pier  had  fine  sand  and  a  history  of  poor  holding  —  so  he 
should  think  about  putting  out  a  second  anchor.  Osfeld  reported  that  he’d  put 
out  plenty  of  scope  and  would  row  out  a  second  anchor.  Probably  exhausted 
from  the  long  passage,  however,  he  fell  asleep  before  putting  out  the  second 
anchor. 

While  Osfeld  slept,  his  single  anchor  dragged,  and  at  about  2300  the 
Demon  started  bouncing  off  the  bottom.  Osfeld  called  for  help  over  the  VHF, 
and  the  police  launch  and  other  cruisers  responded.  But  by  the  time  they  got 
there,  the  Demon  was  on  the  beach  and  getting  pounded  by  the  surf.  It  was 
over  quickly,  as  the  hull  cracked  and  the  boat  filled  with  water  and  sand. 

It  would  appear  to  have  been  another  situation  in  which  a  lot  of  little  things 
started  getting  out  of  control.  Maxwell’s  Demon  was  a  big  boat,  but  Osfeld 
knew  what  he  was  doing  and  made  it  through  the  rough  weather  bruised  but 
intact.  Obviously  there  had  been  problems  with  the  sails  and  the  engine,  but 
the  biggest  problem  was  that  his  anchor  didn’t  hold  in  the  fine  sand  bottom. 
He  was  using  a  Bruce  66,  which  some  might  say  is  not  the  best  for  fine  sand. 
Our  experience  is  that  a  Bruce  nearly  always  sets  quickly  in  such  a  bottom,  but 
often  doesn’t  hold  as  well  as  other  designs. 

But  without  a  second  anchor  set  or  a  working  engine,  and  without  having 
gotten  rest,  Osfeld  quickly  ran  out  of  options.  As  soon  as  the  hull  cracked,  a 
salvage  was  out  of  the  question.  A  large  group  of  fellow  cruisers  and  locals 
turned  out  to  save  what  gear  they  could  from  the  boat,  and  then  a  backhoe 
and  dumptrucks  were  called  in  to  remove  what  was  left  of  the  boat. 

Stephen  Phillips,  who  owns  and  charters  the  44-ft  schooner  Wilhelm  Stark 
out  of  Capitola,  says  he’s  a  friend  and  admirer  of  Osfeld.  ’The  boat  had  been 
built  in  Alviso  many  years  ago  with  great  care  given  to  details,"  says  Phillips. 
"All  the  bronze  and  iron  fittings,  for  example,  had  the  inscription  'Built  by 
hippies  in  Alviso'.  And  Osfeld  once  opened  a  cabinet  to  show  me  60  different 
trays,  all  with  the  correct  size  fasteners.  It  was  a  first  class  boat  all  the  way. 

"Osfeld  was  the  most  cautious  skipper  I’ve  ever  known,"  continues  Phillips. 
"If  he  needs  work,  he  should  contact *me  at  1412  Capitola  Drive,  Suite  037, 
Capitola  95010,  because  I’d  hire  him  right  away." 


life  of  brian,  part  VI  — 
riding  the  transkei  express 

Since  the  middle  of  last  year,  we  have  been  following  the  progress  of  Brian 
Caldwell,  Jr.,  who  is  currently  halfway  into  his  attempt  to  become  the  youngest 
person  ever  to  circumnavigate.  He  departed  Hawaii  at  age  19  on  June  1.  He 
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is  currently  in  East  London,  South  Africa,  where  he  turned  20  on  December 
1 7.  His  Contessa  26  sloop  Mai  (Miti)  Vavau  has  averaged  slightly  more  than 
100  miles  a  day  for  the  12,000  miles  she  has  sailed.  If  Brian  can  keep  up  the 
pace  for  the  remaining  12,000  miles  or  so,  he  should  arrive  back  in  Hawaii  in 
April  or  May. 

Reclined  in  one  of  the  thrones  aboard  a  Translux  bus  to  Cape  Town,  I  can’t 
help  but  think  how  comfortable  the  ride  is  compared  with  my  Contessa.  As  the 
Mercedes  transport’s  air  conditioner  hums,  the  thought  resounds  through  my 
salt-encrusted  head,  "Is  this  heaven  or  what?" 

The  triumphant  feelings  of  surviving  the  Alguhas  Current  to  make  it  into 
Durban  in  late  November  were  short  lived.  Everyone  in  South  Africa  assured 
me  that  the  250  miles  down  the  Transkei  Coast  from  Durban  to  East  London 
would  probably  be  the  worst  part  of  the  whole  circumnavigation,  as  there  is 
nowhere  to  run  to  escape  a  'black  sou’wester.' 

So  I  watched  and  1  waited  for  the  perfect  window.  It  appeared  on  the  tail 
end  of  such  a  gale.  Mai  (Miti)  Vavau  left  Durban,  catching  the  northeasterly 
switch  less  than  one  hour  to  seaward  of  the  breakwater.  With  a  barometric 
pressure  of  1020  millibars  and  favorable  winds  forecast  for  at  least  the  next 
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thrower.  The  Co’asties  told  him  they’d  look 
into  the  unusual  request  and  offered  medical 
help  at  the  Horseshoe  Cove  station  if  they 
felt  they  needed  it.  Fortunately,  they  didn’t. 

After  they’d  returned  to  their  Sausalito 
slip,  Mark  also  called  the  Bridge  District  to 
report  what  had  happened.  He  was  informed 
that  it  was  the  first  report  they  had  ever 
received  from  anyone  hit  by  an  object 
thrown  from  the  Golden  Gate.  He  was  also 
told  that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  they  did  not 


big  oil, 

The  North  Atlantic  has  always  been 
known  as  a  nasty  piece  of  water  at  certain 
times  of  the  year.  Heck,  the  bottom  stripe  on 
the  Plimsoll  line  —  a  trim  indicator  painted 
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have  security  people  on  the  bridge  to  pre¬ 
vent  people  from  throwing  objects  —  or 
apparently  themselves  —  off  of  it. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  this  was  indeed  a 
freak  occurrence.  The  scenarios  are  too 
gruesome  to  even  consider  otherwise.  "What 
if  it  were  a  windsurfer  that  had  been  hit,  or 
something  larger  and  heavier  that  had  been 
thrown?"  postulates  Mark.  "A  heavy  lead 
object  would  have  gone  right  through  the 
boat." 


small  waves? 

near  the  waterline  of  commercial  ships  —  is 
marked  'WNA':  Winter,  North  Atlantic. 

Now  comes  word  that  some  scientists  be- 
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three  days,  it  appeared  my  wait  for  the  perfect  window  had  paid  off. 

The  first  125  nautical  miles  were  fine  except  for  a  bit  of  'turbulence'  at  the 
halfway  point.  The  scary  part  of  the  movie  started  a  little  beyond  halfway  with 
a  4-millibar  pressure  drop  in  15  minutes.  Jibing  the  boat  to  get  off  the  100- 
fathom  line  and  into  shallow  water,  I  looked  around  for  a  tell-tale  sign  of 
change.  Sure  enough,  a  barely  distinguishable  line  of  clouds  were  approaching 
like  the  express-train  from  hell. 

SLAM!  BAM!  With  a  deafening  roar,  the  wind  jumped  from  25  knots  to  80 
and  higher.  Fortunately,  I  had  furled  all  sail  before  a  wall  of  spume  engulfed 
the  boat.  What  had  appeared  to  be  a  frontal  system  was  in  fact  water  being 
ripped  from  the  ocean’s  surface.  I  had  not  seen  wind  like  this  since  cyclone 
season  in  the  South  Pacific  years  ago  with  my  parents.  I  don’t  know  how  I  got 
the  sea  anchor  out  so  fast,  but  in  less  that  10  minutes,  I  had  Mai  (Miti)’s  bow 
piercing  the  onslaught. 

The  initial  punch  was  by  far  the  worst,  and  after  an  hour,  the  zephyr 
subsided  to  between  50  and  60  knots.  The  next  morning,  the  wind  was  down 
to  35,  so  1  was  able  to  pull  the  drogue  in  and  start  making  progress  again.  I’m 
still  thanking  my  lucky  stars  the  onslaught  wasn’t  from  the  dreaded  southwest. 

Like  my  arrival  in  Durban,  I  beat  that  nasty  wind  switch  in  by  less  than  12 
hours.  After  seeing  a  weatherfax  in  port,  I  understood  why  I’d  encountered 
hurricane-force  winds.  Mai  (Miti)  had  been  caught  in  a  great  pincer  comprised 
of  a  high  to  the  east  and  a  coastal  low  to  the  west.  The  resulting  pressure 
gradient  accounted  for  the  blow.  The  best  Christmas  gift  I  received  was 
arriving  in  East  London  —  and  having  the  Transkei  Coast  behind  me. 

With  a  mug  of  Irish  coffee  in  hand,  aboard  Lowell  and  Bea  North’s  Tayana 
52  Wanago  that  evening,  life  couldn’t  have  been  better.  You  should  have  seen 
the  'little  red  rocket'  side-tied  to  that  monster  of  a  boat!  As  Bea  gave  me  the 
grand  tour,  1  couldn’t  help  asking  Lowell  if  diminutive  boats  really  did  scare 
him  —  as  he  said  in  d  recent  interview  with  Latitude  38.  He  laughed. 

Most  of  the  war  stories  told  that  happy  hour  concerned  the  yachts  and 
fishing  boats  that  were  lost,  dismasted,  rolled,  or  abandoned  off  the  Cape  last 
year.  Take  my  word  for  it,  a  weatherfax  is  the  key  to  picking  the  weather 
windows  perfectly.  Since  I  do  not  have  one,  ever  since  leaving  Mauritius,  I’ve 
stuck  to  the  ass-ends  of  boats  with  this  capability. 

The  weather  changes  so  fast  around  here  that  the  only  way  to  avoid  getting 
creamed  is  to  foresee  the  development  of  coastal  lows.  This  happens  on  the 
front  or  backside  of  a  high  when  there  is  no  pressure  gradient,  a  vacuum  if  you 
will.  So  unless  you  constantly  know  the  barometric  pressure  from  Cape  Town 
to  Durban,  looking  down  from  the  heavens  is  the  best  bet — assuming  you  can 
interpret  this  forecaster’s  nightmare.  If  it  were  not  for  the  coastal  lows 
springing  up  left  and  right,  the  Cape  would  be  a  piece  of  cake.  How  much 
better  we  have  it  than  mariners  of  the  past! 

So  why  am  1  writing  this  on  my  way  to  Cape  Town  on  a  bus?  I  had  to  meet 
with  a  few  potential  sponsors,  and  wound  up  spending  New  Year’s  in  one  of 
my  now  favorite  cities  on  the  planet.  The  meetings  went  well,  which  means  I 
may  have  a  new  set  of  Doyle  Sails  waiting  in  Cape  Town  —  which  will  be 
almost  as  welcome  a  sight  as  my  new  Latitude ! 

—  brian  caldwell,  jr. 


a  well  respected  man 

The  well-lived  life  of  an  honest  man  and  a  consummate  sailor  ended 
December  13.  John  Linderman  of  Alameda,  86  when  he  died,  was  also  one 
of  the  Bay  Area’s  fussiest  wooden  boatbuilders,  a  rigger  and  a  raconteur. 

Some  know  Linderman  as  Babe  Lamerdin’s  alter  ego  when  the  two  men 
built  Babe’s  schooner  Elizabeth  Muir.  That’s  the  48-ft  wooden  gold-plater  built 
in  Bolinas,  launched  four  years  ago  and  now  on  the  front  row  of  St.  Francis 
Yacht  Club. 

Linderman  was  also  largely  responsible  for  the  re-rigging  of  the  81 -ft 
Sausalito-based  schooner  Wander  Bird  when  it  was  restored  24  years  ago,  a 
job  he  would  not  be  satisfied  with  until  it  was  "only  perfect"  —  the  sole 
standard  he  would  allow. 
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well-respected  man  —  cont’d 

His  earlier  life  was  just  as  noteworthy.  He  skippered  Sterling  Hayden’s  old 
schooner  Wanderer  back  from  the  South  Pacific,  and  he  sailed  Ticonderoga 
back  after  she  won  the  ’63  TransPac.  He  was  a  journeyman  at  W.F.  Stone  & 

Son  when  it  was  orle  of  the  most  revered 
boatyards  on  the  coast.  For  awhile,  he 
owned  Alameda  Boatworks.  But  most  of  all, 
he  built  boats,  more  than  50  of  them  over  his 
lifetime,  including  three  beautiful  Yankee- 
class  sloops. 

Linderman  was  16  when  he  first  went  to 
sea  as  crew  on  one  of  the  last  steam  schoon¬ 
ers  to  ply  the  West  Coast,  one  of  several 
owned  by  his  father.  That  was  after  he’d 
built  his  first  boat,  Star  boat  #363.  He  paid 
for  the  materials  by  selling  an  old  center- 
board  sloop  that  he  bought  and  restored  — 
at  age  12. 

There  were,  of  course,  interruptions  to  the 
boatbuilding,  such  as  World  War  II.  By  then, 
§  Linderman  had  his  300-ton  sail  or  steam 
z  captain’s  license,  and  an  unlimited  third 
o  mate’s  ticket.  Soon  after  the  war  broke  out, 

fy 

n  he  found  himself  in  command  of  Juniata,  a 
gorgeous,  long-ended  steel  schooner-yacht 
the  Navy  had  impressed  for  the  war  effort 
and  painted  dull  grey.  The  boat’s  assignment 
—  shared  with  the  schooner  Zaca  —  was  to 
stay  on  station  a  couple  of  hundred  miles 
outside  the  Golden  Gate,  report  the  weather  and  send  direction-finding  signals 
to  U.S.  warplanes. 

"We’d  stay  on  station  for  about  25  days,  then  Zaca  would  come  out  and 
relieve  us,"  he  said,  recounting  the  story  a  few  years  ago.  "I  think  because  we 
were  sailing  vessels,  the  Navy  kind  of  left  us  alone.  We  had  a  couple  of  .50- 
caliber  machine  guns  on  board.  We  might  just  as  well  had  a  bucket  of  rocks  to 
throw  at  the  enemy."  But  he  wasn’t  complaining.  "While  other  guys  were  in  the 
real  war  getting  shot  at,  we  spent  most  of  it  sailing  around." 

One  of  the  most  meaningful  boats  in  Linderman’s  life  was  built  in  1954,  the 
year  his  wife  died.  As  part  therapy,  part  trying  to  keep  his  family  together, 
John  built  Yankee  #40  with  the  help  of  his  two  young  sons,  Jim  and  John,  Jr. 
(Jim  is  now  a  sailor/boatwright  in  Sausalito;  John,  Jr.  a  merchant  seaman.)  He 

named  the  boat  Tarfun,  a  slang  Navy  acronym  for  "things  are  really  f _ ed  up 

now." 

Linderman  lost  his  health  slowly  over  the  last  couple  of  years,  but  kept 
sailing  almost  to  the  end.  Attending  his  memorial  was  a  who’s  who  from  the 
old  Bay  Area  waterfronts,  for  John  Linderman  was  a  highly  respected  fellow. 

—  brookes  townes 

lost  and  found 

There  was  something  about  the  Hans  Christian  33  at  a  Sausalito  dock, 
something  that  Peter  Powell  couldn’t  put  his  finger  on  at  first.  And  then  it  hit 
him:  it  was  a  stolen  boat. 

As  a  broker  for  ABC  Yachts  in  Sausalito,  he’d  received  a  fax  less  than  a 
week  earlier  noting  the  theft  of  an  HC  33  from  Southern  California.  "At  the 
time  I  thought,  Well,  they’re  in  Mexico  for  sure,'"  he  says.  But  as  soon  as  he 
saw  this  boat,  the  bells  rang.  He  rushed  back  to  the  office  to  retrieve  the  fax 
and  sure  enough,  all  the  telltale  little  signs  were  there,  such  as  the  3/4-inch 
hole  drilled  in  the  tip  of  the  bowsprit.  Even  the  shadow  of  the  boat’s  real 
name,  Allure,  was  visible  through  a  quickie  scrape-off  and  paint  job.  The  new 
hailing  port  was  Seattle.  The  'owner'  said  it  had  been  a  rough  trip  down. 

'Third-Eye'  Powell  went  back  to  his  office  and  called  the  number  on  the  fax. 
It  belonged  to  Todd  and  Associates,  a  marine  survey  investigation  firm  in  San 
Diego.  Then,  on  their  instructions,  he  called  the  police.  They  arrived  in  force, 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 


In  his  early  '80s,  John  Linderman  took  on 
his  last  boatbuilding  project,  Babe  Lam¬ 
er  din's  lovely  schooner  ’Elizabeth  Muir". 


waves 


lieve  the  waves  in  the  North  Atlantic  are 
becoming  even  bigger.  According  to  a  report 
in  the  Boston  Globe,  researchers  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic  have  done  studies 
indicating  the  phenomenon.  One  study  indi¬ 
cated  evidence  of  a  25%  increase  in  average 
wave  height  —  about  10  feet  —  in  the  last 


25  years. 

To  say  this  thesis  is  controversial  is  to  say 
King  Kong  likes  big  bananas.  For  one  thing, 
it’s  about  as  easy  to  prove  as  global  warming 
— which  coincidentally  happens  to  be  where 
several  fingers  point  as  the  cause  of  in- 
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creased  wave  height.  But  the  theory  that 
really  sets  some  people  off  comes  from  a 
researcher  at  Edinburgh  University  in  Scot¬ 
land.  Stephen  Salter  thinks  that  strict  new 
environmental  regulations  may  be  the  cul¬ 
prit.  Not  so  long  ago,  oil  tankers  were 
allowed  to  flush  their  tanks  with  salt  water. 
He  believes  the  oil  pumped  into  the  seas 
during  that  process  had  a  cumulative  and 
continued  calming  effect  on  the  waters  of  the 
North  Atlantic.  Now  that  the  tankers  are 
'cleaner',  the  waves  are  only  naturally  going 
to  be  bigger. 


lost  &  found  —  cont’d 

apparently  scaring  off  the  bogus  owner.  But  the  real  owner  was  happy  to  hear 
his  boat  had  been  found,  exactly  nine  days  after  it  was  taken  from  its  slip. 

It  doesn  t  always  go  this  well  with  stolen  boats.  In  fact,  it  virtually  never 
goes  this  well. 

'  Everyone  knows  how  it  used  to  be,"  says  Todd  Schwede,  founder  of  Todd 
and  Associates.  "In  the  past,  the  owner  of  a  stolen  boat  would  call  the  police, 
then  he  d  call  the  guy  who  sold  him  the  insurance.  The  insurance  agent  would 
call  the  broker,  who  would  call  the  underwriter.  They’d  contact  a  private 
investigator,  who  would  arrange  to  get  a  recorded  statement  from  the  owner. 
That  would  be  prepared,  sent  to  a  printer,  printed,  folded,  labeled  and  finally 
mailed.  You’re  talking  a  minimum  of  two  to  three  weeks  just  to  get  that  far," 
says  Schwede.  "By  that  time  the  boat  could  be  anywhere." 
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In  the  glory  days  of  the  Sausalito  waterfront,  Linderman  (right)  poses  with  fellow  iron  ■ 
men  (1  to  r)  Alex  Davidson,  Sterling  Hayden,  Kit  Africa  and  Harold  Sommer.  The  H| 
smiles  are  genuine  —  they've  just  finished  stepping  'Wander  Bird's  massive  foremast  |||j 
during  Harold's  meticulous  restoration  in  the  late  '70s. 
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lost  &  found  —  cont’d 

Schwede,  who  built  and  repaired  boats  at  the  Eichenlaub  yard  in  San 
Diego  before  becoming  a  marine  surveyor  12  years  ago,  knew  there  was  a 
better  way.  And  that  better  way  was  computers.  He  founded  Todd  and 
Associates  in  1992  to  hopefully  fill  a  niche  —  or  is  it  more  like  a  chasm?  — 
between  law  enforcement  and  insurance  companies.  "Police  don’t  have  the 
manpower  to  look' for  stolen  boats,"  he  notes.  "When  they  get  a  report,  it  goes 
into  the  national  crime  information  computer  and  that’s  usually  the  last  you 
hear  of  it."  On  the  other  hand,  insurance  companies  and  sometimes  banks 
have  an  obligation  to  try  to  recover  stolen  yachts  —  or  to  investigate  those 
damaged  or  sunk.  That’s  where  Schwede’s  company  comes  in.  "If  it  sinks, 
goes  aground,  gets  stolen  or  catches  fire,  we  want  it!"  he  laughs. 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 
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Sailmakers  all  over  the  Bay  were  busy 
repairing  severely  damaged  furling  jibs  after 
the  big  blow  of  Tuesday,  December  12.  You 
remember  the  one  —  103  knots  at  Pt.  Blunt! 

I  would  like  to  share  some  of  the  things  that 
we  at  Pineapple  Sails  learned  and  relearned 
from  that  storm. 

First  and  foremost,  roller  furling  is  not 
happy  in  even  50  knots  of  breeze.  Anything 
that  slips  or  goes  even  a  little  wrong  can 
cause  the  sail  to  start  unfurling,  and  then  you 
have  big  problems.  The  sail  will  flog  violent 
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ly,  and  if  the  problem  is  not  attended  to 
promptly,  it  will  literally  beat  itself  to  pieces 
in  a  sound  known  as  the  'sailmaker’s  sym¬ 
phony'. 

Besides  ruining  an  expensive  investment, 
this  can  also  put  quite  a  strain  on  the  rig.  I 
talked  with  Peter  Minkwitz,  a  marine  survey¬ 
or,  who  related  stories  about  masts  that  had 
shaken  so  hard  that  the  bulbs  had  unscrewed 
themselves  from  the  spreader  light  fittings. 
Think  of  what  the  swages  and  shroud 
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The  key  to  recovering  any  stolen  property  is  to  act  quickly.  That’s  where 
maritime  theft  cases  traditionally  fall  short.  When  Schwede  and  his  team  get 
a  job,  they  immediately  contact  the  owner  with  a  set  of  prepared  questions.  In 
addition  to  the  general  information  about  the  boat,  this  naturally  includes 
distinctive  marks  or  characteristics  that  would  set  it  apart  from  others  of  the 
same  type.  A  photo  of  the  boat  and  reward  amount  (offered  by  the  insurance 
company)  completes  the  package.  Everything  is  typed  or  scanned  into  a 
computer  generated  'wanted  poster',  tailored  to  a  certain  regional  database 
and  electronically  zapped  to  several  hundred  or  several  thousand  locations  — 
all  within  hours,  rather  than  weeks.  To  saturate  the  target  area,  the  company 
uses  a  database  of  some  7,000  phone  numbers  nationwide,  which  includes 
everything  from  yacht  clubs  and  brokerages  to  highway  patrol  offices,  fuel 
docks,  US  Customs  and  even  trucking  companies. 

There’s  no  denying  the  formula  works.  Last  year,  of  30  stolen  boat  cases 
they  handled,  Todd  and  Associates  either  found  or  had  the  claims  withdrawn 
on  15.  If  a  50%  success  rate  doesn’t  sound  like  a  lot,  consider  that  the 
recovery  rate  of  most  law  enforcement  agencies  is  about  2%  to  3%. 

(Claims  are  withdrawn  by  owners  for  a  variety  of  reasons.  For  example,  the 
guy  who  realizes  his  inflatable  wasn’t  stolen;  high  winds  just  blew  it  into  a 
ditch.  Claims  are  also  sometimes  withdrawn  by  owners  when  the  investigations 
strike  too  close  to  home.  "A  high  percentage  of  boat  thefts  are  'owner 
involved',"  says  Schwede.) 

Though  his  company  has  only  been  in  existence  for  3Vfe  years,  Schwede 
already  has  tales  to  tell.  There  was  the  high-performance  ski  boat  they  tracked 
all  the  way  across  country  from  Southern  California  to  Georgia.  "We  were 
always  just  missing  it,"  says  Todd.  "Truckers  or  highway  patrol  officers  would 
call  and  say,  'I  saw  that  boat  go  by  just  yesterday'."  Or  the  recovery  of  a  Mason 
44  that  had  been  stolen  in  Dana  Point.  "We  got  to  the  office  one  morning  and 
this  electronics  guy  in  Newport  had  left  five  messages  before  7  a.m.,1'  says 
Schwede.  "Turns  out  he  was  a  friend  of  the  owner  of  the  boat  and  he’d 
noticed  it  anchored  in  Newport  as  he  drove  to  work.  He  got  to  work,  saw  the 
fax  we’d  sent  and  called. 

"When  the  police  went  out  to  recover  the  boat,  they  busted  two  German 
guys  who  had  stolen  it.  They’d  provisioned  and  fueled  the  boat  and  were 
going  to  take  off  that  morning.  As  a  bonus,  a  dinghy  was  also  recovered  that 
had  been  reported  stolen  by  one  of  our  clients.  All  this  happened  within  12 
hours  of  when  the  faxes  went  out." 

It’s  worth  mentioning  the  number  of  sailboats  stolen  every  year  is  small 
compared  to  the  number  of  dinghies  and  powerboats.  In  terms  of  sheer 
quantity,  inflatable  dinghies  and  'personal  watercraft'  (jet  skis)  are  the  most 
common  targets  of  thieves,  followed  by  Speedboats  in  the  18  to  20-ft  range. 
Still,  it’s  nice  to  know  that  if  a  sailboat  is  stolen,  these  days  it  has  a  much  better 
chance  of  being  recovered  than  ever  before. 

And  if  there’s  a  niche  for  'wanted'  posters  for  boats,  can  boating  'bounty 
hunters'  be  far  behind?  Rewards  for  stolen  boats  currently  being  handled  by 
Todd  and  Associates  run  from  several  hundred  to  several  thousand  dollars. 
For  the  mysterious  theft  and  scuttling  of  a  58-ft  Chris  Craft  in  Mexico  last  year, 
the  insurance  company  is  offering  a  $10,000  reward  for  more  information. 

To  find  out  more,  you  can  use  your  own  computer.  Todd  and  Associates’ 
current  'wanted'  list  can  be  found  at  http://www.boatman.com/maritime/ 
on  the  world  wide  web. 


samantha  brewster  restarts  from  brazil 

Are  there  any  prizes  yet  to  claim  in  the  crowded  world  of  ocean  racing?  28- 
year-old  Englishwoman  Samantha  Brewster  thinks  so.  She  was  one  of  the  fee¬ 
paying  crews  that  took  part  in  Chay  Blythe’s  1992-93  British  Steel  Challenge, 
an  east-west,  10-yacht  race  open  to  people  from  all  walks  of  life.  The  race 
certainly  opened  up  a  new  world  to  her  —  on  October  31,  1995,  she  set  off 
from  England  aboard  Heath  Insured,  the  67-ft  steel  Challenge  on  which  she’d 
crewed.  But  this  time  she  was  alone.  Her  goal:  to  become  the  first  woman  to 
sail  singlehanded  and  nonstop  around  the  world  the  'wrong'  way,  east  to  west. 

A  secondary  goal  was  to  beat  Mike  Golding,  who  set  a  solo  wrong-way 
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record  of  167  days  "a  couple  of  years  ago.  Golding  also  sailed  a  Challenge 
yacht,  Group  4  Securitas,  which  he  had  skippered  on  the  race  with  a  crew  of 

For  the  first  five  days,  Brewster  struggled 
with  seasickness,  but  kept  pushing  the  boat 
south.  On  November  11,  Heath  Insured  re¬ 
corded  a  236-mile  daily  run.  Crossing  the 
equator  on  November  21,  'Sam'  was  already 
a  day  ahead  of  Golding’s  track. 

Golding  had  suffered  numerous  break¬ 
downs  and  hand-steered  for  much  of  his  trip. 
To  avoid  similar  problems,  Heath  Insured 
was  fitted  with  a  pair  of  overkill  Brookes  and 
Gatehouse  autopilots  and  a  Monitor  wind- 
vane,  built  in  Sausalito. 

But  even  the  best  laid  plans  go  astray.  Off 
the  Brazilian  coast,  this  meticulously-pre¬ 
pared  yacht  showed  a  near-fatal  weakness. 
Sam  found  that  the  sail  slides  were  jamming 
up  on  the  mast  track  screws,  which  were 
backing  out  of  their  holes!  Unable  to  reef  the 
main  in  a  rising  wind,  she  had  to  hoist  herself 
up  the  mast  and  force  each  slide  past  each 
screw. 

She  decided  to  take  the  main  all  the  way  down.  Two  days  later,  Brewster 
was  below  recovering  from  her  bruises  and  planning  to  go  back  ?*loft  the  next 
day  to  Loctite  the  screws.  It  was  night,  and  Heath  Insured  was  making  10 
knots  under  spinnaker  and  headsail  —  when  a  loud  bang  reverberated 
through  the  boat.  Hurrying  topside  in  the  darkness,  she  found  the  boat 
stopped  and  the  spinnaker  wrapped  around  the  keel  and  rudder.  The  halyard 
winch,  previously  positioned  at  the  base  of  the  mast,  was  now  banging  around 
at  the  masthead,  90  feet  off  the  deck. 

When  she  bent  to  examine  the  winch  base,  there  was  a  splash  a  few  feet 
away.  The  winch  had  fallen  back  down,  narrowly  missing  the  skipper  and 
deck. 

Brewer  cut  the  spinnaker  away  and  proceeded  under  headsail  alone  until 
morning.  Climbing  the  mast  to  retrieve  the  halyard,  she  noted  that  the 
spreader  backing  plates  were  coming  loose.  Either  the  winch  had  somehow 
smashed  into  both  spreaders  or  the  entire  rig  was  on  the  verge  of  self- 
destructing  on  its  second  circumnavigation. 

Samantha’s  record  attempt  was  abandoned  with  5,000  miles  covered  at  an 
average  of  6.6  knots.  Brewster  set  a  course  for  Santos,  Brazil.  Prbject  director 
Adrian  Donovan  came  out  in  a  chartered  powerboat  to  guide  Heath  to  a  berth 
at  the  Santos  YC.  Charlie  Hutton,  the  rigger  on  Blythe’s  fleet,  was  next  to 
arrive.  He  examined  the  rig  and  a  day  later  the  necessary  spare  parts  were 
being  hand-carried  to  Brazil. 

Brewster  was  not  able  to  restart  until  after  the  new  year.  Under  the 
supervision  of  a  timekeeper  of  the  World  Sailing  Speed  Records  Council,  the 
voyage  began  again  on  January  3.  The  revised  goal  is  to  complete  a  'short- 
course'  circumnavigation  —  which  technically  does  not  count  for  the  record 
books.  She  would,  however,  still  qualify  for  the  title  of  'first  woman  to  pass  the 
five  capes  westabout.' 

—  peter  marsh 


13  to  a  157-day  mark. 


Samantha  Brewster  up  the  mast — before 
it  self-destructed. 


don’t  give  up  the  ship 

When  Oakland’s  Jeff  Getty  underwent  the  first  baboon  bone  marrow 
transplant  on  December  14,  1995,  he  likened  the  37-minute  procedure  "to 
sailing  on  a  lee  shore  in  six  feet  of  water.  One  screwup  and  1  would  have  been 
on  the  beach. 

"My  doctors  told  me  1  could  quit  anytime,  which  would  have  been  like 
tacking  away  to  deeper  water,"  said  the  38-year-old  AIDS  activist.  "It  also 
meant  the  experiment  would  have  been  over.  It  was  scary,  but  I  didn’t  tack." 
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terminals  must  have  gone  through! 

If  your  boat  is  going  to  sit  idle  for  long 
periods  over  the  winter  —  the  Bay  Area’s 
nicest  sailing  season  in  between  the  storms 
—  the  best  thing  to  do  is  remove  the  jib  from 
the  roller  furler  and  stow  it  below  until  the 
next  time  you  sail.  Then  you’ll  never  have  to 
lose  sleep  on  those  dark  and  stormy  nights 
wondering  if  it’s  blown  to  smithereens. 

The  common  thread  (no  pun  intended)  in 
the  roller  jibs  that  do  fail  is  that  the  sails  have 
unfurled.  Either  the  sail  is  unwrapping  itsejf 
from  the  headstay  (a  jibsheet  problem),  the 
furler  drum  is  allowed  to  rotate  (a  problem 
with  the  furling  line),  or  the  sail  'creeps  out' 
because  it  was  furled  too  loosely. 

Let’s  start  by  looking  at  why  the  jib  is 
supposed  to  stay  furled  in  the  first  place. 
Pulling  on  the  furling  line  causes  both  the 
furling  drum  and  the  extrusion  holding  the 
headsail  to  rotate,  rolling  the  sail  around  the 
headstay  like  an  old-style  windowshade. 
Working  against  you  is  the  tension  in  the  jib 
sheets,  which  want  to  rotate  everything  in 
the  opposite  direction.  For  the  jib  to  stay 
furled,  you  have  to  maintain  a  balance  be¬ 


rate  proper  care  of  your  roller  headsail  and  it 
will  never  look  like  this. 


tween  the  furling  line  and  the  jib  sheets.  If 
either  one  becomes  slack,  the  jib  is  prone  to 
unfurl. 
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Alameda  rigger  Jack  Scullion  points  out 
that  this  balance  is  upset  if  the  jib  sheets  are 
removed  from  the  jib  cars,  coiled  up  and 
hung  on  the  bow  pulpit.  When  the  sheets  are 
stored  forward,  they  are  just  pulling  down. 
Even  if  there  are  several  wraps  of  the 
sheet(s)  around  the  sail,  with  all  the  banging 
and  shaking  of  the  rig  in  a  big  blow,  these 
turns  will  start  to  loosen  up  and  slide  down, 
allowing  the  clew  to  start  unwinding. 

Another  way  to  court  disaster  is  to 
remove  the  sheets  altogether  and  use  a  sail 
tie  or  shock  cord  to  hold  the  jib  closed.  There 
must  bb  tension  on  the  jib  sheets  to  hold  the 
sail  tightiy  against  the  forestay. 

The  furling  line  can  also  be  the  culprit. 
After  furling  the  jib,  be  sure  the  furling  line  is 
cleated  off  in  a  formal  fashion  —  on  a  real 
cleat  —  or  tied  off  in  a  way  it  can’t  slip  out. 
Better  yet,  put  a  few  turns  around  a  winch, 
then  go  to  a  cleat.  The  winch  provides  a 
large,  round  surface  for  the  furling  line  to 
dissipate  the  constant  strain  and  shocks 
without  chafing  through.  On  one  sail  we  saw, 
the  furling  line  had  parted.  The  sail  unfurled 
almost  instantly  and  self-destructed  in  short 
order.  If  your  furling  line  is  old  or  chafed, 
consider  replacing  it. 

Several  jibs  showed  signs  of  'creep  out', 
indicating  that  the  sail  was  not  furled  tightly 
the  last  time  it  had  been  put  away.  In  this 
situation,  the  wind  gets  under  the  leech  and 
starts  tugging  on  the  outside  layer.  This  has 
the  effect  of  cinching  up  the  inside  layers 
while  exposing  more  and  more  sailcloth  to 
the  wind  on  the  outside,  which  allows  more 
wind  to  get  underneath,  which  pulls  harder. 
Pretty  soon,  parts  of  the  leech  will  be  flog¬ 
ging  in  the  wind. 

-  If  you  know  it’s  going  to  be  windy,  the 
safest  move  is  to  get  the  jib  down  and  stow  it 
below.  You  don’t  have  to  fold  it  if  you  don’t 
have  time,  you’re  by  yourself  or  it’s  already 
too  windy.  It  may  sound  like  an  extreme 
measure,  but  it’s  better  than  going  down  to 
your  boat  after  the  next  big  blow  and  finding 
a  few  tattered  ribbons  where  your  jib  used  to 
be.  At  the  very  least,  check  that  the  furling 
line  is  properly  cleated  and  retension  the  jib 
sheets. 

Another  safeguard  is  to  wrap  a  spinnaker 
halyard  repeatedly  around  a  tightly  furled 
jib.  Winding  it  in  the  opposite  direction  of 
the  furl  will  help  keep  the  sail  closed. 

Incidentally,  I  have  heard  many  stories  of 
liveaboards  re-tying  boats,  refurling  jibs  and 
helping  out  all  over  the  place  at  all  hours  of 
the  day  and  night.  If  it’s  happened  to  j/ou,  be 
sure  to  do  something  nice  in  return. 

In  roller  furling,  as  with  most  things 
nautical,  your  mother  was  right:  take  good 
care  of  it  and  it  will  take  good  care  of  you. 

—  kame  richards 
Pineapple  Sails 


Using  sailing  analogies  for  his  life  is  nothing  new  for  Getty,  who  saved 
money  from  his  boyhood  paper  route  to  buy  his  first  boat,  a  9-foot  sloop,  at 
age  9  in  New  London,  Connecticut.  He’s  owned  three  boats  since,  including 


Jeff  Getty. 


his  current  Pearson  303,  Mariah,  which  he  and  two  partners  berth  in  Emery¬ 
ville  Marina.  A  few  years  ago,  we  wrote  about  his  sailing  activities,  which 
include  taking  late-stage  AIDS  patients  out  for  peaceful  sails  during  the  winter 
months.  To  date,  he’s  provided  that  experience  to  more  than  300  people. 

Getty  himself  could  now  be  considered  a  late-stage  AIDS  patient,  although 
he  might  dispute  the  notion.  A  bout  with  pneumonia  nearly  did  him  in  last  fall, 
but  he  recovered  and  qualified  for  the  historic  baboon  marrow  transplant.  The 
procedure,  which  took  place  at  San  Francisco  General  Hospital,  received 
worldwide  attention.  If  the  operation  succeeds,  Getty’s  body  will  use  the  AIDS- 
resistant  baboon  cells  to  shore  up  his  own  immune  system.  If  it  doesn’t,  he’ll 
continue  to  search  for  a  cure  for  the  disease,  offering  himself  as  an  experimen¬ 
tal  platform  or,  as  he  puts  it,  "a  frontline  soldier  in  the  war  against  AIDS." 

Aboard  Mariah  on  a  recent  Saturday  afternoon,  Getty  looked  a  bit  weak 
but  nevertheless  had  the  energy  to  fix  the  galley  table  in  his  cabin.  His  mood 
was  upbeat  and  he  continues  to  follow  his  guiding  motto  of  "Don’t  Give  Up 
The  Ship!" — the  line  immortalized  by  American  ship  captain  James  Lawrence 
before  dying  at  the  hands  of  the  British  in  the  War  of  1812.  "AIDS  is  like  the 
British  were  back  then,"  said  Getty.  "It  doesn’t  take  any  prisoners." 

Getty  received  a  flag  with  the  motto  on  it  from  a  boss  who  died  of  AIDS 
back  in  1986,  the  same  year  Getty  learned  that  he  was  HIV-positive.  He  had 
the  flag  with  him  in  the  hospital  in  December  and  usually  flies  it  in  Mariah' s 
rigging  whenever  he  goes  sailing,  which  is  once  or  twice  a  week.  His  most 
frequent  destinations  are  Hospital  Cove  and  China  Cove.  He’s  particularly 
fond  of  swimming  ashore,  a  pleasure  he  allows  himself  whenever  the  water 
temperature  rises  above  68  degrees. 

Most  of  JefFs  sailing  adventures  take  place  on  the  Bay,  although  he  has 
done  some  coastal  sailing,  as  well.  Two  years  ago,  he  helped  a  friend  deliver 
a  Santa  Cruz  50  from  Southern  California  to  the  Bay.  After  the  delivery,  he 
was  asked  to  come  along  as  crew  on  the  upcoming  TransPac. 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 
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don't  give  up  the  ship  —  cont’d 


so  much  for  the  old 


"I  told  my  friend  1  was  HIV-positive,"  said  Jeff.  "He  asked  what  would 
happen  if  I  died  on  the  race.  I  told  him  he  could  just  throw  me  overboard.  'No 
problem',  he  said.  But  when  he  discussed  it  with  the  other  members  of  the 
crew,  they  decided  they  didn’t  want  to  deal  with  it.  I  totally  understood." 

Death  is  not  an  unfamiliar  issue  in  Getty’s  life,  from  the  prospect  of  his  own 
to  the  many  friends  he  has  lost  to  AIDS.  He’s  attained  a  sense  of  spiritual 
peace  within  himself  that  gives  him  the  strength  to  keep  fighting  for  a  cure  for 
the  AIDS  epidemic.  As  perhaps  the  best-known  AIDS  patient  in  the  world  at 
the  present  time,  he  also  realizes  he  has  a  unique  opportunity  to  deliver  the 
disturbing  news  that  we’ll  lose  40,000  people  to  the  disease  this  year  and  that 
more  aggressive  approaches  to  treatment  need  to  be  pursued. 

Sailing  provides  much  of  the  energy  for  Jeffs  personal  fight.  Leaving  the 
hospital  after  the  baboon  marrow  transplant,  he  said  that  the  first  thing  he 
wanted  to  do  was  get  out  on  the  water.  The  next  day,  he  did  just  that.  "As  the 
wind  filled  the  sails  and  put  the  lee  rail  under,  I  sat  there  with  a  hot  chocolate 
in  my  hands  and  everything  was  just  fine,"  he  said. 

—  shimon  van  collie 

crew  list  II  —  return  of  the  zing 

Imagine  how  different  things  would  be  if  everybody  got  a  second  chance 
to  right  some  oversight  in  their  lives.  James  Dean  might  have  slowed  his 
Porsche  down  to  take  that  fatal  curve.  Captain  Smith  might  have  slowed  down 
the  Titanic.  The  Japanese  might  have  decided  years  earlier  that  the  way  to 
bring  the  sleeping  giant  to  his  knees  was  not  to  bomb  Pearl  Harbor  —  but  to 
bombard  us  with  superior  cars  and  stereos.  OJ  might  have  confessed.  Lincoln 
might  have  ducked. 

Personally,  we’d  probably  try  rekindling  our  brief  but  memorable 
relationship  with  Mary  Sue  Granger,  who  ended  the  last  one  by  ripping  our 
heart  out  and  stomping  it  into  the  ground. 


I/WE  WANT  TO  CO-CHARTER 


Before,  during,  and  after  this  year’s  Baja 
Ha-Ha  cruisers’  rally  to  Cabo  San  Lucas,  we 
cautioned  folks  against  heading  up  to  La  Paz 
so  late  in  the  year.  Our  fear  was  they  might 
get  clobbered  by  a  nasty  Norther  —  or  at 
least  be  very  cold. 

Such  is  the  breadth  and  depth  of  our 
influence  in  the  cruising  community  that  just 
about  nobody  paid  any  attention  to  our 
advice.  Shortly  after  the  Ha-Ha,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  at  least  10  boats  from  the  event  — 
including  Daydreamer  II,  Doodah,  Piece  of 
Cake,  Phantasea,  Northern  Dancer, 
Blarney3,  Syrena  and  Aurora  —  sailed  north 
from  Cabo.  They  stopped  at  Los  Frailes  and 
Muertos  before  reaching  La  Paz. 

"We  had  a  fantastic  time,"  says  Chris 
Maher  of  Blarney3.  The  air  temperature  was 
80°  and  the  water  was  82°  —  even  when  we 
went  further  north  to  Isla  Partida.  We  did  get 
a  norther,  but  the  15  knots  was  just  perfect 
to  cool  things  off." 

And  it’s  not  just  this  little  group  that  has 
gone  north  from  Cabo  late  in  the  year  and 
done  well.  Jane  Pitts  and  Frank  Hubach, 
partners  in  the  San  Francisco-based  Valiant 
40  Shore  Loser,  arrived  a  little  after  the  Ha- 
Ha  vets,  but  also  enjoyed  themselves  in  La 
Paz  —  and  as  far  north  as  Puerto  Escondido. 


NAME(S): - - - - - 

AGE(S): _ SEX: _ PHONE  ( _ ) _ 

CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE:  _ 

WHERE  AND  WHEN: 

l/we  want  to  co-charter  for _ weeks  in  the  (spring, 

summer,  fall,  winter)_ _ of  1 996. 


I/WE  PREFER  TO  CO-CHARTER: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

1)  _ Bareboats  (we  sail) 

2)  _ Crewed  (professional  skipper  and/or  crew) 

3)  _ With  other  couples  s 

4)  _ With  other  singles 

5)  _ With  my/our  well-behaved  kids, 

age(s) _ _ 

6)  _ A  smaller  (30  to  40  feet)  boat  with  one  or  two  other  people 

7)  _ A  medium  (40  to  50  feet)  boat  with  four  to  six  other  people 

8)  _ A  large  (60  feet  or  more)  boat,  the  more  co-charterers 

the  merrier 


SAILING  EXPERIENCE 

(Check  one  from  each  column) 


Little  or  none 
Moderate.  I  sail 
jgularly  and  have 
hartered  before 
Lots.  I've  sailed 
nd/or  chartered 
lany  types  of  boats 


a)  _ I'd  like  co-charterer  to  skipper 

and  give  me  direction 

b)  _ Prefer  co-charterer  of  at  least 

equal  proficiency 

c)  _ Would  be  willing  to  co-charter 


with  less  experienced  party 
id  am  a  competent  skipper 


. . . . ‘i 


D 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 


All  of  which  is  a  roundabout  way  of  saying  you  don’t  get  many  second 
chances  in  life.  So  don’t  blow  this  one.  It’s  your  last  shot  at  taking  part  in  our 
biggest  Crew  List  of  the  year:  the  annual  Latitude  38  Racing,  Cruising, 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 
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l/WE  WANT  TO  CHARTER  IN: 

San  Francisco  Bay  6) _ Pacific  Northwest 

7) _ Caribbean 

Mediterranean 


Monterey/Santa  Cruz 
Southern  California 
Mexico 
Hawaii 


9)  Other 


Mail  completed  form  and  $1  to  Co-Charterer  Crew  List, 
Box  76  78,  Sausalito,  CA  94966  by  MARCH  15, 1996. 


"It  was  gorgeous,  although  the  water  was  a 
little  chilly,"  admits  Pitts.  In  this  month’s 
Cruise  Notes,  you’ll  find  yet  another  testimo¬ 
ny  for  winter  sailing  in  the  Sea  of  Cortez  — 


SIGHTINGS 


latitude  credibility 


crew  list  II  —  cont’d 


from  someone  who  did  it  last  winter. 

We’re  glad  these  folks  have  had  good 
weather  to  prove  us  wrong,  at  least  these 
times.  The  truth  is,  we  know  that  the  weather 
can  be  great  in  La  Paz  in  November  and 
even  December.  It  was  while  sitting  on  the 
beach  at  Isla  Partida  in  early  December,  for 
example,  that  the  Wanderer  came  up  with 
the  idea  for  Sea  of  Cortez  Race  Week.  Even 
so,  we  still  caution  folks  dreaming  about  the 
Sea  of  Cortez  in  the  winter  that  it  can  be 
truly  awful,  with  chilly  50-knot  Northers  that 
create  dangerously  short  and  steep  seas. 

Speaking  of  cruising  up  to  La  Paz,  most  of 
you  will  remember  that  there  was  a  lot  of 
controversy  about  real  or  imagined  'port 
fees'  being  assessed  by  the  Port  Captain  in 
La  Paz.  A  number  of  cruisers  down  there 
expressed  outrage  at  the  fees.  Others  said 
the  Port  Captain  was  just  being  reasonable 
and  trying  to  take  La  Paz  Bay  back  from 
foreign  squatters  on  boats. 

The  news  from  folks  who’ve  passed 
through  La  Paz  in  the  last  two  months  has 
been  nothing  but  good.  "The  Port  Captain  in 
La  Paz  charged  the  folks  in  our  group 
between  four  and  six  pesos  to  check  in," 
reports  one  yachtie  from  the  Ha-Ha  group. 
"That’s  less  than  a  dollar  —  and  under  what 
we  were  charged  in  Cabo.  Nobody  was 
assessed  'port  fees'.  Checking  in  at  Cabo  was 
simple  enough  and  the  officials  were  nice  — 
but  it  was  even  easier  and  nicer  at  La  Paz. 

"My  impression  of  the  situation  in  La 
Paz,"  continues  this  Baja  Ha-Ha  vet/ "is  that 
the  officials  want  to  get  rid  of  the  derelict 
boats  owned  by  'cruisers'  who  haven’t  gone 
anywhere  in  years.  The  groups  of  derelict 
boats  in  La  Paz  Bay  looks  as  bad  as  the  ones 
in  Richardson  Bay  and  San  Diego  Bay  ever 
did.  And  if  you  listen  to  the  La  Paz  Net,  you 
hear  some  of  the  most  whining,  Nazi  poops 
you’d  ever  want  to  hear." 

That  opinion  about  the  'permanently 
anchored'  in  La  Paz  was  echoed  by  several 
other  cruisers.  'The  people  who  haven’t 
moved  from  La  Paz  Bay  in  years  get  on  the 
radio  and  say  all  kinds  of  crazy  stuff.  It  only 
makes  things  worse  that  many  of  them  drink 
heavily,  and  then  exaggerate  wildly." 

As  for  active  cruisers,  the  welcome  to  La 
Paz  seems  as  genuine  as  it’s  ever  been.  "We 
got  a  place  for  our  nearly  40-ft  boat  in  a 
marina  for  just  $100/month,"  says  Maher  of 
Blarney3.  "There  aren’t  any  more  like  that 
left,  but  what  more  could  you  ask  for?  As  for 
the  rest  of  the  folks  in  our  group,  they  loved 
La  Paz!  Many  of  them  decided  to  stay  much 
longer  than  they’d  planned.  As  for  our  fami¬ 
ly,  we’re  keeping  the  boat  down  there  until 
at  least  Sea  of  Cortez  Sailing  Week  —  which 
starts  on  April  22.  Right  now  we’re  trying  to 
figure  out  why  it  is  we  came  home  to  the  rain 
and  cold  of  Northern  California." 


Daysailing,  Co-Chartering  and  Boat-Swapping  Crew  List. 

Anyway,  we  don’t  really  have  space  for  the  usual  pep  talk.  Hopefully,  you 
were  enthused  enough  by  last  month’s  gusto-oozing  prose  to  make  decisions 


l/WE  WANT  TO  CREW 
ON  A  CRUISING  BOAT 


NAME(S):_ 
ACE(S) _ 


.SEX: _ PHONE:  ( 


CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE: 


D 


2) 


3) 


4). 


V 

2) 

3) 

4) _ 

5) _ 

6) 


SAILING  EXPERIENCE: 

—  None,  but  I'll  do  anything  within  reason  for  the  chance.  I 
understand  that  from  time  to  time  I'll  probably  get  cold, 
seasick,  mad  at  the  owner  and  wish  like  hell  I  was  anywhere 
but  on  the  boat.  I'm  still  game 

—  Some.  At  least  a)  5,  b)  1 0,  c)  20  sails  on  the  Bay  or  equivalent 
while  being  active  and  suffering  the  normal  cuts,  bruises  and 
hollering 

—  Moderate.  Several  years  active  crewing  on  the  Bay  or 
equivalep£,  or  at  least  one  long  coastal  or 
trans-ocean  trip 

_ Lots.  Several  long  ocean  passages 

f  l/WE  WANT  TO  CRUISE: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

_  SF  Bay  and/or  Delta  7) _ Caribbean 

—  Monterey  Bay  8) _ Mediterranean 

—  Southern  California  9) _ Anywhere  warm 

_  Mexico  this  fall/winter  /  10)  Other  destination(s): 

_  Hawaii  and/or  South  Pacific 

_  Pacific  Northwest  or  Alaska 


■ 

ufm 

i 


D 

2) 

3) _ 

4) _ 

5) 


6)_ 

7) 


l/WE  CAN  OFFER: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

_ At  least  a  month  of  shared  expenses 

—  Mechanical  skills:  engine,  electronics,  refrigeration 

—  Elbow  grease  for  bottom  work,  varnishing  and  other  upkeep 
_ Cooking  and  cleaning  skills 

—  Language  skills  —  I'm  reasonably  conversant  in  a)  Spanish; 

b)  Other(s): _ _ 

—  Ornamental  skills  —  I  look  good  in  a  bikini/speedo/birthday 
Personality  skills 


■ 


MU 


I  don't  get  pissed  whep  awoken  at  3 


8) 


in  the  morning  and  can  maintain  a  sense  of  humor 
in  most  situations 
_ Other  skill(s): 


Mail  completed  form  and  $5  to:  Cruising  Crew  List,  Box  76 78, 
Sausalito,  CA  94966  by  MARCH  15,  1996. 


one  way  or  the  other.  Will  you  take  part  in  the  Crew  List,  most  likely  to 
enhance  your  sailing  skills,  meet  new  people  and  expand  your  life  horizons 
immeasurably  —  or  remain  a  groveling  prole  chained  to  a  dead-end  existence 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 
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crew  list  11  cont’d 

for  eternity?  HmmmR),  let’s  see,  what  would  we  do?  Wow,  that’s  a  toughie.... 

The  point  is,  the  chance  is  here.  Opportunity  has  stopped  at  the  end  of  the 
driveway,  done  an  about-face  and  is  pounding  on  your  door  again.  Blow  it 
now  and,  well,  we  don’t  want  to  hear  no  sniveling  excuses. 

Your  sailing  future  is  before  you.  The  time  is  now.  All  you  have  to  do  is 
take  pen  in  hand,  fill  out  the  appropriate  form  on  the  next  couple  of  pages  and 
send  it  in.  But  don’t  delay.  We’ll  need  the  racing  forms  by  February  15  for 
publication  in  the  March  issue.  Everyone  else  has  until  March  15,  and  those 
names  will  run  in  our  April  issue.  Also  in  April,  two  of  the  biggest  Crew  List 
parties  ever.  The  first  will  occur  at  Richmond  YC  on  April  2nd,  the  second  at 
Corinthian  YC  on  the  4th.  Both  parties  run  from  6  to  9 
p.m.  and  feature  munchies,  no-host  bar  and  lots  of 
opportunities  to  meet  other  like-minded  sailors,  hook  up 
with  boats  or  crew  or  finally  meet  crew  or  skippers 
you’ve  only  talked  to  on  the  phone.  Anyone  who’s  on 
the  Crew  List  gets  in  free,  everyone  else  has  to  pay  $5. 

We’ll  have  more  on  the  Crew  List  parties  in  our  next 
issue. 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 
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I  AM/WE  ARE  LOOKING  FOR  CREW 
TO  RACE  ON  MY/OUR  BOAT 


NAME(S):. 
ACE(S): _ 


SEX: 


PHONE:  ( 


CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE: 


BOAT  TYPE/SIZE 


1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 
7) 


San  Francisco  Bay 
Monterey/Santa  Cruz 
Ocean  Series 
1996  Pacific  Cup 
Coastal  Race(s) 
Mexico  Race(s) 

Baja  Ha-Ha  Cruiser's 


l/WE  PLAN  TO  RACE 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 


a) _ 

b) _ 

c) l 

d) 


e) 

f) 


Handicap 
One  Design 
YRA  Season 
Specialty  Events  and/ 
or  occasional  YRA 
Beer  Cans 

Anything  &  everything 


Rally  (Nov.) 
8)Other _ 


1) 


2) 

3) 


1) 

2) 

3) 


l/WE  WANT  CREW: 

Who  will  consistently  put  out  100%  for  the  chance  to  get 
experience,  and  won't  complain  when  wet,  bruised  or 
scared  silly 

With  at  least  one  full  season  of  racing  experience 
~  With  more  than  three  years  experience 

l/WE  RACE: 

Casually.  Winning  is  nice,  but  let's  keep  it  fun. 

Pretty  seriously.  Why  else  make  the  effort? 

~  Very  seriously.  I/we  don't  like  to  lose. 

Mail  completed  form  to  and  $1  to:  Racing  Crew  List,  Box 
1678,  Sausalito,  CA  949 66  by  FEBRUARY  15, 1996. 


are  herring 


It  seems  like  the  herring  fleet  is  every¬ 
where  you  look  these  days  —  on  the  water, 
in  the  yards,  at  the  dock.  That’s  because  her¬ 
ring  season  started  in  December  and,  with  a 
brief  respite  over  Christmas  and  New  Years, 
runs  until  March  15.  Some  550  permits  were 
issued  this  year  on  the  highly  regulated 
fishery.  (And  sometimes  highly  profitable;  on 


l 

NAME(S): 

l/WE  WANT  TO  CREW 

ON  A  RACING  BOAT 

^  \ 

Ar.FKV 

SEX:  PHONE:  ( 

) 

CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE: _ _ _ _ _ 

1) 

2) 

3) 


l/WE  WANT  TO  RACE: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

_  San  Francisco  Bay  4) _ 1 996  Pacific  Cup 

Monterey/Santa  Cruz  5) _ Coastal  Race(s) 

~  Ocean  Races  6) _ to  Mexico  (November) 


1) 

2) 

3) 


l/WE  PREFER: 

Boats  under  30  feet  4)_. _ Dinghies 

Boats  over  30  feet  5) _ Multihulls 

Specific  class  or  design _ 


MY/OUR  EXPERIENCE  IS: 

(Check  at  least  one  from  each  column) 


1)_ 

2) 

3) 

4) 


None  a)_ 
A  Little  b) 
Moderate 
Mucho  c) 


d) _ 

e) _ 

f) _ 

g) . 


Less  than  one  full  season 
Little  or  no  racing,  but  lots  of 
cruising  and/or  daysailing 
I  have  out-of-area  racing  ex¬ 
perience,  but  am  unfamiliar 
with  local  conditions 
One  or  two  full  local  seasons 
One  or  two  long-distance 
ocean  races 

Years  of  Bay  and  ocean  racing 
Other  pertinent  experience: 


_ 


D_ 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 
7) 


l/WE  WILL: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

Help  with  the  bottom,  do  maintenance  —  anythingl 

Play  boat  administrator,  go-fer 

Go  to  the  masthead  to  retrieve  the  halyard  at  sea 


_  Navigate,  I've  got  lots  of  experience 
_  Do  foredeck,  I've  got  lots  of  experience 
Do  grinding,  I've  got  muscle 
_  Do  lunches/provisioning 


Mail  completed  form  and  $5sto:  Racing  Crew  List,  Box 
1678,  Sausalito,  CA  94966  by  FEBRUARY  15, 1996. 
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really  red? 
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a  good  day  a  boat  can  make  over  $30,000.) 
Most  were  for  gill  netters  and  purse  seiners. 
But  10  of  the  licenses  were  issued  to  so- 
called  'roe  on  kelp'  boats.  In  this  somewhat 
bizarre  business,  the  boat  pulls  up  kelp  and 
the  highly-desireable  roe  (fish  eggs)  are 
scraped  off  by  hand. 

Aside  from  being  a  major  seasonal  indus¬ 
try  hereabouts,  the  herring  fishery  is  said  to 
be  a  unique  example  of  cooperation  between 
the  Coast  Guard  and  the  Department  of  Fish 
and  Game,  as  well  as  an  excellent  training 
experience  for  both  agencies. 


A  few  final  tips:  honesty  is  very  important.  It’s  much  better  to  err  on  the 
side  of  modesty  than  to  inflate  your  skill  levels  artificially.  In  other  words,  don’t 
lie.  You  novice  sailors  should  also  know  that  you’re  not  at  any  serious 
disadvantage  over  any  old  salts.  Many  skippers  prefer  at  least  one  or  two 
beginning-level  people  aboard.  Secondly,  don’t  forget  to  send  us  money. 
We’re  cheap,  but  we  ain’t  free.  The  small  advertising  fee  is  listed  at  the  bottom 
of  each  Crew  List  form.  Thirdly,  women  might  want  to  use  first  names  only, 
and  a  non-direct  contact  (e-mail,  phone  machine,  P.O.  box,  etc.).  It’s  still  a 
chicken  vs.  egg  deal  whether  the  urge  to  go  sailing  excites  the  male  libido  or 
vice  versa — but  if  you’re  a  woman,  you  will  get  calls.  Finally,  seriously,  those 
deadlines  are  very  important.  We  simply  cannot  take  forms  that  are  late. 

’Nuff  said.  Now  it’s  up  to  you.  We  should  have  been  so  lucky  with  Mary 
Sue. 


M ' 

plement  only .  We  neither  make  nor  imply  any  guarantee,  warranty  or  rec¬ 
ommendation  as  to  the  character  of  the  individuals  participating  in  the 
Crew  list,  the  condition  of  their  boats,  or  any  weather  or  sea  conditions 

which  may  be  encountered.  You  must  judge  those  things  for  yourself. 

, 
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I  AM/WE  ARE  LOOKING 
FOR  CRUISING  CREW 

NAME(S): _ 

AGE(S) _ SEX: _ PHONE:( _ )  '■  _ 


CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE: 


WHERE  AND  WHEN: 

MY/OUR  BOAT  IS  A: _ 

l/WE  PLAN  TO  SAIL  TO: _ 

ON  OR  ABOUT  (DATE): _ 

MY/OUR  IDEAL  CREW  WILL: 

(Check  and/or  circle  as  many  as  apply) 

1)  _ Be  willing  to  share  basic  expenses  such  as  food  and  fuel 

2)  _ Be  willing  to  bust  butt  preparing  the  boat 

3)  _ Have  more  desire  than  experience 

4)  _ Have  lots  of  ocean  experience 

5)  _ Know  more  about  offshore  navigation  than  just 

pushing  buttons  on  the  CPS 

6)  _ Have  mechanical  skills  for  the  engine,  refrigeration,  etc. 

7)  _ Have  language  skills:  a)  Spanish,  b)  Other: _ 

8)  _ Other  skills  (woodworking,  scuba,  etc.) _ 

9)  _ Be  unattached  and  unopposed  to  the  possibility  of  a 

friendship  blossoming 

10)  _ Look  good  in  a  bikini/speedo/birthday  suit 

11)  _ Understand  and  appreciate  Nietsche 

Mail  completed  form  and  $1  to:  Cruising  Crew  List,  Box  1678, 
Sausalito,  CA  94966  by  MARCH  15, 1996. 


WANT  TO  JOIN  OTHERS 
FOR  CASUAL  DAYS  AILS 


NAME(S): _ 

AGE(S): _ SEX: _ _ PHONE:  ( _ ) _ 

CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE: _ 

I  AM/ WE  ARE: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

1 )  _ Single  4) _ Would  like  to  bring  kids 

2)  _ Couple  5) _ Going  sailing  to  escape  the  kids 

3)  A  group  of _ (state  number)  friends  interested  in  sailing 


Mail  completed  forms  and  $1  to:  Daysailing  Crew  List, 
Box  1678,  Sausalito,  CA  94966  by  MARCH  15, 1996. 


Have  sailboat, 

WILLING  TO  TAKE  OTHERS 
OUT  FOR  CASUAL  DAYSAILING 


NAME(S): _ 

AGE(S) _ SEX: _ PHONE:( _ ) _ 

CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE: _ 

I  AM/ WE  ARE: 

1 )  _ Single  to  take  singles  out 

2)  _ Couple  to  take  couples  out 

3)  _ Singles,  couples  or  small  groups  okay,  but  leave 

any  kids  home 

4)  _ Kids  okay  as  long  as  you  can  control  them 


Mail  completed  forms  and  $1  to:  Daysailing  Crew  List, 
Box  1678,  Sausalito,  CA  94966  by  MARCH  15, 1996. 
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are  you  as  smart  as  a  licensed  captain? 


azzura  310 


During  the  recent  debate  about  how  good  a  job  the  Coast  Guard  does  of 
testing  people  who  apply  for  licenses  that  would  permit  them  to  carry  paying 
passengers,  there’s  been  discussion  of  the  written  test.  So  just  for  fun,  we’re 
reprinting  some  of  the  questions  that  have  been  asked  in  previous  tests  and 
will  probably  be  asked  again. 

In  addition  to  the  questions,  we’re  also  printing  one  of  the  four  possible 
multiple  choice  answers  —  so  you  can  take  a  Latitude  'test  of  the  test'.  While 
the  Coast  Guard  will  give  you  a  license  if  you  get  just  70%  of  your  answers 
correct  —  and  90%  in  rules  of  the  road  —  we  demand  perfection.  If  you  make 
as  much  as  a  single  error  in  deciding  whether  the  given  answer  is  correct  or 
not,  we  drum  you  out. 

Oh  yeah,  the  smartass  comments  in  italics.  Ignore  them,  we  just  couldn’t 
help  ourselves.  So,  pencils  ready?  Keep  your  eyes  on  your  own  paper.  You 
have  two  hours  to  finish.  Go! 

Q:  There  are  how  many  degrees  in  a  compass?  A:  Four  hundred.  Which 
might  be  why  I  keep  going  around  in  circles. 

Q:  If  no  other  ships  are  on  the  horizon,  a  lookout  may  ...  A:  Go  below  for 
a  meal.  Or  to  view  a  couple  of  porno  hops. 

Q:  Sheets  should  be  eased  when  ...  A:  They  are  wet.  In  which  case  you 
might  want  to  wash  them,  too.  \ 

Q:  A  shroud  is  an  example  of ...  A:  A  light  sail.  With  a  dead  crewmember 
wrapped  inside. 

Q:  A  'stay'  is  an  example  of  a  ...  A:  Jib.  And  an  order  given  to  a  dog. 

Q:  Which  line  would  be  used  to  hoist  a  sail?  A:  The  mainsheet.  Unless  it’s 
being  used  for  something  else. 

Q:  Changing  direction  by  bringing  the  stem  of  vessel  through  the  eye  of  the 
wind  is  known  as  ...  A:  Reefing.  At  least  it  is  when  you  drive  your  boat  on  the 
coral  in  the  process. 

Q:  Sails  are  goosewinged  when  ...  A:  Tacking.  Or  pinched. 

Q:  The  worst  danger  when  running  before  the  seas  is  ...  A:  Racing. 
Especially  if  you’re  in  last  place. 

Q:  When  can  a  lookout  leave  his  duty  station?  A:  15  minutes  before  the 
end  of  his  watch.  And  if  he’s  in  a  union,  whenever  he  damn  well  feels  like  it. 

Q:  After  grounding,  the  most  important  step  to  prevent  being  driven  further 
ashore  is  to  ...  A:  Call  the  Coast  Guard.  After  all,  they’re  the  ones  who 
licensed  you. 

Q:  If  a  thru-hull  connection  breaks  below  the  waterline  and  threatens  to 
sink  your  vessel ...  A:  Anchor  and  wait  for  help.  Because  you’re  not  getting 
paid  to  do  manual  labor. 

Q:  If  for  any  reason  it  is  necessary  to  abandon  ship  while  far  at  sea,  it’s 
important  that  crew  members  should  ...  A:  Immediately  head  for  the  nearest 
land.  Unless  the  nearest  land  is  the  bottom. 

Q:  When  making  ship  to  shore  calls  on  VHF,  you  should  use  the  ...  A: 
Emergency  broadcast  service.  Especially  if  don ’t  want  the  pizza  delivered  cold. 

Q:  Fire  hose  should  be  washed  with  ...  A:  Holystone.  So  it  won’t  go  to 
hell. 

Q:  What  is  a  Bower  Anchor?  A:  A  patented  anchor  manufactured  by  the 
Bower  Steel  Foundry  and  Farm  Implement  Corporation.  Sterno  makes 
anchors  for  the  other  end. 

Q:  When  anchoring  a  vessel,  it  is  best  to  release  the  anchor  when  ...  A: 
Going  full  ahead.  Because  if  you  wait  for  the  boat  to  stop,  it  will  take  just  that 
much  longer  to  hit  the  bars. 

Q:  If  you  are  forced  to  abandon  ship  in  a  lifeboat,  you  should  ...  A:  Vote 
on  what  to  do  so  all  hands  will  have  a  part  in  the  decision.  Because  life  and 
death  aren’t  as  important  as  hearing  a  diversity  of  opinions. 

If  you’re  a  licensed  captain  and  missed  any  of  the  above  questions,  you 
ought  to  be  given  a  big  spanking.  Or  at  least  not  be  allowed  to  run  boats  with 
paying  passengers  on  busy  weekends. 

While  we’ve  just  had  a  little  fun  with  these  Coast  Guard  test  questions, 
we’re  actually  not  knocking  the  written  tests.  The  truth  is,  the  above  answers 
are  some  of  the  most  obviously  absurd  ones  we  could  find.  The  other 
possibilities  normally  weren’t  so  apparent.  And  there  were  many  answers  — 
particularly  'all  of  the  above'  type  answers  —  which  would  have  required  even 


So  you’re  sailing  out  on  the  Bay  in  the 
next  few  months  when  all  of  a  sudden  this 
new  boat  goes  planing  by  like  you’re  tied  to 
a  stump.  You’re  sure  the  design  is  some  new 
twist  on  the  sportboat  theme,  but  it’s  too  big 
for  a  J/80.  Maybe  a  Melges  30.  Or  what 
about  an  Azzura  310? 

Azzura  310?  That’s  right.  The  31-foot 
ultralight  is  the  latest  addition  to  the  Bay 
Area  boating  scene.  And  if  all  goes  according 
to  plan,  it  could  herald  a  new  direction  for 
the  genre:  a  sportboat  for  the  masses. 

"It’s  a  performance  boat  that  average 
sailors  can  enjoy  without  having  a  crew  of 
rockstars  on  board,"  says  Sven  Svendseri, 
who  with  partner  Arne  Jonsson  is  gearing  up 
for  production  of  the  boat  in  Jonsson’s  shop 
in  the  Alameda  Marina.  The  prototype  of  the 
3,500-pound  H&kan  Sodergren  design  is 
scheduled  to  be  in  the  water  by  early  March. 


continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 
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are  you  smart?  —  cont’d 


From  a  distance,  the  Azzura  looks  like 
any  other  sportboat  in  the  size  range:  retrac¬ 
table  bulb  keel,  extendable  bowsprit,  roller- 
furling  jib  and  asymmetrical  kite.  Upon 
closer  inspection,  the  'user  friendliness'  of  the 
Azzura  become  apparent.  A  high  freeboard, 
large  cockpit  and  real  interior  should  make 
this  boat  equally  adept  as  a  coastal  racer, 
around  the  buoys  hot  rod  —  or  Delta  cruiser. 
It  has  an  inboard  engine,  a  small  galley,  a 
head,  and  four  bunks.  Aloft,  the  fractional 
three-spreader  rig  is  slightly  smaller  than 
comparable  sportboats,  and  uses  no  runners 
or  permanent  backstay.  The  base  price  of 
$68,0(50  doesn’t  include  sails  or  instruments. 

At  this  writing,  Jonsson  and  his  three  to 
four-man  crew  were  in  the  final  stages  of 
completing  hull  #1,  which  we  caught  in  the 
paintshop  getting  the  final  coat  on  her  deck. 

continued  middle  of  next  sightings  page 


the  most  seasoned  sailor  to  do  plenty  of  book  study  to  answer  correctly. 
Further,  just  reading  the  questions  and  the  correct  answers  wouldn’t  be  the 
worst  thing  for  even  non  license  candidates  to  spend  a  few  hours  doing. 

While  the  written  test  seems  to  be  about  as  difficult  as  it  should  be,  it 
doesn’t  mean  the  material  can’t  —  and  usually  isn’t  —  learned  by  memorizing 
the  answers  from  previous  tests  rather  than  genuinely  understanding  a 
concept.  Nor  does  it  mean  that  licensed  captains  shouldn’t  be  retested  from 
time  to  time  —  like  every  25  years.  But  it  does  mean  that  you  can’t  pass  the 
written  test  without  some  effort. 

Of  course,  all  the  'book  knowledge'  in  the  world  isn’t  a  substitute  for  hands 
on  on-the-water  experience  and  responsibility  —  something  the  Coast  Guard 
doesn’t  effectively  require.  If  you’re  a  boatowner,  you’re  allowed  to  document 
your  own  'sea  time'.  Given  the  value  truth  telling  has  in  this  country,  we  can 
all  be  confident  that  nobody  has  fudged  on  that. 

While  the  Coast  Guard  will  accept  self-documentation  in  order  for  someone 
to  get  a  license  to  carry  paying  passengers,  other  outfits  are  much  more 
demanding  before  they’ll  certify  somebody  to  take  even  a  little  crummy  boat 
out.  If  a  person  wants  to  qualify  to  take  out  the  banged  up  old  Ensign  22  at  the 
Berkeley  Sailing  Club,  for  example,  he  or  she  might  well  be  given  severed 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 
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written  exams,  on-therwater  tests  of  skills,  and  this  final  exam  of  competency: 

The  candidate  must  take  out  an  instructor  in  a  Lido  14.  Once  away  from 
shore,  the  instructor  secretly  removes  the  plug  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat, 
undoes  the  line  that  holds  the  centerboard  down,  turns  the  boat  upside  down, 
then  swims  off  with  the  bailer. 

In  order  for  the '’candidate  to  pass  the  test,  he/she  would  have  to  swim 
around  to  the  centerboard  slot,  find  that  the  board  has  gone  up  into  the  boat, 
swim  back  around  to  the  centerboard  controls  and  secure  it  down.  Next  he/she 
would  have  to  stand  on  the  centerboard  to  right  the  vessel,  figure  out  some 
way  to  bail  the  boat,  discover  that  bailing  isn’t  working  because  there’s  a  hole 
in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  plug  the  hole,  bail  the  boat,  and  then  sail  the  boat 
back  to  the  dock.  The  test  can’t  be  given  unless  there  are  significant  whitecaps, 
and  must  be  conducted  in  an  area  open  to  the  long  fetch  of  Bay  chop. 

If  you  were  going  to  have  someone  deliver  your  boat  from  one  side  of  the 
Bay  to  the  other,  which  of  the  two  candidates  would  you  choose?  1)  The 
person  with  a  Coast  Guard  'Six  Pak'  license,  who  says  he  has  on-the-v)ater 
sailing  experience,  or  2)  The  person  who  has  been  certified  by  the  Cal  Sailing 
Club  to  take  out  their  Ensign  22,  and  has  thus  demonstrated  an  understanding 
of  the  fundamentals  of  boathandling  and  an  ability  to  put  that  understanding 
into  action  in 'a  crisis  situation.  s 

short  sightings 

LAKE  SUPERIOR  —  "She  might  have  split  up  or  she  might  have 
capsized,  she  may  have  broke  deep  and  took  water."  So  sang  Canadian  folk 
artist  Gordon  Lightfoot  of  the  November,  1975,  loss  of  the  ore  carrier  Edmund 
Fitzgerald  on  Lake  Superior.  In  five  dives  on  the  wreck  over  the  last  20  years, 
the  cause  is  still  a  mystery.  Nearby  ships  weathered  the  90-mile-an-hour  winds 
and  30-foot  waves,  but  the  729-ft  Fitzgerald  simply  disappeared  from  sight 
only  1 7  miles  from  shelter  at  Whitefish  Bay,  Wisconsin.  All  29  of  her  crew  went 
to  the  bottom  with  her. 

The  last  dive  on  the  wreck,  which  lies  at  530  feet  in  Canadian  waters, 
occurred  last  summer.  It  was  undertaken  at  the  request  of  still-grieving 
relatives.  Chronicled  in  the  latest  National  Geographic,  it  was  not  so  much  an 
official  research  dive  as  one  of  personal  remembrance.  Wreaths  were  thrown, 
words  said;  and  one  diver  even  placed  a  can  of  beer  in  the  upright  pilothouse, 
a  gesture  for  the  family  of  watchkeeper  Ransom  Cundy.  The  Big  Fitz’s  bell  was 
also  removed  for  a  memorial  being  built  at  Whitefish  Bay.  It  was  replaced  with 
a  new  bell  inscribed  with  the  names  of  all  29  crew. 

RICHARDSON  BAY  During  an  early  December  replacement  of  the 
light  which  marks  Cone  Rock,  the  twin-hulled  Corps  of  Engineers  boat  Coyote 
got  hung  up.  Ironically,  the  light  they  were  replacing  is  there  to  warn  boaters 
of  the  very  hidden  rocks  they  found  themselves  hard  aground  upon.  The  crew 
of  three  Coast  Guardsmen  and  five  regular  crew  got  off  Coyote,  which  was 
boomed  off  in  case  the  hulls  or  fuel  tanks  ruptured.  Luckily,  she  was  not  holed. 
At  the  next  high  tide,  about  1 1  p.m.  that  night,  she  was  refloated  and  returned 
to  her  berth  at  the  Corps  of  Engineers  docks  in  Sausalito.  Replacement  of  the 
permanent  light  was  completed  the  following  day  from  another  vessel. 

ALASKA  —  For  perhaps  the  first  time  in  Alaska’s  history,  the  most 
dangerous  occupation  in  the  state  may  be  driving  a  cab  in  Anchorage.  Why? 
A  combination  of  new  safety  requirements  and  crew  training  has  dramatically 
decreased  the  number  of  fatalities  among  fishermen. 

In  1991, 38  Alaskan  fishing  boats  were  lost,  resulting  in  the  deaths  of  21  of 
the  86  people  involved.  In  1994,  23  boats  were  lost,  but  only  one  person 
perished  as  a  result.  (Note  that  these  statistics  relate  only  to  persons  involved 
in  boat  sinkings.  With  other  deaths  caused  by  gear  accidents,  carbon  monox¬ 
ide  poisoning  and  falling  overboard,  fishing  in  Alaska  or  anywhere  else  still 
ranks  as  one  of  the  world’s  most  dangerous  professions.) 

What’s  responsible  for  the  turnaround?  A  law  passed  in  1991  which 
requires  fishing  boats  to  carry  safety  equipment — notably  406  EPIRBs  —  and 
to  conduct  regular  training.  A  big  contributor  to  this  awareness  and  training 

continued  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 


Svendsen  and  Jonsson  have  been  adver¬ 
tising  the  design  for  several  months  now 
throughout  California.  Judging  from  the 
favorable  responses  received  from  all  over 


As  we've  mentioned  before,  ‘look¬ 
ing  good'  is  a  relative  concept.  Where 
boats  are  concerned,  there  are  lots  of  j 
ways  you  can  look  good  besides  rail 
down  with  the  spray  flying.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  a  reasonably  well-trimmed  boat 
with  a  smiling,  waving  crew  will 
always  qualify  as  a  ‘looking  good1 
candidate,  as  will  anything  remotely 
nautical  upon  which  Elle  MacPherson 
is  reclined  in  a  bathing  suit. 

As  you  can  see  from  this  month's 
offering,  creativity  also  has  a  lot  to 
do  with  it.  Now,  you  have  to  admit, 
the  guy  who  owns  this  boat  is  one 
creative  son  of  a  gun.  Not  only  does 
he  have  one  of  the  more  distinctive 
headsails  ever  to  catch  the  breeze, 
but  check  out  that  forward  visibility! 

Unfortunately,  we  can't  tell  you 
anything  about  the  boat  or  the  owner 
because,  with  our  creative  filing 
system,  we've  lost  that  information. 


mmKm  S 


5  : 


Page  98  •  •  February,  1996 


SIGHTINGS 


the  West  Coast,  a  sportboat  for  the  masses 
may  be  an  idea  whose  time  has  come. 

—  suiter  Schumacher 


shorts  —  cont’d 

program  has  been  the  nonprofit  group  AMSEA  (Alaskan  Marine  Safety  Educa¬ 
tion  Association).  Want  to  know  more  about  them?  Call  (907)  747-3287. 

ALAMEDA  MARINA  —  Svendsen’s  Marine  Products  Showcase  and 
Sidewalk  Sale  kicks  off  its  fourth  big  year  on  February  24,  and  if  you  know 
what  s  good  for  you,  you’ll  go  check  it  out.  If  you  don’t  know  what’s  good  for 
you,  you  need  to  go  even  more.  What  you’ll  find  is  all  the  makings  of  a  sailors 
boat  show  the  way  it  should  be  —  lots  of  hands-on  displays,  industry  reps, 
sidewalk  sale  items,  good  eats,  prize  raffles  and  more.  Though  still  a  small, 
folksy  'alternative'  boat  show,  an  afternoon  at  Svens  makes  that  thing  at  the 
Cow  Palace  last  month  pale  by  comparison.  We’re  not  putting  the  Sports  and 
Boat  Show  down,  it’s  just  not  our  idea  of  a  show  for  sailors  anymore. 

Few  in  the  marine  industry  give  as  much  back  to  the  sport  as  show 
grandaddy  Sven  Svendsen.  For  the  most  fun  you  can  have  with  your  sails 
down,  come  and  check  out  what  he  hath  wrought  the  last  Saturday  in 
February.  You’ll  be  glad  you  did. 

For  more  information,  call  (510)  521-8454. 

SAN  PABLO  BAY  —  Four  hundred  homes,  a  golf  course,  a  strip  mall, 
light  manufacturing,  and  a  casino  for  north  San  Pablo  Bay  —  and  all  beyond 
the  scope  of  local  zoning  and  control?  It  could  happen,  and  here’s  how: 

Two  'paleface'  development  companies,  one  of  which  specializes  in 
developing  'Native  American  properties',  wants  to  buy  up  to  2,000  acres  in 
San  Pablo  Bay.  They’d  then  let  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  place  the  acreage, 
to  be  called  Rancho  San  Pablo,  in  permanent  trust  for  the  Pomos.  In  turn,  the 
330  Pomos  would  lease  it  back  to  their  paleface  partners  for  99  years  —  in 
return  for  a  cut  of  the  gambling  and  other  profits. 

What  a  , deal!  The  Indians  win.  The  developers  win.  Less  traffic  on  80  to 
Tahoe.  Less  fossil  fuels  burned.  Anyone  who  could  possibly  find  a  way  to 
object  to  this  just  doesn’t  have  a  sense  of  humor. 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  'Money  Changes  Everything'  nominees  this 
month  are  the  Pennsylvania  parents  of  Natalie  Calhoun.  The  12-year-old  was 
tragically  killed  when  she  mishandled- the  throttle  of  a  Yamaha  jet-ski  and 
slammed  it  into  the  side  of  an  anchored  yacht.  Although  the  jet-ski  worked 
exactly  as  intended,  her  parents  are  claiming  that  it’s  a  "dangerous  and 
defective  product".  What  product  —  ocean  water,  for  example  —  isn’t 
dangerous  and  defective  when  misused? 

There  is  no  love  lost  between  us  and  jet-skis.  And  having  a  child  the  same 
age  as  Natalie,  we  can  sympathize  with  the  Calhoun’s  horrible  loss.  But  we’re 
disgusted  by  this  society’s  attempt  to  shuck  all  responsibility  for  misfortune  by 
trying  to  fiscally  stick  it  to  somebody  else  —  preferably  a  large  company  with 
millions  of  dollars.  Where,  we  can’t  help  but  wonder,  do  Natalie’s  parents 
believe  they  stand  in  the  chain  of  responsibility? 

INCHON,  KQREA  —  The  27,000-ton  cargo  ship  Pan  Grace,  suspected 
of  being  the  vessel  that  rammed  and  sank  the  American  cruising  yacht  Melinda 
Lee  on  November  24,  has  been  undergoing  paint  analysis  and  various  other 
tests  since  it  docked  in  South  Korea  in  early  December.  You’ll  recall  that  in  the 
collision,  which  took  place  off  the  northeast  coast  of  New  Zealand,  Melinda 
Lee,  a  Compass  47,  sank  in  about  20  seconds,  taking  9-year-old  Benjamin 
Sleavin  down  with  her.  Michael  Sleavin,  42,  and  his  daughter  Anna,  7, 
survived  the  sinking  only  to  succumb  several  hours  later  to  exposure  as  they 
hung  onto  the  boat’s  capsized  dinghy.  Only  Judy  Sleavin,  43,  survived  the 
ordeal.  She  was  found  ashore  the  next  day  near  Cape  Brett,  suffering  from 
head  injuries  and  several  fractured  vertebrae  —  injuries  she  sustained  getting 
onto  the  rocky  shore  through  high  surf.  At  last  report,  Judy  was  getting  around 
on  crutches  and  due  to  be  released  from  a  Whangerei  hospital. 

Upwards  of  60  other  ships  in  the  area  at  the  time  have  been  cleared  of 
wrongdoing,  leaving  all  fingers  pointing  at  the  Pan  Grace.  What  the  heck  has 
taken  so  long  with  the  investigation?  Believe  it  or  not,  the  shutdown  of  the 
federal  government.  With  everyone  at  the  embassy  in  Korea  on  paid  leave  for 
several  weeks,  there  was  no  one  available  to  translate  and  process  the 
investigation  documents. 
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as  close  to  sailing  heaven  as  we  mortals  are 
going  to  find  on  this  planet. 

The  ARC,  founded  by  Romanian  refugee 
and  circumnavigator  Jimmy  Cornell,  is  the  x. 
mother  of  all  cruising  rallies.  When  first  held 
in  1985,  the  2,700-mile  event  attracted  a 
staggering  210  entries.  While  it’s  never  again 
drawn  quite  so  many  participants,  it’s 
become  a  major  fixture  on  the  sailing 
calendar.  Over  the  years  more  than  1,500 
boats  have  sailed  4,000,000  ARC  miles  — 
and  have  done  so  safely.  The  only  boat  that 
was  ever  lost  struck  a  reef  near  the  finish 
line,  then  in  Barbados.  Her  crew  was  able  to 
walk  ashore. 

A  total  of  166  entries  from  19  countries 
hit  the  Las  Palmas  starting  line  November 
19th  for  the  10th  anniversary'' ARC.  Over 
10%  of  entries  had  done  one  or  more 
previous  ARCs,  and  one  10-year-old 
participant  had  even  been  conceived  while 
crossing  the  Atlantic  on  the  first  ARC! 
Manfred  Kerstand,  the  German  owner  of 
Albatross,  was  sailing  in  his  6th  rally  with  the 
same  Swan  61.  For  the  first  time  in  ARC 
history,  Germany  had  the  most  entries  with 
52.  The  previous  leader,  the  United 
Kingdom,  had  fallen  to  second  with  45.  The 
United  States  had  10  entries,  which  tied 
them  with  the  Netherlands. 

Other  interesting  factoids  about  entries: 
There  were  only  15  doublehanded  entries  in 
this  ARC  as  opposed  to  56  in  the  first  one. 
Three  of  the  166  skippers  in  this  ARC  were 
female.  There  were  18  kids  under  the  age  of 
13,  with  three-year-old  Jessica  Denny  of 
Truant  of  Sark  being  the  youngest.  Nineteen 
skippers  were  over  60,  including  Tom 
Moyer,  a  76-year-old  American. 

The  10  American  entries  were  as  follows: 

Moyer’s  118-ft  Garden-designed  Act  IV, 
which  had  previously  done  the  America  500 
and  an  Europa  Around  the  World  Rally.  The 
huge  ketch  got  a  late  start  this  year  after  she 
dragged  anchor  the  night  before  the  start 
and  broke  her  backstay  on  a  German 
powerboat. 

Body  Heat,  William  Casio’s  Hinckley  44 
from  Boulder,  Colorado.  Although  the  lovely 
boat  has  been  featured  in  several  magazines, 
she  was  the  last  boat  to  finish. 

Big  Easy  Too,  Jesus  Sanchez  and  Dorothy 
Orr’s  Bavaria  44,  is  only  sort  of  an  American  c 
boat.  The  couple  has  lived  in  the  Alicante  \ 
region  of  Spain  for  the  last  20  years.  Their  | 
American  base  is  the  Virgin  Islands. 

Carina,  Mort  Barish’s  Hans  Christian  41  l 
from  Princeton,  New  Jersey.  Barish  took  off  : 
cruising  from  Annapolis  eight  years  ago,  < 
survived  the  230  knots  of  Hugo  in  Culebra,  ! 
and  then  continued  on  to  Europe.  Barish  ! 
was  one  of  three  skippers  to  receive  the  : 


hen  you  hear  the  words  ’North 
Atlantic  Ocean’,  what  comes  to  mind?  If 
you’re  like  us  and  have  watched  lots  of 
World  War  II  footage,  you  probably  visualize 
cloudy  skies,  grey  seas,  and  chilly  winds  — 
and  lots  of  submarines.  Thatmay  be  true  in 


No  long  passage  starts  without  a  crisis.  Only  four 
of  five  taxis  delivering  food  arrived.  After  much 
panicking,  Anet  realizes  there  only  were  four. 


the  northern  North  Atlantic,  but  having 
participated  the  November  —  December 
Atlantic  Rally  for  Cruisers  (ARC)  from  Las 
Palmas  to  St.  Lucia  in  the  Eastern 
Caribbean,  we  know  there’s  another  facet  of 
that  ocean’s  personality.  A  facet  that’s  about 


The  quay  at  Las  Palmas,  Gran  Canaria.  From 
November  to  January,  it's  jam-packed  with  boats 
headed  for  the  sunny  Caribbean. 


’shame  on  you’  award  for  dropping  out 
without  informing  anyone. 

Mannanan,  Adrian  and  Ilene  Duffy’s 
Kantor  46  from  Virginia.  The  Irish  couple 
had  sailed  across  the  Atlantic  to  spend  two 


Santana,  Matt  Rollberg’s  Connecticut- 
based  Beneteau  40.  He’d  been  cruising  the 
Med  since  ’94  and  is  planning  on  entering 
the  ’97  Europa  Around  the  World  Rally. 


Blue  Pearl,  Jim  and  Christine  Peak’s 
Colorado-based  Oyster  35.  The  family  — 
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which  includes  Kara,  21,  and  Jefferson,  18 
—  had  bought  the  boat  in  England  because 
Mom,  who  gets  seasick  and  hates  sailing,  was 
too  terrified  to  sail  west  to  east. 

Peregrine,  Richard  Sonnefeldt’s  New 
York-based  Trintella  44.  Sonnefeldt 
preferred  not  to  talk  about  his  boat. 

Shadowfax,  Rod  Cook’s  San  Francisco- 
based  (sort  of)  Swan  59.  An  Alaskan  doctor 
and  former  J/24  sailor,  Cook  bought  the 
boat  in  Europe  and  took  her  to  Finland  for  a 
refit.  He  then  cruised  Europe  with  a 
European  crew.  Cook  would  have  the  best 
finish  of  any  American  boat,  taking  2nd  in 
class  and  11th  in  fleet.  Cook’s  next  event  is 
Antigua  Sailing  Week. 

Big  0,  Latitude’s  Ocean  71  charterboat, 
on  her  way  back  to  the  Caribbean  after  an 
all-too-swift  dash  across  the  Med  to  Turkey. 

There  were  two  good  reasons  why  more 
American  yachts  weren’t  entered  in  the  ARC. 
The  first  is  simple:  not  that  many  American 
boats  make  it  over  to  Europe.  The  second  is 
of  a  more  philosophical  nature.  By  the  time 
American  cruisers  head  back  across  the 
Atlantic,  they  tend  to  be  seasoned, 
independent,  and  flinty.  As  such,  many 
object  to  the  ARC  entry  fees  —  which  run 


about  $450  per  boat  and  about  $30  per 
crewmember  —  and/or  the  concept  of 
'organized  cruising'. 

So  many  American  and  other  cruisers 
objected  to  one  or  more  aspects  of  the  ARC 
that  they  started  the  NARC  —  or  'anti  ARC' 
—  and  made  burgees  to  celebrate  the  fact. 
We’re  told  there  were  about  50  in  the  'anti 
group'.  Whatever  the  case,  as  soon  as  the 
175-boat  ARC  fleet  took  off,  the  quay  at  Las 
Palmas  immediately  filled  right  up  again. 
Between  the  five  various  TransAtlantic 
events  from  the  middle  of  November  through 
early  January,  it’s  estimated  that  at  least  500 
boats  either  called  on  or  passed  close  to  Las 
Palmas. 


B, 


'ecause  of  a  Latitude  deadline,  the 
Wanderer  didn’t  arrive  in  Las  Palmas  until 
November  21  —  two  days  after  the  official 
start  of  the  ARC  and  obviously  well  after  all 
the  pre-race  seminars  and  festivities.  Other 
members  of  the  crew,  however,  spoke  highly 
of  all  the  sanctioned  events.  These  included 
professidnal  seminars  on  all  aspects  of 
cruising  as  well  as  a  wide  variety  of  social 
events  —  including  concert/dances  featuring 
groups  like  the  Platters.  Naturally,  there  was 
also  a  huge  amount  of  informal  socializing: 


Spread  and  photo  above  left;  These  were  average 
conditions  for  the  entire  crossing.  Above;  And 
this  was  just  an  ordinary  old  sunset. 
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DAY'S  RUNS 
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125  m. 
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m. 
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125 
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everything  from  visiting  neighboring  boats 
during  the  afternoon  to  hitting  the  bars  after 
midnight  and  partying  —  in  the  Spanish 
fashion  —  until  after  dawn. 

That  Big  O  missed  the  official  start  wasn’t 
all  that  tragic.  For  one  thing,  it  was  blowing 
over  30  knots  right  on  the  nose.  Secondly, 
there  were  a  number  of  collisions  that  were 
serious  enough  to  send  at  least  two  boats 
back  to  port  for  repairs.  As  it  was,  about  30 
of  the  cruising  skippers  —  who  outnumbered 
the  racing  skippers  by  10  to  1  —  decided  to 
postpone  their  starts  until  the  wind  settled 
down.  It  died  that  evening. 

Because  of  his  tardy  arrival,  the  deadline 
and  jet-lagged  Wanderer  learned  pitifully 
little  about  Gran  Canaria:  that  the  tapas  taste 
delicious,  the  bars  don’t  get  going  until 
0200,  people  are  very  hospitable,  ancj  the 
taxi  drivers  are  fearless  maniacs. 

The  Wanderer  hoped  for  the  best  from 
the  ARC,  but  was  frankly  expecting  the 


worst.  Part  of  the  reason  was  that  he 
envisioned  cool  and  gloomy  weather.  Then 
there  was  the  matter  of  unknown  crew.  He 
had  complete  faith  in  the  abilities  of  Capt. 
Jim  Drake  and  cook  Anet  Martin,  both  of 
Redwood  City  and  both  of  whom  who  had 
been  on  the  boat  for  the  last  15,000  miles. 
Jim  would  have  the  24-year-old  boat  in  top 
shape,  and  for  the  least  possible  expense. 

Raiders  of  the  ARC:  Mark,  left,  and  Victor 
(below);  Anet  (upper  right)  and  Louisa  (lower 
right).  Fine  shipmates,  all  of  them. 


And  Anet  would  somehow  figure  a  out  way 
to  make  the  400th  meal  of  the  crossing  taste 
as  fresh  and  delicious  as  the  first  —  also  at  A 
minimum  of  expense.  In  addition,  the  quiet 
Jim  and  loquacious  Anet  were  extremely 
easy  to  get  along  with.  No,  the  question 
marks  were  the  other  five  people  scheduled 
to  come  along,  none  of  whom  the  Wanderer 
had  ever  met  before. 

As  it  turned  out,  it  was  to  be  the 
Wanderer’s  lucky  voyage,  for  what  he  got 
was  16V2  days  of  a  dead  heat  —  between 


ideal  sailing  conditions  and  a  terrific  and 
diverse  crew  that  got  on  like  a  house  on  fire. 
The  other  crew  included  Louisa  and  Bill,  a 
'non-couple'  of  Aussies  in  their  early  30s  who 


had  bumped  into  each  other  in  Greece, 
stumbled  into  jobs  aboard  Jim  Kilroy’s 
Kialoa  III,  and  then  landed  aboard  Big  O  in 
Mallorca.  While  not  expert  sailors,  they  did 
have  some  ocean  experience,  and  typically 
outgoing  Aussie  personalities. 

The  'Marlboro  Boys',  Bart  and  Victor, 
were  a  couple  of  Amsterdam  lads  who’d  just 
graduated  from  college.  Bart’s  dad  races  a 
Peterson  43,  so  he  had  sailing  experience. 
Victor  was  a  novice.  Both  had  flown  down  to 
Las  Palmas  specifically  to  try  and  hitch  an 
ARC  ride  to  the  sunny  Caribbean.  Bart 
proved  to  be  a  natural  comedian  while  the 
handsome  Victor  was  more  philosophical. 
Before  the  trip  was  over,  the  Big  O  crew 
would  know  all  about  the  benefits  and 
hazards  of  legalized  drugs  and  prostitution. 

Rounding  out  the  crew  —  barring  any  last 
minute  stowaways  —  was  Su  Brodsky,  a 
well-travelled  photographer  who  only  two 
weeks  before  had  moved  from  Manhattan  to 
Mill  Valley.  Having  sailed  in  a  previous  ARC 
and  most  of  an  Europa  Around  the  World 
Rally,  she  knew  her  way  around  boats.  She 
would  also  be  photographing  the  Big  O 
crossing  for  the  March  issue  of  Sailing 
magazine. 

The  night  before  Big  O  left,  a  familiar 
young  female  face  from  around  the  quay 
approached  a  couple  of  the  Big  O  crew  and 
said,  "Come  you  guys,  you’ve  got  to  take  me 
across."  The  last  of  the  soft  touches  and  a 
great  believer  in  'the  more  the  merrier',  the 
Wanderer  grilled  her  about  her  sailing 
experience  for  all  of  15  seconds.  When  she 
said  she’d  done  Antigua  the  year  before,  and 
then  had  sailed  to  Bermuda,  Gib,  and 
Mallorca  on  a  succession  of  Swans,  the 
Wanderer  said  he  thought  she’d  be  fine. 

"Right?"  he  said,  looking  back  at  the  rest 
of  the  crew  for  confirmation.  Several  heads 
shook  sideways  and  mouthed  the  word  'no'. 
Thinking  the  young  woman  must  be  the 
tramp  of  the  dock  or  a  well-known  drug 
addict,  the  Wanderer  back-pedaled.  "Come 
by  at  0800  and  we’ll  know  for  sure." 

The  'problems'  turned  out  to  be  that  the 
other  women  seemed  suspicious  of  yet 
another  woman  —  and  that  everybody  was 
worried  they  might  have  to  share  their  bunk. 
Capt.  Jim  and  the  Wanderer  have  always 
been  on  the  same  wavelength,  and  they  both 
thought  the  first  objection  was  silly  and  that 
the  second  was  ridiculous.  "If  she’s  willing  to 
sleep  in  the  aft  cockpit  or  the  sole  of  the  aft 
cabin,"  thought  Jim,  "what’s  the  problem?" 

So  it  was  that  Laura  —  also  about  30, 
also  formerly  of  Manhattan  —  became  part 
of  the  crew  just  an  hour  before  departure. 
Laura’s  great  disposition — to  say  nothing  of 
the  fact  that  she  drove  the  boat  with 
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Quiet  but  competent,  Capt.  Jim  Drake  trundles 
away  at  the  mighty  Pfaff.  When  Jim  said  the  boat 
was  ready  to  go,  you  could  count  on  it. 


confidence  and  skill  —  made  her  a  well-liked 
and  excellent  addition  to  the  crew. 

Curious  crew  factoids:  Laura  had  three 
spiritual  tatoos,  Su  had  two,  and  Anet  had  a 
dolphin  on  her  back.  Only  Louisa  and  the 
men  were  unmarked.  And  it  would  be  the 
women,  lead  by  Su  and  Laura,  who 
repeatedly  brought  up  the  subject  of  sex.  The 
reserved  Victor  even  said  he  was  "scared"  to 
have  galley  duty  with  the  open-minded  and 
free-speaking  Su.  Of  the  nine  people  making 
the  crossing,  only  the  Wanderer  had  been 


The  crew  tried  to  promote  a  shipboard  romance 
between  Bill  and  Su  with  this  surprise  candle¬ 
light  dinner.  We  don't  think  it  took. 
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Without  even  trying,  Bart  was  hilarious.  But  it 
didn't  take  much  to  get  him  to  mug  with  some 
rancid  cabbage,  either. 


married,  and  he’d  done  it  twice.  Of  the  nine, 
only  the  Wanderer  had  kids;  two  of  them. 

0  ne  of  the  operating  philosophies  of 
Big  0  is  that  you  leave  a  clean  wake  —  but 
you  still  let  everyone  know  that  you’ve  been 
there.  So  after  tossing  off  the  docklines,  the 
Wanderer,  alone  at  the  wheel,  motored  deep 
into  the  yacht  basin  to  prepare  for  one  last 
pass  of  the  boats  along  the  quay  and  at  the 
fuel  dock.  As  Big  O  cruised  the  boats  that 
final  time,  Laura  emerged  from  the  aft  cabin, 
took  a  place  on  the  rail  facing  the  boats  on 
the  quay,  put  her  arms  in  a  circle  over  her 
head,  and  in  her  best  former  cheerleader 
style  began  the  boat  chant  at  the  top  of  her 
lungs:  Big  O!  Big  O!  Big  O!  After  every  third 
chant,  she  was  joined  by  yet  another 


The  young  Admirals  have  a  go  at  backgammon. 
But  when  the  trip  was  over,  the  novice  Wanderer 
was  the  boat  champion. 


crewmember  until  they  were  all  on  the  rail. 

Because  we’re  obnoxious,  we  do  this 
most  everyplace  we  go.  But  nowhere  have 
we  gotten  such  a  passionate  response. 
Scores  of  day-old  friends  hollered  goodbyes, 
numerous  captains  honked  bon  voyage, 
Pablo  of  the  fuel  dock  jumped  and  waved, 
and  even  the  local  cop  turned  on  his  police 
siren  in  salute.  It  was  a  great  vibe  on  which 
to  head  out  across  an  ocean. 

The  ARC  course  from  the  Canaries  to  the 
Caribbean  is  as  old  as  human  TransAtlantic 
passages.  Columbus  started  it,  taking 
anywhere  from  a  swift  21  days  to  a 
pedestrian  33  days  on  his  four  trips  to  the 
'New  World'.  The  concept  is  simple:  you 
immediately  dive  down  to  20 °N^ —  or  even 
the  Cape  Verde  Islands — where  you  pick  up 
the  reliable  easterly  trades.  With  any  luck 
you  then  head  almost  due  west  with  the 
trades  blowing  right  over  your  transom.  The 
one  thing  you  don’t  want  to  do  is  head 
straight  for  the  Caribbean,-  as  you  could  get 
stuck  north  of  the  trades  and  thus  be  subject 
to  variable  winds,  cooler  weather  and  even 
southerlies. 

Set  up  for  relaxed  cruising,  Big  O  was 
anything  but  optimized  for  downwind  sailing. 
For  one  thing,  she  had  two  gennikers  rather 
than  spinnakers.  Second,  her  spinnaker 
poles  were  thousands  of  miles  away,  which 
meant  there  was  no  way  she  could  sail  deep. 
And  if  her  gennikers  blew  out,  there  would 
be  grief,  because  her  biggest  remaining 
headsail  would  be  a  high  cut  95%  yankee. 

The  inability  to  'get  down'  was  a  problem 
from  day  one.  If  we  sailed  on  starboard  jibe, 
we  didn’t  make  any  southing  toward  the 
highly  desirable  trades.  But  if  we  sailed  on 
port  jibe,  we’d  soon  drive  the  boat  up  on  a 
Mauritian  beach.  We  chose  the  latter  until  we 
got  into  the  shallow  water  of  the  African 
continent,  at  which  time  we  were  forced  to 
jibe  away. 

The  inability  to  get  downwind  was  offset 
somewhat  by  the  swift  sailing  conditions.  The 
wind  blew  just  under  30  knots  for  the  first  48 
hours,  but  with  surprisingly  flat  seas.  And 
despite  flying  a  little  yankee  without  a  pole 
instead  of  a  genniker,  the  45-ton  Big  O  still 
covered  235  miles  each  day.  It  didn’t  hurt 
that  the  favorable  current  gave  us  a  push  of 
as  much  as  36  miles  a  day. 

The  problem  of  having  to  sail  low  was  to 
dog  us  all  the  way  across  the  Atlantic.  The 
'hardest  on  the  wind'  we  ever  sailed  was  a 
broad  reach.  So  the  helmsman’s  mantra  was 
the  same  all  the  way  to  St.  Lucia:  "Get  down! 
Get  down!"  It  meant  3,000  miles  of  a  devil’s 
tradeoff:  either  sail  fast  but  way  off  course,  or 
slow  and  not  quite  so  far  off  course. 

Here  are  some  of  the  highlights: 


Day  One  —  The  brisk  breeze  causes  the 
rudder  to  break  on  Renaissance,  a 
Northwind  38.  She  successfully  makes  it  to 
the  Cape  Verdes  and  eventually  St.  Lucia. 
Remarkably,  she  was  the  only  boat  in  the 
giant  fleet  to  have  a  serious  boat  problem. 

Day  Two  —  As  we’re  about  to  sit  down 
to  Anet’s  spectacular  Thanksgiving  turkey 
dinner  with  all  the  trimmings,  a  group  of 
dolphins  pay  us  a  visit.  The  'Amsterdam 
Admirals'  go  crazy.  While  we’ll  see  dolphins 
a  couple  more  times,  a  number  of  birds  in' 
the  middle  of  the  ocean,  and  one  whale,  it’s 
not  like  the  Sea  of  Cortez.  Unlike  previous 
ARCs,  there’ll  be  no  collisions  with  whales, 
only  close  encounters.  When  the  crew  of 
Tigre  are  visited  by  a  whale  that  does 
repeated  flips,  they  jump  in  and  join  her! 

Day  Three  —  We  hook  our  first  fish,  a 
modest  tuna.  Without  a  net,  Bart  loses  him  at 
the  last  second  and  thus  joins  the  ’catch  and 
release1  club. 


Far  worse,  Louisa  wakes  up  with  a  bad 
case  of  sciatica.  She  tries  to  play  it  down,  but 
from  time  to  time  you  can  see  tears  of  pain 


Columbus'  men  often  suffered  terribly  from 
scurvy.  Anet  loaded  on  lots  of  oranges,  and  the 
'Big  O'  crew  remained  healthy  for  the  duration. 

streaming  down  her  face  as  she  struggles  to 
find  a  comfortable  resting  position.  The 
Wanderer  and  Laura  begin  massage  therapy 
with  mixed  results,  so  Louisa  has  to  dip  into 
pain  pills.  Too  debilitated  to  ever  drive, 
Louisa  nonetheless  remains  a  courageously 
cheerful  shipmate  for  the  duration. 

The  number  of  injuries  in  the  rest  of  the 
fleet  will  be  relatively  small.  One  woman 
falls,  breaks  three  ribs  and  punctures  a  lung 
—  but  still  makes  it  across.  Two  people  suffer 

Bill  and  Victor  hold  up  'the  little  one  that  didn't 
get  away1.  The  dorado  was  still  big  enough  to 
knock  Bart  on  his  ass  when  it  was  pulled  aboard. 


broken  wrists.  One  woman  get  a  concussion 
when  a  vang  breaks,  and  the  boom  strikes 
her  on  the  head.  And  one  skipper  suffers  a 
broken  hand  when  preventing  a  gibing  boom 
from  hitting  his  noggin. 

When  the  wind  finally  goes  light  on  Day 
3,  the  temperature  soars.  Off  come  the 
women’s  tops  and  up  goes  the  genniker  for 
the  first  time.  It’s  ideal  pleasure  sailing 
conditions  until  the  wind  fades  at  the  end  of 
the  day.  But  having  started  three  days  too 
late  to  be  competitive,  the  crew  concentrates 
on  comfort  rather  than  speed.  We’re  loving 
life! 

Day  Four  —  Bill  tries  to  land  a  nice  size 
fish,  but  joins  'catch  &  release'  when  it,  too, 
escapes  at  the  last  second. 

By  afternoon  the  wind  is  back  up,  and 
with  five  sails  set  —  genniker,  staysail,  full 
main,  mizzen  staysail,  and  mizzen  —  we  reel 
off  another  235  miles  in  delightful 
conditions.  We  pass  three  boats  during  the 
night,  including  a  singlehander  on  the  way  to 
Martinique.  'That  really  takes  balls,"  says 
one  of  the  Marlboro  Boys.  Then  he  discovers 
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Laura  the  'Wild  Child1.  When  a  French  ship  called 
on  the  VHF,  she  stunned  the  Wanderer  by 
rattling  on  like  a  Parisian. 


the  singlehander  is  a  French  woman. 

Day  Five  —  Our  notion  of  the  North 
Atlantic  being  a  gloomy  place  has  been 
forever  erased.  Every  morning  has  brought  a 
beautiful  sunrise,  the  days  have  been 
delightfully  warm  with  fanciful  tradewind 
clouds  and  distant  squalls,  and  although  the 
waxing  moon  is  still  small,  the  stars  have 
been  brilliant. 

And  what’s  with  the  clarity  of  the  air?  The 
growth  of  the  Sahara  Desert  is  said  to  be 
measured  by  the  amount  of  haze  in  the 
Virgin  Islands  on  windy  days.  But  halfway 
between  Africa  and  the  Virgins,  the  sky  is  as 
1  clear  as  we’ve  ever  seen  it.  When  Venus  sets, 
for  example,  she  sparkles  brilliantly  all  the 
way  down  to  the  horizon. 

'  At  0400  there’s  a  loud  bang.  The 
Wanderer  scrambles  from  his  bunk 
convinced  that  we’ve  struck  a  container.  Not 
even  close.  The  undersized  spinnaker  winch 
had  been  ripped  from  the  mast,  bounced  on 
the  deck,  and  hurled  overboard!  No  worries, 
we’ve  got  others.  When  we  check  things  out 
in  the  morning,  we  can  see  the  bitter  end  of 
the  halyard  at  the  top  of  the  mast  —  with  the 
cleat  still  attached! 

Day  Six  —  Finally  recovered  from 
deadline  and  jet  lag,  the  Wanderer  now 
knows  the  crew  by  name  and  even  tunes  in 
the  ARC  roll  call  for  the  first  time.  The  first 
*  hour  segment  is  devoted  for  the  80-some 
boats  over  40  feet.  After  a  break,  the  80 
boats  under  40  feet  are  polled.  Some  entries 
only  have  a  VHF  on  this  huge  ocean,  but 
with  the  help  of  relays,  the  system  is  smooth 
and  works  efficiently. 

There’s  lot  of  chat  between  boats  after  the 
nets,  but  the  Big  O  isn’t  much  for  gabbing  on 
the  airwaves.  Only  Louisa  talks,  and  only 
with  Kialoa  III,  which  left  Las  Palmas  a  day 
after  us  and  is  hot  on  our  heels  with  their  big 
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chute  up.  We  never  know  exactly  where  they 
are,  because  they  He  to  Louisa  about  their 
position.  For  some  reason,  they  won’t  make 
it  across  the  Atlantic  much  faster  than  us. 

The  Wanderer  tries  to  call  the  kids  back 
home  through  WOM  (Miami)  and  AT&T  — 
and  it’s  a  snap.  On  this  and  several  other 
nights,  the  transmission  is  extremely  clear. 

Day  Seven  —  We’re  nearing  halfway 
across  the  Atlantic  and  still  haven’t  adjusted 
our  boat  time  yet.  So  at  0800  it’s  still  very 
dark  —  and  really  throws  our  body  clocks  for 
a  loop.  We  decide  to  move  clocks  back  — 
but  then  don’t  get  around  to  it  for  about 
another  week  because  changing  the  time 
requires  you  to  unscrew  the  chronometer 
from  the  bulkhead! 

With  light  winds  and  gentle  seas,.  we 
decide  to  play  our  video  of  the  '95  Antigua 
Sailing  Week.  Laura  is  terribly  disappointed 
that  we  didn’t  videotape  the  wet  T-shirt 
contest.  "I  got  second!"  she  announces 
proudly.  Laura  turns  out  to  be  a  lovable  little 
character.  All  her  clothes  seem  to  be 
ventilated  in  one  interesting  way  or  another. 
By  this  time  it’s  plenty  warm  and  dry  —  even 
at  night  —  and  she  has  taken  to  crashing  in 
her  sleeping  bag  in  the  aft  cockpit.  She  refers 
to  her  bag  as  "my  mobile  home",  and  thus 
the  aft  cockpit  becomes  known  as  "the  trailer 
park". 

Day  Eight  —  By  now  the  morning 
routine  is  well-defined.  Su  drives  on  the 
dawn  watch  and  has  the  Indigo  Girls 
accompany  the  glorious  sunrise.  A  little  later, 
Laura  begins  her  lengthy  meditation  and 
yoga  exercises.  Early  on,  young  Bart  and 
Victor  decided  they’d  join  her  for  some 
stretches.  They  looked  like  creaky  80-year- 
olds  compared  to  limber  Laura,  and  soon 
gave  it  up  —  just  as  they’d  given  up  their 
vows  to  quit  smoking. 

Finally  we  catch  a  fish  that  we  can  land  — 
but  it’s  a  barracuda.  There’s  not  much 
chance  of  it  having  ciguartera  out  here,  but 
barracuda  doesn’t  excite  anyone’s  taste 
buds.  He  gets  thrown  back. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  we  hook  what  has 
to  be  a  40-pound  dorado.  The  magnificent 
fish  —  clearly  visible  in  the  cobalt  colored 
water  —  fights  with  guile  and  strength.  As 
he’s  dragged  near  the  boat,  the  change  in  his 
fabulous  colors  indicate  he’s  nearing  death. 
Half  ihe  crew  is  reaching  for  the  wasabe,  the 
other  half  is  firing  up  the  BBQ,  and 
everyone’s  salivary  glands  are  working 
overtime.  But  then  the  great  fish  breaks  free 
at  the  last  minute  and  darts  off. 

"I’m  glad  he  got  away,"  says  the  normally 
quiet  Victor,  "he  was  so  beautiful." 

"Not  me,"  says  Capt.  Jim,  who  has  fished 
commercially.  "I  wanted  to  eat  that  fish."  We 
have  grilled  burgers  for  dinner. 

As  night  approaches,  the  sunset  is  once 
again  spectacular.  It’s  followed  by  brilliant 


Dinnertime  aboard  any  vessel  on  the  ocean  is 
special.  The  crew  of 'Big  O'  ate  well  and  often. 


stars  and  a  growing  moon  that  periodically 
breaks  through  the  tradewind  'cotton  balls'. 
It’s  so  pleasantly  warm  and  unbelievably  dry 
out  here  in  the  middle  of  the  North  Atlantic 
that  we’re  doing  midnight  watches  in  T-shirts 
and  shorts.  The  Wanderer  never  expected 
anything  like  this! 

Day  Nine  —  In  the  wee  hours,  we’ve 
passed  the  halfway  point.  The  Wanderer’s 
longest  previous  passage  had  been  1,200 
miles  from  Antigua  to  Panama,  which  meant 
he’d  never  been  more  than  a  day  or  two 
from  land.  How  does  he  feel  1,400  miles 
from  shore?  The  same  as  he  does  50  miles 
from  shore. 

And  it  certainly  beats  work.  Back  home 
life  is  complicated  with  deadlines,  long  range 
planning,  newsbreaks,  commercials,  traffic 
and  other  distractions.  But  in  the  middle  of 
the  ocean,  life  is  focused  on  the  simple  needs 
of  the  present:  driving,  trimming  sails, 
navigating,  preparing  food,  cleaning  up, 
checking  the  bilge.  And  it’s  done  with  good 
friends  in  a  spectacular  natural  environment. 

A  bottle  of  champagne  is  broken  out  for 
the  'halfway  party'  —  but  everybody  is  oddly 
subdued.  Why  celebrate  the  fact  that 
something  really  good  is  halfway  over? 

The  wind  has  gone  light  again.  It’s  legal  to 
motor  in  the  ARC,  and  we  speculate  on  how 
many  entries  have  fired  up  the  engines.  We 
later  learn  that  Royal  Oyster,  an  Oyster  61, 
motored  whenever  their  boatspeed  dropped 
below  eight  knots !  Although  sixth  to  cross  the 
finish  lines,  they  correct  out  132nd.  Then 
there’s  the  Dutchman  Ceesjan  Baartmans, 
who  bought  the  Swan  68  Splendid  just  to 


make  sure  —  through  a  combination  of 
motoring  and  sailing  —  that  he’d  be  first  to 
finish.  He  was.  Determined  to  get  his  13-ft 
draft  boat  in  the  9-foot  deep  marina  at 
Rodney  Bay,  he  had  his  crew  sit  out  on  the 
boom  while  the  boat  was  dragged  through 
several  feet  of  mud.  Some  of  these  ARC 
people  have  strange  goals! 

The  thought  of  motoring  never  crosses 
our  minds.  Then  too,  we’ve  never  quite 
stopped  moving.  \ 

Day  Ten  —  At  the  break  of  dawn  another 
boat,  the  Sigma  41  Olline  with  eight 
Germans  aboard,  is  spotted  ahead  on  the 
horizon.  We  drop  even  lower  than  normal  in 
order  to  sail  below  her  to  get  some  good 
photographs.  As  the  wind  builds  and  we 
close  on  them,  Laura  volunteers  to  be  the 
foreground  model.  So  the  Wild  Child  puts  on 
her  best  G-string  and  begins  posing  topless  at 
the  bow  pulpit.  Su  takes  three  times  more 
photographs  than  the  Wanderer  —  which  is 
odd  because  Sailing  will  never  publish  any  of 
them. 

The  Germans,  who  still  haven’t  seen 
Laura,  freak  out  and  head  way  up  to  get 
away  from  us.  Still  carrying  the  genniker,  we 
try  to  follow  them  up,  trying  not  to  luff  the 
genniker  in  the  quickly  building  .breeze. 
BLWUPRP!  One  flog  too  many  and  now  the 
genniker  has  come  down  in  tatters.  That 
leaves  us  with  an  ancient  light-air  genniker  to 
cover  the  last  1,400  miles! 

And  now  the  Germans  see  Laura.  Now 
they’re  trying  to  come  back  down  and  be 
friendly.  Geez!  But  the  Wanderer  can’t  help 
but  laugh.  The  Germans  are  loving  it.  The 
photographers  are  ioving  it.  The  crew  is 
loving  it.  And  Laura  wants  to  know  if  one  of 
the  pictures  can  be  used  for  a  cover! 

By  this  time  the  crew  has  gotten  to  know 
most  of  each  other’s  life  stories,  and  the 
conversations  are  getting  more  interesting. 
For  example,  Aussie  Bill,  who  speaks  in  a 
deep  authoritative  tone,  assumes  the  role  of 
life  advisor  to  Bart,  the  young  boat 
comedian. 

"Bart,  what’s  the  most  important  time  of 
your  life?"  Bill  thunders. 

"Don’t  know  Bill,"  says  Bart,  "when  is  it?" 

"Right  now,  Bart,  right  now,"  Bill  replies. 
"Here,  have  a  beer!" 

"Wow,"  says  Laura,  "that’s  just  like  yoga." 

For  the  rest  of  the  voyage.  Bill  will  be 
dispensing  the  wisdom  of  his  30  years  to  the 
10-year-younger  Bart,  who  is  the  son  of  a 
doctor  but  doesn’t  want  to  spend  his  life 
chasing  material  success. 

"I’ve  tried  working,  Bart,  but  this,"  Bill 
says,  gesturing  grandly  to  the  open  ocean, 
"this  is  better."  Bill’s  goal  is  to  get  to  the 
United  States,  buy  a  Mustang  convertible 
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and  a  stetson  hat,  and  take  off  across  the 
country.  He’ll  do  it,  too.  Bill’s  recent 
travelling  binge  started  when  a  friend  called 
one  night  to  suggest  he  quit  his  job  as  a 
salesman  in  the  Northern  Territories  so  they 
could  attend  a  cricket  match  in  Antigua.  Bill 
quit  his  job  on  the  spot  and  still  insists  it  was 
the  best  thing  he’s  ever  done. 

Day  Eleven  —  Now  that  we’re  out  in  the 
middle  of  the  ocean,  we  start  seeing  ships; 
three  of  them  in  about  three  hours.  A  guy 
aboard  a  tanker  headed  from  Nigeria  to 
Philadelphia  says  he  wants  to  buy  a  boat  and 
sail  in  the  ARC. 

With  the  wind  blowing  in  the  high  teens, 
we  don’t  dare  risk  setting  the  light-air 
genniker.  That  means  we  have  to  stick  to  the 
high  cut  yankee,  which  is  virtually  worthless 
off  the  wind.  But  life  is  still  sweet  when 
you’re  sailing  in  shorts  with  18  knots  of 
warm  wind  over  your  shoulder  and  a  big 
moon  up  above. 

1  "I’ve  done  a  ton  of  deliveries  back  from 
Mexico  and  Hawaii,  and  15,000  on  this  trip," 
Capt.  Jim  tells  the  Wanderer,  "but  still 
haven’t  gotten  bored."  Mind  you,  hiels  saying 
this  nearly  1,300  miles  from  land. 

Of  course,  how  could  you  be  bored  on 
the  ocean?  There’s  so  much  to  see:  the 
waves  and  the  clouds;  the  sun,  moon  and 
stars.  And  there’s  so  much  to  do:  books  to  be 
read,  music  to  be  heard,  daydream^  to  be 
enjoyed,  memories  to  be  relived,  life  stories 
to  be  considered.  It  would  take  a  very  dull 
mind  to  be  bored  out  here. 

Day  Twelve  —  The  wind  has  dropped, 
so  there’s  no  choice  but  to  hoist  the  light  air 
genniker.  The  Wanderer  exhorts  everybody 
to  "be  the  boat",  as  luffing  the  sail  could 
leave  us  gennikerless  for  the  last  1,000  miles. 

When  the  wind  hits  20  apparent  early  that 
evening,  Capt.  Jim  suggests  that  the  precious 
genniker  be  dropped.  The  Wanderer  assures 
Jim  that  he  has  nothing  to  worry  about.  After 
all,  it’s  he,  the  Wanderer,  who  is  driving.  He 
won’t  luff  the  sail,  so  it  won’t  rip. 

A  half  hour  later,  the  Wanderer  briefly 
loses  concentration  while  explaining  one  of 
his  moronic,  half-baked  political  theories  to 
the  curious  Su.  The  boat  rounds  up  a  little, 
and  BRRRRP!  —  there  goes  the  genniker. 
Shit!  Shit!  Shit! 

Capt.  Jim  —  who  incidentally  never  uses 
the  title  —  takes  it  all  in  stride.  "I  can’t 
remember  the  last  time  we’ve  takeh  that 
genniker  down  —  as  opposed  to  having  it  fall 
down  around  our  ears." 

Day  Thirteen — The  wind  builds  and  by 
nightfall  is  blowing  at  close  to  30  knots.  The 
seas  have  finally  come  up,  allowing  Big  O, 
which  doesn’t  surf,  to  at  least  cream  down 
some  waves.  With  sloppy  conditions,  it  takes 


The  Germans  didn't  know  what  they  were 
missing  —  and  it  cost  us  a  genniker. 

a  lot  of  work  at  the  helm  to  get  the  most 
surge  from  the  waves  —  but  boy  it  is  fun! 
The  Wanderer  and  Bart,  dressed  in  nothing 
but  swimsuits  under  the  bright  light  of  the 
moon,  fight  for  the  wheel  in  the  wee  hours. 

There’s  only  one  thing  that  keeps  the 
night  from  being  perfect:  we’re  headed  a  tiny 
bit  north  of  west  —  and  our  destination  is 
almost  45  degrees  to  the  south.  When 
everybody  wakes  up  in  the  morning,  we’ll 
jibe. 

Here’s  an  example  of  relativity  Einstein 
never  talked  about.  If  you  start  on  a  750-mile 
voyage  from  San  Francisco,  it  seems  like  a 
pretty  big  deal.  But  now  that  we’ve  only  got 
750  miles  to  go,  it  seems  that  our  fun’s  all 
but  over. 

Day  Fourteen  —  Jim,  master  of  all 
trades,  drags  out  the  Pfaff  sewing  machine, 
sets  up  shop  beneath  the  main  boom,  and 
begins  sewing  the  heavy  genniker.  He’ll 
spend  dam  near  all  day  running  that  sail 
through  the  machine.  Some  material  has  to 
be  cut  away,  seams  need  to  be  torn  apart 
and  resewn  —  it’s  a  huge  project.  He  labors 
slowly,  quietly,  never  asking  for  any  help. 

When  the  sail  is  hoisted  the  next  day,  it 
looks  spectacular  —  save  for  a  minute 
pinching. 

It’s  hard  to  believe,  but  the  conditions  at 
sea  are  getting  even  better.  The  average 
daytime  temperature  is  probably  90°,  and 
you’ve  got  to  sit  in  the  shade.  At  night,  it’s 
over  80°.  The  tradewind  clouds  have 
become  more  colorful  as  we’ve  come  west, 
and  the  radiant  moon  is  almost  full. 

Here’s  an  oddity  about  sailing.  Most  of  it 
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is  done  during  the  afternoon,  but  the  most 
dramatic  sailing  is  to  be  had  at  sunrise, 
sunset,  and  at  night. 

Day  Fifteen  —  It’s  a  good  thing  that  Jim 
has  fixed  the  genniker  because  the  wind  has 
gone  very  light.  At  times  it’s  difficult  to  keep 
the  sails  full,  and  the  sea  is  flat.  It’s 
frustrating,  but  nobody  but  the  young 
Amsterdam  Admirals  —  who  are  probably 
getting  a  little  homy  —  is  in  any  rush  to  get 
to  St.  Lucia. 

With  the  crew  just  lying  around  different 
parts  of  the  deck  trying  to  stay  cool, 
suddenly  —  and  at  the  top  of  her  lungs  — 
Laura  breaks  out  in  an  incredibly  loud  a 
capella  version  —  complete  with  snarls  —  of 
Pat  Benetar’s  Heartbreaker.  What  the  hell? 
It  turns  out  she’d  been  listening  to  the  song 
on  the  Walkman  and  couldn’t  help  but  sing 
along.  "I  used  to  be  the  lead  singer  in  a  high 
school  band  that  did  a  lot  of  Benatar,"  she 
explains. 

Day  Sixteen  —  There’s  still  hardly  any 
breeze,  so  the  going  is  slow.  For  our  last 
night,  we  put  the  TV  up  in  the  cockpit  and 
watch  Dead  Calm  while  sailing.  "Kill  him,  kill 
him,  you  idiot!"  the  women  shout  at  Nicole 
Kidman,  who  just  can’t  seem  to  bring  herself 
to  waste  the  man  who  has  apparently  killed 
her  husband  and  is  trying  to  rape  her.  The 
mighty  Big  O  women  wouldn’t  have  had  any 
such  reservations. 

In  the  wee  hours  of  the  16th  day  at  sea, 
we  spot  St.  Lucia  and  Martinique  twinkling  in 
the  distance.  There’s  at  least  as  much 
resignation  as  jubilation,  as  most  of  us  would 
prefer  to  keep  right  on  going  to  Tahiti.  It’s 
taken  us  16  days  and  21  hours.  We  figure  we 
could  have  knocked  off  as  much  as  three 
flays  and  500  miles  if  we’d  had  spinnaker 
poles.  But  what  a  shame  that  would  have 
been! 

At  first  light,  we  cross  the  finish  line  at 
Rodney  Bay,  the  whole  crew  doing  the  Big  O 
chant  to  the  appreciative  committee  boat. 
Jimmy  Cornell  has  the  boat  put  at  a  'center 
stage'  dock,  and  an  ARC  rep  is  there  to  greet 
us  with  rum  and  fruit.  It’s  immediately 
consumed.  We  take  turns  jumping  and 
pushing  each  other  into  the  water,  giving 
those  who’ve  already  arrived  something  to 
wake  up  to.  Anet  and  Bart  try  climbing  a 
coconut  tree,  tut  have  little  success. 

Some  other  entries  —  such  as  the  editor 
of  Yachting  World  —  arrive  looking  like 
they’ve  been  through  hell  and  need  a  week’s 
sleep.  Some  of  the  Big  O  crew  sleep  because 
they’re  drunk,  but  we’ve  all  arrived  in  fine 
health  and  very  well  rested. 

At  the  Rodney  Bay  docks,  owned  by  Arch 
Marez  of  Santa  Cruz,  the  Wanderer  gets  his 
first  look  at  the  half  of  the  fleet  that’s  already 
arrived.  There  are  18  Swans,  almost  as  many 
Hallberg-Rassys,  and  lots  of  Oysters  and 
Oceans.  The  boats  are  mostly  quite  new,  and 
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they  are  outfitted  and  maintained  to  the  hilt. 
Euro  sailors  have  some  big  bucks! 

There  are  many  festivities  to  be  enjoyed, 
but  they’re  for  full  time  cruisers  who  don’t 
have  to  rush  back  to  work.  Within  a  day  of 


The  crew  of  'Big  O'  make  a  big  splash  at  Rodney 
Bay  in  the  early  hours  after  the  finish  at  St.  Lucia. 


arriving,  the  most  compatible  crew  the 
Wanderer  has  ever  sailed  with  starts  to  head 
their  separate  ways.  Some  back  to 
California,  the  boys  back  to  Amsterdam, 
\  Louisa  and  Laura  to  crewing  jobs,  Bill  to  the 
States.  It’s  been  a  lifetime  experience,  and 
many  of  us  will  cross  paths  again. 

The  Wanderer  has  to  leave  before  the 
final  results  are  announced,  which  in  any 
event  would  be  of  little  interest  to  most  folks. 
It’s  noteworthy,  however,  that  the  overall 
winner  will  be  Bo  Lievegoed  and  Francine 
Vroom,  a  Dutch  couple  who  have  sailed 
their  stock  Contessa  33  Contentious  across 
in  just  17  days  —  an  awesome  performance! 

cJ  immy  Cornell  is  the  first  to  tell  us  this 
was  probably  the  best  weather  in  the  10 
years  of  the  ARC.  But  for  us  it  will  remain 
the  standard  by  which  we’ll  measure  all 
future  ARCs  —  and  other  ocean  adventures. 
But  no  matter  what,  nothing  will  erase  from 
our  mind  the  current  impression  we  have  of 
the  North  Atlantic:  day  after  day  and  night 
after  night  of  blissful  sailing  with  warm  trades 
at  our  back. 

—  latitude  38 


It  doesn’t  matter  how  easy  to  use,  easy  to  maintain,  or  environmentally  safe  a  bottom  paint  is  if 
it  doesn’t  work!  That’s  whal  sets  Woolsey  NEPTUNE  II  above  all  other  anti-foulants  of  its  kind — 
besides  being  the  safest,  easiest-handling  waterbased  bottom  paint  on  the  market,  it’s  also  the 
most  effective  with  a  powerful  self-polishing,  copper-rich  biocide  that  provides  maximum 
protection  against  ail  types  of  fouling  organisms,  including  the  tenacious  Zebra  Mussel. 

NEPTUNE  II  can  be  easily  applied  directly  over  any  existing  bottom  paint  (as  long  as  it’s  in 
condition)  and  subsequent  applications  do  not  require  additional  sanding. 

There  are  no  toxic  solvents  or  vapors  to  breathe  and  clean-up  is  a  snap 
using  plain  water.  Since  NEPTUNE  II  doesn’t  oxidize,  all  you  do  is  hose 
it  down  after  haul-out,  then  when  you’re  ready  to  re-launch,  hose  it  down 
again...  that’s  all  there  is  to  it! 

When  it’s  time  to  re-finish  your  bottom,  do  it  the  safer,  easier,  more 
effective  way  with  NEPTUNE  II,  available  in  three  popular  colors 
(red,  blue  and  black)  at  your  local  marine  paint  dealer. 

Woolsey  Z  SPAR 

The  Winning  Combination 

Available  at  chandleries  everywhere.  Or  contact: 

Western  Marine  Marketing  (415)  459-4222  •  Fax  453-7639 

Also  available  from  Woolsey/Z’SPAR:  Captain’s  Waterbased  Polyurethane  Varnish;  Captain’s  Waterbased 
Satin  Varnish;  Aquabrite  Waterbased  Topside  Finish  (white  only);  Aquabrite  Waterbased  Undercoater. 


NEPTUNE  II  WATER-BASED  ANTIFOULING  BOTTOM  PAINT  •  NEPTUNE  11 


.  NEPTUNE  II  WATER-BASED  ANTIFOULING  BOTTOM  PAINT  •  NEl’Tl  NE  II  WATER-BASF.I)  ANTI  Ft  )t  LING  BOTTOM  PAINT  • 
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Yachtsaver' 

New  Thinking  About  Your  #  7  Safety  Problem 

ill..  .  . .  .  . . . , 


Rescued  and  kept  afloat  by  two  portable 
Yaojtsaver ®  systems,  this  40’  cruising 
boat  is  under  tow  to  a  safe  harbor. 

Yachtsaver'  is  a  Maine-built  C02 
activated  flotation  system  that 
can  keep  your  boat  afloat  in  a  crisis. 

Stowed  or  installed  below  deck,  our 
double-walled,  double-sealed  air  bags 
require  minimal  space.  Stay  with  your 
boat,  your  provisions  and  your  radio. 

Don’t  give  up  your  ship!  Protect  your 
crew,  yourself,  and  your  craft. 

AVAILABLE  FOR  BOATS  FROM  18'  TO  80' 


Yachtsaver 


Moxie  Cove  Road 
Round  Pond,  Maine  04564 
1-800-529-5576 
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nix’s  Getwral  \nsuraTlCi 


Long  Range 
Cruising 


Classic  Yachts 


eQh 


°u, 


Reasonable  Chartering 
Programs  Including 
Bareboat 


LIVEABOARD  PROGRAM 
INCLUDING  SCHEDULED  PERSONAL  EFFECTS 

Mariner's  Insurance  has  been  specializing  in  yacht 
insurance  since  1959  and  has  always  been  the 
leader  in  quality  and  service.  In  fact,  many  pro¬ 
grams  offered  by  our  competitors  were  pioneered 
by  us  25  years  ago.  Please  call  us  first  -  we  think 
you  will  be  glad  you  did. 


Pacific  Northwest 
Scott  Rohrer 
(800)  823-2798 
(206)  281-8144 

Fax  (206)  281-8036 


California 

Craig  Chamberlain 
(800)  992-4443 
(714)  642-5174 

Fax  (714)  642-0252 


GOES  WHERE  NO 
OTHER  SOUR 
PANEL  HAS  GONE 

BEFORE. 


Flexible. 

Lightweight. 

Unbreakable. 

Unlike  rigid  panels 
the  solar  battery 
charger  from  UNI-SOLAR 
mounts  anywhere  and 
stows  away  out  of  sight 
when  not  in  use. 

UNI-SOLAR  -makes 
battery  charging  easy. 
Available  at  your  local 
marine  dealer. 


Um-S®LAR, 

United  Solar  Systems  Corp. 
5278  Eastgate  Mall 
San  Diego,  CA  92121 
(800)  397-2083 


DONATE 
YOUR  BOAT 
TO  THE 
BOY  SCOUTS 

SAIL 

•  Your  donation  is  tax  deductible 

•  Eliminate  broker,  berthing  and  ad  fees 

•  Let  us  show  you  the  attractive  value  and  speedy 
transfer 

•  Help  instill  the  love  of  the  sea  and 
benefit  the  scouting  program 

•  1995  tax  deduction! 


1 


HBiBH.Jlga 


POWER 


(800)  629-2627 

800  TAX  BOAT 

PACIFIC  SKYLINE 
BOY  SCOUTS 
OF  AMERICA 
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Peter  Sutter. 


Vanuatu,  New  Caledonia,  the  Somoas  and 
the  Solomons.  He  met  primitive  tribesmen 
who  hunted  with  bows  and  arrows.  He 
taught  islanders  how  to  sew  sails  and  build 
inexpensive  fishing  craft.  He  dined  with 
royalty  in  Tonga  and  danced  with  beauty 
queens  in  Vava’u. 

In  1991,  Sutter  and  Wild  Spirit  returned 
to  the  Bay  Area,  but  only  for  a  pit  stop.  After 
rebuilding  his  engine  and  performing  some 
other  maintenance  tasks,  he  headed  south 
again  with  thoughts  of  circumnavigating. 
Once  again,  however,  visiting  all  his  friends 
in  the  South  Pacific  and  making  new  ones 
consumed  much  of  the  next  four  years,  and 
he  never  got  past  Australia. 


'Wild  Spirit  on  the  hard  in  Osaka,  Japan,  1991. 


C 

Q. 


as  the  initial  passage  seven  years  earlier  had 
only  taken  18  days,  this  one  consumed  30. 
The  slow  pace  especially  pleased  Peter’s 
other  crew,  a  lohg  distance  swimmer  who 
would  jump  overboard  everyday  to  get  his 
training  time  in.  "More  often  than  not,"  says 
Peter,  "he  would  pass  the  boat!" 


PETER  SUTTER 


P  V 

1  eter  Sutter,  San  Francisco  Bay’s  unof¬ 
ficial  goodwill  ambassador  of  sailing  to  the 
South  Pacific  for  the  past  11  years,  returned 
home  recently.  In  part,  the  former  sailmaker 
and  racer-turned-cruiser  came  back  because 
of  health  problems.  At  the  same  time,  he  ad¬ 
mits  to  having  fulfilled  most  of  his  cruising 
dreams  and  wants  to  get  on  to  the  next 
phase  of  his  life. 

And  what  a  life  it’s  been.  Peter  enjoyed  a 
38-year  career  as  sailmaker  and  racer  on  the 
Bay.  His  Sausalito  loft  was  credited  with 
producing  the  first  successful  radial  head 
spinnaker.  He  was  one  of  the  most  sought- 
after  'hired  guns'  of  his  day,  steering  or 
crewing  on  many  Bay  and  ocean  racers.  He 
twice  won  class  honors  in  the  TransPac  and 
has  won  countless  awards  locally. 

Through  it  all,  Peter  held  the  same  dream 
as  almost  all  sailors:  to  go  cruising  to  the 
South  Pacific.  Unlike  most,  he  actually 
charted  his  life  course  —  from  age  15  —  to 
achieve  that  dream.  And  he  did  it  with  the 
characteristic  Sutter  wit,  charm  and  un¬ 
bounded  joie  de  vivre. 

"I’ve  had  a  hell  of  a  good  life,"  he  says 
with  a  delighted  chuckle. 

If  fate  dealt  Sutter  a  recent  blow  in  the 
form  of  throat  cancer  (he  was  a  heavy 
smoker  for  years),  it  hasn’t  altered  his 
perspective  much.  In  fact,  it’s  hard  to 
imagine  anything  that  could  disarm  "his 
wonderful  enthusiasm,  his  genuine  interest 
and  curiosity  about  people  and  his  willing¬ 
ness  to  help  others,"  as  his  longtime  friend 
and  crew  Dave  Beatty  puts  it.  Having  known 
Sutter  ourselves  for  the  better  part  of  20 
years,  we’d  have  to  concur. 

C 

v_/elling  his  business  and  retiring  took 
five  years  longer  than  he  anticipated,  but  in 
1984,  at  the  age  of  60,  Sutter  finally  headed 
out  the  Gate  aboard  his  37-foot,  Tom  Wylie- 
designed  sloop  Wild  Spirit  and  turned  left. 

His  original  timetable  called  for  his  return 
in  three  years,  but  he  was  having  too  much 
fun  and  the  cruise  just  kept  going.  He 
became  a  regular  visitor  to  such  exotic 
locales  as  Tonga,  Fiji,  French  Polynesia, 


W e  caught  up  with  Peter  and  his  part¬ 
ner,  Christine  El  Berins,  on  a  recent  rainy 
winter  day  in  Sausalito.  Although  his  step 
was  still  lively,  Peter  had  shed  several 
pounds  from  an  already  lean  frame,  which 
made  him  look  distressingly  thin.  The  throat 
problems  have  made  eating  difficult,  al¬ 
though  recent  laser  treatments  have  eased 
the  discomfort.  But  the  blue  eyes  still  twinkle 
under  those  thick,  hooded  eyebrows  and  the 
smile  is  still  quick  and  genuine.  Reclining  in 
an  easy  chair  and  sipping  some  tea,  Peter 
reviewed  the  most  recent  portion  of  his  cruis¬ 
ing  adventures. 

Joined  by  Christine,  whom  Peter  met  in 
Brisbane  in  1989,  he  took  a  long  jog  across 
the  Pacific  to  the  Marquesas  in  1992.  Where- 


COMES  HOME 


At  one  point,  Christine’s  daughter  Leila 
joined  Wild  Spirit  as  Peter  and  Christine 
island  hopped  their  way  down  the  Milk  Run, 
dropping  anchor  at  the  Tuomotos,  Tahiti, 
Moorea,  Bora  Bora,  Samoa,  Tonga  and 
eventually  New  Zealand.  In  another  devia¬ 
tion  from  his  original  tour,  Peter  spent  less 
time  working  on  various  projects  with  the 
islanders  and  just  enjoyed  the  laid-back 
lifestyle.  He  also  noticed  that  Wild  Spirit  had 
gone  from  being  an  average  size  cruising 
boat  to  a  smallish  one,  and  that  the  cruisers 
themselves  tended  to  mingle  less  this  time 
around.  "Maybe  it  was  just  me,"  he  adds  with 
a  shrug. 

Peter’s  visit  to  New  Zealand  was  his  third, 
and  he  covered  some  900  miles  of  coastal 
water  in  six  months.  "The  sailing  there  is 


As  much  as  he  liked  New  Zealand,  Peter’s 
favorite  stop  was  Fiji,  which  is  where  he  and 
Christine  headed  next.  It  was  Peter’s  sixth 
visit.  "Some  people  say  the  Tongans  are  the 
friendliest  people,"  Peter  says,  "but  to  me  it’s 
the  Fijians.  We  made  lots  of  good  friends  in 
Fiji." 

At  Vanuatu,  west  of  Fiji,  Wild  Spirit 
became  the  first  yacht  in  two  years  to  explore 
the  west  coast  of  the  island  of  Espiritu  Santu. 
There  Peter  found  many  canoes,  just  as  he 
had  all  over  the  Pacific.  The  Vanuatuan 
versions  were  all  handmade  and  relied  on 
2  paddle  or  sail  for  power.  "In  some  places 
t  they’d  have  a  sail  that  someone  made  them," 
£  P e^er  says,  "but  in  most  cases  they  used  palm 
fronds  for  sails.  They  had  a  great  jiffy  reef 
system:  if  it  was  blowing  too  hard,  they  just 
threw  one  palm  frond  overboard!" 

Local  customs  also  intrigued  the  Ameri¬ 
cans.  The  pumice  soil  was  very  dusty,  which 


Spread,  beating  down  the  west  coast  of  Espiritu 
Santo.  Inset  left,  Christine  and  Peter  in  a  cele¬ 
bratory  mood.  Top,  ‘Wild  Spirit  off  Port  Vila. 

fantastic,"  he  says.  "You  don’t  have  to  go 
more  than  10  miles  and  you’re  in  a  great 
anchorage  with  good  protection.  There’s 
always  wind  and  you  can  swim  if  you  want." 


Peter  was  also  amazed  at  how  many  of 
his  fellow  cruisers  who  also  started  in  1984 
had  stayed  in  Kiwi  land.  "A  lot  of  them  have 
become  citizens  or  resident  aliens,"  he  notes. 
"They  just  love  it  there.  Life  is  easy,  living  is 
cheap  and  there’s  a  favorable  dollar 
exchange  rate." 


made  it  hard  to  keep  things  clean.  So  the 
Christianized  Vanuatuans  were  constantly 
washing  their  clothes,  sometimes  two  or 
three  times  a  day.  Many  others  retained  the 
traditional  customs  and  simply  went  naked 
or  wore  a  modest  grass  skirt  which  could  be 
discarded  at  the  end  of  the  day.  "It  makes 
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PETER  SUTTER 
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you  think  twice  about  the  value  of  religion!" 
laughs  Peter. 

In  November,  1994,  Peter  and  Christine 
holed  up  in  Port  Vila,  the  capitol  of  Vanuatu, 
as  the  first  cyclone  of  the  season  hit.  They 
had  a  hard  time  deciding  whether  they 
should  head  for  Australia  or  New  Zealand  for 
the  duration  of  the  cyclone  season.  Peter,  a 
longtime  ham  radio  enthusiast,  kept  telling 
people  a  different  story  until  finally  the 
cruisers  on  the  ham  net  started  a  lottery 
about  where  Wild  Spirit  would  go! 

^\ustralia  eventually  prevailed.  On  the 
way,  Wild  Spirit  stopped  in  at  Huon  Reef  in 
the  Coral  Sea  just  at  the  time  the  booby 
birds,  petrels,  turtles  apd  other  wildlife  were 
coming  ashore  to  lay  their  eggs.  Peter  and 
Christine  were  eager  to  see  this  natural 
wonder. 

An  incident  that  occurred  there  amazed 
him  even  more  than  watching  the  turtles 
come  ashore  in  the  moonlight.  He  holds  it  up 
as  an  indicator  of  how  things  are  changing  in 
the  world  of  cruising. 

For  Sutter,  caution  has  always  been  the 
guiding  principal  at  sea.  In  1 1  years,  through 
all  kinds  of  weather,  he  says  he’s  never  had 
a  real  problem,  a  statistic  he  credits  to  always 
staying  on  the  safe  side. 

Approaching  Huon  Reef  was  a  case  in 
point.  He  arranged  the  passage  so  Wild 
Spirit  arrived  in  the  morning  with  the  sun 
behind  them.  He  followed  the  GPS  coordi¬ 
nates  he’d  been  given  until  they  entered  the 


Along  with  everything  else,  Sutter  is  a  pie  maker 
of  wide  reknown. 


lagoon,  at  which  point  Peter  went  up  the 
mast  and  conned  Christine  through  the  reefs 
and  coral  heads,  many  of  which  mushroom 
up  from  the  bottom  and  are  as  large  as  a  big¬ 
rig  truck. 

After  anchoring,  Peter  and  Christine  went 
to  bed  early,  in  anticipation  of  rising  the  next 
morning  at  3  a.m.  to  see  the  turtles  come 
ashore.  Soon  after  they  shoved  off  in  the 
dinghy,  Peter  realized  he  had  forgotten  to 
leave  the  anchor  light  on.  Since  there  was  no 
one  else  in  the  lagoon  when  they’d  gone  to 
sleep,  Peter  didn’t  think  it  was  a  problem, 
but  he  peered  back  into  the  dark  to  see  if  he 
could  spot  his  boat.  To  his  amazement,  he 
saw  anchor  lights  shining  from  two  other 
boats.  "I  couldn’t  believe  they  had  come  into 


that  place  in  the  dark!"  he  says. 

After  sunup,  Peter  visited  the  newcomers, 
Aussies  who  had  come  in  on  a  55-ft  ketch 
and  a  44-ft  sloop.  He  asked  how  they’d  got¬ 
ten  in  after  dark  and  they  cheerfully 
explained  that  they  had  just  followed  their 


One  of  Peter's  favorite  pastimes  is  taking 
islanders  for  sails  around  the  lagoon  aboard 
'Wild  Spirit. _ 

GPS  waypoints  all  the  way  and  anchored  at 
2  a.m.  Peter  expressed  his  astonishment  at 
their  luck  and  wondered  aloud  if  they  were 
using  the  same  datum  base  as  those  who  had 
given  them  the  coordinates.  "What  datum 
base?"  the  Aussies  asked  innocently.  If  Peter 
had  been  smoking  the  pipe  he  used  to  like  so 
much,  he  probably  would  have  bitten  it  in 
two. 

"In  the  days  of  the  sextant,  we  were  so 
cautious!"  he  exclaims.  "Now  there’s  no 
place  you  can’t  visit  with  the  push  of  a  few 
buttons.  But  that  lagoon  was  full  of  coral 
heads.  Basically  they  came  in  because  they 


didn’t  want  or  didn’t  know  how  to  heave  to 
and  spend  the  night  at  sea.  That’s  a  pity 
because  it’s  so  simple  and  pleasant,  especial¬ 
ly  in  nice  conditions." 


"They  had  a  great  jiffy  reef  system: 
if  it  was  blowing  too  hard ,  they  just  threw 
one  palm  frond  overboard!" 


COMES  HOME 


Pago  in  December  and  arranged  for  Wild 
Spirit  to  be  shipped  home  on  a  freighter. 
She’s  due  to  arrive  here  in  mid-February. 


£ 

s 


> 
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Lfter  six  months  in  Australia,  during 
which  Peter  and  Christine  overhauled  Wild 
Spirit  and  spent  considerable  time  touring 
the  country  by  VW  bus,  they  decided  to  head 
back  to  California.  In  New  Zealand,  Peter 
had  taken  a  course  in  building  lapstrake 
dinghies  and  wanted  to  put  one  together 
here  in  Sausalito.  He  also  had  plans  to  write 
a  book  about  the  lessons  he’s  learned 
sailing.  "I  don’t  want  it  to  be  a  travel  book," 
he  says.  "There  are  already  too  many  of 
those.  I  just  want  to  do  something  that  will 
be  fun  to  read  and  a  little  educational,  too." 

A  third  reason  was  the  bad  news  about 
his  throat  he’d  been  given  by  French  doctors 
in  New  Caledonia.  "They  told  me  I  was  in 
deep  doodoo  and  wanted  to  operate,"  he 
recalls.  "I  figured  it  was  worth  flying  home 
and  getting  a  second  opinion  from  my  own 
doctors  here." 

Before  returning,  Peter  toyed  with  the 
idea  of  selling  Wild  Spirit.  A  potential  buyer 
even  flew  all  the  way  to  Noumea  to  see  the 
boat  and  offered  full  price  for  her,  but  Peter 
just  couldn’t  do  it. 

After  an  operation  to  remove  the  tumor  in 
his  throat,  Sutter  recuperated  for  a  time  in 
Sausalito.  But  he  missed  the  boat  and  fig¬ 


ured  he’d  probably  be  more  comfortable 
aboard,  so  he  flew  back  down  to  the  South 
Pacific.  Last  November,  he  sailed  the  boat  to 


Above,  Sutter  makes  a  point.  Below,  scene  from 
the  wayback  machine  as  Sutter's  33-ft  ' Spirit 
sprints  for  the  Golden  Gate  before  a  full  gale. 
Wind  instruments  at  Point  Reyes  recorded  75 
mph  during  the  wild  1975  trip. _ 

Peter  has  few  regrets.  He’s  really  glad  he  got 
to  spend  as  much  time  cruising  as  he  did, 
and  doesn’t  feel  he  missed  anything  by  not 
circumnavigating.  "I  really  love  the  warm 
water  of  the  Pacific  and  the  people,"  he  says. 

He’s  also  learned  a  thing  or  two  about 
how  to  make  the  cruising  life  work  that  bear 
repeating. 


Fiji  where  he  started  having  troubles  again. 
He  finally  made  the  decision  to  come  home 
for  good.  Christine  sailed  the  boat  to  Pago 


Take  relationships.  No  matter  how  you 
look  at  it,  cruising  is  hard  on  them.  When 
you  live  with  someone  in  a  small  space  24 
hours  a  day,  the  tensions  build  up.  "It’s  a 
give  and  take  thing,"  says  Peter.  "I 


was 
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SUTTER  COMES  HOME 
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reading  an  advice  column  about  toilet  seats 
the  other  day,  and  it  reminded  me  of  the  rule 
aboard  Wild  Spirit,  which  is  that  guys  have 
to  sit  down  in  the  head  whether  they’re 
going  #1  or  #2.  Makes  things  a  lot  easier  to 
keep  clean.  Men  have  to  cook,  too,  and 
they’d  better  take  their  turn." 

Peter  also  admonishes  men  to  take  the 
time  to  instruct  their  partners  well.  "Teach 
her  everything  you  can  and  trust  in  her  abil¬ 
ities,"  he  says.  "Women  need  to  know  how  to 
reef,  how  to  set  an  anchor,  how  to  navigate, 
how  to  trim  the  sails  —  the  whole  damn 
business.  And  don’t  yell." 

Another  bothersome  issue  is  depression, 
which  can  hit  even  when  you’re  sailing  in 
paradise.  At  those  times,  Peter  likes  to  reflect 
on  an  article  written  by  Robert  Pirsig,  author 
of  Zen  and  the  Art  of  Motorcycle  Mainten¬ 
ance.  The  piece  was  called  "Cruising  Blues 
and  Their  Cure,"  which  appeared  in  the  May, 
1977,  issue  of  Esquire.  "Pirsig  basically  said 
that  no  matter  how  good  things  are,  some¬ 
times  you  get  depressed,"  observes  Sutter. 
"The  best  thing  you  can  do  is  just  let  it  be. 


'I've  had  a  hell  of  a  good  life,"  says  Sutter. 


Eventually  the  cloud  will  lift  and  leave  you 
feeling  very  positive." 

Finally,  Peter  says  that  things  break  on  a 
cruising  sailboat.  It  just  goes  with  the  terri¬ 
tory.  You  need  to  resign  yourself  to  the  idea 
that  you’re  going  to  have  to  fix  just  about 
everything  on  the  boat  at  some  point.  Peter 
prefers  to  do  it  right  away,  which  he  says  has 
always  worked  out  well. 

P erhaps  all  of  these  points  bear  a  little 
more  weight  given  the  next  leg  of  Sutter’s  life 
journey.  He’s  set  about  fixing  what  ails  him 
and  he’s  not  letting  the  gravity  of  his  health 
situation  get  him  down  too  much.  He’s  also 
built  a  caring  and  trusting  relationship  with 
Christine,  which  helps  him  navigate  the 
choppy  waters  in  which  he’s  found  himself. 
For  the  rest  of  us,  his  charm  and  infectious 
good  nature  continue  to  engage  our  lives 
and  rejuvenate  our  own  dreams.  We  wish 
him  the  best  for  a  speedy  recovery. 

—  shimon  van  collie 


Tropical,  Unspoiled,  Communist 


Latitude  38  is  planning  to  take  Big  O  to  Cuba  from  May 
26  to  June  10  for  journalistic  and  humanitarian  purposes. 
As  such,  it  may  be  possible  to  have  the  visit  approved  by 
the  United  States  government. 

If  we  can't  get  approval,  we're  going  anyway.  It's  not  il¬ 
legal  to  travel  to  Cuba,  although  paying  for  transportation 
to  Cuba  and/or  spending  money 
while  in  Cuba  is  considered  "Trad¬ 
ing  With  the  Enemy"  —  and  is 
against  the  law. 

Our  plan  is  to  leave  for  the 

south  coast  of  Cuba  from  Jamaica,  cruise  the  unspoiled 
southern  coast  of  Cuba,  then  head  to  either  Isla  Mujeres, 
Mexico  or  Key  West,  Florida.  We  don't  necessarily  plan  on 
stopping  at  Havana. 

Only  the  most  adventurous  people  will  be  considered 
for  this  trip,  meaning  you  can't  complain  if  you  find  your¬ 
self  fined  or  arrested  by  the  U.S.  and/or  Cuban  governments 
—  although  the  latter  has  the  welcome  mat  out  for  all  for¬ 
eign  visitors. 


The  cost  of  the  trip  is  $2,000  per  person,  but  does  not  in¬ 
clude  transportation  to  and  from  Jamaica  and  Isla  Mujeres 
or  Key  West.  The  price  would  include  food  and  beverages 
—  as  well  as  the  possibility  of  being  seasick,  miserable,  ship¬ 
wrecked  and  other  nautical  fun.  As  stated  above,  we  can  only 
charge  for  the  trip  if  it  gets  approved  by  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment.  If  it  doesn't  get  approved,  we  can't  charge. 

Persons  with  strong  political  feelings  regarding 
Cuban-American  relations  need  not  apply.  We're 
going  to  Cuba  to  meet  people  on  a  person-to- 
person  basis.  Big  O  always  sails  with  a 
mixed  crew,  so  women  are  encour- 
EL  aged  to  apply. 

If  you  have  the  money,  and 
if  you  have  a  burning  desire  to 
see  Cuba  before  it  becomes  an¬ 
other  resort,  call  Richard  at  (415)  383-8200  Ext  111.  If  you're 
not  sure  if  you  want  to  go  and/or  have  a  million  questions, 
please  don't  call. 

—  Thanks. 
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Get  Broad  Homeowner  Protection 

“Your  Quartermaster  coverage 
is  wonderful.  It  was  a  pleasant 
surprise  to  team  that  you  covered 
the  loss  of  valuable  jewelry  stolen 
from  us  in  a  hotel  room" 

Lila  and  Ken  Draper,  Seattle, 

WA 

YACHT  INSURANCE 
EXCLUSIVELY  FOR 
LIVEABOARDS 

Only  the  Quartermaster® 

Liveaboard  Yacht  Policy  - 
a  policy  designed  by  live- 
aboards  for  liveaboards  - 
combines  the  comprehen¬ 
sive  coverage  and  features  of  a  standard  yacht  policy  with 
broad  homeowner  protection,  including: 

•  Comprehensive  Personal  Liability 

•  Personal  Property  Coverage  including  property  in  storage 

•  Loss  of  Use  Protection 

•  Countrywide  network  of  claim  adjusters  &  surveyors 

For  more  information  call 

1-800-869-2248 
or  206-447-0489 


Offered  through 


Q^cordia. 

Acordia/Pettit-Morry 
520  Pike  Street  20th  Floor 
Seattle,  WA  98101-4095 


Do  Your  Own  Sails  &  Canvas 
O  NEW  1995  Sailrite  Catalog 

Hundreds  of  new  products,  helpful 
information,  competitive  prices. 

Call  now  for  your  FREE  copy 

1-800-348-2769 
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Sails  /  Kits  /  Fabrics  /  Sailmaker's  Hardware 
Rigging  Supplies  /  Tools  /  Instructions 
Sewing  Machines  &  Supplies.... 

Sailrite 

305  W  VanBuren  St.,  Columbia  City,  IN  46725 
Ph  219-244-6715  •  Fax  219-244-4184  •  Tollfree  800-348-2769 
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Custom  Plastic  Fabrications 

I 

High  and  Low  Density  Polyethylene 
I  I  HDPE • LDPE 

1  Wsmmrn.  I  f: 

Premium  Marine  Grade  Epoxy  System 

I*  l  *  >  \  ; 

Epoxy  and  Polyester  Resins 

.  .  !  \ 

: 

Fiberglass  Fabric  and  Fillers 
•  Kevlar®  •  Knytex™  •  BaltekMat 
•  Unidirectional  Graphite 
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Think  Plastic... 
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Vinyl  Graphics  ‘  Lettering 

Call  Us. . .  Our  Sales  Staff  Is 
Knowledgeable  &  Professional! 

y  '  / 

TAP  Plastics  Inc 

Cupertino  •  10151  S.  De  Anza  Blvd . (408)  252-8600 

Dublin  *7176  Regional  St . (510)  828-7744 

El  Cerrito  •  10760  San  Pablo  Ave . (510)  525-3508 

Fremont  •  5160  Mowry  Ave . (510)  796-3550 

Mountain  View  •  312  Castro  St . (415)  962-8430 

Pittsburg  •  4225  Century  Blvd . (510)  778-1223 

Pleasant  Hill  •  1478  Contra  Costa  Blvd . (510)  798-0420 

Sacramento  •  4538  Auburn  Blvd . (916)  481-7584 

Sacramento  •  4506  Florin  Rd . (916)  429-9551 

San  Francisco  •  154  S.  Van  Ness  Ave . (415)  864-7360 

San  Jose  •  1212  The  Alameda . (408)  292-8685 

San  Jose  •  1008  Blossom  Hill  Rd . (408)  265-6400 

San  Leandro  •  301 1  Alvarado  St . (510)  357-3755 

San  Mateo  •  606  South  B  St . (415)  344-7127 


San  Rafael  •  900  Andersen  Dr . (415)  454-6393 

Santa  Rosa  •  2770  Santa  Rosa  Ave  (707)  544-5772 

Stockton  •  5757  Pacific  Avenue .  (209)  957-2036 

Portland,  OR  •  3818  SE  Powell . (503)  230-0770 

Tigard,  OR  •  15230  SW  Sequoia  ...  (503)  620-4960 

YES!  You  Can  Do-It-Yourself 
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CORINTHIAN  MIDWINTERS 


"I 

It  was  the  best  midwinters  we’ve  had 
in  all  the  years  I’ve  worked  here!"  enthused 
longtime  Corinthian  YC  bartender  Andy 
Laura,  a  man  with  his  finger  firmly  planted 
on  the  yachting  pulse.  "We  broke  the  house 
record  for  the  number  of  drinks  sold  during 
any  regatta  we’ve  ever  held!" 

While  that  may  be  the  most  concrete 
measure  of  the  weekend’s  success,  the  sail¬ 
ing  turned  out  to  be  surprisingly  good,  too. 
Thanks  to  a  fortuitous  break  in  an  otherwise 
wet  and  nasty  weather  pattern,  the  125-boat 
fleet  (out  of  a  record  151  paid  entries)  got  in 
two  decent,  and  quite  different,  races.  On 
Saturday,  they  were  sent  to  the  Cityfront  in 
a  chilly  and  shifty  southerly,  with  big  boats 
using  Blossom  Rock  as  their  weather  mark 
and  little  ones  going  to  Fort  Mason.  Re¬ 
entering  Raccoon  Strait  was  tricky, 5  as  a 
raging  5+  knot  ebb  against  the  gusty  south¬ 
erly  turned  the  normally  placid  waters  into  a 
miniature  version  of  the  Potato  Patch.  Plenty 
of  boats  flamed  out,  with  the  blue  C&C  33 
Venture  winning  'best  broach'  for  their 
crowd-pleasing,  protracted  round-down  to 
within  inches  of  Point  Stuart. 

Shoreside,  the  masses  were  treated  to  two 
kegs  of  beer  courtesy  of  Pineapple  Sails,  a 
$10  pasta  feed,  and  the  superb  music  of  the 
Annie  Sampson  Band.  In  a  case  of  perfect 
timing,  the  next  storm  front  blew  through 
that  night,  leaving  in  its  wake  a  beautiful, 
crisp  midwinter  day  on  Sunday.  After  an 
hour-long  postponement,  the  fleet  went  off 
in  a  westerly  on  a  short  race  up  to  Yellow 
Bluff  and  back,  by  way  of  Harding  Rock. 

Many  aspects  of  the  fun-filled  weekend 
were  new  this  year:  the  entry  fee  was  actual¬ 
ly  lowered  ($30);  one  design  was  emphas¬ 
ized  more  than  before  (six  classes  took  the 
bait,  including  the  first-ever  gathering  of 
Holder  20s  on  the  Bay);  the  more  equitable 
time-on-time  handicap  system  was  used 
instead  of  time-on-distance;  a  shoreside 
postponement  was  written  into  the  Sailing 
Instructions  (but  not  used);  and  a  yacht  club 
team  trophy  was  offered.  The  latter  involved 
three-boat  teams  sailing  in  different  divisions 
for  the  glory  of  their  club  (officials  are  invest¬ 
igating  the  legitimacy  of  the  'BARF'  team). 

Weekend  winners  appear  on  page  120. 
The  second  half  of  the  series  will  occur  on 
February  17-18,  and  there’s  always  room  for 
more  boats  ($20  entry  fee  for  the  second 
weekend  only).  Perfect  weather  has  been 
ordered  again,  and  more  great  music  (Nick 
Gravenites  and  Animal  Mind)  is  lined  up  for 
the  Saturday  night  party. 

—  latitude/rkm 


Clockwise  from  upper  left  —  ' Blitzkrieg ' 
running  at  full  throttle;  hanging  out  in  the 
cockpit  of  'Sea  Ghost;  the  raft-up  survived 
unscathed  despite  50-knot  gusts  on  Saturday 
evening;  gathering  the  nylon  on  'Re-Quest; 
'Amante',  a  David  among  Goliaths.  All  photos! jr. 
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WEEKEND  AT  THE  WHITE  HOUSE 
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CORINTHIAN  MIDWINTER  ACTION  (clockwise  from  above):  A  pair  of  Ranger  23s,  'Tutto  Benne'  and 
'Impossible'  round  the  last  mark  and  head  for  the  finish;  a  'Bliss'-ful  spinnaker  run  with  all  hands  aft; 
Bruce  Nesbit  driving  his  'Razzberries';  weekend  class  winners  'Re-Quest  and  'Emerald'  re-enter 
Raccoon  Strait  together;  a  gaggle  of  multihulls  blasts  off  the  starting  line;  'Starkite'  about  to  get  rolled 
by  'Bodacious';  CYC  Commodore  Anthony  Fisher's  'Blew-By-You'  heads  for  the  barn.  All  photos/ jr. 
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CYC  MIDWINTERS 


PHRF I  (0-90)  —  1 )  Re-Quest,  Express  37,  Glenn 
Isaacson,  2.75  points;  2)  Blue  Dog,  Ed  Sporl/Tim 
Wells,  5.75;  3)  Fever,  J/35,  Barry  Danieli/Tim 
Russell,  7;  4)  (tie)  Bliss,  Express  37,  Mike  Grisham, 
9  and  Bodacious,  Farr  40,  John  Clauser,  9.  (14 
boats) 

PHRF  II  (91-126)  —  1)  Mischief,  Soverel  33,  Bill 
Moore,  1.5  points;  2)  Petard,  Farr  36,  Keith  Buck,  4; 
3)  Fire  Drill,  Tartan  Ten,  Lambert  Thom,  8;  4)  Razz- 
berries,  Olson  34,  Bruce  &  Lina  Nesbit.  (12  boats) 
PHRF  III  (127-149)  —  1)  Outta  Sight,  Laser  28, 
Ken  Andersen,  3.75  points;  2)  Mintaka,  C&C  36, 
Gerry  Brown,  4;  3)  Blue  Max,  Dehler  34,  Jim  & 
Qiana  Freeland,  5.75.  (9  boats) 

PHRF  IV  (1 50-1 86)  —  1 )  Sorcerer,  C&C  31 ,  Greg 
Cody,  7  points;  2)  Another  White  Boat,  J/24, 
George  Peck,  8.75;  3)  Animal  Farm,  Wylie  28,  Hans 
&  Susan  Bigall,  9;  4)  Summertime  Dream,  Schum¬ 
acher  26,  Kyle  Thomas,  9.75.  (13  boats) 

PHRF  V  (187-up)  —  1 )  Amante,  Rhodes  1 9,  Kirk 
Smith,  4  points;  2)  (tie)  Dulcenea,  Coronado  27, 
John  Slivka,  and  Faraway,  O’Day  27,  Jim  Mueller, 
4.75.  (10  boats) 

NON-SPINNAKER  I  (0-1 56)  —  1 )  Bacarat,  Peter¬ 
son  34,  David  Reed,  2.75  points;  2)  Beowulf,  Swan 
51,  Beowulf  Partners,  5.75;  3)  Smogen  III,  Custom 
36,  Julie  Le  Vicki,  6.  (8  boats) 

NON-SPINNAKER  11(1 57-up)  —  1 )  Impetus,  San 
Juan  30,  Francis  Hevern,  2.75  points;  2)  (tie) 
Roeboat,  Catalina  30,  Rod  Decker,  and  Aolele  IV, 


The  first  half  of  the  CYC  Midwinters  is  a  wrap! 
Tune  in  next  month  to  see  if  the  series'  good 
fortune  holds,  and  to  find  out  who  won  overall. 


Cal  20,  Julian  Barnett,  6.  (9  boats) 

SHORTHANDED  —  1 )  Emerald,  Yankee  30,  Pet¬ 
er  Jones,  1 .5  points;  2)  Fast  Lucy,  Nonsuch  36,  Mai 
Jendresen,  4;  3)  Thundershark,  Peterson  30,  Tom 
Van  Dyke,  7.  (7  boats) 

MULTIHULLS  —  1)  E-2,  Tornado,  Bill  Erkelens, 


Sr.,  1.5  points;  2)  Indigo,  Dragonfly,  Mike  Taylor,  7; 
3)  (tie)  Erin,  Antrim  30+,  Dan  Buhler,  and  Pegasus, 
F-27,  Andrew  Pitcairn,  8.  (7  boats) 

ETCHELLS—  1 )  Catch  22,  Hager/Fulweiler,  3.75 
points;  2)  Wild  Woman,  Kers  Clausen,  4;  3)  Lord 
Wallah  Banjo,  Jeff  Nehms,  4.75.  (7  boats) 

EXPRESS  27  —  1 )  Graeagle,  George  Koch,  2.75 
points;  2)  Sonita,  Craig  Page/Bill  Melbostad,  4.75. 
(5  boats) 

MOORE  24  —  1)  (tie)  Mercedes,  Joel  Verutti, 
and  Frenzy,  Lon  Woodrum,  3.75  points;  3)  Cond- 
cocheague,  John  Collins,  4.  (7  boats) 

OLSON  25—1)  Passing  Wind,  Torsney/Dobie, 
1 .5  points;  2)  Alzora,  Rex  Malott,  4;  3)  Vivace,  Bill 
Riess,  7.  (7  boats) 

HOLDER  20  —  1)  Confederacy  of  Dunces, 
Spooge  Syndicate,  1 .5  points;  2)  Shareholder,  Gary 
Albright,  4.  (5  boats) 

KNARR  —  1)  Huldra,  Jim  Skaar,  1.5  points;  2) 
Gannet,  Bob  Thalman,  4.  (5  boats) 

TEAM  TROPHY  —  1 )  'Spur  of  the  Moment',  aka 
SFYC-1  ( Amante ,  Mischief,  Re-Quest ),  5.701  points; 
2)  Bay  Area  Racing  Federation,  aka  'BARF'  {Con¬ 
federacy  of  Dunces,  Summertime  Dream,  Condcoch- 
eague),  5.099;  3)  'Lonely  Guys',  aka  Single- 
handed  SS  {Emerald,  Dulcenea,  Harp),  4.523;  4) 
'Team  Bubba',  aka  TYC-Green  ( Limelight ,  Animal 
Farm,  Frenzy ),  4.337;  5)  'Corinthian  Spirit',  aka 
CYC-2  {Sea  Ghost,  Huldra,  Abigail  Morgan),  4.175. 
(9  teams) 


—WINTER  SPECIAL - 

STANDING 
RIGGING 
REPLACEMENT 

OS  Turnbuckles  from  Nicro 

316  Grade  Stainless 
Standing  Rigging 

Dyform  1x19 

Specials  on  Norseman  Fittings 

•  Rigging  replacement  without  pulling  the  mast. 

•  Service  at  your  dock  or  ours. 

•  Save  money  and  save  your  rig  for  years  to 
come. 

CALL  FOR  YOUR  ESTIMATE  TODAY 


HANSEN  RIGGING 

2307  Blanding,  Suite  H,  Alameda,  CA  94501 

_ (5 1 0)  52 1  -7027 _ 


The  Fourwinds  II  —  A  Relentless  Pursuit  Of 
Perfection  —  Everything  Perfect  Must  Excel  Its  Kind 

The  Fourwinds  II  leading  the  way.  One  component  after  another  more 
reliable,  more  efficient,  longer  lasting.  Advanced  marine  materials  of 
fiberglass,  stainless  steel,  aluminum,  delrin,  lexan,  AwIGrip  and  an¬ 
odizing,  combining  for  enduring  integration.  Starts  charging  at  four 
knots,  in  10  to  15  knots  140  to  200+  amp-hours/day.  Stainless  steel 
centrifugal  Air  Brake  protects  generator  from  burnout  and  high  winds. 
Leave  unattended  with  confidence.  Five  standard  installation  possi¬ 
bilities,  plus  custom  mounts.  Comprehensive  installation  and  refer¬ 
ence  manual.  Three-year  warranty  longest  in  the  industry.  Check  SS- 
CA’s  most  recent  marine  equipment  survey.  The  Fourwinds  II  can 
solve  your  energy  problems.  Your  comforts  deserve  the  best.  De¬ 
signed  by  marine  electrical  engineers,  30,000  miles  under  sail.  Cata¬ 
log  upon  request. 

Everfair  Enterprises,  Inc.  ‘  ' 

2520  N.W.  16th  Lane,  #5 
Pompano  Beach,  FL  33064 
954-968-7358 
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Yacht  Racing  Association 


(415)  771-9500 


Fort  Mason  Center  San  Francisco,  California  941 23 


1996  ENTRY  FORM 


This  form  must  be  completed  for  any  yacht  which  intends  to  sail  in  any  YRA  qualifying  race  during  1996. 


*  A  YRA  membership  is  required  for  entry. 

YRA  Member: 

□  Yes 

□  No 

Your  Name 

U.S.  Sailing  Member: 

□  Yes 

□  No 

Address 

U.S.  Sailinq  Number 

City 

State 

7in 

Telephone:  Home 

Office 

Fax:  E-Mail: 

Yacht  Club. 

Yacht  Name 

Class/Model 

Sail# 

Hull  Color 

Berthed 

□  YRA  membership  $35.00  -  includes  special  mailings. 

YRA  Member 

Non-U.S. 

Association 

U.S.  Sailing  Member 

Sailing  Member 

□  One  Design  Class  Association  (ODCA) 

$105.00 

$115.00 

□  Wooden  Boat  Racing  Association  (WBRA) , 

$115.00** 

$125.00 

□  Handicap  Division  Association  (HDA) 

$115.00 

$125.00 

D  Ocean  Yacht  Racing  Association  (OYRA) 

$130.00 

$140.00 

Entrants  must  circle  one  of  the  following: 
PHRO  MORA  ASHS  CRUZ 

f 

□  HDA  &  ODCA 

$190.00 

$210.00 

□  ODCA  &  OYRA 

$200.00 

$220.00 

D  HDA & OYRA 

$200.00 

$220.00 

**  Entry  fee  includes  annual  membership  in  U.S.  Sailing 


SINGLE  RACES  YRA  MEMBER 

$25.00 

Vallejo  -  April  27-28  - 

Encinal  -  August  3-4  - - 

Any  Ocean  Race  - _  First  ocean  race  $25.00  -  All  others  $50.00 

*******RACe  ENTRIES  ARE  DUE  5PM  MONDAY  PRIOR  TO  THE  RACE******* 

NON  -  RACING  MEMBERSHIPS 

CONTRIBUTING  $150.00  (ALL  race  results  and  special  races) 

ASSOCIATE  $30.00  (Race  results  -  one  division/special  races) 

GREW  $1 0.00  (Receive  race  results  from  one  division) 


In  consideration  of  being  admitted  to  membership  in  the  Yacht  Racing  Association  of  San  Francisco  Bay  (YRA),  I  agree  to  abide  by  the  rules  of  the 
United  States  Sailing  Association  and  the  Sailing  instructions  of  the  YRA  and  the  regatta  sponsors.  I  warrant  that  I  have  received  the  Minimum 
Equipment  list  of  the  Associations  ip  which  I  have  entered  and  that  I  will  maintain  compliance  with  those  Minimum  requirements.  I  agree  to  hold 
harmless  the  officers,  agents  and  employees  of  the  YRA,  its  member  Associations  in  any  activity  to  which  this  entry  form  applies.  I  further  warrant 
that  I  have  not  relied  upon  any  of  the  above  named  entities  or  individuals  in  preparing  my  yacht  for  racing. 


YRA  OFFICE  USE  ONLY: 

ack  _ _  rating  - _  check# -  amt -  race  Inst.  - - 

February,  1996  •  •  Page  121 


SOUTH  SEAS 


v 

ailing  to  the  South  Pacific.  Who 
hasn’t  dreamed  of  doing  it  one  day?  And  for 
good  reason.  Having  cruised  these  waters  for 
going  on  three  years,  we  can  truthfully  say  it 
has  been  really  great  out  here.  However, 
almost  none  of  it  has  been  what  we  ex¬ 


ocean  from  the  Marqueses  to  New  Caledon¬ 
ia.  Most  potential  South  Pacific  cruisers 
know  the  good  news;  that  it’s  not  very  far 


fooled  by  the  generally  mellow  conditions 
south  of  Cabo.  The  South  Pacific  isn’t  like 
that,  so  be  sure  that  your  boat  and  gear  are 
in  good  shape  when  you  head  west. 

Most  folks  depart  from  Mexico  in  March, 
which  is  what  we  did  in  ’93.  Puerto  Vallarta 
is  as  good  a  jumping-off  spot  as  any,  with  a 
good  marina,  nearby  shopping  and  plenty  of 
restaurants  for  the  Cook’s  Night  Off.  Cabo 
also  works,  but  the  prices  are  higher,  and 
Zihuatanejo  is  not  as  good  for  provisioning. 

A  few  folks  depart  right  from  San  Diego 
or  San  Francisco,  and  that  works,  too.  It’s 
just  a  bit  farther  to  sail.  But  after  the  first 
couple  of  nights,  it’s  all  the  same. 

Don’t  worry  too  much  about  the  timing. 
The  Marqueses  almost  never  get  cyclones, 
but  few  people  depart  before  the  end  of 
February.  If  you  wait  too  long  you  will  have 
to  start  worrying  about  northern  hemisphere 
hurricanes  in  May  or  June,  but  you  want  to 
be  long  gone  by  then.  There  are  a  few  other 
variations  that  work,  like  Hawaii  and  then 
Tahiti,  but  we’ll  stick  with  the  main  program. 

The  classic  'Milk  Run'  takes  cruisers 
through  the  Marqueses  in  April,  the  Tuamo- 
tus  in  May,  Tahiti  and  the  Societies  in  June 
and  July,  then  to  Tonga  via  Rarotonga  and 
Niue,  or  the  more  northerly  path  via  Suvarov 
and  the  Samoas.  Some  cruisers  linger  in 
Tonga,  then  head  to  New  Zealand  when 
tropical  cyclones  begin  to  threaten  in 
November.  Others  spend  August  in  Tonga, 
press  on  to  Fiji  in  September  and  October, 
and  then  head  to  New  Zealand  or  Australia. 
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pected.  So  over  the  next  two  months,  we’re 
going  to  try  to  put  some  perspective  on  the 
area,  arid  offer  a  reality  check  to  those  of 
you  contemplating  such  a  cruise  sometime 
soon.  t 

First  of  all,  this  place  is  big,  I  mean  really, 
really  BIG.  We  pretty  much  expected  lots  of 
water  from  all  the  blue  on  the  map,  and  that 
part  was  right.  What  caught  us  by  surprise 
was  how  much  there  was  on  all  the  little  bits 
of  land.  Each  island,  each  bay,  each  lagoon 
has  something  different. 

The  stuff  that  dreams  are  made  of  is  all 
there,  though.  Palm  trees  waving  in  the 
warm  breezes,  deserted  white  sand  beaches 
surrounded  by  turquoise  water,  reefs  cov¬ 
ered  by  more  fish  than  any  aquarium.  There 
is  water  so  clear  that  you  can  see  the  bottom 
100  feet  below  —  and  the  big  fish  that  see 
you  will  come  up  and  peer  right  into  your 
mask. 

But  not  all  of  the  South  Pacific  is  like  that, 
and  not  all  of  it  is  quite  as  wonderful.  If  you 
dream  about  it,  though,  then  you’ve  really 
got  to  get  there  if  you  can.  The  bottom  line  is 
that  it  ain’t  easy,  and  you  can  save  a  pile  of 
time  and  money  if  you  don’t  go.  If  you  do, 
you  will  more  than  likely  feel  it  was  worth 
every  bit  of  sacrifice. 

The  Milk  Run 

The  most-often  visited  islands  of  the 
South  Pacific  fall  into  three  general  groups: 
French  Polynesia,  the  easternmost  group  of 
islands  made  up  of  the  Marqueses,  Tuamo- 
tus  and  Societies;  the  central  area  composed 
of  the  widely-scattered  islands  including  the 
Cooks,  Tonga,  Samoa  and  a  few  in  between; 
and  finally  the  largest  group,  the  Western 
South  Pacific  islands  of  Fiji,  Vanuatu,  the 
Solomons  and  New  Caledonia.  Each  area, 
and  indeed  each  of  the  hundreds  of  islands, 
has  its  own  special  character. 

It’s  a  lot  of  territory  to  cover  in  one 
season,  so  most  cruisers  break  it  up  into  at 
least  two  —  the  first  season  in  French  Poly¬ 
nesia  and  the  central  islands;  the  second  in 
the  western  islands.  Even  that  will  seem  like 
a  hurry  to  some.  There  are  a  bunch  of  folks 
like  Peter  Sutter  who  have  spent  five  years  at 
a  time  wandering  around  the  islands. 

We  are  also  talking  almost  3,500  miles  of 
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from  one  island  to  the  next.  A  simple  point 
many  of  them  forget  is  that  arriving  and 
leaving  involve  serious  ocean  passages.  It’s 
2,700  miles  from  PV  to  the  Marquesas,  and 
another  1 ,000  to  either  New  Zealand  or  Aus¬ 
tralia.  If  you  don’t  enjoy  sailing,  it  could 
seriously  impact  your  enjoyment  of  the 
South  Pacific. 

Preparation  and  Departure 

There’s  always  a  lot  involved  in  readying 
a  boat  for  an  extended  cruise.  But  the  thing 
that  really  sticks  out  in  our  minds  is  that  most 
of  the  boats  back  home  getting  ready  to 
leave  are  already  better  prepared  than  most 
of  the  boats  that  have  left.  It’s  a  bit  of  a 
contradiction,  but  what  I  think  it  means  is 
that,  beyond  the  basics,  you  shouldn’t  let 
being  ready  get  in  the  way  of  leaving.  We’ve 
seen  plenty  of  folks  getting  way  too  carried 
away  with  the  getting-ready  process. 

The  one  thing  that  is  rarely  overdone  is 
experience.  It’s  quite  romantic  to  trade  the 
farm  for  a  boat,  step  aboard  and  sail  off  into 
the  sunset,  learning  to  sail  on  the  way.  The 
reality  is  that  the  ocean  can  be  a  scary  place. 
An  excellent  way  to  gain  ocean  experience 
—  as  well  as  cruise  more  comfortably  —  is  to 
break  the  cruise  into  manageable  steps. 

From  San  Francisco,  Mexico  is  the 
obvious  first  step.  Getting  to  Cabo  can  be  an 
adventure,  and  our  advice  is  to  leave  in  early 
November  before  the  winter  Southerlies  start 
setting  in.  If  you  have  a  good  weather  win¬ 
dow  then  go  for  it,  nonstop.  And  don’t  be 

The  water  is  so  clear  in  some  places,  you  can  see 
the  bottom  100  feet  below  the  boat. 


PRIMER 


'Heart  of  Cold1  anchored  in  the  Marquesas. 


This  is  also  when  the  homeward~bounders 
bail  out  to  head  north  for  Hawaii  and  home. 

The  Longest  Passage 

The  passage  from  North  America  may 
well  be  the  best  sailing  you  will  ever  do.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  you  are  unlucky  and  get 
plagued  by  light  winds  and  a  few  mega¬ 
squalls  in  the  Inter-Tropical  Convergence 
Zone,  it  could  wind  up  at  the  other  end  of 
your  'favorite  adventures'  list.  It  really  is  a 
'plan  for  the  worst,  hope  for  the  best'  sort  of 
passage.  In  addition  to  making  sure  the  boat 
is  ready,  you  should  watch  the  Northeast 
Pacific  weather  charts  for  a  stable  high,  as 
you  don’t  want  to  start  the  trip  by  beating 
into  Westerlies  off  the  bottom  of  an  end-of- 
winter  depression. 


If  you  plan  it  right,  the  leg  from  North 
America  to  the  ITCZ  will  be  lots  of  light-to- 
medium-air  running,  and  some  sort  of  spin¬ 
naker  will  be  a  rfeal  asset.  If  you  use  a 
cruising  spinnaker,  you’ll  want  to  pole  it  out. 
Better  yet  is  a  full-sized  spinnaker.  We  flew 
ours  for  six  days  running  without  touching  a 


sheet.  Fabulous  sailing. 

South  of  10°N,  you  have  to  start  watch¬ 
ing  for  the  ITCZ,  which  usually  lies  between 
5  and  7  degrees  north  latitude.  The  tropical 
weather  chart  from  NMC  (Coast  Guard  Point 
Reyes)  provides  good  information  on  the 
position  and  intensity  of  the  ITCZ.  There’s 
not  much  you  can  do  about  it,  as  things 
change  quite  a  bit  from  day  to  day,  but  it’s 
good  to  know  what  to  expect.  If  you  have 
radar,  you’ll  find  it  useful  for  spotting  squalls 
at  night.  The  bigger  the  green  blob,  the 
bigger  the  problem. 

Also  keep  your  eyes  open  for  the  random 
fishing  boat  around  the  equator,  usually  an 
Asian  long-liner.  It  is  unlikely  that  you  will 
get  tangled  in  their  gear,  but  don’t  discount 
the  possibility,  especially  if  the  prop  is 
turning.  The  middle  part  of  the  trip  will  also 
be  hot  and  sunny,  and  this  is  where  you  will 
appreciate  a  sun  awning  or  an  umbrella,  but 


it  doesn’t  need  to  be  fancy. 

In  terms  of  route,  you  want  to  sail  the 
great  circle  course  north  of  the  ITCZ,  then 
cut  across  the  ITCZ  on  a  more  southerly 
course  in  order  to  minimize  the  time  spent  in 
the  light  and  goofy  winds.  When  the  mythical 
Southeast  Trades  fill  in,  they  can  be  pretty 


far  south  depending  on  where  the  high  is,  so 
being  too  far  west  at  that  point  can  make  life 
uncomfortable. 

The  Marqueses 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  Mar¬ 
queses  certainly  has  to  be  the  scenery. 
Young  as  islands  go,  the  Marqueses  jump 
right  out  of  the  ocean,  with  dramatic  moun¬ 
tains  and  valleys.  The  islands  are  isolated 
even  from  the  rest  of  French  Polynesia,  and 
the  people  are  proud  and  independent. 

The  Marquesans  are  very  friendly,  but  it 
is  hard  to  get  to  know  them  very  well 
because  of  the  language  difference.  The 
basics  are  easy:  a  few  words  of  French,  a  bit 
of  English  and  lots  of  arm-waving  will  be 
readily  understood.  But  even  if  you  speak 
French  well,  most  of  the  locals  don’t,  as  it  is 
a  language  they  only  use  with  the  officials 
(talk  about  lack  of  motivation!).  A  few  speak 
English,  but  again  it’s  hard  to  get  past  the 
basics. 

Hiva  Oa  is  the  most  popular  landfall,  but 
it’s  a  small,  uncomfortable  harbor  and  will 
not  be  one  of  your  favorites.  The  alternative 
is  Taiohae  on  Nuku  Hiva,  a  wonderful  har¬ 
bor  and  generally  a  better  place  to  check  in. 
The  only  problem  is  that  the  rest  of  the  Mar¬ 
queses  are  pretty  much  to  windward.  One 
special  treat  in  Taiohae,  whenever  you  get 
there,  is  Rose’s  up  the  hill,  a  popular 
restaurant  and  yachtie  hangout.  There  is  a 
resort  at  the  bottom  the  hill  that  makes 
another  great  Cook’s  Night  Out. 


By  sea  or  by  air,  the  South  Pacific  is  unique. 


Fatu  Hiva  would  be  the  best  landfall,  as  it 
is  the  most  windward  of  the  islands,  but 
there  are  no,  gendarmes  so  you  can’t  stop 
there  first. 

Officials 

A  word  on  officialdom:  Your  landfall 
needs  to  be  in  one  of  the  ports  with  a 
gendarmarie,  where  you  will  check  in  and 
get  a  green  'boat  passport'.  The  boat 
passport  gets  stamped  by  the  gendarmes 
whenever  you  arrive  and  depart  a  port  with 
a  gendarmarie.  The  rules  are  easy,  and  the 
gendarmes  are  very  relaxed  and  easy  to  deal 
with  as  long  as  you  don’t  try  to  shortcut  the 
system. 


/ 
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You  will  also  be  asked  to  post  a  bond 
upon  arrival,  although  sometimes  the  gen¬ 
darmes  will  let  you  'wait  until  you  get  to 
Papeete.  Funds  deposited  with  one  of  the 
French  banks  in  the  Marqueses  will  likely  be 
converted  to  Francs,  and  you  may  gain  or 


although  we  did  see  some  wonderful  manta 
rays  at  Baie  d’  Anaho  on  the  north  side  of 
Nuku  Hiva,  a  lovely  spot.  (There  is  also  a 


(heaps!),  albeit  expensive  variety.  We  found 
that,  with  a  freezer  and  lots  of  fresh  fruit 
available,  we  rarely  dipped  into  the  canned 
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lose  a  bit  on  the  exchange.  We  used  Westpac 
in  Papeete,  and  they  held  the  funds  in  US 
dollars  and  allowed  us  to  use  a  credit  card. 
The  bond  is  the  equivalent  of  the  airfare  to 
the  nearest  airport  in  your  home  country, 
which  for  US  citizens  is  Honolulu. 

Local  Attractions 

The  three  most-often  heard  comments 
about  the  Marqueses  are  that  the  anchorages 
are  roily,  the  no-see-ums  are  everywhere, 
and  the  scenery  is  spectacular.  The  first  two 
are  exaggerations;  the  third  is  an  understate¬ 
ment.  The  only  folks  who  will  complain 
about  the  anchorages  are  those  who  have 
never  been  to  the  Channel  Islands,  and  the 
no-see-ums  only  seem  to  be  a  problem  on  a 
few  of  the  white-sand  beaches. 

The  things  that  are  most  special  about  the 
Marqueses  are  the  scenery,  some  ancient 
ruins,  and  the  wood  carvings.  All  of  the 
islands  are  beautiful,  tall,  rugged  and  green. 


"Our  visits  to  the  islands  have  looked  more  like 
dreams  that  realities wrote  Robert  Louis 
Stevenson  about  the  South  Pacific. 

part-time  restaurant  there,  and  you  could 
sometimes  buy  vegetables  and  lettuce). 

If  you  are  into  collecting,  the  tapa  and 
carvings  in  the  Marqueses  are  really  first- 
rate.  Fatu  Hiva  is  the  place  to  look  for  tapa, 
and  Tahuata  for  carvings.  Ask  around  for  the 
best  carvers.  You  will  see  similar  carvings  in 
Papeete  for  three  or  four  times  the  price,  so 
if  you  like  them,  don’t  wait. 

Provisioning 

Provisioning  everywhere  in  the  Mar¬ 
queses  is  pretty  limited,  with  just  a  few 
Chinese  stores  and  no  big  public  markets. 
But  the  local  people  do  eat  here,  as  you  will 
continually  rediscover  as  you  cross  the 
Pacific.  So  if  you’re  not  fussy  about  your 
favorite  brand,  you  needn’t  worry  about 
starving.  And  you’ll  begin  to  suspect  that  all 


supplies.  What  we  did  wish  we  had  more  of 
were  things  like  canned  tomatoes,  canned 
mushrooms  and  other  ingredients  of  our 
favorite  recipes. 

Local  fruits,  particularly  pamplemous 


The  bigger  the  green  blobf  the  bigger  the  problem. 


Ua  Pou  and  Fatu  Hiva  are  the  most  spectac¬ 
ular,  and  the  walk  to  the  waterfall  from 
Daniel’s  Bay  on  Nuku  Hiva  is  not  to  be 
missed. 

Conversely,  the  waters  of  the  Marquesas 
are  too  murky  for  satisfactory  diving, 


the  books  were  wrong  when  they  said  to 
depart  with  a  year’s  supply  of  canned  food. 

You  will  want  some  canned  goods, 
though,  and  our  advice  is  to  take  enough  to 
get  you  through  to  at  least  Papeete.  That  will 
be  the  first  stop  with  any  sort  of  variety 
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With  the  price  of  charts  constantly  on  the 
rise,  it  pays  to  be  selective  in  which  ones  you 
take.  The  US  charts  from  the  DMA  are  the 
least  expensive,  but  their  coverage  is  also  the 
least  complete.  Some  DMA  charts  are  recent 
copies  of  French  or  British  charts  at  a  lower 
price,  others  are  copies  of  older  editions,  and 
some  are  US  surveys  from  u?ay  back. 

In  most  cases  the  chart  datum  will  be 
something  other  than  WGS-84,  the  world 
datum  used  by  most  GPS  sets.  Even  after 
making  the  correction,  most  of  the  older 
charts  will  still  be  off  significantly.  A  quarter 
to  half  a  mile  is  fairly  common,  with  up  to  3 
or  4-mile  variations  for  the  position  of 
islands  on  small-scale  charts.  So  even  if  your 
GPS  says  you  are  spot-on,  regard  the  island 
as  slightly  lost,  and  use  your  eyes  (and  radar 
if  you’ve  got  it)  for  the  final  approach. 

The  best  charts  for  the  French  Islands  are 
those  put  out  by  the  French,  although  the 
DMA  charts  aren’t  far  behind.  Among  the 
French  charts,  the  best  are  those  for  the 
Tuamotus,  which  were  extensively  re-survey- 
ed  in  the  1950’s  when  the  French  were 
trying  to  pick  a  couple  to  nuke.  Nevertheless, 
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(grapefruit  on  steroids)  and  bananas,  are 
widely  available,  but  there  are  relatively  few 
green  veggies.  With  no  organized  market,  the 
best  way  to  obtain  fruit  is  from  the  locals, 
sometimes  as  a  gift,  sometimes  as  a  trade, 
sometimes  for  cash. 

There  are  also  stories  of  lobster  here.  But 
heck,  there  are  stories  of  lobbies  everywhere! 

Diesel  is  available  most  easily  at  the 
service  station  on  the  wharf  in  Taiohae.  You 
can  either  drop  the  hook  and  back  to  the 
wharf  for  a  big  load,  or  jug  it  out  to  the  boat 
by  dink.  You  can  also  get  diesel  (by  the 
drum)  from  the  trading  boats  if  you  see 
them,  but  it’s  a  lot  easier  at  Taiohae. 

Propane  is  a  problem  until  you  get  to 
Papeete,  but  if  you  fill  in  Mexico  and  have  a 
spare  tank,  you  can  almost  certainly  get  by. 
The  alternative  is  to  rent  a  French  tank  and 
jury-rig  (or  borrow)  a  transfer  hose.  Have 
some  idea  of  your  average  consumption 
before  departing. 

Gifts  and  Trading 

Especially  on  Fatu  Hiva,  the  locals  like  to 
trade  rather  than  take  money  in  exchange  for 
fruit  or  tapa.  The  reason  is  that  yachties 
always  come  up  with  more  interesting  stuff 
than  they  can  buy  at  the  local  store.  (An 
exception  to  this  rule  is  the  carvers,  who 
usually  have  a  better  appreciation  for 


Carvings  in  the  Marquesas  are  first  rate. 


money) .  The  best  stuff  to  take  along  seems  to 
be  skinny  yacht  braid.  A  10-meter  length  of 
Vi-inch  yacht  braid,  for  example,  is  worth  at 
least  10  pamplemousses.  ' ' 

Other  good  trade  items,  depending  on  the 
village,  are  fishing  line  and  hooks,  large  or 
small.  One  guy  really  appreciated  a  couple  of 
9/0  hooks  that  were  way  too  big  for  our 
lures,  but  they  bait  them  and  go  after  big 
tuna!  The  usual  shirts  and  hats  are  well 


FOR  THE  SOUTH  PACIFIC 


errors  do  exist,  such  as  the  popular  atoll  of 
Rangiroa  being  off  by  Vi  mile.  A  downside  is 
that  the  French  charts  are  expensive  and 
hard  to  find.  (They  can  be  ordered  from 

:  C-l  i: 

best  approach  is  to  order  the  French  catalog 
the  DMA  catalog. 

For  most  of  the  rest  of  the  South  Pacific; 
British  Admiralty  charts  are  the  best,  but  they 
are  also  expensive.  The  BA  also  puts  out  a 
catalog  which  makes  an  excellent  reference. 
For  the  Cooks,  Samoa,  Tonga  and  the  other 
central  islands,  the  DMA  charts  are  generally 


pretty  good,  For  Fiji,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
DMA  coverage  is  hopeless.  The  three  DMA 

■ 

but  use  the  BA  charts  (or  copies)  for 


navigating. 

the  Fiji  government  also  publishes  charts 
for  the  Yasawa  group  (F-5)  and  Kadavu 
Island  (F-lG,il).  You  won’t  find  these 
locally,  so  put  them  on  your  list  for  when  you 
get  to  Suva. 

Charts  for  Vanuatu  are  a  problem  in  gen- 


outer  islands  very  welt.  The  major  ports  were 
heavily  'visited'  during  WWil  and  are  well 
charted,  and  many  of  the  smaller  places  used 
to  be  covered  by  BA  charts,  now  out  of  print. 
Keep  your  eyes  out  for  copies  of  some  of 
these  old  BA  charts.  This  is  another  instance 
of  the  usefulness  of  a  catalog,  if  for  nothing 
more  than  to  tell  you  what  is  no  longer  avail- 
able. 

What  about  copies?  Good  question. 
Copies  of  DMA  charts  are  readily  available  at 
most  of  the  chart  agents,  or  In  sets  from 
various  outfits.  They  range  from  full  sized 
copies  of  new  charts  to  reduced  copies  of 
somebody  else’s  charts  from  20  years  ago, 
complete  with  pencil  marks  and  coffee  stains. 
The  reduced  sets  are  handy  on  a  small  boat, 
but  the  small  numbers  are  hard  enough  to 
read  on  the  original.  None  of  us  are  getting 
any  younger,  so  check  them  out  first. 

DMA  charts  are  not  copyrighted  and  can 
be  freely  copied,  but  foreign  charts  all  carry 
copyrights  and  technically  can’t  be  copied. 
For  that  reason  many  of  the  chart  copy  sets 
that  are  offered  by  the  commercial  outfits  wilt  | 
only  contain  the.  DMA  charts,  which  means 


received.  Bright  colors  are  better  than  white, 
which  is  impossible  to  keep  clean,  and  go  for 
the  larger  sizes  —  XXLs  will  seem  small  on 
some  of  these  people.  Basic  dive  masks  and 
snorkels  are  very  popular  in  some  bays  and 
would  make  a  special  gift. 


Many  islands  are  still  littered  with  wreckage  left 
over  from  World  War  II. 


Don’t  forget  wives  and  children  when 
you’re  planning  barter  items.  And  note  that 
it  is  the  women  in  Fatu  Hiva  who  sell  and 
trade  for  the  tapas.  Items  like  small  bottles  of 
perfume  or  cologne,  bright  scarves  and  elas¬ 
tic  hair  bands  are  popular.  For  kids,  clothing 
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,  for  some  areas  (like  Fiji)  they  just  won’t  be 
adequate.  Also  be  aware  that  what  consti¬ 
tutes  a  'complete'  set  will  vary  depending  on 

So  get  the  catalogs,  make  some  phone 
•  calls,  order  some  samples  and  chart  lists,  and 
go  from  there.  And  don’t  worry  too  much 
about  getting  current  editions  of  anything. 
The  'new'  surveys  refer  to  those  made  in  the 
1940s  and  ’50s.  Many  go  back  to  the  late 
1800s.  Who  cares  about  a  few  markers  plus 
or  minus  when  the  basic  hydrography  is 
decades  old  at  best?  The  good  news  is  that 
coral,  despite  rumors  to  the  contrary,  doesn’t 
*  grow  very  fast. 

in  terms  of  cruising  guides,  Charlie’s 
Charts  of  Polynesia  is  about  all  there  is  for 
the  Marqueses  and  Tuamotas,  and  is  mostly 
adequate.  Just  remember  it’s  a  bit  dated. 

Other  interesting  reading  material  you 
may  want  to  have  aboard:  the  Lonely  Planet 
guides,  which  are  always  a  valuable  source 
of  local  detail;  and  Herman  Melville’s  Typee. 
The  latter  classic  is  about  the  greatly  feared 
Taipi  Tribe  of  Marquesans,  and  is  great  fun 
to  have  along.  _ _ 
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cannot  reciprocate. 

Regarding  alcdhol,  local  customs  vary. 
Most  Marquesans  enjoy  a  beer,  but  some 
families  don’t  drink  for  religious  or  other 
reasons,  so  it  is  always  a  good  idea  to  ask 
before  offering. 

Passage  to  the  Tuamotus 

One  advantage  of  starting  your  Mar- 
queses  tour  in  Nuku  Hiva  is  that  it  naturally 
winds  up  in  Fatu  Hiva.  This  is  arguably  the 
most  beautiful  of  all  of  the  Marquesan 
islands  and  a  great  departure  point  for  the 
500-mile  trip  to  the  Tuamotus.  You  likely 
paid  a  price  getting  there,  of  course,  but 


7.  Propane  Barbie :  Sure,  a  real  charcoal 
barbecue  cooks  better,  but  have  you  ever 
tried  to  buy  charcoal  in  the  islands?  Folks 
there  use  wood,  coconut  mostly ,  which  simp¬ 
ly  won’t  do  a  good  job  on  your  tuna  steaks. 


Your  hosts:  Jim  and  Sue  Corenman  aboard  the 
Schumacher  50  ‘Heart  of  Gold'.  Facing  page, 
Taiohae  Bay  on  Nuku  Hiva. 

4 .  Books  —  Bring  plenty .  You  can  always 
trade  with  other  cruisers,  but  once  you  leave 


8.  Radar - 
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-  GPS  is  great  of  course.  It  tells 
you  just  where  you  are.  But  it  can’t  tell  you 
where  the  land  is,  and  the  chart  doesn’t 
always  do  that  so  well,  either.  This  is  where 
radar  comes  in.  Use  the  GPS  to  get  close, 
then  use  your  eyeballs  and  radar  to  find  the 
North  America,  you  won’t  be  buying  many.  landmarks  exactly.  Radar  will  also  help  you 
In  New  Zealand,  the  average  paperback  runs  find  the  ships  before  they  find  you. 

the  equivalent  of  US  $121 

9.  Self-steering  —  Unless  you  enjoy 

5.  Freezer  —  A  great, asset  if  you  don’t  sailing  with  a  mob,  you’ll  need  reliable  self¬ 
mind  running  the  engine  an  hour  a  day.  You  steering.  Vanes  and  autopilots  both  work 

can  stock  up  with  meat  and  chicken  where  it  great,  but  just  as  important  is  to  have  a  fully- 

is  cheap  and  good,  and  the  fish  you  Catch  functional  backup.  This  means  either  a 

will  keep  for  many  meals.  second  autopilot  in  a  box,  or  both  a  vane 

and  an  autopilot. 

6.  Fishing  Gear  —  The  great  thing  about 

long  passages  is  that  there’s  lots  of  time  to  10.  Non-Essential  Extras  —  ho 
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get  lucky,  but  most  people  underestimate  the 


10.  Non-Essential  Extras  —  Let’s  be 
honest,  adding  a  bunch  of  weight  and  Wind- 
size  of  the  fish  in  the  mid-Pacific.  You  need  age  to  a  sailboat  does  not  improve  its  sailing 

either  a  hand  line  with  300  to  500-pound  qualities.  We’re  not  talking  about  going 

line,  or  an  ocean  rod  with  a  big  reel  and  lots  ocean  racing  here,  but  simply  being  able  get 

of  80  to  100-pound  line.  The  best  lure  is  4  to  somewhere  when  the  winds  blow  against  you 

6  inches  long,  has  big  eyes,  and  is  strong  and  for  weeks  at  a  time.  A  worthwhile  goal  is  to 

cheap.  The  fish  don’t  care  about  the  cost,  keep  the  decks  as  clear  as  you  can.  If  an  item 

but  you  will.  The  best  places  to  shop  for  won’t  fit  below,  you  should  really  ask 

fancy  lures  are  Hawaii  and  Papeete.  ,  ,  ,  .. 
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and  fun  things  for  the  schools,  like  colored 
pencils  or  crayons,  are  all  well  received. 

The  Marquesans  will  value  your  trade 
items  according  to  their  availability  and  price 
in  Papeete,  so  in  this  case  the  high  prices 
really  work  in  your  favor.  Another  item  that 
is  often  asked  for  is  .22  shells  for  hunting 
goats.  The  government  rations  them,  so 
everybody  wants  more,  but  weapons  or 
ammo  are  not  allowed  into  Polynesia  aboard 
yachts,  so  its  not  such  a  great  idea. 

Etiquette 

As  you  travel  through  the  South  Pacific, 
never  forget  that  you  are  visitors  in  someone 
else’s  home.  It  is  commonly  believed 
throughout  Polynesia  that  everything 
belongs  to  someone,  and  that  includes  the 


BEYOND 
MAN  AN  ALAND 

The  following  list  of  ’optional’  items  will  of 
course  vary  from  boat  to  boat  and  budget  to 
budget.  At  the  very  least,  it  will  give  you  a 
better  idea  of  what  to  expect  once  you  leave 
Mexico. 

1.  Dinghy  —  The  best  is  a  planing  dink 
with  floorboards.  Don’t  forget  dinghy 
wheels,  the  kind  with  big  pneumatic  tires,  as 
there  are  beaches  everywhere.  You  will  also 
want  a  folding  grapnel  anchor  for  snorkel 
trips  to  the  reefs. 

2.  Sails  —  At  the  beginning  of  each 
passage  we  meet  people  who  proudly  an¬ 
nounce  that  they’re  still  sailing  with 
15-year-old  sails.  A  week  later  we  see  them 
again,  searching  some  small  town  for  a  sail- 
maker.  The  South  Pacific  is  not  kind  to  sails, 
and  good  ones  are  a  real  asset  both  in  terms 
of  getting  somewhere  and  as  freedom  from 
hassles. 

3.  Ground  Tackle  — -  There  is  no  single 
anchor  that  will  work  100%  of  the  time,  no 
matter  what  the  'experts'  say.  So  have  more 
than  one  type.  Don’t  overdo  the  chain,  as 
adding  weight  to  the  bow  is  one  of  the  un- 
kindest  things  to  do  to  any  boat. 


beaches,  reefs,  fruit  trees  and  the  sand  your 
anchor  is  dug  into.  You  are  almost  always 
welcome  to  share  it,  but  the  proper  thing  to 
do  is  find  the  mayor  or  chief,  introduce  your¬ 
self  and  ask  permission  to  visit  and  explore. 

This  courtesy  will  be  very  much  appreci¬ 
ated  and  will  often  be  reciprocated  with  a 


guide,  a  gift  of  fruit  or  sometimes  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  visit  ashore.  Be  sure  to  reciprocate  in 
some  way,  with  either  a  small  gift  or  an  invi¬ 
tation  out  to  the  boat  for  juice,  a  beer  or  a 
meal  if  appropriate.  Don’t  get  carried  away, 
though,  as  an  overly  generous  gift  puts  the 
recipient  in  an  awkward  position  if  they 


most  of  the  breezes  in  the  Marqueses  are 
quite  pleasant  and  even  a  beat  isn’t  too  bad. 

(The  people  who  tell  you  cruisers  never 
sail  close-hauled  are  the  same  ones  who  tell 
you  the  check’s  in  the  mail.) 

The  spoil  of  your  efforts  is  a  10-degree 
advantage  in  wind  angle  heading  for  the 
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Tuamotus.  And  if  this  is  where  you  meet  'The 
Beast'  — -  the  Sub-Tropical  Convergence 
Zone  —  then  you  will  be  glad  to  have  it.  For 
us,  it  was  a  fast  but  very  wet  close  reach  in 
25-30  knot  Southerlies. 

The  SPCZ  ( Latitude  38,  Feb  ’93)  is  a 
semi-stationary  convergence  between  the 
warm  equatorial  easterlies,  really  nice  wea¬ 
ther  that  you  will  have  grown  to  love,  and 
the  cooler  southeasterlies  that  follow  cold 
fronts  up  from  the  Southern  Ocean.  When  a 
new  batch  of  cooler  air  shows  up  here  it 
marks  trouble  in  the  form  of  wind  and  rain. 
So  keep  an  eye  on  the  thing.  The  best  infor¬ 
mation  comes  from  Nadi,  Fiji,  via  Arnold’s 
Weather  Net  (0400Zon  14318kHz,  or  1800Z 
on  8815kHz,  both  USB).  1 


swell  can  change 
things  quickly. 
Since  there  is  no 
real  land,  and  no 
muddy  rivers,  the 
water  is  super-clear 
and  you  will  usual¬ 
ly  be  able  to  see 
the  bottom  at  50 
feet  or  more.  This 
can  be  quite  dis¬ 
concerting  the  first 
time  you  see  the 
bottom  coming  up 
in  a  pass,  as  the 
mate  shrieks, 
"Ackkk!  What’s  the 


The  Tuamotus 

Manihi,  Ahe,  and  Rangiroa  are  the  big 
three  most  often  visited  islands  in  the 
Tuamotus.  But  they  are  also  the  busiest,  and 
many  people  prefer  visiting  the  more  remote 
atolls  farther  southeast.  Charlie’s  is  a  good 
guide  in  either  case,  with  the  only  big  change 
being  that  many  of  the  lagoons  are  now 
homes  to  black  pearl  farms,  which  means 
extra  care  when  anchoring. 

Most  atolls  have  at  least  one  pass,  usually 
on  the  leeward  side.  This  phenomenon  is 
caused  by  the  filling  of  the  lagoon  by  rain 
and  the  surf  coming  over  the  reef  on  the 
windward  side.  The  excess  water  hds  to 
drain  out  somewhere,  and  that’s  what  keeps 
a  permanent  gap  open  on  the  opposite  side. 

So  the  predominant  current  in  a  pass  will 


be  an  ebb.  Some  passes  ebb  all  the  time,  but 
most  are  slack  or  flooding  weakly  during  a 
rising  tide.  Of  course  heavy  rain  or  a  heavy 


depth???"  "Forty  feet,"  comes  the  reply. 

The  depth  inside  most  of  the  lagoons  is 
40  to  80  feet,  with  20  feet  in  the  better 
anchorages.  There  are  lots  of  coral  "bomies" 
on  the  bottom,  some  of  which  are  tall 
enough  to  be  a  navigational  concern. 

Navigation 

The  most  important  thing  to  remember  is 
that  ,your  GPS  will  be  more  accurate  than 
your  charts.  The  French  charts  are  the  best, 
but  expensive,  and  even  some  of  those  have 
14-mile  datum  errors  (Rangiroa  for  instance) . 
Radar  can  be  a  big  help  in  terms  of  correl¬ 
ating  your  position  to  the  chart  —  coconuts 
in  the  tops  of  trees  make  good  radar  reflec¬ 
tors  out  to  about  5  miles. 

Also  be  careful  about  the  currents  around 
the  outside  of  atolls.  Currents  in  the  open 


ocean  are  only  a  knot  or  so,  but  the  gaps 
between  the  atolls  are  pretty  small  compared 
to  the  atolls  themselves.  This  means  the 


ocean  current  speeds  up  in  the  gaps,  result¬ 
ing  in  a  sort  of  driftnet  for  sailboats.  It’s  no 
surprise  the  old  square  rigger  men  called  this 
the  Dangerous  Archipelago.  Even  today,  you 
don’t  have  much  chance  of  making  it 
through  randomly.  So  no  daydreaming. 

Speaking  of  keeping  a  good  lookout, 
we’re  all  familiar  with  the  common  depiction 
of  South  Seas  cruising  where  someone  high 
up  the  mast  guides  the  boat  through  some 
tricky  reef.  We  found  this  to  be  a  bit  of  poetic 
license,  at  least  in  areas  where  the  water  is 
clear.  The  only  time  you  may  have  visibility 
problems  is  around  the  large  islands,  Tahiti, 
Viti  Levu  and  Vanua  Levu  in  Fiji,  because  of 
/  the  sediment  from  the  rivers.  But  as  long  as 
there  is  at  least  a  bit  of  ripple  on  the  surface, 
and  the  sun  is  not  dead  ahead,  you  should 
,be  okay.  It  is  a  good  idea  to  have  someone 
on  the  bow,  but  we  have  almost  never  felt 
the  need  to  put  someone  up  the  mast. 

Local  Attractions 

The  Tuamotu  atolls  are  where  you  will 
find  the  deserted  beaches,  and  the  first  of  the 
really  spectacular  diving  if  you  are  into 
scuba.  Some  of  the  best  is  with  the  Kia  Ora 
Hotel  divers  on  Rangiroa,  who  can  take  you 
places  in  their  Zodiac  that  you  just  can’t  get 
to  on  your  own.  The  hotel  also  has  a  great 
restaurant  for  Cook’s  Night  Out.  It’s  not 
cheap,  but  by'that  time  it  may  well  be  worth 
it. 

The  Tuamotus  are  also  where  you  will 
meet  your  first  sharks.  Black-tip,  white-tip 
and  gray  reef  sharks  are  said  to  be  ’mostly 
harmless'  but  best  left  alone.  The  grays  are 
the  ones  to  keep  an  eye  on,  as  they  some¬ 
times  get  territorial. 

Some  of  the  atolls  are  deserted,  or  nearly 
so,  and  these  can  be  a  remarkable  experi¬ 
ence.  Unfortunately,  even  along  the  most 
remote  and  deserted  beaches  you  will  never 
be  far  from  evidence  of  man.  Plastic  trash 
tossed  from  ships  or  locals  —  some  of  it 
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many  years  old  —  is  everywhere.  In  settled 
weather  you  can  sail  across  some  of  the 
atolls  to  deserted  motus,  but  be  careful  about 
the  light  and  watch  for  the  bomies. 

Also  be  careful  about  unexpected  wind 
shifts.  The  first  sign  of  trouble  often  starts 
with  the  wind  becoming  lighter,  warmer  and 
shifting  to  the  north,  weather  so  fine  that  you 
just  can’t  stand  it.  Then  the  SPCZ  rolls  in, 
disguised  as  a  squall,  bringing  rain  and  a 
strong  southerly,  wrapping  your  anchor 
chain  around  the  nearest  coral  head  and 
putting  your  back  against  the  reef  with  the 
chain  hammering  against  its  short  scope. 

This  is  the  stuff  that  disasters  are  made  of, 
so  try  not  to  get  caught.  Pick  an  anchorage 
with  an  eye  to  what  happens  in  a  strong 
southerly.  Most  of  the  atolls  are  big  enough 
to  provide  miles  of  fetch  if  you  are  on  the 
leeward  side.  If  you  get  caught  with  a  fouled 
chain  and  a  short  scope,  simply  let  out  more 
scope.  If  the  rode  is  nylon,  add  a  float  or  two 
to  keep  it  off  the  coral.  You  sure  as  heck 
won’t  drag  with  a  half-turn  on  a  coral  head. 
The  biggest  danger  is  snapping  the  chain 
tight  and  breaking  it,  so  make  a  habit  of 
rigging  an  elastic  snubber  of  either  the  skinny 


If  you  dream  about  the  South  Pacific,  you  really 
have  to  get  there  if  you  can. 


nylon  or  a  rubber  dockline  variety.  If  things 
get  too  hairy,  buoy  the  ground  Jackie  and 
cast  it  off,  then  exit  the  pass  and  wait  it  out 
outside  the  lagoon,  in  the  lee  of  the  reef. 

Provisions 

Don’t  expect  to  find  much  in  the  way  of 
provisions  in  the  Tuamotus.  There  are  a  few 
small  shops  in  the  villages,  but  they  won’t  be 
stocked  up  in  anticipation  of  your  visit.  There 
are  virtually  no  vegetables  available,  and 


very  little  fruit.  Lots  of  coconuts,  though. 

You  may  be  able  to  buy  premix  for  the 
outboard,  but  more  likely  the  locals  will  be 
asking  you  for  any  spare  gas.  If  you  happen 
to  catch  one  of  the  supply  boats,  you  can 
buy  direct  from  them  like  the  islanders  do. 
Not  cheap,  though. 

You  also  shouldn’t  expect  to  have  much 
luck  fishing  in  the  atolls.  Or  more  accurately, 
enjoying  your  catch.  The  ciguatera  toxin 
affects  most  of  the  fish  of  the  Tuamotu  atolls. 
So  while  larger  fish  will  be  plentiful,  even 
friendly,  they  are  seriously  off-limits  —  and 
know  it.  We  also  figure  that  the  reef  fish 
belong  to  the  locals,  as  they  don’t  have  the 
ability  to  fish  offshore.  By  trolling  between 
the  islands,  we  can  usually  keep  the  freezer 
full  of  tuna  and  Mahi  Mahi,  which  does  not 
carry  a  ciguatera  risk. 

After  a  few  weeks  or  a  month  in  the 
Tuamotus,  most  folks  are  ready  for  the  bright 
lights  and  flesh  pots  of  Papeete.  We’ll  shove 
off  for  there  and  on  downwind  to  Tonga 
when  this  series  continues  next  month. 

—  jim  and  sue  corenman 


MONTEREY  BAY 
FIBERGLASS 


‘ITCHING  FOR  FUN’ 


Wholesale 


Retail 


no  minimum  order 


Complete  line  of  reinforced 
plastic  materials 


•  Resin 

•  Epoxy's 

•  Mat.  Roving.  Cloth 


Distributor  for  "Clark"  surfboard  blanks  and 
sheet  foam.  Experienced  consulting  in  all 
phases  of  reinforced  plastics. 


SERVING  ALL  YOUR  NEEDS  FROM  OUR  NEW 
EXPANDED  FACILITIES: 

1 037  1 7th  Avenue 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95062 
(408)  476-7464 


314  West  Depot 
Bingen,  WA  98605 
(509)  493-3464 


''boats  wanted" 

IRS  TAX  DEDUCTION 


GPS 
Sails 
Equipment 
Gear,  etc. 


Sail 

Power 

Inflatable 

Motors 


For  the  KIDS 
1 -800-866-KIDS 

(1-800-866-5437) 

Outside  California  (408)  373-5300 


PROJECT  NEW  START 

St.  James  Church 
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Consider  all  the  features  of  Emeryville's  Design  Award-winning  Ma¬ 
rina.  Centrally  located  for  the  entire  Bay  Area  with  easy  driving  access 
by  car  and  quick  access  to  terrific  Bay  sailing.  Check  all  these  features: 


0  Phone  hook-ups  available  0 

0  Dock  boxes  0 

0  FREE  pump-out  station  0 

0  Fuel  dock  -  diesel  &  gas  0 

0  Ample  free  parking  0 


Excellent  security 
25' — 60'  berths 
Restaurants 
Sportfishing  center 
City  park 


EMERYVILLE 
CITY  MARINA 

A  quick  trip  to  the  Bay, 
a  quick  trip  from  your  home. 

RECENT  UPGRADES 
AND  OFFERINGS: 

0  Recently  dredged  berths  and  channel 
0  FREE  utilities 

0  FREE  launch  ramp  <3  fish  pier 
0  NEW  full  service  chandlery 
0  NEW  bathroom,  shower,  laundry  facility 


Call  for  competitive  rates 

EMERYVILLE 
CITY  MARINA 

331 0  Powell  St.  exit 
off  1-80 
Emeryville 

next  door  to  Hank  Schramm's  Sportfishing 

(510)  596-4340 

fax  (510)  596-4342 


HEA  VY  DUTY  DEEP  CYCLE  MARINE  BATTERIES 


Available  at  the  following  local  marine 
chandleries  and  service  distributors: 

Cruising  Seas  Services,  Benicia 
Bay  Ship  &  Yacht,  Richmond 
Nautilus  Marine,  Isleton 
Mariner  Boat  Works,  Alameda 
Neville  Marine  Electric,  Alameda 
Svendsen's  Chanderly,  Alameda 
Proper-Tighe  Marine,  Alameda 
Star  Marine,  Alameda 
Golden  State  Diesel  Marine,  Oakland 
Boater's  Friend,  Berkeley 
Bay  Yacht  Service,  Alameda 
Altamarine  Electronics,  Alameda 


AMERICAN  BATTERY 

Hayward,  CA  (510)  881-5122 


WoodenBoat  School 


1996  SAN  FRANCISCO  COURSES 


MARCH  25-29 
APRIL  15-19 
APRIL  29  -  MAY  4 
MAY  13-18 
MAY  20-24 
JUNE  3-8 


Marine  Surveying 
Fundamentals  of  Boatbuilding 
Building  Your  Own  Cape  Charles  Kayak 
Fine  Woodstrip  Kayak  Construction 
Marine  Drawing  &  Painting 
Building  a  12'  Sailing  Dinghy 


For  more  information  contact: 

WoodenBoat  School 

P.O.  Box  78  •  Brooklin,  ME  04616 
(207)  359-4651  (Mon.-Thurs.)  •  Fax:  (207)  359-8920 


European  Upholstert-i 


Boats  ~  Yachts 

CUSTOM  MADE.  .  . 

/ 

Headliner  •  Chairs  •  Marine  Canvas  •  Bimini  Tops 

•  Cushions  -  Interior  with  vinyl  or  canvas  strips. 

•  Nova  Suede  -  Fabric  for  easy  care  and  cleaning. 
Strong  and  durable.  The  new,  special  technology. 

Chris  tophe  &  Mary  Lou 
4  Meriam  Drive,  San  Rafael,  CA  94903 

- (415)  479-2426 - 


GOLDEN  STATE 

DIESEL  MARINE 


PARTS  AND  SERVICE 

PATHFINDER  •  YANMAR  •  UNIVERSAL 
•  WESTERBEKE  • 

DIESEL  &  GAS  ENGINES 


Barbara  Campbell 


351  EMBARCADERO 
OAKLAND,  CA  94606 


(510)  465-1093 
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JL-*et’s  take  this  baby  out  for  a  spin!" 
suggested  one  of  the  guests. 

"A  restaurant  run!"  said  another  sailor. 
"We  can  tie  up  to  that  seafood  place  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Bay!" 

"That  sounds  like  a  fine  idea  to  me,"  said 
the  owner,  to  the  amazement  of  all  present. 
"We  can  be  ready  to  leave  in  about  10  min¬ 
utes,  as  soon  as  I  unplug  all  the  power  cables 
and  go  through  the  start-up  sequence." 

We  were  amazed  because  we  were  stand¬ 
ing  in  the  main  salon  of  the  largest  power¬ 
boat  that  had  ever  tied  up  to  the  yacht  club 
guest  dock.  The  owner,  a  club  member  that 
I  barely  knew,  had  brought  his  huge  new 
yacht  around  to  the  club  to  show  it  off.  And 
for  the  past  half  hour  a  bunch  of  sailors  had 
been  inspecting  every  detail  of  the  opulent 
monster  with  a  combination  of  awe,  envy 
and  politely  concealed  disdain. 

I  caught  the  attention  of  the  owner  on  his 
way  to  the  pilothouse,  and  congratulated 
him  on  the  new  boat.  But  1  had  to  offer  my 
regrets  for  not  being  able  to  go  on  the  dinner 
cruise  due  to  other  plans  that  evening. 

"No,  you  don’t  understand,  Max  —  it  only 
takes  half  an  hour  to  get  there  in  this  boat." 

"Really?"  I  said.  "That’s  faster  than  trying 
to  drive  there  at  this  time  of  day.” 

"By  at  least  half,"  he  said  with  a  big  grin. 
"We’ll  be  back  well  before  sunset." 

So  I  was  in,  and  a  few  minutes  later  we 
were  casting  off  dock  lines  and  maneuvering 
out  into  the  channel.  Soon  we  were  watching 
familiar  scenery  move  by  at  very  unfamiliar 
speeds.  It  was  as  if  the  Bay  had  suddenly 
shrunk  by  a  factor  of  five  —  and  the  ride 
wasn’t  bad  considering  the  speed. 

But  the  whine  of  the  turbochargers  found 
its  way  into  every  enclosed  space  on  the 
boat.  As  much  fun  as  it  was  to  sit  in  the  salon 
and  sip  a  drink  as  we  dodged  nearly- 
becalmed  sailboats,  1  eventually  took  refuge 
in  the  pilothouse  area,  where  the  noise  was 
a  bit  reduced. 

This  was  where  most  of  the  yacht  club,  it 
seemed,  was  hanging  out.  And  there  were 
enough  toys  for  everyone!  Moving  map  dis¬ 
plays  interfaced  to  your  choice  of  GPS  or 
LORAN  receivers,  not  one  but  two  radar 
sets,  imaging  sonar,  satellite  communication 


my  years  of  sailing  in  fog  on  the  Bay  on  all 
kinds  of  boats,  I  had  never  actually  used 
radar.  This  was  a  perfect  opportunity  to  play 
with  one.  But  someone  else  had  the  same 
idea  —  there  was  a  young  woman  at  the 
radar  console,  her  faced  pressed  against  the 
rubber  daylight  viewing  hood. 

"Kewl!"  she  exclaimed  as  she  looked  up  to 
see  how  the  real  world  corresponded  to  what 
was  on  the  screen. 

The  young  woman  was  none  other  than 
Lee  Helm,  a  naval  architecture  grad  student 
who  sometimes  crews  for  me  —  when  she 
doesn’t  have  a  ride  on  a  faster  boat. 

"Surprised  to  see  you  in  this  crowd,  Lee," 
I  said. 

"Me  and  my  friends  were  just  walking 
from  the  parking  lot  to  that  place  in  the 
marina  that  serves  free  pupus  during  happy 
hour  —  that  is  until  they  get  pissed  because 
we,  like,  don’t  order  enough  drinks  —  but 
instead  we  get  invited  aboard  this  humon- 
gous  boat.  The  pupus  are  better  here  anyway 
—  and,  like,  next  thing  we’re  being  invited 
out  for  dinner!  My  friends  are  schmoozing 
down  below.  But,  Max,  what  are  you  doing 
on  a  stink. .  . " 

Lee  glanced  over  to  the  main  console 
where  the  owner  was  coaching  a  dingy  sailor 
at  the  helm,  fortunately  not  paying  attention 
to  our  conversation.  "I  mean,"  she  whisp¬ 
ered,  "what  are  you  doing  on  a  powerboat? 
Are  you,  like,  sure  you’re  feeling  okay?" 

"It  seemed  harmless  enough  to  go  for  one 
ride,"  I  said.  "Doesn’t  mean  I  approve  or 
anything.  Quite  an  amazing  machine,  isn’t 
it?" 

"If  you  mean  the  radar,  yes.  I’ve  used  the 
low-end  model  from  this  manufacturer  on 
ocean  races  to  track  squalls.  This  one  is 
much  nicer." 

"Can  I  take  a  look?" 

"For  sure,"  she  said  as  she  took  off  the 
daylight  hood  so  we  could  all  see  the  screen. 

I  could  make  out  the  outlines  of  the 
shoreline,  but  as  expected  the  various  islands 
and  peninsulas  only  showed  their  near  faces. 
The  backs  of  all  the  features  were  lost  to 


"Seems  to  me  it  really  depends  on  total  compliance 

by  the  big  iron. " 


gear,  even  a  cellular  modem  and  a  dedicated 
terminal  that  one  guest  was  using  to  check 
his  e-mail. 

1  he  radar  interested  me  the  most.  In  all 


radar.  And  some  of  the  low  beaches  and 
sand  spits  were  missed,  while  the  cliffs 
behind  them  were  more  prominent  on  the 
radar  screen.  So  it  didn’t  look  anything  like 
a  chart.  With  every  sweep,  as  the  boat 
altered  course  slightly  under  the  direction  of 
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the  now  power-crazed  sailor  at  the  helm,  the 
orientation  of  the  display  changed. 

"This  model  can  correct  for  boat  heading 
and  show  the  display  north-up,  but  the 
remote  compass  interface  doesn’t  appear  to 
be  turned  on." 

Lee  went  on  to  demonstrate  all  the 
controls  to  deal  with  unwanted  returns  from 
waves.  Meanwhile  I  noticed  that  the  dots  of 
light  representing  other  boats  and  buoys 
were  very  inconsistent.  On  some  sweeps 
they’d  be  much  brighter  than  others,  and 
sometimes  not  there  at  all. 

"There’s  quite  a  bit  of  skill  to  this,"  I  said. 

"For  sure  —  but  it’s  all  going  to  be 
obsolete  in  a  couple  of  years.  Analog  blips 
on  a  screen  carry  so  little  information,  and 
are  hard  to  analyze.  Primitive  and  wasteful, 
to  get  position  data  by  bouncing  high-power 
microwaves  around  the  Bay  like  this." 

"What  could  you  replace  them  with?"  I 
asked. 

"With  data,"  she  answered.  "Now  that 
there’s  a  GPS  on  every  boat,  and  now  that 
detailed  chart  databases  are  becoming  com¬ 
monplace,  it  devolves  to  a  simple  communic- 


RADAR  LOVE  —  NOT! 


Would  a  GPS-based  monitoring  system  eliminate 
the  need  for  the  Coast  Guard's  Vessel  Traffic 
Service  (above)? _ 

ations  exercise  to  get  the  positions  of  all  the 
other  boats  in  the  area  into  your  own  chart 
display.  This  is  much  better  than  a  radar 
screen,  because  you  also  see  everything  in 
the  database  instead  of  just  shadowy  images 
of  reflected  radar  waves.  For  each  'target' 
you’d  see  position,  heading,  speed,  type  of 
boat,  an  ID  number  and  maybe  even  a  radio 
callsign  or  a  cellphone  number.  And  instead 
of  just  the  reflective  part  of  the  shoreline, 
you  see  the  topological  features  and  all  the 
charted  submerged  hazards. .  ." 


burst  of  data  on  one  standard  frequency 
that’s  allocated  for  the  purpose.  The  data 
burst  contains  position,  course  and  speed 
from  the  GPS,  and  other  identifying  info  like 
vessel  name  and  vessel  type  that  are  pro¬ 
grammed  into  the  transmitter.  There’s  also  a 
receiver  side  that  gets  similar  data  from  every 
other  boat  equipped  with  this  system." 

We  had  attracted  the  attention  of  another 
guest,  a  computer  programmer  who  had 
been  playing  with  the  GPS.  Suddenly  he 
began  to  count  on  his  fingers. 

"Let’s  see.  .  .  We  need  three  bytes  each 
for  latitude  and  longitude,  one  byte  each  for 
speed  and  heading,  one  byte  for  class  of 


identifier.  What  are  we  up  to  —  14?  Maybe 
20  bytes  total  if  we  add  a  couple  more  for 
phone  numbers  and  other  miscellany?  At 
9600  bits  per  second  that’s.  .  .  uhh,  about  a 
fiftieth  of  a  second  for  the  whole  data  packet 
to  get  out." 

"But  if  you  had  50  or  100  boats  all  within 
VHF  range,"  I  asked,  "they’d  be  stepping  on 
each  other  all  the  time!  How  are  you  going 
to  sort  those  out?" 

"Simple,"  said  the  programmer.  "Just  like 
the  architecture  of  some  computer  networks. 
The  time  interval  can  be  randomized  slightly 
to  keep  any  two  nodes  from  staying  in  phase 
with  each  other.  Data  collisions  are  ignored. 
You  don’t  have  to  wait  long  to  get  a  clear 
signal  from  each  of  the  nodes,  especially  if 
we’re  talking  a  data  burst  from  each  vessel 
about  every  10  seconds.  The  system  could 
even  be  smart  enough  to  lengthen  the  inter¬ 
val  if  it  detects  overcrowding." 

"Don’t  we  have  to  go  to  900  MHz  to  get  a 
reliable  9600  bps?"  asked  yet  another  guest, 
looking  Up  from  the  new  single  sideband  he 
had  been  checking  out. 

While  they  debated  this  point  I  continued 
my  discussion  with  Lee. 

"Okay,"  I  said.  "So  now  the  chart  plotter 
software  knows  about  all  the  other  boats  in 
the  immediate  area,  and  can  display  their 
type,  speed,  course,  and  all  that  on  the  same 
map  database  display  that  you  normally  use 
to  navigate.  Why  is  this  so  much  better  than 
radar,  and  what  about  boats  that  don’t  have 
this  gizmo?  Don’t  they  go  undetected?" 

"First  off,"  she  said  as  she  pointed  to  the 
big  screen  with  the  computer-generated 
chart  close  to  the  helm,  "it  has  more  of  the 
data  you  want,  and  it’s  in  a  form  that’s  much 
easier  to  interpret.  You  see  topography, 
water  depth,  all  the  charted  underwater 
hazards,  buoy  designations  and 
characteristics,  all  the  stuff  they  put  on  a 
chart  is  on  your  screen.  Add  in  the  moving 
hazards,  and  radar  becomes,  like, 
superfluous." 

"And  it’s  a  natural  for  automated  collision 
avoidance,"  added  the  programmer.  "Or  at 
least  automated  collision  alarms,  even  on 
cheap  receivers.  This  is  difficult  to  do  with 
radar,  because  it  relies  on  human  pattern- 
recognition  skills  just  to  sort  out  which  are 
*  targets  and  which  are  waves.  When  you  start 


ff\A7 

VV  ait,  wait,  wait!"  I  said.  "FJow  in 
heck  is  my  GPS  going  to  get  this  information 
about  all  the  other  boats  in  the  area?" 

"It’s  simple,"  Lee  explained.  "All  you  need 
is  a  little  device  that  consists  of  a  low-end 
GPS  and  a  low-end  one-channel  VHF  glued 
together  with  some  minimal  processing  hard¬ 
ware.  At  some  regular  interval  —  maybe 
every  10  seconds  —  it  transmits  a  very  short 


" You  don't  understand ,  Max .  It 
only  takes  half  an  hour  to  get  there  in  this  boat. " 


m 


; 

ill  i; 


vessel  and  special  status  like  'towing'  or  with  digital  data  instead  of  analog,  collision 

'fishing'  or  'distress'  —  let’s  make  that  two  alarms  become  a  no-brainer  geometry  prob- 

bytes,  and  four  more  for  a  unique  vessel  lem." 
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"You  still  haven’t  explained  what  we  do 
about  boats  that  don’t  add  this  box,"  I  said. 
"It  works  if  everyone  agrees  to  get  yet 
another  piece  of  gear,  but  only  one  boat 
that’s  not  using  this  system  ruins  the  whole 
thing,  because  you’ll  still  need  radar  to  spot 


that  boat." 

"That  depends,"  said  Lee.  "For  offshore 
collision  avoidance,  other  recreational  boats 
aren’t  much  of  a  hazard,  so  if  other  yachts 
don’t  use  these  GPS  data  transmitters  it’s  not 
a  big  deal.  If  a  majority  of  the  fast  ships  out 
there  adopt  this  system,  it  would  still  reduce 
the  hazard  of  ships  running  into  sailboats 
and  into  each  other.  For  ships  to  actually 
turn  their  radars  off,  we’ll  need  universal 
compliance." 

"Right,  it’s  entirely  a  political  obstacle," 
said  the  programmer. 

"T 

1  think  it’s  a  poor  substitute  for  good 
watch-standing,"  said  another  sailor  who  had 
been  playing  with  the  night  vision  binoculars. 

"But  the  reality,"  said  the  programmer,  "is 
that  even  a  diligent  watch-stander  on  a  large 
ship  has  a  lot  of  trouble  spotting  small 
sailboats.  We’re  essentially  invisible  to  them. 
And  poor  watch-standers  don’t  even  spot 
other  big  ships  sometimes.  We’re  dreaming 
if  we  think  this  situation  is  going  to  change 
—  so  a  technology  that  allows  ships  and 
yachts  to  detect  and  avoid  each  other  so 
easily  without  keeping  a  really  good  lookout 
is  a  great  thing,  imho." 

"I  think  ship  operators  will  go  for  it,"  said 
Lee,  "because  as  an  alternative  to  radar  it’s 
cheaper  to  operate  and  maintain.  And  for 
yachts,  it’s  just  the  equivalent  of  a  GPS  and 
a  one-channel  VHF.  Cheap,  compact,  very 
low  power  consumption." 

"Well,"  I  conceded,  "if  a  system  like  this  is 
adopted  worldwide  by  the  shipping  industry, 
I  can  see  that  it  makes  sense  for  yachts  to 
buy  in.  If  the  power  drain  is  really  only 
comparable  to  a  GPS  plus  a  VHF  on  're¬ 
ceive',  then  even  a  small  boat  could  run  one 
all  the  time." 

"It  could  run  on  AA  batteries,"  said  Lee. 
"Not  like  radar,  which  is  a  major  hassle  for  a 
sailboat.  On  that  last  coastal  race  we  had  to 
run  that  dumb  engine  as  much  for  the  radar 
as  for  the  freezer." 

"What  about  in  high  traffic  areas?"  said 
the  dinghy  sailor  at  the  helm,  as  he  made  a 
moderately  sharp  turn  to  avoid  another  sail¬ 
boat.  "Seems  to  me  it  really  depends  on  total 


compliance  by  the  big  iron,  or  else  everyone 
still  needs  to  keep  an  eye  glued  to  the  radar 
screen. 


"There  are  some  ways  around  that,"  said 
the  computer  programmer.  "A  shore-based 
radar,  probably  run  by  Vessel  Traffic 
Control,  could  continue  to  scan  for  signif¬ 
icant  targets  that  aren’t  broadcasting  their 
position  data.  The  shore  station  encodes 
what  it  can  determine  from  its  own  radar  — 
probably  just  position,  course  and  speed  — 
with  reduced  precision,  and  a  code  indic¬ 
ating  that  the  vessel  type  and  ID  are  not 
available.  Then  it  broadcasts  this  data  into 
the  mix  of  data  packets,  so  the  big  targets 
still  show  up  on  everyone’s  plotter." 

"That  would  work,"  said  Lee.  "It  would 
miss  the  small  boats  that  didn’t  broadcast, 
but  those  aren’t  the  ones  we  worry  about." 

"I’m  still  against  the  whole  idea,"  said  the 
guest  with  the  binoculars.  "How  can  we  trust 
ourselves  to  a  bunch  of  satellites  and  com¬ 
puters  like  that?  The  great  thing  about  radar 
is  that  it’s  all  yours  —  you  don’t  rely  on  any 
outside  system  to  make  it  work." 

"I  think  of  it  as  a  kind  of  hi-tech  foghorn," 
countered  Lee.  "A  foghorn  sends  out  info 
about  your  position,  course,  speed,  and  even 
the  type  of  vessel.  This  does  the  same  thing, 
but  like,  with  a  lot  more  precision." 

"So  far  GPS  has  proven  a  couple  of 
orders  of  magnitude  more  reliable  than  the 
electrical  system  of  any  sailboat  I’ve  ever 
seen,"  noted  the  programmer. 

”1 

I’m  going  to  keep  my  radar,  thank 
you,"  said  the  skeptic. 

"How  long  do  you  think  ’til  a  system  like 
this  becomes  available?"  asked  the  owner. 

"The  Coast  Guard  is  actually  doing  some 
preliminary  tests  right  now,"  Lee  answered. 
"They’ve  equipped  two  vessels  in  Narragan- 
sett  Bay  with  transmitters.  The  plan  is  to 
send  data  to  shore-based  vessel  traffic 
control  by  way  of  geosynchronous  commun¬ 
ication  satellites  and  an  internet  link  to  the 
Coast  Guard  R&D  Center.  They  call  it  ADS, 
for  'Automated  Dependent  Surveillance', 
meaning  that  the  positions  are  dependent  on 
the  vessels’  onboard  navigation  gear." 

"The  aviation  folks  are  actually  quite  a 
way  down  the  road  to  implementing  a  sys¬ 
tem  like  that  for  air  traffic  control,"  said  the 


■ What  about  boats  that  don’t  have  this  gizmo?" 


guest  at  the  radio  console.  "That’s  one  area 
where  radar  is  clearly  going  to  become  a 
secondary  system  compared  to  GPS-based 
position  monitoring." 

"It  seems  to  me,"  remarked  the  owner, 
"that  this  is  largely  a  bureaucratic  problem  at 
this  point.  Nothing  can  move  forward  unless 
the  government  allocates  the  radio  channel 
and  writes  the  standard  for  the  transmis¬ 
sions." 

"They  at  least  have  the  problem  on  the 
table,"  said  Lee,  "with  the  Narragansett  Bay 
demonstration.  But  like,  the  problem  is 
normal  government  top-down  cluelessness. 
They  still  think  that  the  purpose  of  this 
system  is  to  get  data  into  VTS  control  rooms, 
instead  of  setting  up  the  system  so  that  each 
user  has  access  to  all  the  info.  I  mean,  if  each 
skipper  can  see  a  screen  that  has  way  better 
data  than  what  the  vessel  traffic  controllers 
see  now,  a  lot  of  the  VTS  work  can  be  elim¬ 
inated." 

"You’re  not  proposing  we  do  away  with 
VTS,  I  hope." 

"I  dunno,  maybe  in  some  places  they 
could  scale  it  back.  Listen  to  VTS  for  a  while 
—  most  of  what  they  do  is  communication, 
not  control.  Every  time  they  read  out  the  list 
of  traffic  currently  on  the  Bay  —  you  know, 
what  kinds  of  vessels,  where  they’re  going  — 
it’s  all  stuff  that  could  just  as  easily  be 
encoded  and  displayed  on  everyone’s  plotter 
screen.  I  think  instead  of  ADS  the  Coast 
Guard  should  be  developing  a  system  called 
'ADDS'  for  'Automated  Dependent  Distrib¬ 
uted  Surveillance',  because  each  node  in  the 
system  should  have  full  capabilities  to 
surveille  all  other  nodes.  They  could  save 
some  serious  bucks  that  way,  in  the  long 
run." 

"So  what  exactly  do  you  think  should  be 
done  to  implement  it?"  I  asked. 

"Not  much,  actually.  Allocate  the 
appropriate  frequency,  write  up  the  protocol 
for  the  data  packet,  and  lobby  to  the 
International  Maritime  Organization  to  adopt 
it  as  an  international  standard.  The  hardware 
cost  will  probably  be  less  than  a  major 
overhaul  of  the  radar  gear  on  a  large  ship,  so 
like,  I  just  don’t  see  the  resistance  to 
near-universal  adoption  over  a  fairly  short 
time  frame." 

"I’d  buy  one,"  said  the  owner,  as  he 
waved  his  arm  at  his  huge  assortment  of  ex¬ 
pensive  electronic  gadgets.  "But  that  proves 
nothing." 

"By  the  year  2010,"  predicted  Lee,  "radar 
will  only  be  usedJor  weather  observation, 
and  GPS  transponders  will  be  as  common  as 
running  lights." 

"Maybe  one  way  to  get  it  online  even 
quicker  is  to  use  the  new  Digital  Selective 
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Calling  VHF  feature  to  transmit  the  data 
packet,"  suggested  the  programmer. 

"That’s  being  discussed  by  the  Coast 
Guard,  too,  and  we’ll  probably  see  it  happen 
soon.  But  sharing  a  communication  channel 
is  going  to  be  problematic,  in  the  long  run. 
DSC  may  end  up  working  great  for  offshore 
collision  avoidance,  and  sailboats  may  have 
DSC  software  set  up  to  monitor  ship 
proximity  automatically.  But  for  the  best 
performance  of  an  ADDS  system  we’ll  need 
a  dedicated  channel  at  a  higher  frequency. 
Until,  that  is,  everyone  has  a  global 
cellphone  with  cheap  rates  for  a  data  link, 
and  then  many  of  the  current  radio  tech¬ 
nologies  will  start  to  look  obsolete,  too." 

A  couple  of  the  people  were  ready  to 
take  issue  with  the  idea  of  global  cellphones 
replacing  radios,  but  the  debate  was  cut 
short  by  our  arrival  at  the  channel  leading  to 
the  restaurant.  That’s  when  the  owner  took 
out  his  own  cellphone  and  called  for  reserva- 
tions,  asking  for  one  giant  table. 


"Why  did  we  wait  ’til  now  to  make  this 
call?"  I  whispered  to  the  dinghy  sailor  at  the 
helm.  "This  place  is  going  to  be  crowded!" 

"Because  this  restaurant  doesn’t  normally 
take  reservations,"  answered  the  owner.  "But 
if  I  wait  until  they  can  see  the  boat,  then  it’s 


amazing  how  their  attitude  changes.  .  . " 

"No  problem,"  said  the  voice  over  the 
phone,  and  not  only  did  they  set  up  the  table 
we  wanted,  but  they  made  some  of  their 
patrons  interrupt  their  meal  to  move  boats 
around  so  that  we  could  fit  into  the  guest 
dock.  My  only  fear  was  that  I’d  be  recog¬ 
nized  stepping  off  this  giant  powerboat  by 
some  of  my  sailing  friends  out  on  the  restau¬ 
rant’s  deck. 

We  spent  most  of  the  dinner  convincing 


the  owner  to  let  us  use  his  boat  as  the  Race 
Committee  platform  for  an  upcoming  regat¬ 
ta,  but  only  after  we  promised  him  no  less 
than  four  limiting  buoys  to  protect  his 
perimeter.  Lee  and  her  friends,  after  mooch¬ 
ing  a  great  meal,  hooked  up  with  the  crew  of 
an  ultralight  racer  and  sailed  back  with  them. 

We  were  back  at  our  own  club  in  record 
time,  but  even  that  trip  was  noisy  and  a  bit 


boring  towards  the  end.  I  decided  I  still 
preferred  the  Bay  full-size,  as  seen  at  five 
knots,  and  not  shrunk  to  the  smaller  dimen¬ 
sions  created  by  powerboat  speeds. 

"What  do  you  think  of  powerboats  now?" 
asked  one  of  my  cruiser  friends  as  we 
stepped  off. 

"I  guess  we  still  need  them  to  help  define 
who  we  are  as  sailors,"  I  said.  "So  if  they 
didn’t  exist,  we’d  have  to  invent  them!" 

—  max  ebb 


“By  the  year  2010,  GPS  transponders  will 
be  as  common  as  running  lights . " 
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elcome  back  to  the  second  installment  of  the  ninth  annual 
Some  Like  It  Hot  Rally,  still  the  most  delightfully  disorganized  sailing 
event  in  the  world.  But  you  can’t  beat  the  entry  fee  (free),  the  rules 
(none),  or  the  destination  —  Cabo  San  Lucas.  So,  kind  of  like  an  old 
Toyota  station  wagon  that  refuses  to  die,  the  Rally  lurches  on  despite 
our  lack  of  maintenance.  Not  that  there’s  a  lot  to  it  —  you  just  sail 
from  the  States  down  to  Cabo,  sign  up  in  our  logbook  at  The  Broken 
Surfboard  Tacqueria,  and  your  name  magically  appears  the  next 
month  in  these  pages.  Easy,  right? 

Well,  that’s  how  it  works  in  theory,  at  least.  We  won’t  bore  you 
with  the  details,  but  once  again  we  can’t  guarantee  the  accuracy  of 
the  following  list  of  Ralliers.  With  airfares  to  Cabo  as  low  as  $60  these 
days  (check  out  America  West  Airlines),  we  should  probably  get  down 
there  and  straighten  out  the  list  ourselves!  On  a  more  positive  note, 

Cabo  is  still  jammed  with  every  type  of  boat  imaginable,  so  we  were 
at  least  able  to  track  down  some  gossip  this  month: 

•  Seemingly  a  universal  highlight  of  the  cruisers’  trip  down  the 
coast  has  been  Bahia  Santa  Maria.  According  to  Dick  Boden  of 
Calamity,  14  boats  spent  a  peacefulChristmas  Day  there.  Man  O’ War 
Cove,  just  inside  Mag  Bay,  has  also  been  popular.  At  both  A, 
anchorages,  Mexican  fishermen  appear  as  a  welcoming  committee,  :;A 
immediately  offering  lobsters  "almost  free."  After  Christmas,  several 
cruisers  delivered  gifts  to  the  children  of  the  fishing  camp  at  the  Santa 
Maria  Estuary  —  apparently  a  most  appreciated  gesture. 


John  Johnson  (left)  and  Jerry  Hall  (ralliers  #47)  celebrate  a  successful  first 
sail  down  the  coast.  Below,  staples  of  Cabo  life. 


Kaci  Cronkhite  and  Debbie  Chacon  were  aboard  in  Cabo.  .  .  Peter?, ’a  ~ 
_  -  --  -  ,  iT_  ^  ~  f-A  Schauer  and  Becky  Mitche,  sailing  their  Cheoy  Lee  38  Jonah  out  of 

.  By  all  accounts,  Gregono  Vidal  Sanchez,  port  captam  at  Puerto  Vancouver,  are  in  the  process  of  starting  a  circumnavigation.  .  S'-C-/ 
Magdalena,  deserves  extra  stars  for  his  most  pleasant  receptions  and  a  Heading  ’Down  Under’  are  Bright  Wing  and  Promises.  .  .  Mike  and^.A 
assistance  to  all  cruisers.  He  even  dinghies  out  to  greet  them!  ;  a  Debby  Lyons  are  sailing  with  their  21 -month-old  daughter  RhiannonAC V 
Momentum  II  has  pictures  (which  we  hope  to  see  soon)  of  Gregorio  •  a  aboard  their  25-foot  homebuilt  cutter,  also  named  Rhiannon.  .  'X  A 
driving  his  Jeep  onto  two  pangas dashed  together,  about  to  be  ferried  Anyway,  without  further  ado,  let’s  meet  the  latest  crop  of  Ralliers. 'c/cA 

over  to  San  Carlos  for  repairs!  The  slow  trip  apparently  took  four  a.  a  We’re  outta  here,  off  to  see  our  travel  agent  about  those  $60  fares  -  - 

hours,  but  all  arrived  safely  >$  which,  like  the  lobsters  at  Santa  Maria,  are  "almost  free." 

•  Some  of  the  more  ambitious  members  of  the  Class  of  95-  96  ' 


include  the  all-female  crew  of  the  Orca  38  Tethys,  which  recently 
completed  a  five-year  circumnavigation.  Nancy  Erbey,  Sue  Joerger, 
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204)  AMB  Fantaslco  /  Down  Easter  38  /  Bostons  /  Wilmington,  DE.  s/jX') 

205)  Misty  Dawn  Two  /  Tayana  42  /  The  Lombardis  /  Long  Beach.  AAv 

206)  Rhumbllne  /  CS  36  /  Len  &  Jane  Thornback  /  San  Francisco.  yJ~ 

207)  Natoma  /  Herreschoff  35  /  Stan  &  Kathy  Cook  /  San  Diego. 

208)  Chalupa  /  Block  Islander  27  /  The  Dorns  /  San  Diego. 

209)  Harmony  II  /  Fischer  34  /  Dave  &  Jane  Hasz  /  Portland. 

210)  Hanta  Yo  /  Islander  41  /  Sandy  Mazen  /  San  Diego. 

211)  Enigma  /  Tayana  37  /  John  &  MaKShort  /  Seattle. 

212)  Verdant  /  Cascade  44  /  The  Norcutts  /  Portland. 

213)  Charisma  /  Han  Christian  38  /  The  Fords  /  Bremerton,  WA. 

214)  Natalie  /  Ericson  35  /  Geoff  &  Nancy  Baker  /  Newport  Beach. 
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215)  Chlmo  /  Custom  41  /  Dave  &  Barbara  /  Nashua,  NH. 

C  216)  Bravo  Charlie  /  Horizon  42  /  Greg  Walsh  &  Ruth  Page  /  SF. 

217)  Mlslncllne  /  Horizon  48  /  Milo  &  Penny  Brooks  /  Home,  WA. 

218)  La  Paloma  /  Catalina  34  /  Jim  Dysert  &  Joe  Cygan  /  Dana  Pt. 

219)  Nancy  Blackett  /  Discovery  37  /  Hunt  &  Grech  /  Victoria,  BC.  ? 

220)  Leeway  2  /  Corbin  39  /  David  &  Fran  Leigh  /  Nanaimo,  BC. 

221)  Tarheel  /  Slocum  43  /  Hal  C.  Byrd  &  Jean  /  Seattle.  i  i 

222)  Nyamba  /  Custom  41  /  Jim  &;  Brenda  Berwick -J  St.  Louis,  MO. 

223)  Madam  /  Han  Christian  38  /  Pete  Lichtenstein  /  San  Diego.  '  - 

224)  Tegan  /  CT  38  /  Joe  Kayorie  &  Janet  Pinder  /  Vancouver. 

225)  Rapture  /  Island  Packet  38  /  Unknown  /  San  Diego.  - 

226)  Lindsay  Christine  /  Mercator  30  /  Chuck  &  Theresa  /  Everett. 

227)  Si-Yes-Da  /  Hunter  40  /  Cary  &  Dyann  Schwendeman  /  Seattle. 

228)  White  Bird  /  Columbia  34  /  The  Denney  Family  /  Channel  Is. 

;  229)  Crescendo  /  Endeavor  37  /  Unknown  /  Samish  Is.,  WA.  v  - 

230)  Cursor  /  Fantasia  35  /  J.  Gallear  &  C.  Chandler  /  Juneau.  ,  - 

231)  Mighty  Wind  /  53’  Cross  Tri  /  The  Denham  Family  /  Unknown.  *  ' 

232)  Rhlannon  /  25’  home-built  cutter  /  The  Lyons  /  Seattle.  > : 

233)  Always  /  Unknown  /  John  &  Eve  Dennis  /  Unknown.  V 

234)  Pastronllla  /  50’  pilothouse  cutter  /  Crehin  &  Bayer  /  Pt.  Loma.. 

235)  Vision  /  Cal  48  /  Starrett,  Wells  &  Henry  /  San  Francisco. 

236)  Pokey  /  Defever  44  /  Seckington  Family  &  L.  Gillesie  /  Tampa.;-; 
k  ;  237)  Llena  Luna  /  Tayana  42  /  M.  Hugh  &  M.  Handley  /  San  Diego. 

238)  Tengo  Tlempo  /  Unknown  /  The  Heinemans  /  Seal  Beach. 


5,  259)  Tethys /  Orca  38  /  Erbey,  Joerger,  Cronkhite,  Chacon  /  Seattle. 
VVf  260)  Phoenix  /  Olson  40  /  C.  Muehl,  E.  Jones  &  R.  Fritz  /  SF. 

261)  Gypsy  Boogaloo  /  Pedrick  47  /  A.  &  L.  McDowell  /  San  Diego. 

262)  Hattie  Annie  /  40’  Defever  /  Cammack  &  Marker  /  Tucson. 

263)  Calamity  /  Ceil  27  /  Dick  Boden  /  Dana  Point. 

264)  Grosser  Furz  /  Unk.  /  Harry  &  Ingrid  Hogan  /  Sacramento. 

;  V,  265)  Island  Drifter  /  Union  Polaria  36  /  Kimball  /  Vernon,  AZ. 
u  266)  Ballerina  /  Irwin  52  /  A1  &  Wally  Drossin  /  Ventura. 

:  >  267)  Lootas  /  Beneteau  440  /  Greg  &  Florence  Barbour  /  Vancouver. 

268)  Belvedere  /  Pearson  424  /  Darold  &  Linda  Brown  /  Portland. 

<  .  269)  Patience  /  40-footer  /  John  Cometri  &  Bob  Esophla  /  Unk. 

270)  Rainbow  Dancer  /  Hans  Christian  41  /  Page  &  Craveiro  /  SF. 

271)  The'  Mystery  Boat  /  Unknown  /  Unknown  /  Unknown. 

>;  272)  Ardmachree  /  Fraser  41  /  Bill  &  Kathy  Clark  /  Vancouver. 

273)  Green  Sun  /  44-foot  steel  /  Sunderland  Family  /  Sask.,  CAN. 
C 274)  Stargazer  /  Columbia  34  /  T.  &  C.  Weddle  /  Channel  Islands. 

. ■  275)  Flonn  Mac-Cool  /  Dreadnaught  38  /  Bolander  Family  /  Seattle . 

s  276)  Nereus  /  Downeast  38  /  Brickhouse  &  Grant  /  Everett,  WA. 

277)  Bef/a  Luna  /  Catalina  36  /  M.  &  V.  Reschenberg  /  Alameda. 

278)  Calypso  /  Cheoy  Lee  40  /  Scott  &  Sonia  Yates  /  San  Francisco. 


239)  Grey  Wo// /  Unk.  /  Larry  Atkins  &  Maureen  McTee  /  Portland. 

240)  Markenurh  /  Mason  37  /  Marc  Edge  &  Jeff  Joseph  /  Vancouver.  ;  ^? ;* 

241)  Bose  /  Union  36  /  Rose  &  Larry  McCaffrey  /  Portland. 

242)  Magic  Moon  /  Unknown  /  Larry  &  Bonnie  Sheldon  /  SF. 
i" '  ,  243)  Silver  Sea  /  49  Alaskan  /  Dale  &  Cord  Marble  /  Friday  Harbor. 

244)  Margarttavllle  /  Unk.  /  Rex  &  Jeanie  Hendricks  /  Blaine,  WA. 

245)  Discovery  /  Contest  35  /  Ken  &  Margaret  Fellows  /  Seattle. 

246)  Lady  Klntyre  /  Hunter  42  /  The  Johnsons  /  Hoquiami,  WA. 

/  247)  Westwlnd  /  Coronado  42  /  H.  Kayes  &  M.  McQuaid  /  Seattle, 

r  i  < ;  248)  Molly  Mawk  /  Unknown  /  Unknown  /  Vancouver. 

249)  Js/a  Romantlca  /  Cheoy  Lee  38  /  The  Powells  /  Dana  Point. 

V7 :  250)  Conqulro  /  Westsail  32  /  Don  &  Nancy  Hughes  /  Orange,  CA.  , 

;  P  V  251)  Motu  /  Flicka  20  /  Bill  Barnes  &  Paul  Zimmerman  /  Morro  Bay. 

V; ;  252)  Emily  /  Garden  27  /  R.  Wasserman  &  M.  Callam  /  San  Rafael. 

253)  King’s  Pride  /  Westsail  39  /  Unknown  /  Long  Beach. 

254)  Drifter  /  Coronado  34  /  Allan  McDonagh  /  Ventura. 

,  255)  Drummorah  /  Unknown  /  Unknown  /  Long  Beach. 

256)  Sea  Bose  /  Capo  46  /  Fredericksen  Family  /  Newport  Beach. 


257)  Mejnoon  /  Hans  Christian  34  /  Rick  Paplew  /  Buffalo,  NY. 

258)  Supposing  /  NZ  37  /  Stevens  Family  /  Dutch  Harbor,  AK. 


T/ie  dinghy  dock  at  Cabo  Isle  Marina.  All  photos/andy. 
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279)  Dessert  First  /  Cal  40  /  Chris  &  Karen  Sherican  /  Victoria. 

280)  Kfee  Wycfc  11  J  Vancouver  27  /  The  Way-Nees  /  Vancouver. 

281)  Kay-Marie  /  50’  ferro  ketch  /  Dale  Hines  &  Ken  Hyden/ Seattle. 

282)  Miriama  /  57’  motorsailer  /  Bob  Scott  /  Reno,  NV. 

283)  Wind  Drift  /  Passport  40  /  M.  &  D.  Ericson  /  Oceanside,  CA. 

284)  Island  Style  /  Cal  30  /  Carl  Reuter  &  Karen  Roller  /  Santa  Cruz. 

285)  Jonah  /  Cheoy  Lee  38  /  Schauer  &  Mitche  /  Vancouver,  WA. 

286)  Hemisphere  Dancer  I  Roberts  37  /  Steven  Schaffer/  Oakland. 

287)  Endeavour  /  42’  Grand  Banks  /  Mosers  /  Bethel  Island,  CA. 

288)  Bright  Wing  /  Unknown  /  Bill  &  Gail  Place  /  Salinas. 

289)  Antares  /  Unknown  /  Jerry  Horton  &  Theresa  Coyne  /  SF. 

290)  Kochab  /  Dave  Stephens  &  Trish  Couter  /  Oakland,  CA. 

291)  Promises  /  Hallberg-Rassy  42  /  D„&  H.  Ballaine  /  Seattle. 

292)  Navigator  /  Crealock  34  /  Ron  &  Margaret  Angell  /  Eureka. 

293)  Running  Shoe  /  Coronado  34  /  Littlejohns  /  Caulfield,  BC. 

294)  Flying  Lady  /  Tayana  37  /  Pruett  &  McReynolds  /  San  Diego. 

295)  Tacu  /  Lat  38  Pilothouse  /  Ron  Buffet  /  Key  West. 

296)  J  /  Lancer  45  /  Kramer,  Puckett,  Eberhard  /  San  Diego. 

297)  Emma’s  Rose  /  Unknown  /  Mac  &  Barbara  McCar  /  San  Diego. 

298)  True  Love  /  Downeast  38  /  Dean  Yale  /  Portland. 

299)  Brisa  /  Panoceanic  45  /  David  &  Jeanette  Skillings  /  Las  Vegas. 

300)  Silmaril  /  Hallberg  Rassy  35  /  S.  &  V.  Spencer  /  Seattle. 

301)  Cheryl  Jean  /  Catalina  30  /  D.  &  D.  Monahan  /  Oxnard. 

302)  Rebound  /  Valiant  32  /  Bud  Murphy  &  Clause  Henry  /  SF. 

303)  Enticer  /  Sea  Star  /  Unknown  /  San  Rafael. 

304)  Pag  Asa  /  Chris  Craft  30  /  Alex  Alexander  /  San  Francisco. 

305)  Lady  K  /  Fairweather  39  /  Pieter  Kokelaar  &  L.  Reynolds  /  LA. 

306)  Devotion  /  Cascade  42  /  The  Wrights  /  San  Diego. 


Cabo  San  Lucas  90210  —  If  you  still  think  Cabo  is  a  sleepy  little  fishing 


; !  ■ 


village,  you  haven't  been  there  lately. 


307)  Resolve  /  Ocean  Alexander  60  /  G.  &  J.  Kenny  /  San  Diego. 

308)  Lost  Puppy  /  Peterson  44  /  Giampietros  /  Chestertown,  MD. 

309)  Amazing  Grace  /  Tayana  55  /  Wayne  Leehyk  /  Mission  Viejo. 

310)  Momentum  11  /  Fast  Passage  39  /  Chisholm  /  Victoria,  BC. 

,  311)  Goosend  /  Piver  Nimble  30  /  David  Walker  /  San  Francisco. 
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G.  Gianola  &  Sons  Inc. 

Quality,  Custom  Canvas,  Cushions  and  Enclosures. 


‘Experience  makes  the  difference l 

We  constantly  strive  to  improve  our 
Quality,  Service  &  Technology. 


! Built  to  Last! 

All  our  products  are  constructed  of  the  highest  quality 
materials  with  the  time  and  care  to  insure  a  long  life 


Proud  Distributors  For: 


BARRETT  BONDED  WINDOWS 


CUSTOM  AQUAMAT  CARPETING 


400D  Harbor  Drive,  Sausalito,  CA  (415)  332-3339 


SVANVO  lAIOlSflO  *  SNOS  QNV  VIONVIO  •  SVANVO  lAIOJLSflO  •  SNOS  QNV  VIONVIO  •  SVANVO  WOlSflO  •  SNOS  QNV  VIONVIO 


QUALITY  MARINE 
BOAT  TRANSPORTING 

SERVICE  REPAIRS  STORAGE  ACCESSORIES  HAULING 


ICC#  263064 
BONDED 
INSURED 


Custom  designed  equipment  &  air  ride  trailers  exclusively 
for  sail,  power,  multiple  boats. 

2122  NORTHGATE  BLVD.  SACRAMENTO,  CA  95833 
CALL  FOR  FREE  QUOTATION  1-800-646-0292  •  FAX  (916)  646-3241 


MARINE  SERVICE 


1-800-326-5135 

Fax  415-453-8460 


619  CANAL  ST.,  SAN  RAFAEL,  CA  94901 
PHONE  (415)  453-1001 


•  New  &  Used  Engines 

•  Largest  Parts  Inventory 

•  Same  Day  Shipping 

•  Service 

'WE  SHIP  WORLDWIDE' 


VOLVO  PENTA  •  OMC  •  EVINRUDE 
DETROIT  DIESEL  •  PERKINS 


The  Quality  end  Craftsmanship  You  Want, 
at  a  Price  You  Can  Afford. 


Today,  sails  are  designed  by  similar  computer  programs,  and 
constructed  of  similar  materials.  The  difference  is  the  quality 
and  craftsmanship  and  the  price  you  must  pay.  Lee  Sails  offers 
you  the  best  of  all. 


o 

_ 


647  Pacific  Avenue 
Alameda,  CA  94501 

(510)  523-9011 


SPARKY  MARINE  ELECTRICS 


SALES  AND  INSTALLATIONS 

*  *  *  * 

Specialist  in  Lighting,  Wind-Water-Solar  Charging 
Batteries,  Inverters,  12  Volt  Products, 

High  Amperage  Alternator  Charging 
Trouble-Shooting  Expert 


FULLY 

INSURED 


V/S4 


MasfelCard 


#3  GATE  3  ROAD,  SAUSALITO 

T 

e-mail:  sparkymarineelectrics  @  msn  .com 


800-500-6726 
415-332-6726 
FAX  41 5-332-8266 
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This  month  we  share  the  highlights  from  reader  responses  to  our 
'Worldwide  Charter  Survey',  as  well  as  two  first-hand  reports  from 
Tonga  and  miscellaneous  Charter  Notes. 


No  Shortage  oi  Advice 

The  reader  response  to  our  worldwide 
charter  survey  (December  ’95)  was  im¬ 
pressive.  We  extend  our  hearty  thanks  to  all 
of  you  who  took  the  time  to  respond. 

Our  intention  was  to  take  the  pulse  of  our 
readership  and  give  veteran  charterers  a 
forum  for  sharing  tips  and  comments.  It’s 
evident  by  the  forms  and  letters  that  have 
been  trickling  in  over  the  past  few  weeks  that 
chartering  —  especially  bareboat  chartering 
—  is  the  favorite  vacation  choice  of  many 
readers,  and  that  many  have  gleaned  a  great 
deal  of  practical  know-how  during  their 
travels.  We’ve  included  a  selection  of 
readers’  charter  tips  and  tidbits  below  for 
your  edification. 

Our  little  poll  was  certainly  less  than  a 
comprehensive  scientific  study.  In  fact,  we 
shudder  to  think  what  the  margin  of  error 
might  be.  But  its  results  did  reveal  some 
interesting  trends.  Most  respondents  have 
taken  five  or  more  charter  trips  away  from 
their  home  waters  (mostly  bareboat),  at 
intervals  of  one  trip  every  year  or  two.  While 
almost  all  have  'done  the  Virgins',  a  wide 
variety  of  other  foreign  destinations  have 
been  explored  by  Bay  Area  sailors.  The  most 
popular  seem  to  be  the  Pacific  Ndrthwest, 
Mexico,  the  Windward  Antilles  and  the 
Bahamas  (a  surprise  to  us).  Future  trips 
planned?  Greece  and  Turkey,  the  Pacific 


and  choose  both  their  charter  destinations 
and  companies  to  work  with  because  of 
advertising,  friends’  advice  and— thank  you 
very  much  —  editorial  mention  in  Latitude 
(or  other  media). 

The  best  thing  about  chartering?  Durand 
Stieger  may  have  said  it  best:  'The  best 
things  about  bareboat  chartering  —  and  the 
best  things  in  life,  also  —  aren’t  things  at  all, 
they’re  feelings:  like  the  feeling  of  freedom  to 
steer  your  own  course  in  interesting  and 
exotic  chartering  areas  around  the  world, 
often  visiting  places  accessible  only  by  boat; 
the  feeling  of  being  one  with  the  elements 
and  of  fitting  in  more  naturally  with  nature; 
the  warm  feeling  of  sharing  good  times  with 
good  friends,  and  the  feeling  of  camaraderie 
from  doing  the  tasks  that  shipboard  life 
requires." 

To  others,  the  best  thing  about  chartering 
is  . . .  "flying  out  of  SFO  in  the  cold  of  winter 
and  —  presto!  —  stepping  onto  a  beautiful, 
fully  equipped  yacht  in  the  sunny  tropics".  . 
"that  you’re  in  an  exotic  place,  but  you  have 
challenges  and  adventures  rather  than  hotel- 
by-the-pool  experiences"  .  .  .  "that  you  can 
control  your  own  itinerary"  .  .  .  "that  you 
have  great  adventures  while  relaxing,  with 
no  hassles"  .  .  .  "the  self  confidence  and 
experience  you  gain  from  skippering  or  co¬ 
skippering  with  others"  .  .  .  "getting  to  sail 
different  types  of  boats"  .  .  .  "being  able  to 
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Exploring  the  historic  Greek  Isles  give  sailors  a 
sense  of  life  in  ancient  times,  while  providing  an 
idyllic  cruising  ground  that's  notorious  for  fun. 

Northwest,  Fiji,  Tonga  and  Thailand  were 
the  high  scorers.  Most  respondents  book 
their  trips  directly  with  bareboat  companies 


sail  almost  anywhere  in  the  world  without 
having  to  make  the  on-the-water  passage  to 
get  there" .  .  .  "watching  the  sunset  from  the 
deck  of  your  boat  —  there’s  nothing  better!" 

"The  only  down  side,"  noted  one  writer, 
"is  that  all  your  vacation  pictures  look  the 


same  —  white  sands,  clear  water,  beautiful 
sunsets,  etc.,  etc." 

For  those  uninitiated  to  the  joys  of 
bareboating,  the  thought  of  taking 
responsibility  for  on  expensive,  unfamiliar 
yacht  in  strange  waters  can  be  a  bit  daunting. 
Such  anxiety  has  undoubtedly  led  some 
would-be  bareboaters  to  procrastinate 
indefinitely  about  •  making  plans.  Sound 
familiar?  Several  of  our  highly  experienced 
survey  respondents  offer  thoughtful  advice 
and  encouragement. 

John  Kershaw  of  Reno  says,  "Pick  a 
reputable  charter  company,  make  sure 
you’re  compatible  with  the  other  people 
you’ll  be  going  with,  pack  lightly  and  go  for 
it!  We  have  never  been  disappointed." 

An  anonymous  reader  advises,  "Get 
charts  ahead  of  time.  Learn  the  potential 
dangers  (currents,  tides,  etc.)  before  you’re 
in  them!" 

Rich  Wipfler  of  Menlo  Park  recommends, 
“Go  with  friends  who  sail.  They’ll  be  backup 
skippers  and  will  multiply  the  fun  and 
adventure!" 

Mel  and  Ann  Wallace  of  Columbia  (CA) 

♦  |  £  ,\  >  Y  X  '  v  v,*. |  v'  >  / 
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Ah,  Tahiti.  A  place  you  should  definitely  put  high 
on  your  charter  wish  list. 


suggest,  'Take  an  ASA  or  US  Sailing  class  in 
bareboat  chartering  if  you’ve  never  done  a 
charter  before.  We  took  a  class  out  of  San 
Carlos,  Mexico,  so  it  was  a  vacation  as  well 
as  a  learning  experience." 

Bruce  Adornato  of  Palo  Alto  advocates, 
"If  you’re  new  to  chartering,  take  a  skipper 
—  it’s  worth  it.  Also  consider  a  cook.  Never 
charter  a  boat  more  than  three  years  old 
unless  you’ve  had  time  to  really  check  it  out 
in  advance  (before  you  arrive  with  family, 
friends  and  a  timetable)." 

Ken  &  Linda  Stehr  of  Walnut  Creek 
caution  that  "everything  you  hear  about  how 
being  on  a  boat  can  stress  friendships  is  true! 
Be  absolutely  sure  about  the  compatibility 
of  your  crew.  Don’t  overload  your  boat  to 
save  money.  A  44  footer  gets  really  small 
very  fast  with  six  adults  on  board.  Know  how 
to  anchor.  The  wind  always  seems  to  blow 
harder  at  night,  so  make  sure  your  anchor(s) 
are  well  set. 

"Don’t  take  a  lot  of  clothes.  In  the  Virgin 


Islands,  plan  on  one  T-shirt  per  day.  Put  a 
clean  one  on  in  the  evening,  after  your 
shower,  and  use  it  the  next  day.  You  only 
really  need  two  pairs  of  shorts.  One  pair  for 
swimming  and  a  nice  pair  for  going  out  to 
dinner.  Take  a  pair  of  those  water-sock  type 
shoes  for  going  ashore.  They  will  save  your 
feet  from  nasty  cuts  from  coral  and  rocks. 

"If  you  can  wait  a  few  hours  before 
leaving  the  dock,  give  self-provisioning  a 
thought.  Provisioning  from  the  charter 
company  is  usually  way  overkill  on  the 
amount  of  food." 

Durand  Stieger  of  Carmichael  says,  "Go 
for  it!  What  could  be  better  than  starting  your 
sailing  vacation  at  the  vacation  area  itself? 

"Study  up  in  advance:  not  only  is 
planning  for  your  trip  half  the  fun,  but  the 
better  prepared  you  are,  the  more  you’ll 
appreciate  and  benefit  from  your  adventure. 
So,  obtain  and  pour  through  the  cruising 
guide  in  advance,  jotting  down  questions  as 
you  go,  and  look  through  a  current  travel 
guide  for  the  area. 

"I’ve  learned  the  hard  way  to  really  pin 
down  the  charter  company  on  exactly  what 
layout  configuration  your  chartered  yacht 
will  actually  have,  particularly  if  you  plan  to 


fill  most  or  all  of  the  available  berths." 

Michael  Tuft  of  Newcastle  advises,  "Don’t 
wait  a  moment  longer,  do  it! 

"A  word  to  the  wise,  however,  on 
bareboat  cruising  in  Tonga.  The  Vava’u 
group  of  islands  are  the  finest  (I’ve  been 
there  twice).  However,  the  time  and  travails 
of  getting  there  are  legendary.  Flying  on 
Royal  Tongan  Airways  is  always  an 
experience.  Always  try  to  fly  on  Tonga’s 
airline  Monday  through  Thursday.  Try  not  to 
get  near  the  weekends  (they  don’t  fly  at  all 
on  Sundays).  But  once  in  the  Vava’u  Islands, 
be  prepared  for  fun  and  relaxation!  You’ll 
also  get  to  meet  some  of  the  greatest  world 
cruisers." 

When  we  read  these  comments  from  Tim 
Harris  of  Portland,  it  made  us  proud  to  be 
strong  advocates  of  family  chartering: 

"Our  family  is  closer  and  more  respectful 
of  each  other  because  of  the  bareboat 
charters  we’ve  done.  As  a  parent,  it’s  difficult 
to  get  the  children  away  from  friends, 
television  and  phones. 

"Chartering  has  given  us  quality  time 
together.  We’ve  explored,  learned  new  skills, 
had  responsibility  for  very  expensive  pieces 
of  equipment  and  increased  personal 
confidence.  I’ve  started  each  trip  with  the 
idea  that  it’s  a  vacation  for  all  of  us.  We’ve 
all  picked  the  areas  and  tasks  each  of  us 
wished  to  be  responsible  for  and  operated  as 
a  team  with  no  commands  or  loud  yelling. 

"We  all  took  part  in  cooking,  cleaning, 
anchoring,  choosing  where  we  were  going 
and  how  we  were  going  to  get  there. 

"Now  that  the  children  are  out  of  college 
and  on  their  own,  I  can  see  that  they  are 
proud  of  what  we  have  done  together.  They 
are  confident  adults  and  I  feel  that  our 
chartering  has  given  them  experiences  that 
few  of  their  friends  have  had." 

As  promised,  we  threw  the  names  of  all 
survey  respondents  into  a  hat  and  pulled  10 
winners.  Five  will  receive  vouchers  for  a 
complementary  Bay  sail  aboard  the  sleek 
and  sexy  Adventure  Cat  —  courtesy  of  Capt. 
Hans  —  and  five  more  will  receive  Official 
Charter  Inspector  T-shirts. 

Finally,  what  charter  destinations  do 
readers  want  to  hear  about  in  future  issues? 
Alaska,  the  Chesapeake,  Europe,  Fiji, 
Greece,  the  Great  Lakes,  Hawaii,  Italy,  New 
Caledonia,  New  England,  the  smaller  islands 
of  the  South  and  Central  Pacific,  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  the  Seychelles,  Spain,  Tahiti, 
Thailand  and  Turkey.  Hey,  thanks  for  the 
input  —  we’re  packing  our  bags  right  now! 

— latitude/aet 


/ 
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Walk  Softly  and  Carry  a  Big  Smile 

Although  we’re  longtime  advocates  of 
chartering  in  foreign  lands,  it’s  important  to 
clarify  that  sailing  in  remote,  sparsely  devel¬ 
oped  areas  of  the  world  is  definitely  not  for 
everyone.  If  you  require  that  your  vacation 
spots  have  American-style  infrastructure 
and  snappy,  white-glove  service,  forget 
about  places  like  Tonga  and  Fiji.  Just 
because  there’s  a  bareboat  base  in  an  area, 
you  can’t  expect  it  to  be  a  quasi-American 
colony. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  possess  an 
adventurous  spirit  and  a  genuine  curiosity 
about  the  yet  unspoiled  regions  of  our  world, 
such  countries  should  be  high  on  your 
vacation  wish  list.  Besides  the  allure  of 
turquoise  waters  and  sugar-fine  beaches,  a 
primary  motivation  for  flying  halfway  around 
the  world  to  sail  in  far-flung  waters  should  be 
to  interact  with  a  foreign  culture  acutely 
different  from  our  own,  where  the  local  folk 
still  revere  age-old  ways  and  values  —  rather 
than  imitating  ours. 

If  you  can  bag  your  'urban  attitude',  slow 
w-a-y  down  to  island  time  and  be  a  bit 
humble,  you’re  likely  to  forge  lasting  friend¬ 
ships  and  carry  home  the  best  souvenir  of 
all:  priceless  memories.  In  the  process  you’ll 
undoubtedly  also  glean  a  fresh  perspective 
on  your  own  life.  The  following  two  accounts 
of  chartering  in  Tonga  show  that  their 
authors  had  the  right  idea. 

—  latitude/aet 

Exploring  the  'Friendly  Kingdom' 

The  Tongan  Islands  were  named  the 
'Friendly  Islands'  by  James  Cook  in  the 
1700s.  Today,  they  remain  the  only  islands 
in  the  South  Pacific  that  have  never  been 
colonized.  Perhaps  it’s  because  of  their 
relative  isolation  that  they  have  also 
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remained  so  'friendly'. 

Our  group  from  the  Sausalito  Yacht  Club 
arrived  in  Tonga  last  May.  After  a  friendly 
reception  by  Lisa  and  Bill  Bailey  at  The 
Moorings  base  in  Neiafu  we  boarded  our  13 
fully-provisioned  yachts,  then  split  up  and 
set  off  to  explore  the  many  islands  that  make 
up  the  Vava’u  Group.  Five  boats  made  the 
passage  to  Hunga,  an  island  that  can  only  be 
reached  at  high  tide  with  the  right  light.  And 
what  a  light!  The  sun  danced  across  the  tops 
of  the  coconut  trees  and  sent  shimmering 
rays  across  the  lagoon.  An  outrigger  with  a 
woman  and  girl  made  its  way  from  boat  to 
boat,  inviting  everyone  to  the  island  the  next 
day. 

In  the  morning,  our  group  met  ashore  and 
toured  the  village  where  both  pigs  and  dogs 
ran  around  freely.  We  saw  the  island’s  only 
phone  (in  a  small  public  booth)  and  the  site 
where  a  medical  clinic  was  being  built  by  the 
government. 

Each  of  us  had  brought  supplies  and  gifts 
for  the  children  of  the  local  school.  As  a 
thank  you,  we  were  entertained  with  songs 
and  dancing.  Barefoot  girls  in  red  school 
dresses  danced  in  typical  Tongan  fashion 
(their  style  is  more  reserved  than  other 


Oceans  away  from  mainstream  tourism,  Tonga  is 
an  adventurer's  destination.  Clockwise  from 
upper  left:  traditional  dancers ;  anniversary 
cruisers ;  young  scholars ;  The  Moorings  base. 

Polynesians).  The  boys  displayed  their 
'artistic  freedom'  by  wildly  swinging  their 
arms  and  stomping  their  feet. 

Our  kids,  Allison'  and  Katie,  joined  with 
several  older  cruisers  in  teaching  the  local 
children  a  few  Girl  Scout  songs.  They  left 
behind  stamped  envelopes  addressed  to 
Tam  Valley  School  in  Mill  Valley  in  hopes  of 
starting  a  pen  pal  relationship. 

The  next  morning,  each  boat  headed  off 
on  its  own  course.  Some  chose  to  visit 
Kenutu  and  the  newly  famous  'Berlin  Bar'. 
Others  made  way  for  Port  Maurelle  or 
Vaka’eitu.  Everywhere  there  was  beautiful 
snorkeling,  fishing  or  scuba.  The  steady  12- 
14  knot  breezes  create  a  sailor’s  paradise 
that  many  have  never  known  before.  On  The 
Moorings’  chart  of  the  area  there  are  over  40 
anchorages  listed! 

Our  entire  group  gathered  together  twice 
during  the  cruise.  The  first  time  was  for  a 
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Sunday  dinner  —  rain,  mud  and  all.  We 


Moorings-arranged  Tongan  Feast  at  Ano 
Beach  where  local  artisans  displayed  tradi¬ 
tional  tapas,  baskets,  jewelry,  wood  carvings 
and  shells.  We  were  treated  to  wonderful 
dancing,  by  women  and  children  of  varying 
ages  who  covered  their  bodies  with  coconut 
oil.  Visitors  are  encouraged  to  place  some 
small  currency  on  their  slick  skin  if  they  like 
the  dances.  The  youngest  dancer,  around  2 
years  old,  lost  her  dress  and  seemed  to  net 
the  biggest  profit.  We  sat  cross-legged  under 
coconut  fronds  and  boldly  ate  some  really 
incredible  food,  which  had  been  prepared 
traditionally  in  a  umu  (underground)  oven. 

The  host  of  the  evening  invited  us  to 
come  to  church  the  next  morning.  Wor¬ 
shipers  are  summoned  by  the  beating  of  a 
hollowed-out  log  in  the  age-old  manner. 
Although  the  parishioners  numbered  only 
about  18,  the  sound  of  their  #singing 
resembled  three  Tabernacle  Choirs  put 
together.  The  magical  spirit  of  their  voices  is 
something  we’ll  probably  never  forget. 

Our  second  grpup  rendezvous  was  at 
'Anchorage  8',  Nuku  Island.  The  white  sand 


and  turquoise  blue  water  of  this  stop  made  it 
a  favorite.  In  this  deep  anchorage,  you  can 
drop  your  hook  20’  away  from  the  beach 
and  swim  right  up. 

Looking  back  on  this  magical  vacation 
now,  we’re  left  with  memories  of  paradise, 
good  times  with  old  friends  and  the  enrich¬ 
ment  that  comes  from  making  new  ones. 

—  Cathy  Youngling 
*  Sausalito 

Singin’  in  the  Rain  —  Tonga  Style 

Rather  than  take  our  own  boat  on  an 
extended  passage,  we  decided  to  visit  part  of 
the  South  Pacific  by  plane  and  bareboat  to 
celebrate  our  35th  year  of  'cruising  through 
marriage'  together. 

The  best  things  about  Tonga  were  the 
people  and  the  diving!  Everyone  was  friendly 
and  very  curious  about  us.  Tongans  are  very 
generous  and  hospitable  people.  The  marine 
life  and  coral  are  spectacular.  Each  time  1 
entered  the  water,  I  saw  something  that  I  had 
u  not  seen  before.  <  y  ■ 

5  Unfortunately,  a  tropical  convergence 
§  brought  torrents  of  rain  shortly  after  our 
S  arrival.  But  we  had  some  great  experiences 
x  nonetheless.  The  traditional  Tongan  feast 
5  (provided  as  part  of  our  charter  fee)  was  a 
memorable  highlight.  This  elaborate  meal 
was  served  buffet  style,  on  the  ground 
beneath  a  kind  of  woven  shelter.  The  dishes 
were  shells,  half  coconuts  and  leaves,  while 
the  utensils  were  our  fingers.  The  menu 
included  lobster,  pork,  chicken,  fish,  fresh 
fruit,  yams  and  cooked  taro  leaves  which 
tasted  like  spinach  —  everything  was 
delicious!  Our  host  invited  us  to  attend 
church  the  next  morning. 

As  we  slogged  our  way  up  the  muddy 
path  to  meet  the  bus  for  church  services, 
torrents  of  rain  splashing  on  our  ponchos,  we 
never  stopped  to  think  that  we  were  not 
having  fun!  The  driver  of  our  tarp-covered 
pick-up  truck/bus,  attired  in  coat  and  tie,  got 
stuck  in  the  mud  twice,  but  everyone  got  out 
and  pushed  and  we  eventually  arrived. 

Our  church  host  invited  nine  of  us  to 


made  our  way  through  the  mud  and  the  pigs 
to  his  home  and  on  arrival  were  offered  a 
bucket  of  water  and  towels  to  dry  our  bare 
feet.  (You  always  remove  your  shoes  before 
entering  a  home  or  church,  even  when  it  is 
not  raining.)  Once  inside,  we  were  seated  on 
the  floor  on  grass  mats  and  given  another 
outstanding  meal  of  typical  Tongan  dishes. 
Our  host  and  hostess  ate  in  another  room, 
probably  because  the  nine  of  us  filled  their 
small  living  area.  Cooking  and  dishwashing 
is  done  outside  and  there  is  no  plumbing. 

The  islands  in  Vava’u  are  small,  volcanic 
and  not  very  far  apart.  Each  one,  however, 
is  different  from  the  last,  offering  the  curious 
explorer  a  new  adventure.  Some  have  small 
villages  and  many  are  unpopulated.  Kenutu 
is  inhabited  by  a  wonderful  German  lady 
who  lives  in  a  tree  house  and  runs  the  Berlin 
Bar,  a  yachtie  hangout  with  an  excellent 
restaurant. 

We  chose  to  do  our  own  provisioning  — 
no  problem  in  Neiafu  which  has  a  large 
grocery,  several  bakeries,  an  open-air  market 
and  a  frozen  meat  locker  in  the  boatyard  run 
by  a  German  man.  If  you  want  wine  or 
liquor,  buy  it  in  the  duty  free  shop  at  the 
airport.  The  Moorings  also  has  a  small 
commissary.  Bill  and  Lisa  at  The  Moorings 
were  wonderful.  They  had  decorated  our 
Beneteau  38  with  flowers  inside  and  out 
after  friends  notified  them  of  our  upcoming 
anniversary. 

There  is  not  much  industry  in  Tonga,  the 
lifestyle  is  simple,  but  the  people  are  happy, 
friendly  and  they  all  speak  English  in 
addition  to  their  native  Tongan.  Basketry 
and  carving  are  their  main  crafts  which  make 
great  souvenirs. 

It  was  a  marvelous  adventure,  which  whet 
our  appetite  for  more  South  Pacific  Island 
exploration. 

—  Geves  and  Jane  Kenny 
San  Diego 

Sausalito  Yacht  Clubbers  exploring  Tonga  en 
masse.  Are  we^having  fun  yeti 
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Charter  Notes 

Most  travelers  retain  vivid  memories  of 
their  first  experience  snorkeling  over  a 
bountiful  coral  reef.  Beneath  the  surface, 
dozens  of  species  of  fish,  sponges,  sea  fans 
and  coral  form  a  kaleidoscopic  swirl  of  color 
and  texture  that  inspires  snorkelers  to  hover 
for  hours,  marveling  at  the  beauty  and 
diversity  of  the  underwater  world.  Despite 
their  excitement,  though,  many  vacationers 
unknowingly  damage  these  delicate  eco¬ 
systems,  due  to  careless  anchoring  tech¬ 
niques  or  simply  by  standing  on,  or  brushing 
against  coral  heads. 

According  to  Trish  Bailey,  of  the  Natural 
History  Society  of  the  BVI,  "Most  visitors 
are  unaware  of  damage  they  are  inflicting." 
So,  in  an  effort  to  catch  the  attention  of 
visitors,  while  fostering  'eco-awareness',  the 
Society  has  launched  the  'Reef  Protection 
Poster  Project'.  Visitors  to  the  BVI  and 
other  Caribbean  islands  will  now  see  their 
stunning  multi-colored  posters  -  designed  by 
acclaimed  Tortola  artist  Roger  Ellis  —  at 
airports  and  businesses,  and  will  find 
informational  brochures  in  hotel  rooms,  all 
promoting  reef  preservation.  We  applaud  the 
Society’s  efforts. 


The  BVI's  coral  reef  awareness  program  is  a  case 
of  a  few  enlightened  environmentalists  helping 
to  secure  a  ’ colorful '  future  for  us  all. 


Now,  if  you’ve  never  had  the  pleasure  of 
snorkeling  a  tropical  reef,  perhaps  it’s  time 


you  made  some  plans.  The  next  few  months 
are  'prime  season'  in  the  Caribbean  Basin 
and  there’s  still  scattered  availability  on  both 
bareboats  and  crewed  yachts  for  the  coming 
months.  In  idyllic  isles  of  the  South  Pacific 
the  rainy  season  will  be  tapering  off  at  the 
end  of  March,  ushering  in  the  prime  sailing 
months  -  April  to  October.  The  time  to  book 
is  now,  however,  as  fleet  sizes  are  limited 
(especially  with  smaller  boats). 

Locally,  many  sailing  clubs  and  yacht 
clubs  are  busy  recruiting  for  spring  and 
summer  bareboat  flotillas  overseas.  Among 
the  many  offerings  (open  to  club  members  as 
well  as  non-members)  are:  OCSC’s  spring 
trips  to  Tonga  and  Greece;  Spinnaker 
Sailing  of  Redwood  City’s  flotillas  in  the 
Bahamas  and  the  Windward  Antilles;  Trade- 
winds  Sailing  Center’s  jaunts  to  Greece 
and  the  Bahamas  and  Cass’  Marina’s 
summer  cruises  in  Greece  and  Turkey.  We 
apologize,  by  the  way  for  inadvertently 
leaving  Cass’  off  our  list  of  Bay  Area 
bareboat  operators  in  last  month’s  column. 
Owner  Lois  Keating-Fisher  has  been  a 
mainstay  of  the  Sausalito  boating  scene  since 
Cass’  Marina  opened  in  1961  —  the  longest 
established  bareboat  operator  on  the  Bay! 


BVI?  BEEN  THERE...DONE  THAT?? 

It's  time  to  sail  in  the  Med! 

•  .  • 

When  it's  time  to  broaden  your  horizons  and  take  in  a  little  culture  and  history  along  with  your  sun, 
salt  air  and  warm  breeze,  it’s  time  to  try  the  Med.  Call  GPSC  today  for  a  FREE  color  brochure  to  learn 
more  about  our  islands: 

Greece  •  Turkey  •  Sardinia  •  France 

GPSC's  regular  monthly  flotillas  -  see  the  best  of  Greece  -  $ 1,995/person  including: 
private  yacht  *  airfare  *  hotel  *  tours  •  transfers  •  lead  boat  and  guides,  etc. 

Bareboat  on  your  own  or  join  one  of  our  specialty  flotillas: 

Educational,  singles,  family,  lifestyle...  Call  for  details  and 


CO 

Q 


< 

_i 

CO 


for  Travel:  »  ._ _ _ 

215/247-3035 

AVAILABLE: 

60  min.  Video  on  Sailing  in  G 
Complete  GPSC 
Charter  Guide 
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It’s  Only  A  Short  Clip  From 
Here  To  Anv  Of  These  Fabulous 


Your  Passport  To  A  Whole  New  World  Of  Sailing 

The  Moorings  Sailing  Experience  Resume 


Tahiti 

From 


Tonga 

From 


New  Zealand 

From 


'  /  Australia 

From 


Fiji 

From 


Mexico 

From 


$3080  $2360  $2380  $3640  $3010  $2380 


PER  WEEK 


PER  WEEK 


PER  WEEK 


f 


PER  WEEK 


PER  WEEK 


PER  WEEK 


Prices  based  on  a  Moorings  40-foot  yacht,  accommodating  up  to  6  people.  Call  for  details. 

Tahiti  Special:  10  days  for  the  price  of  7*  February  1  -  June  30,  1996 
Tonga  Special:  9  days  for  the  price  of  7*  May  1  -  December  20,  1996 


You  may  already  pre-qualify  to  bareboat  charter.  Return  this  completed 
form  to  The  Moorings  to  receive  your  charter  qualification  status. 

Name  (Please  Print)  _ _ 

Address  _ _ 

City  _ 


State  _ 

Home  Phone:  Area  Code  ( _ 

Business  Phone:  Area  Code  ( . 

Signature _ 


.  Zip_ 


1 .  Primary  sailing  areas  _ 

2.  Number  of  years  actively  skippering _ 

3.  Largest  sailboat  actively  skippered _ 

#  days _ 

4.  List  other  boats  frequently  skippered: 

Size/type _ #days  . 

Size/tvpe  _ #  days  . 

Size/type _ #days  . 

5.  Anchoring  (indicate  number  of  experiences): 

Mooring  pickup _  Single  bow  anchors . 


Date 


Bow  &  stem  anchors 


MAIL  TO:  The  Moorings 

19345  US  Hwy  19  N,  4th  Floor 
Clearwater,  FL  34624-3147 


Double  bow  anchors _ 

Docking _ 

6.  Navigation  (working  knowledge): 

Coastal  navigation  (sufficient  for  chartering  in  most  cruising  areas) . 
Passage  planning _ 


‘Certain  restrictions  apply 


_ .TheMoorings*  _  _ . 

1-800-535-7289 


L38-1/96 
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Big  O,  Latitude's  1971  Ocean  71  ketch,  is  available  for  charter  in  the  Antigua  to 
Virgin  Islands  area  of  the  Caribbean  through  May  9.  If  not  sold  in  early  May,  she’ll  be 
available  for  charter  to  Bermuda,  the  Bermuda  Cruiser’s  Race,  and  in  the  Northeast 


April  28  -  May  5,  Antigua  Sailing  Week.  Sorry,  this 
one’s  been  oversubscribed  for  months.  There’s  a  slight 
chance  there  may  be  some  deck  space  left,  but  we’re  not 
taking  any  more  calls  at  this  time. 

If  Big  O  is  not  sold  by  May,  we’ll  be  offering  all  sorts  of 
exciting  open  ocean  opportunites,  such  as... 

May  14-24:  Pusser’s  Cup,  BVI  to  Virginia,  $1 ,500/person. 
This  Summer:  Interested  in  Cuba?  See  page  114. 

Big  O  charters  headed  up  by  the  Wanderer  and 
Wanderette  are  arranged  so  they’ll  be  close  to  an  equal 
dumber  of  men  and  women.  We  absolutley,  positively  do 
not  accept  charterers  who:  1)  whine,  2)  behave  irresponsi¬ 
bly  when  drinking,  or  3)  don’t  like  to  dance  on  deck. 

If  you  want  brochures  or  need  lots  of  reassurance  that 
you’ll  be  getting  your  money’s  worth  on  a  Big  O  charter, 
please  call  one  of  the  many  other  fine  charter  companies. 
With  all  do  respect,  life’s  too  short  for  all  that.  We  don’t 
mean  to  sound  arrogant,  but  if  you  join  a  Big  O  regatta 
charter  and  don’t  have  a  fabulous  time,  it  will  be  your  own 
damn  fault.  Just  ask  anyone  who  has  done  Antigua 
aboard  Big  O. 

For  Sale.  After  nine  years  our  beloved  1971  Ocean  7 1  Ketch  Big  O  is  for  sale  for  $330, 000  —  although  delivery  can’t 
be  taken  until  after  May  9th.  She’s  just  finishing  up  a  25,000-mile  cruise  from  California  to  Turkey  and  back  to  the 
Caribbean  —  and  with  the  addition  of  a  new  main,  is  ready  for  more.  She’s  not  only  a  classic  beauty,  but  she’s  a  great 
1  ocean  boat,  riding  like  an  old  Bentley  in  even  grotty  weather.  She  has  bunks  for  1 1,  and  is  ideal  for  either  a  crew- 
assisted  family  world  cruise  or  for  owner-operator  chartering.  With  two  cockpits  and  tons  more  space  than  a  S&S 
Swan  65,  you  can’t  find  a  better  big  cruising  boat  for  the  price.  Concerned  about  her  age?  Of  the  18  Oceans  71s  built, 
last  December  we  knew  the  wherabouts  of  nine.  Seven  of  them  have  since  crossed  major  oceans;  the  other  two  were 
either  fitting  out  for  a  family  circumnavigation  or  doing  day  charters.  •  - 

—  Serious  inquiries  only.  Call  Richard  at  (415)  383-8200,  Ext.  111. 


until  the  end  of  summer. 

There  are  two  ways  to  enjoy  a  charter  aboard  Big  O: 

The  first  is  to  put  together  a  group  of  up  to  seven  to 
charter  the  entire  boat,  complete  with  captain,  cook  and 
deckhand.  The  cost,  including  food  and  most  beverages,  is 
$6,900  for  seven  days.  There  aren’t  many  weeks  left,  so 
reserve  space  now. 

The  second  way  to  join  Big  O  is  by  being  part  of  the 
crew  —  with  the  Wanderer  and  Wanderette  —  for  one  of 
the  various  ‘fun’  regattas  in  the  Caribbean.  They  are  as 
follows: 

February  27  -  March  5,  Heineken  Regatta  at  St. 
Martin.  This  package  includes  a  couple  of  days  of  cruising 
St.  Barts,  the  three-day,  180-boat  Heineken  Regatta  off  St. 
Martin,  and  recovery  days  back  at  St.  Barts  or  over  at 
Anguilla.  The  ’Heinie’  is  the  fastest  growing  regatta  in  the 
Caribbean,  and  ideal  for  those  who  enjoy  sailing,  drinking, 
laughing  and  partying  —  while  not  wearing  very  much 
clothing.  $1 ,200/person. 

April  8  - 15,  BVI  Regatta,  Tortola,  British  Virgins. 

This  package  includes  a  couple  of  days  of  cruising  before 
and  after  the  slightly  more  low-key  BVI  regatta  which  is 
contested  in  the  flat  waters  of  the  Virgins.  Same  crew 
requirements  as  for  the  ‘Heinie’.  $1 ,200/person. 
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The  New  Hylas  49  Offers  You  $112,194. 


A  Pre-Owned  Hylas  Offers  A  Vacation  Home. 

PRIVATE  BROKERAGE 


You’re  about  to  discover  yachtings  most  unique 
ownership  opportunity.  Now  CYC  erases  all  the  risks  of 
buying  a  yacht  by  paying  the  buyer  25%  of  the  pur¬ 
chase  price  in  advance.  That’s  guaranteed.  And  this  is 
just  the  beginning.  Other  payments  are  guaranteed 
monthly.  Furthermore,  we  will  absorb  all  capital  expen¬ 
ditures,  maintenance,  haul-outs  and  refurbishing  while 
your  Hylas  yacht  is  in  CYC’s  fleet.  And,  now  you 
have  three  choices,  with  our  Sparkman  & 

Stephens  and  German  Frers  designed  Hylas 
45.5,49  and51’s. 

Manufacturer:  Queen  Long  Marine 


The  rewards  of  owning  a  Hylas  yacht  can  also  be  real¬ 
ized  through  our  exclusive  pre-owned  yacht  program. 
Currently,  the  Hylas  44  ana  47  are  available  at  tremen¬ 
dous  values.  Both  models  are  powerful  performers 
featuring  those  justly  famous  Hylas  accommodations. 

So,  take  a  close  look  at  our  exclusiye  fleet  of  new  and 
pre-owned  Hylas  Yachts.  Their  qualify  and  performance 
will  compel  you  to  re-evaluate  wnatyou  expect  from  a 
cruisingyacht.  Call  toll  free: 

1-800-225-2520 

Frers  design:  Fly  las  51  &  4$.  5 
Sparkman  &  Stephens  design:  Flylas  49 


Caribbean  Yacht  Sales 


P.O.  Box  583  •  Marblehead,  MA  01945  •  Fax  (617)  639-0216 
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Albatross 


SUMMER  '96 
GREEK  ISLAND 
CHARTERS 

Albatross  chartering  since  1982 
Quality  yachts  30-65  ft 
Bareboat  or  crewed 
Flotilla  charters  -  yacht  club 
charters  welcome 
We  handle  all  travel  arrangements 


Pre-Season  Specials 
Sign  up  now! 


Albatross  PYCC 
(800)  922-4864 


■\ 


LATION 
OUND 

YACHT  GHARTERS 


Discover  magnificent 
DESOLATION 
SOUND  and 
PRINCESS  LOUISA 
INLET  on  one  of  our 
beautiful  25'  -  45' 

Sail  or  Power  yachts. 
One  week  bareboat  charters 
starting  at  U.S.  $600. 

Desolation  Sound  Yacht  Charters  Ltd. 

-1797  Comox  Ave.,  Comox,  B.C.,  Canada  V9M3L9 
(604)  339-7222  •  FAX  (604)  339-2217 


Conch  Charters  Ltd. 

British  Virgin  Islands 

Bareboat/skippered 
sailboats  30-50 

Why  shell  out  a  fortune ? 

Call  Conch  Charters  Ltd. 

(809)  494-4868  •  Fax  (809)  494-5793 

P.O.  Box  920.  Road  Town. 

Tortola,  British  Virgin  Islands 


&f(oret6e^J 


Discover  one  of  the  world's  best  kept 
vacation  secrets,  the  San  Juan  Islands. 

Find  the  treasures  these  islands  hold 
in  one  of  over  80  beautiful  power  and 
sailing  yachts.  Call  or  write  for  our  free  \  .. 

brochure  and  plan  your  dream  vacation!  1 1-80 0-828-73371 

PENMAR  MARINE  COMPANY 
yacht  charters 

2011  Skyline  Way  •  Anacortes,  WA  98221 


f)c wi  (WA  oi/icU  (^AmeMcGM  jfuemli. 

Combine  your  sailing  vacation  with  a  stay  in  Vancouver, 
rated  North  America’s  most  exciting  destination  city.  Stay 
on  board  in  our  marina  for  $50  U.S.  per  day  while  you 
explore  the  delights  of  the  city.  Then  head  out  into  (he 
world  famous  cruising  grounds  right  at  our  doorstep. 

Blue  Pacific 

Y\ght  Charters 

Call  now  for  details: 

(800)  237-2392 

Fax  (604)  682-2722 


1519  Foreshore  Walk,  Granville  Island, 
Vancouver,  B.C.  Canada  V6H  3X3 


THE  GULF  ISLANDS! 


Charters 


•  Learn  to  Cruise  Courses 

•  Power  or  Sail  24'-27' 


Start  your  vacation  in  the  Gulf  Islands. 
Located  near  Victoria 
International  Airport  and  ferry  terminals. 


GULF  ISLANDS  CRUISING  SCHOOL  LTD. 

Family  owned  and  operated  since  1 980! 
Member  BC  Bareboat  Charter  Association 

1-800-665- BO  AT  (2628) 

Fax  (604)  656-6433 
http://www.ottonet.com/-truising/ 
e-mail:  truising@otlonet.com 

P.O.  Box  2532S  •  Sidney,  B.C.  V8L  4B9 


"The  Finest  Yachting 
Vacations  in  the  Islands" 


Secluded  anchorages,  sandy  beaches,  bustling  resorts. . . 
the  spectacular  Gulf  Islands  and  San  Juan  Islands 


Bareboat  &  Skippered  Charters  High-Speed  Service  Boat 

Powerboats  &  Sailboats  27’  -  42'  Holding  Tanks  in  All  Yachts 

Learn-to-Sail  Vacations  Plentiful  Free  Parking 


BOSCIN’ 

CHARTERS 

Sidney,  B.C.  Canada/; 


2240  Harbour  Rd.  Box  2464L 
Sidney,  BC,  Canada  V8L  3Y3 
Phone  (604)  656-6644 
Fax  (604)  656-4935 

1-800-226-3694 


SaitCtty,  Stunted, 


Sailboat  Chartering  Designed  Especially  For  Today's 

Singles  Couples  Groups 

Free  Information  &  96  Events  Calendar 

1-800-615-4006 


Fax  816-746-4008  -  E  Mail  -  sailsing@qni.com 
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Imagine  anyplace  in  the  world  ...  exotic  Thailand. ..the  seductive, 
sun-drenched  Seychelles... the  Mediterranean  and  its  mystery. ..the 
crystal  clear  waters  of  the  Caribbean  or  even  adventure-packed 
Australia. 

Wherever  your  idyllic  cruise  destination  may  be,  a  Sunsail  yacht 
charter  will  take  you  there. 

With  26  cruising  grounds,  across  35  bases  in  13  fabulous 
countries,  Sunsail  is  the  world  leader  in  sailing  vacations, 

And  with  650  yachts,  from  29ft  to  56ft,  we  have  the  one  that's 
perfect  for  you.  Bareboat,  skippered,  or  cruise  in  company  -  the 
choice  is  yours. 

We're  also  the  only  yacht  charter  company  offering  low  cost, 
flight-included  packages  to  the  Caribbean! 

Discover  the  world  -  and  have  the  time  of  your  life  -  with 
Sunsail. 

Call  now  for  a  brochure. 

24hr  Yacht  Charter  hotline  1-800-327-2276 


Fax  1-305-524-6312 


SAILING  VACATIONS 


i - - 1 

J  Please  send  me  a  brochure  on  Sunsail  Yacht  Charter  in  Mediterranean/The  Caribbcan-Bahamas/ 

*  Asia-Pacific/UK  (circle  your  choice) 

i  Name _ .  Address  ~  _ , _ _  t 

t  City _ , _ _  State  _ i 

1  Zip  ■  Tel _ _ _ _  1 


i  Mail  toj  Sunsail.  115  East  Broward  Blvd,  Port  Lauderdale,  FI  33301  L38  i 

!  Yacht  Charter  1-800-327-2276  Yacht  Sales  1-800-375-0130 

t _ , _ , _ _ i 


k 


★  Easy  Access  from  Marin  and  the  East  Bay 

★  Dry  Boat  Storage  Available 

★  FREE  24  Hour  Double  Wide  Launch  Ramp 

★  Berths  Available  26'  to  70' 

★  Restaurant  and  General  Store  Within  Walking  Distance 

★  24  Hour  Security 

★  Laundry  Room 

★  Storage  Lockers  Available 


BIG  BOAT  SPECIAL 
45'-60’  NOW  ONLY  $4/FT! 


1340  Marina  Way  South,  Richmond,  California  94804 
Richmond  Marina  Bay  Harbormaster 

—  Call  Today  (510)  236-1013 


Pacific  Cup  '96 


Live  your  dream 
on  this  sail  of  a  lifetime! 

Race  to  paradise .  .  . 


•Charter  shares 

•Post- Race  Cruises 
•Mainland  delivery 


Gall  ticuu! 
(510)  682-6610 


Record  Rneake/i 


Experience... 


fJuAon  ffacA 
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THE  RACING 


With  reports  this  month  on  seven  midwinter  races,  the  one-design 
oriented  Key  West  Race  Week,  pictures  from  the  Berkeley  Midwinters, 
and  the  usual  race  notes  at  the  end.  These  are  slow  times  for  The  Racing 
Sheet,  but  take  heart  —  the  summer  season  starts  again  in  under  three 
months! 


Sausalito  YC  Midwinters 

A  storm  of  biblical  proportions  ripped 
through  the  third  Sausalito  YC  midwinter 
race  on  January  7,  wreaking  havoc  on  the 
29-boat  fleet.  Southerly  winds  gusting  to  1 10 
knots  combined  with  a  13 -knot  ebb  run-off, 
torrential  rain  and  the  random  tsunami  to 
make  the  race  both  challenging  and  memor¬ 
able.  "I’ve  done  all  six  Whitbread  Races,  and 
have  never  seen  anything  half  as  gnarly," 
claimed  local  rockstar  Hiram  Gunn. 

In  a  real  tribute  to  the  high  caliber  of  the 
fleet,  two  thirds  of  the  boats  nevertheless 
managed  to  finish  the  epic  survival  contest. 
However,  two  small  boats  sank  outright, 
three  were  dismasted  (two  while  trying  to 
jibe  their  kites  during  60-knot  ’lulls'),  and 
several  others  were  simply  driven  onto  the 
lee  shore  —  including  a  Ranger  33  that  took 
out  half  the  Spinnaker  Restaurant.  Fortun¬ 
ately,  none  of  the  racers  were  killed  or 
seriously  injured. 

We’re  saddened  to  report,  however,  that 
Mercury,  the  SYC  race  committee  {poat,  was 
fatally  struck  by  lightning  late  in  the 
afternoon.  All  aboard  were  killed  instantly, 
effectively  turned  into  overdone  bacon 
strips.  The  blast  blew  out  Mercury’s  thru-hull 
fittings,  sending  the  boat  to  the  bottom  in 
under  a  minute.  "At  least  no  one  suffered," 
said  the  ever-sensitive  Gunn. 

The  tragedy  obviously  held  up  getting  the 
race  results  posted,  and  put  a  mild  damper 
on  the  post-race  cocktail  party.  .  .  Okay,  we 
don’t  have  a  clue  what  really  transpired  that 
day,  other  than  these  results  which  finally 
materialized  on  our  fax  just  as  we  were  going 
to  press.  "Sorry  this  is  so  late,”  was  scribbled 
on  the  cover  page. 

SPINNAKER  —  1)  Miramar,  Frers  41,  Robbins 
Family;  2)  Oulcenea,  Coronado  27,  John  Slivka;  3) 
Absolute  88,  Wylie  39,  Keith  Macbeth;  4)  Power 
Play,  J/29,  G.  Smith;  5)  Pearl,  Olson  25,  Peter 
Gibson.  (13  boats) 

NON-SPINNAKER  —  i)  Bacarat,  Peterson  34, 
Dave  Reed;  2)  Amanda,  Newport  30  Mk.  II,  Pat 
Broderick;  3)  Sally  Ann,  Express  37,  Mike 
Franchetti;  4)  Jammin’  Too,  Catalina  36,  Mike 
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Lamb;  5)  Tackful,  Santana  22,  Frank  Lawler.  (13 
boats) 

SHORTHANDED  —  1)  Nordlys,  Knarr,  Joel 
Kudler.  (3  boats)  v 

Golden  Gate  YC  Midwinters 

Seventy-two  boats  started  Golden  Gate 
YC’s  third  race  on  Saturday,  January  6. 
Given  the  faint  easterly  breeze  and  the 
building  4.5-knot  ebb,  the  race  committee 
wisely  selected  short  courses  using  Blossom 
Rock  as  the  windward  mark  for  the  big  boats 
and  Fort  Mason  for  the  little  ones.  As  the 
wind  sputtered,  many  boats  anchored  for  a 
picnic  lunch  —  while  wearing  life  preservers 
per  the  'Y'  flag  rule!  Eventually  28  boats  ran 
out  of  patience,  threw  off  their  PFDs,  and 
motored  home.  Naturally,  the  wind  filled  in 
at  that  point. 

First  across  the  finish  line  was  Dave 
Liggett’s  N/M  39  Jack  Rabbit,  which  pound¬ 
ed  her  peer  group  by  over  an  hour!  The 
PHRF  committee  is  investigating  this  sus¬ 
picious  result,  and  is  rumored  to  be  con¬ 
sidering  a  rating  change  from  21  to  a  three- 
digit  negative  number.  Actually,  Jack  Rabbit 
did  a  textbook  'end-around'  —  rather  than 
hug  the  shore  for  relief,  they  ventured  out 
into  the  Bay,  found  more  wind  and  had  the 
horsepower  to  get  around  Blossom  while 
everyone  else  was  stalled  out  by  Pier  39. 
Jack’s  happy  crew  was  at  the  GGYC  bar 
before  most  boats  had  rounded  Blossom. 

Leading  the  Seaweed  Soup  Trophy  com¬ 
petition  (low-score  in  class)  at  halftime  are 
Hank  Easom’s  ageless  8-Meter  Yucca  and 
John  Slivka’s  Coronado  27  Dulcenea,  tied 
with  1.5  points  each.  With  two  more  races 
left  (February  3  and  March  2),  anything  can 
still  happen  —  but  our  money’s  on  one  of 
these  two  boats  to  take  the  big  pickle  dish. 

DIV.  I  (0-72)  —  1)  Jack  Rabbit,  N/M  39,  Dave 
Liggett;  2)  Zamazaan,  Farr  52,  Chuck  Weghorn;  3) 
X-Dream,  Jeppesen  39,  Steen  Moller;  4)  Dolphin 
Dance,  SC  50,  Dave  Sallows;  5)  Sceptre,  J/130, 
Joan  Musor.  (16  boats) 

DIV.  II  (74-99)  —  1)  Yucca,  8-Meter,  Hank 
Easom;  2)  Endurance,  Express  34,  Mike  Condon;  3) 


Petard,  Farr  36,  Keith  Buck;  4)  Limelight,  J/105, 


Harry  Blake.  (10  boats) 

DIV.  Ill  (100-153)  —  1)  Harp,  Catalina  38,  Mike 
Mannix;  2)  Power  Play,  J/29,  Gordon  Smith;  3)  Gig- 
gleswick,  Beneteau  38s5,  Brian  Hall;  4)  Novla,  Cal 
39,  John  Webb;  5)  Ixxis,  Olson  91 1 S,  Ed  Durbin.  (1 7 
boats) 

DIV.  IV  (154-197)  —  1)  Xarifa,  IOD,  Paul 
Manning;  2)  Undine,  IOD,  Adam  Wheeler;  3)  Hec¬ 
ate,  IOD,  Dennis  Jermaine.  (9  boats) 

DIV.  V  (198-up)  —  1)  Dulcenea,  Coronado  27, 

John  Slivka;  2)  Lord  Nelson,  Knarr,  John  Jenkins; 

3)  Toots,  Thunderbird,  Michael  Willin;  4)  Yachtsea, 
Santana  22,  Joe  &  Jacleen  Schmidt.  (14  boats) 

BEAR  —  1 )  Trigger,  Scott  Cauchois;  2)  Smokey, 
Steve  Robertson;  3)  Circus,  Bob  Jones.  (7  boats) 

RYC  Small  Boat  Midwinters 

Random  booing  and  occasional  profanity 
could  be  heard  across  the  water  throughout 

the  afternoon  at  the  second  Richmond  YC 
— 


SHEET 


Graffiti  du  jour:  The  creative  crew  of  the  Olson  30  'Jack's  Back"  wrote  their  New  Year's  resolutions  on 
the  boat's  topsides!  'Stay  on  the  boat ’,  ‘Don't  get  married ',  and  ’Always  win '  were  a  few  of  the  more 
printable  ones.  ’ It's  just  poster  paint,"  said  owner  Jack  Easterday.  "It  comes  off  after  awhile,  I  hope!" 


dinghy  midwinters,  held  on  Saturday,  Jan¬ 
uary  6.  The  problem  wasn’t  the  weather  or 
the  race  committee  work  (Rollye  Wiskerson 
ably  substituted  for  Kim  Desenberg);  it  was 
that  people  were  listening  to  the  49’ers  going 
down  in  flames  to  the  Packers,  thus  ending 
all  local  interest  in  the  upcoming  Super 
Bowl. 

If  anything,  it  was  another  ideal  afternoon 
to  race  small  boats  on  the  Richmond  Riviera. 
The  winning  formula  once  again  consisted  of 
three  different  race  courses,  flat  water  and  a 
gentle,  but  slightly  irresponsible  northwest¬ 
erly.  A  keg  of  free  beer  appeared  myster¬ 
iously  on  the  RYC  porch  after  the  racing,  a 
welcomed  treat  that  helped  cap  a  nearly 
perfect  day. 


EL  TORO,  SR.  —  1)  Will  Paxton;  2)  Gordy  Nash; 
3)  Tom  Burden;  4)  Chris  Nash;  5)  George  Morris;  6) 
Fred  Paxton.  (22  boats) 

EL  TORO,  JR.  —  1 )  Ian  Rogers;  2)  Joey  Pasquali; 
3)  Mike  Beckley;  4)  Matt  Need;  5)  Abby  Swann;  6) 
Ashley  Frush;  7)  Katie  Clausen.  (19  boats) 

BYTE  —  1)  Gene  Harris;  2)  Michele  Logan;  3) 
Tony  Johnson;  4)  Gail  Yando.  (11  boats) 

SNIPE  —  1 )  Doug  &  Bonnie  Howson;  2)  #25480; 
3)  (tie)  Matt  Niccolls  &  M.  Mack.  (11  boats) 

JY  15  —  1)  Dan  Ouellet;  2)  Bill  Beardslee;  3) 
Andy  Keane.  (6  boats) 

LASER  —  1)  Patrick  Andreasen;  2)  Kimbal  Hall; 
3)  Daniel  Malpas;  4)  Vaughn  Seifers;  5)  Steve  Kelly; 
6)  Chuck  Asper.  (25  boats) 

FJ  —  1 )  Slocum/Slocum;  2)  Dana  Jones/Jessica 
Amen;  3)  Mark  Sutton/Spencer  Fisk.  (6  boats) 


LASER  11  —  1)  LeeAnn  Need;  2)  Whitney  Gil- 
mour.  (4  boats) 

LIDO  14  —  1)  Joe  Doering;  2)  Rich  Guttchen.  (3 
boats) 

THISTLE  —  1)  Ron  Smith;  2)  Dan  Clark;  3)  Kris 
Vogelsong;  4)  Eric  Stoelting.  (8  boats) 

WABBIT  —  1 )  Colin  Moore;  2)  Bill  Gardner;  3) 
Mark  Harpainter.  (5  boats) 

505  —  1)  Craig  Perez/Mark  Adams;  2)  Bart 
Hackworth/Will  Baylis.  (4  boats) 

1-14  —  1)  Jim  Wondolleck;  2)  Ben  Wells;  3)  Kurt 
Schmidt;  4)  Jonathan  Livingston.  (10  boats) 

1C  —  1 )  Del  Olsen;  2)  Bruce  Bradfute;  3)  Dawn 
Miller.  (5  boats) 

PORTSMOUTH  (monohull)  —  1)  Day  Sailor, 
Vince  Lyddane;  2)  Day  Sailor,  Dave  Misunas;  3)  Cal 
20,  Ted  Rogers;  4)  Star,  Mike  Moore;  5)  Cal  20, 
Hester  Burn-Callander.  (16  boats) 

PORTSMOUTH  (multihull)  —  1)  Tornado,  Bill  & 
Marie  Erkelens.  (2  boats) 

OYC  Branch  Series 

The  first  two  races  in  Oakland  YC’s 
mellow  Brunch  Series  went  off  without  a 
hitch  last  month.  Appropriately  for  a  series 
named  after  our  favorite  meal,  the  race 
course  both  days  was  a  'double  sausage'  on 
the  Oakland  Estuary.  An  inflatable  just  off 
Scott’s  Restaurant  has  served  as  the  weather 
mark.  "There’s  deep  water  right  up  to  their 
windows,  so  everyone  will  cut  it  pretty 
close,"  explained  Alan  Weaver,  who  has 
been  racing  his  5.5  Meter  Drummer  with  co- 
,  owner  Warren  Sankey.  "It’s  really  enter¬ 
taining  to  watch  the  diners  stop  in  mid-bite, 
trying  to  decide  if  they  should  run  for  their 
,lives!" 

Rising  above  the  crowd  thus  far  has  been 
sailmaker  Jim  Warfield,  who  brought  his  5.5 
Meter  Chaos  down  from  Stockton  for  the  ser¬ 
ies.  "He’s  really  tough,"  claimed  Weaver. 
"Jim  has  sailed  on  the  Ditch  for  a  couple 
hundred  years,  which  is  even  narrower  than 
here.  He  knows  all  the  moves!"  Next  month, 
four  5.5  Meters  are  expected  to  sail,  a  nice 
turnout  for  these  graceful  older  boats. 

Race#!  —  1/7/96: 

DIV.  A  (0-168)  —  1)  Chaos,  Columbia  5.5,  Jim 
Warfield;  2)  Shenanigans,  Merit  25,  Cindy  Surdez; 

„  3)  Uno,  WylieCat  30,  Steve  Wonner.  (12  boats) 

DIV.  B  (169-up)  —  1)  Snowgoose,  Santana  30, 
Ted  Mattson;  2)  White  Satin,  Catalina  27,  Steve 
Rienhart;  3)  Irish  Lady,  Catalina  30,  Denis 
Mahoney.  (10  boats) 

DIV.  C  (non-spinnaker)  —  1)  Spridie,  Catalina 
22,  Mike  Faber;  2)  Me  Me,  Newport  30,  Norm  Guest. 
(3  boats) 

Race  #2—  1/21/96: 

DIV.  A  (0-168)  —  1)  Insufferable,  N/M  30,  Peter 
Rookard;  2)  Jabiru,  J/35,  Brian  Dunn/Bill  West;  3) 


/ 
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Chaos.  (14  boats) 

DIV.  B  (169-up)  —  1)  Snowgoose;  2)  White 
Satin;  3)  (tie)  Irish  Lady  and  Lyric,  Thunderbird, 
Jim  Newport.  (12  boats) 

DIV.  C  (non-spinnaker)  —  1)  Spridle;  2)  Me  Me. 
(5  boats) 

Berkeley  Midwinters 

The  third  weekend  of  the  BYC/MYCO 
Midwinters,  held  January  13-14  on  the 


Berkeley  Circle,  yielded  two  of  the  best 
midwinter  sailing  days  the  fleet  has  had  to 
date.  A  whopping  127  boats  raced  on  Sat¬ 
urday’s  10.8-mile  'windshift  course',  which 
used  'H'  as  the  first  windward  mark.  Antic¬ 
ipating  the  usual  swing  in  the  wind  direction 
to  the  west,  the  course  rotated  on  its  axis 
halfway  through,  using  'A'  as  the  next  'up¬ 
wind'  mark.  Unfortunately,  the  breeze  stayed 
steady  from  the  northwest  in  the  top-of-the- 


#1  range,  turning  the  latter  half  of  the 
convoluted  race  into  a  reachathon. 

"We  call  that  the  'Star  of  David'  course, 
which  is  what  it  looks  like  if  you  draw  it  out," 
explained  race  chairwoman-for-life  Bobbi 
Tosse.  "The  idea  is  to  run  around  to  just 
about  every  buoy  on  the  Circle  until  you  find 
a  true  windward  beat.  Frankly,  that  course 
never  works  —  it’s  about  time  to  delete  it 
and  think  of  something  else!" 
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Saturday's  BYC/MYCO  Midwinters  (clockwise  from  above):  Steel  balls  —  'Tsiris'  squeaks  by  the  mark; 
'Summertime  Dream'  under  new  management;  arch-rivals  ‘Twilight  Zone'  and  'Chesapeake';  an  Ulti¬ 
mate  20  lookin'  sweet;  27s  on  the  Expressway;  an  unidentified  Catalina  27.  All  photos/rob. 


Sunday’s  smaller  race  (60  boats)  was  a 
'normal'  8.8-mile  course,  a  triangle,  wind¬ 
ward/leeward  sailed  in  a  light,  shifty  and 
nippy  northwesterly.  "It  was  tactically  a  lot 
more  challenging  than  Saturday,"  claimed 
Carl  Schumacher,  whose  New  Moon  put  to¬ 


gether  a  3,1  weekend  in  the  Express  27 
class.  "We  saw  lots  of  random  30°  wind- 
shifts." 

The  four-weekend  series  concludes  next 
month  on  February  10-11.  Afterwards,  all 
racers  (and  all  generations  of  sailing 


Trekdom)  are  invited  to  beam  themselves 
boldly  to  Star  Trek  Fest  '96,  beginning  at 
1500  hours  at  the  Berkeley  YC.  In  addition 
to  the  usual  sailing  trophies,  there  will  be 
costume  and  trivia  contests,  and  other  semi- 
organized  mayhem. 

SATURDAY.  JANUARY  13: 

DIV.  A  (0-126)  —  1)  Advantage  II,  J/29,  Pat 
Benedict;  2)  Tsiris,  Olson  29,  Dan  Nitake;  3)  Aqua 


7 
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Boogie,  J/29,  Tom  Holland.  (8  boats) 

DIV.  B  (129-168)  —  1)  Predator,  Hawkfarm,  V. 
Seifers/J.  Wheele;2)  Roadhouse  Blues,  Hawkfarm, 
Bentsen/Boschma;  3)  Uno,  WyjieCat  30,  Dave 
Wahle.  (13  boats) 

DIV.  C  (171-204)  —  1)  Latin  Lass,  Catalina  27, 
Bill  Chapman;  2)  Freyja,  Catalina  27,  Larry  Nelson; 

3)  Summertime  Dream,  Schumacher  26,  Kyle 
Thomas.  (9  boats) 

DIV.  D  (207-up)  —  1)  Ya  Think?,  Cal  20,  Ted 
Rogers;  2)  Chaos,  Ranger  23,  Tim  Stapleton;  3) 
Blitzen,  Ranger  23,  Mike  Polkabla;  4)  London 
Calling,  Santana  22,  Caroline  Ross.  (14  boats) 
OLSON  30—1)  Saint  Anne,  Dick  Heckman;  2) 
Jack’s  Back,  Jack  Easterday;  3)  Run  Wild,  Albert 
Holt;  4)  Hoot,  Andy  Macfie;  5)  Zephyros,  Cal 
Maritime  Academy.  (1 3  boats) 

MELGES  24  —  1)  Snickin’,  Dave  Oliver;  2) 
Surfeit,  A.  Dimick/H.  Olson;  3)  Not  the  Family 
Buick,  Michael  Stone.  (8  boats) 

EXPRESS  27  —  1 )  Mad  House,  Mike  DeVries;  2) 
Abigail  Morgan,  Ron  Kell;  3)  New  Moon,  Carl 
Schumacher/John  Franklin;  4)  Sonita,  Davant/ 
Wilson/Knier;  5)  Friday,  John  Liebenberg;  6)  Frog 
in  French,  Kame  Richards;  7)  Flying  Circus,  Gene 
Ryley/Dave  Hodges;  8)  New  Wave,  Buzz  Blackett; 
9)  Baffett,  Baffico/Baskett;  10)  Desperado,  Mike 
Bruzzone.  (27  boats) 

MOORE  24—  1 )  Hurricane,  Adam  Sadeg;  2)  Hot 
Rod  Lincoln,  Charles  Witcher.  (5  boats) 

J/24  —  1)  Cool  Breeze,  Don  Nazzal;  2)  Casual 
Contact,  Don  Oliver;  3)  Electra,  A.  Tuthill/N.  Gibbs; 

4)  Fred,  John  Todd;  5)  Crackerjack,  Steve 
Highbarger;  6)  Froglips,  Richard  Stockdale;  7)  Da 
Treader,  R.  W.  Bailey.  (16  boats) 

MERIT  25—  1 )  Chesapeake,  Jim  Fair;  2)  Doctor 
Who,  John  Drewery;  3)  Twilight  Zone,  Paul  Kamen. 
(7  boats) 

NEWPORT  30  —  1)  Topgallant,  Frank  Hinman; 
2)  Mariner,  Bruce  Darby;  3)  Hot  Chocolate,  Don 
Oliver.  (7  boats) 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY  14: 

DIV.  I  (0-141)  —  1)  Punk  Dolphin,  Wylie  39, 
Jonathan  Livingston;  2)  (tie)  Tsiris,  Olson  29,  Dan 
Nitake,  and  Ono,  B-25,  C.  Doubek/F.  Voss.  (9  boats) 
DIV.  II  (144-1 68)  —  1 )  No  Big  Thing,  Wavelength 
24,  Charles  Hess;  2)  Twilight  Zone,  Merit  25,  Paul 
Kamen;  3)  Froglips,  J/24,  Richard  Stockdale.  (9 
boats) 

DIV.  Ill  (171-204)  —  1 )  White  Satin,  Catalina  27, 
Steve  Rienhart;  2)  Temptation,  Cal  2-27,  Rollye 
Wiskerson;  3)  Alliance,  Cal  2-27,  Conley/Foster. 

DIV.  IV  (207-up)  —  1)  Slippery  When  Wet,  SJ 
24,  Eric  Wilbur.  (3  boats) 

SPORT  —  1)  Smokin’,  Melges  24,  Dave  Oliver. 
(3  boats) 

OLSON  30—1)  Zephyros,  Cal  Maritime;  2) 
Jack’s  Back,  Jack  Easterday;  3)  E-Ticket,  John 
Notman.  (10  boats) 

EXPRESS  27—1)  New  Moon,  Schumacher/ 
Franklin;  2)  Sweet  Pea,  Karl  Engdahl;  3)  Frog  in 
French,  Aimee  Hess.  (8  boats) 

OLSON  25  —  1)  Honey’s  Money,  Jay  Aiken;  2) 
Barking  Dog,  Jeffrey  Kroeber.  (6  boats) 


WABBIT  —  1)  Mr.  McGregor,  Kim  Desenberg;2) 
Tulawemia,  Mark  Harpainter.  (5  boats) 

Key  West  Race  Week: 

Learning  to  Love  One  Design 

Warm  water,  wind,  competition  and  great 
hospitality. . .  welcome  to  the  ninth  Key  West 
Race  Week,  co-sponsored  by  Mount  Gay 
Rum  and  Yachting  magazine.  For  East 
Coasters,  just  getting  to  the  seven-race  event 
was  a  reward  in  itself,  as  many  endured 
marathon  sessions  in  airports  in  the  wake  of 
one  of  the  century’s  worst  snowstorms. 
While  not  going  through  quite  the  same 
climate  extremes,  many  West  Coasters 
seemed  to  enjoy  merely  being  part  of  such  a 
large  scale  racing  event.  In  fact,  with  4,000 
sailors  and  a  record  247  boats  from  10 
countries  and  29  states,  this  was  the  largest 
regatta  that  most  of  us  had  ever  been  to. 

"This  place  is  really  great!"  claimed  Jay 
Crum  of  Santa  Cruz,  who  sailed  aboard  the 


Key  West  action:  Sausalito  yacht  broker  Don 
Jesberg  (#222)  ended  up  fourth  in  the  Melgi 
fleet  out  of  61  boats,  a  great  performance! 


Colahan/Halstead  syndicate’s  new  Melges  30 
Letter  of  Marque.  "The  breeze  is  consistent, 
all  the  good  sailors  are  here,  and  we  were 
able  to  concentrate  on  making  the  boat  go 
fast,"  he  said.  And  fast  they  went,  eventually 
ending  up  in  an  unbreakable  first-place  tie  in 
an  eight-boat  class  with  Charlie  Scott’s  Team 
Chesapeake.  A  lot  of  attention  was  focused 
on  the  Melges  30s,  not  just  for  their  raw 
speed:  After  last  fall’s  disastrous  debut  in 
Long  Island  Sound  where  keel  blades  twisted 
off  two  boats,  many  wondered  if  they’d  hold 
up  to  the  pounding  in  Key  West’s  choppy 
conditions.  "We  never  really  worried  about 
it,”  Crum  said  nonchalantly,  pointing  to  their 
life  vests  draped  over  the  boom. 

Until  this  event,  when  you  said  Melges, 
you  meant  the  24,  of  which  61  showed  up 
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for  the  class’s  Midwinter  Championship. 
Down  10  percent  from  last  year’s  turnout,  no 
one  seemed  particularly  worried  about  the 
health  of  the  class,  which  included  its  usual 
mix  of  pro  and  amateur  talent  on  the  same 
course.  While  the  class’s  image  is  one  of 
youth  and  vigor  to  match  the  boats’  high 
performance,  some  key  participants  at  Key 
West  this  year  certainly  challenged  the  age 
connotation. 

Keith  Musto,  founder  of  the  English-based 
line  of  foulweather  gear,  was  sailing  aboard 
a  boat  owned  by  fellow  Brit  Dave  Happ,  who 
was  not  yet  born  when  Musto  won  the  Silver 
Medal  in  the  Flying  Dutchman  Class  at  the 
1964  Olympic  Games.  The  omnipresent 
Tom  Leweck  boasted  of  being  the  only 
Melges  competitor  eligible  for  Medicare, 
having  just  turned  65  on  the  day  before  the 
event.  Even  the  eventual  class  winner,  Dave 
Ullman,  is  no  spring  chicken  —  he  just 
celebrated  his  50th  birthday! 


Two  other  one-design  classes  made  their 
competitive  debuts:  the  11 -boat  Mumm  30 
class  and  the  4-boat  One  Design  48  class. 
Like  the  Melges,  until  now  Mumm  meant  36 
(which  also  had  11  boats),  but  unlike  the 
Melges,  the  Mumm  30  is  closer  to  being  a 
proper  keelboat,  with  a  fixed  steel/lead  keel, 
symmetrical  as  well  as  asymmetrical  kites, 
and  the  novelty  of  pro  crew  limitations.  In  a 
trend  which  is  identifying  performance 
differences  lying  with  people  rather  than 
equipment,  pro  crews  may  become  an  en¬ 
dangered  species  in  many  classes,  with  even 
as  large  and  technical  a  boat  as  the  ID-48. 

John  Bertrand,  ID-48  class  coordinator, 
is  proposing  assigning  crewmembers  rating 
numbers,  with  high  numbers  assigned  to 
pros,  down  to  negative  numbers  for  kids  to 
encourage  their  participation.  Each  boat  type 
would  have  a  total  'rating'  limit,  to  balance  as 
they  saw  fit.  With  or  without  pros,  both  these 
new  classes  enjoyed  close  racing,  with 
numerous  lead  changes  in  every  race  due  in 
part  to  near-equal  boatspeed  in  the  mostly 
breezy  and  unshifty  wind  conditions. 

Yachting’s  'Boat  of  the  Week'  is  now  a 
perpetual  trophy  awarded  to  the  yacht  which 
wins  its  class  by  the  closest  time  margin 
among  the  top  five  finishers  in  its  class, 
divided  in  turn  by  the  total  miles  sailed.  This 
formula  yielded  a  differential  in  IMS  Class  1 
which  was  closer  than  that  in  the  Melges  30 
class  by  50%,  making  Richard  Breeden’s 
new  Nelson/Marek  ILC  46  Bright  Star  the 
overall  winner.  This  class  seemed  like  an 
Admiral’s  Cup  reunion,  with  Blue  Yankee, 
driven  by  Russell  Coutts;  German  AC  vet¬ 
eran  Pinta ;  and  South  African  team  member 
Titan  all  on  the  line. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  event’s  nine-year 
history,  a  majority  of  the  boats  entered  were 
competing  in  six  one-design  classes.  Draw 
what  conclusions  you  will,  it  certainly  attests 
to  the  current  popular  interest  in  non¬ 
handicap  sailing.  A  necessary  part  of  the 
game  if  you  go  to  Key  West  intending  to 
compete  in  one  of  the  PHRF  classes,  is  to 
negotiate  with  the  South  Florida  handi- 
cappers  to  get  a  favorable  rating,  regardless 
of  whether  or  not  it  resembles  the  one  you 
have  back  home.  Bill  Alcott’s  R/P  50 
Equation,  for  example,  won  nearly  every 
race  in  PHRF  Class  A  by  margins  of  nearly 
three  minutes  on  corrected  time — the  result, 
no  doubt,  of  good  sailing.  But  having  a 
rating  which  was  20  seconds  per  mile  slower 
than  the  number  she  races  under  back  home 
didn’t  hurt  her  corrected  time  performance 
either! 

Even  the  most  objective,  scientifically- 
based  handicap  system  yet  devised,  the 
International  Measurement  System,  still 


suffered  both  participation  and  perception 
problems,  with  rating  and  scoring  squabbling 
going  on  up  to  and  throughout  the  event.  Art 
Conway’s  Tripp  ILC  40  High  Noon  got  a 
new  keel  and  rudder  for  the  regatta,  pro¬ 
moting  a  new  'wanding'  of  the  entire  hull  and 
foils,  even  though  no  change  to  the  hull  was 
made.  When  the  IMS  program  kicked  out 
time  allowances  15  to  20  seconds  per  mile 
faster  than  the  old  certificate,  it  became 
obvious  the  new  measurement  contained 
some  serious  errors  (the  procedure  was 
performed  in  less  than  half  the  time  of  the 
original). 

Yet  US  Sailing  and  the  ORC  wouldn’t 
budge  on  admitting  there  were  problems 
with  the  offsets,  delaying  even  up  to  the  day 
of  the  first  race  before  allowing  a  remeas¬ 
urement.  Faced  with  such  obstructionism, 
owner  Art  Conway  withdrew  High  Noon 
from  the  regatta,  according  to  a  press  release 
from  the  Tripp  office,  "as  a  protest.  .  .  for  a 
problem  not  of  his  or  our  making."  As  a  re¬ 
sult,  IMS  Class  B  was  without  another  com¬ 
petitive  ILC  40. 

One  wonders  if  Conway  is  saying  to 
himself,  "Where  art  thou,  one-design?" 

Peter  Isler’s  recent  editorial  in  the 
February  Sailing  World  echoes  this  call  for 
one-design  sailing,  which  is  certainly  popular 
among  competitive  sailors,  but  which  will 
probably  be  fated  to  always  fall  on  the  deaf 
ears  of  many  big-boat  owners.  Isler  simply 
doesn’t  realize  that  many  of  these  guys  who 
get  into  spending  hundreds  of  thousands 
simply  enjoy  having  something  different. 

1  They  would  be  as  unlikely  to  buy  the  same 
boat  their  peers  have  as  they  would  any 
other  toy  —  the  boat  is  less  a  platform  for 
'competitive  and  fair  racing  as  it  is  a  state¬ 
ment  about  their  individuality. 

Nonetheless,  I  hope  this  Key  West  Race 
Week  will  have  been  another  step  in  the 
evolution  towards  fun  and  fair  racing. 

—  dobbs  davis 

DIVISION  I: 

ONE  DESIGN  48  —  1)  Indulgence/Corum 
Watches,  Graham  Walker,  United  Kingdom,  10 
points:  2)  Abracadabra,  James  Andrews/John  Kol- 
ius,  Alabama,  14.25;  3)  Windquest,  Doug  De- 
Vos/Kimo  Worthington,  Michigan,  22.  (4  boats) 
IMS-B  —  1)  Bright  Star,  N/M  46,  Richard  Bree- 
'  den/Steve  Benjamin,  Connecticut,  14.25  points;  2) 
Pinta,  J/V  45,  Willi  lllbruck,  Germany,  17.75;  3) 
Infinity,  N/M  49,  John  Thomson,  New  York,  24.75. 
(10  boats) 

PHRF-C  —  1)  Equation,  R/P  50,  Michigan,  6.5 
points;  2)  Nitemare,  Farr  44,  Illinois,  15.75;  3)  Gold 
Digger,  J/44,  New  York,  41.  (14  boats) 

IMS-D  —  1)  Flash  Gordon  II,  Farr  43,  Helmut 
Jahn/Terry  Hutchinson,  Chicago,  13.25  points;  2) 
Esmeralda,  Farr  40,  Makoto  Uematsu/Ken  Read, 
Japan,  18.25;  3)  Fatal  Attraction,  Farr  39,  Gray 
Kiger,  Miami,  28.  (8  boats) 
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MUMM  36  —  1 )  No  Problem!,  Jim  Brady,  Mass¬ 
achusetts,  9.75  points;  2)  Byblos  Perfumes,  Paola 
Gaia/Ed  Baird,  Italy,  "19;  3)  Atlanti  VII,  George 
Andreadis,  Florida,  29.5;  8)  Blue  Chip,  Walt 
Logan/Jeff  Madrigali,  San  Francisco.  (11  boats) 
MUMM  30  —  1)  Off  the  Gauge,  Florida,  19.5 
points;  2)  Runaway,  New  Jersey,  27.75;  3)  Madam 
X,  Larry  Harvey,  Torrance,  California,  28.  (1 1  boats) 
PHRF-G  —  1)  Regardless,  N/M  40,  Florida, 
25.75  points;  2)  Encore,  Taylor  40,  Louisiana, 
28.75;  3)  Cachondo,  Tripp  40,  Puerto  Rico,  33.75. 
(17  boats) 

DIVISION  II: 

PHRF-A  —  1 )  Abbey  Normal,  B-32,  Bahamas;  2) 
Hot  Flash,  SR-33,  Florida;  3)  Risky  Business, 
Tripp  33,  Virginia.  (17  boats) 

PHRF-B  —  1 )  Diana,  Beneteau  42,  Connecticut; 
2)  Aera,  Swan  46,  United  Kingdom;  3)  Banzai, 
Swan  47,  Massachusetts.  (11  boats) 

PHRF-C  —  1)  Kelly,  FC-34,  Florida;  2)  Zoo  2, 
G&S  30,  Canada;^)  Heatwave,  Adhara  30,  Rhode 
Island.  (20  boats) 

PHRF-D  —  1)  Ragamuffin,  J/29,  Louisiana;  2) 
Dirty  Harry,  J/29,  Rhode  Island;  3)  Hustler,  J/29, 
Mississippi.  (9  boats) 

J/80  —  1 )  Wild  Thang,  Texas;  2)  Jaguar,  Rhode 
Island;  3)  J-Spot,  Mississippi.  (9  boats) 

PHRF-E  —  1)  Glass  Frog,  Nightwind  35,  Florida; 
2)  Caramba,  Andrews  27,  Illinois;  3)  Fun  House, 
C&C  35,  Alabama.  (12  boats) 

MULTIHULL—  1)  Silverheels,  F-25C,  Colorado; 
2)  Adrenalin  Rush,  Stiletto  30,  Florida;  3)  El 
Condor,  Condor  4.0,  Texas.  (5  boats) 

PHRF-G  —  1 )  Putz,  SR-25,  Canada;  2)  Fortune 
Cookie,  B-25,  Mississippi;  3)  Bloodvessel,  B-25, 
Margaret  Gokey/Bernard  Slabeck,  Sausalito.  (17 
boats) 

MELGES  30—1)  Letter  of  Marque,  Massach¬ 
usetts;  2)  Team  Chesapeake,  Maryland)  3)  Orient 
Express,  Peter  Tong,  Long  Beach.  (8  boats) 
MELGES  24  —  1 )  #3,  Dave  Ullman,  1 6.25  points; 
2)  Mr.  Jenkins,  Herb  Cole,  26;  3)  Don’t  Be  No 
Dread,  Steve  Grillon,  35;  4)  Casey  Jones,  Don 
Jesberg,  40.5;  5)  #193,  Keith  Musto,  41.75;  6) 
Ronstan,  Seadon  Wijsen,  45.  (61  boats) 

Jack  Frost  Series 

After  pulling  a  no-show  in  December,  the 
wind  gods  redeemed  themselves  at  Encinal 
YC’s  Jack  Frost  Midwinter  Series  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  January  21.  A  steady  12-to-15  knot 
southwesterly  propelled  96  boats  around  a 
windward-leeward,  twice-around  course, 
which  was  improbably  lengthened  and  com¬ 
plicated  by  ebb  currents  at  each  turning 
mark.  At  the  windward  mark  (an  inflatable 
off  Treasure  Island),  the  fleet  fought  the  ebb 
coming  out  of  the  South  Bay.  Then,  at  the 
leeward  mark  (YRA  #24),  the  racers  had  to 
dodge  the  ebb  run-off  from  the  North  Bay. 

For  a  change,  the  race  committee  sent 
some  of  the  slower  boats  off  first.  "We  were 
trying  to  compensate  for  the  shorter  winter 
days,"  said  race  chairman  Dan  Fleming.  "The 
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idea  was  to  give  everyone  a  decent  length 
course,  and  still  be  home  before  dark.  Every¬ 
one  was  back  in  the  clubhouse  by  4:30  p.m. 
for  the  post  race  'coulda-shoulda’s',  so  the 
experiment  worked.  We’ll  probably  invert 
more  of  the  starts  next  month." 

A  highlight  of  the  day  was  the  match  race 
between  the  N/M  39  sisterships  Bullseye  and 
Jack  Rabbit.  Each  sailed  with  only  skeleton 
crews  (due  to  last  minute  defections),  and  it 
actually  appeared  to  be  a  fair  fight.  After 
almost  two  hours  on  the  course,  Jack  beat 
Bullseye  over  the  line  by  one  minute,  11 
seconds.  However,  the  carbon-rigged  Jack 
rates  21  to  Bullseye’s  27.  .  .  &>  they  ended 
up  losing  to  Bullseye  by  2  seconds  on  cor¬ 
rected  time.  That’s  close! 

DIV.  A  (0-96)  —  1)  Bullseye,  N/M,  39,  Bob  Garvie; 
2)  Jack  Rabbit,  N/M  39,  Dave  &  Jackie  Liggett;  3) 
China  Cloud,  J/40,  Leigh  Brite;  4)  Bloom  County, 
Mancebo  31 ,  The  Ondrys.  (12  boats) 

DIV.  B  (Sportboats)  —  1)  Invictus,  J/105,  Walt 
Marti;  2)  20/20,  J/105,  Phil  Gardner.  (4  boats) 

DIV.  C  (97-129)  —  1 )  Insufferable,  N/M  30,  Peter  & 
KD  Rookard;  2)  Swell  Dancer,  Santana  35,  Jim 
Graham;  3)  Screamer,  Capo  30  mod.,  Dick  Horn;  4) 
Mad  Hatter,  Wylie  34,  Rich  Fisher  &  Peg  Hickman.  (13 
boats) 

DIV.  D  (ultralight)  —  1)  Chesapeake,  Merit  25,  Jim 
Fair;  2)  Twilight  Zone,  Merit  25,  Paul  Kamen;  3) 
Mirage,  Black  Soo,  Ben  Mewes.  (6  boats) 

DIV.  E  (130-168)  —  1)  Ono,  B-25,  Chris  Doubek/ 
Fred  Voss;  2)  Uno,  WylieCat  30,  Steve  Wonner;  3) 


Wings,  Columbia  5.5,  Michael  Jackson;  4)  Flow 
Backwards,  Cal  9.2,  Dan  Wolf.  (12  boats) 

DIV.  F-1  (1 69-1 96)  —  1 )  Snow  Goose,  Santana  30, 
Ted  Mattson;  2)  Joanna,  Irwin  30,  Martin  Jemo;  3)  Lelo 
Too,  Tartan  30,  Emile  Carles.  (7  boats) 

DIV.  F-2  (197-up)  —  1 )  Pathfinder,  Ariel,  Ed  Ekers; 
2)  My  Toy,  Ranger  26,  David  Adams;  3)  Maeve,  Thun- 
derbird,  Peter  Gilson.  (9  boats) 

CATALINA  30  —  1)  Mona  Too,  David  Halaby;  2) 
Goose,  Michael  Moradzadeh;  3)  Lochan  Ora,  Paul 
Harwood.  (9  boats) 

CATALINA  34—1)  Wind  Dragon,  Dave  Davis;  2) 
Orion’s  Way,  James  Kenmore.  (6  boats) 

SANTANA  22  —  1 )  US  99,  Bob  Barkdale;  2)  Carlos, 
Robert  Ward.  (6  boats) 

NON-SPINNAKER  —  1 )  Wianno,  Catalina  42,  John 
Sullivan;  2)  Island  Time,  Islander  28,  Chris  Bell.  (6 
boats) 

COLUMBIA  CHALLENGER  —  1)  Gunga  Din,  Jan 
Grygier;  2)  Runaground  Sue,  James  Van  Blarigan.  (6 
boats) 

Santa  Cruz  YC  Midwinters 

"Light  easterly,  big  swell,  tricky  sailing," 
reported  regatta  chairman  Eric  Malmberg  of 
the  Santa  Cruz  YC  Midwinter  races  on  Satur¬ 
day,  January  20.  Two  short  2.06-mile  wind- 

Another  Sausalito  boat,  Margaret  Cokey's  B-2S 
' Bloodvesset  also  did  well  at  Key  West,  coming  in 
3rd  out  of  17  boats  in  PHRF-C. 
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ward/leeward  races  were  held,  with  Shepp 
Kett’s  SC  50  Octauia  winning  both  by  mar¬ 
gins  of  58  and  13  seconds  respectively. 

Octauia  thus  far  has  sailed  a  perfect 
series  —  four  bullets.  "The  starts  are  a 
nightmare,  so  we  hang  back  about  a  minute 
until  the  line  isn’t  as  congested,"  claimed  a 
crewmember.  "Then  we  sheet  in  and  start 
weeding  our  way  through  the  fleet. . .  So  far, 
we  haven’t  hit  anybody!"  Octauia  is  using  the 
series  as  a  low  pressure  tune-up  for  this 
summer’s  Pacific  Cup,  where  she’ll  be  pitted 
against  sisterships  Rollercoaster,  Dolphin 
Dance  and  Oaxaca. 

RACE  #1: 

CREWED  —  1)  Octavia,  SC  50,  Shepp  Kett;  2) 
Special  Edition,  Wildnerness  30,  Eric  Sultan;  3) 
Great  Pumpkin,  Moore  24,  Jim  Maloney;  4)  Tacos 
Pescados,  Olson  30,  Tim  McTighe;  5)  Capital  Af¬ 
fair,  Olson  30,  Bill  Host;  6)  Elixir,  SC  52,  Skip  Ely; 
7)  Bullet,  Olson  30,  Mike  Gross;  8)  Flying  Squirrel, 
SC  33,  Jack  Gordon;  9)  Snafu  U,  Moore  24,  Berry- 
man/Conerly;  10)  Hanalei  Express,  SC  27,  Stur¬ 
geon/Schuyler.  (25  boats) 

DOUBLEHANDED  —  1)  Nobody’s  Girl,  Moore 
24,  Syd  Moore;  2)  Moonchild,  Olson  25,  Tim  Kilbert; 
3)  Mistress  Quickly,  SC  27,  Larry  Weaver.  (6 
boats) 

RACE  #2: 


CREWED  —  1)  Octavia;  2)  Animat  House, 


Olson  30,  Lezin/Akrop;  3)  Jersey  Girl,  SC  27,  Greg 
Miller;  4)  Cisco,  N/M  28,  Gary  Redelberger;  5) 
Flying  Squirrel;  6)  Hanalei  Express;  7)  Elixir;  8) 
Bullet;  9)  Speedster,  Moore  24,  Fred  Cox;  10) 
Summertime,  Moore  24  prototype,  Dennis  Bassano, 
Jr.  (25  boats) 

DOUBLEHANDED  —  1)  Sumo,  SC  27,  Jim  Liv- 


for  the  passage — Australian  media  magnate 
and  longtime  sailor  Rupert  Murdoch  was 
also  on  the  crew.  In  fact,  in  the  buoy  race 
prior  to  the  Sydney-Hobart,  Murdoch  lost 
the  tip  of  his  right  index  finger  when  it  was 
sucked  into  a  mainsheet  block.  He  was  a 
good  sport  about  it,  claiming,  "I  did  what  I 
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Yacht 

Type 

Qmm 

Homeport 

Freewind 

Cal  9.2 

Don  &  Betty  Lessley 

Novato 

Energy 

Custom  2-ton 

Sue  Johnston 

Tiburon 

Empress  of  Blandin 

Islander  28 

Erich  Ringewald 

Sausalito 

Moonshadow 

Deerfoot  2-62 

George  Backhus 

Sausalito 

Hot  Tango 

Wylie  52 

Larry  Bughi 

Anacortes 

Lands ‘  End  "" 

Passport  40 

Tom  Owens 

Orcas 

Blue  Chip 

Mumm  36 

Walt  Logan 

Belvedere 

Thunder 

Valiant  32 

Ralph  Harding 

Pt.  Richmond 

Maimiti  *** 

Mini  6.5 

Jean-Yves  Lendorny 

San  Francisco 

Chorus 

Kettenburg  38 

Peter  English 

San  Rafael 

Me'lusine 

Custom  34 

James  McAlpine 

Oak  Harbor 

War  Stories  *** 

Moore  24 

Royce  Fletcher 

Santa  Cruz 

Starlight  Express  *** 

J/130 

David  Mclvor 

Laguna  Hills 

Grey  Ghost  *** 

Zaal  38 

Doug  Grant 

Sausalito 

Incantation 

SC  50 

David  Ratnor 

Vancouver 

(No  Name)  *** 

BOC  50 

Rod  &  Malcolm  Park 

Soquel 

Moretoise 

Pearson  40 

Dennis  Ronk 

Elk  Grove 

*  As  of  1/17/96  **  Doubletianded 

t  /  • 

ingston;  2)  Nobody’s  Girl;  3)  Ciao,  SC  27,  Andy 
Carsop.  (6  boats) 

Race  Notes 

America’s  Cup  returns  to  U.S.  soil!  Oops, 
make  that  the  Little  America’s  Cup,  as  in  the 
22nd  International  Catamaran  Chal¬ 
lenge  Trophy,  which  was  just  won  in  a  4-0 
blowout  victory  down  in  Melbourne,  Aus¬ 
tralia.  The  victorious  C-Class  cat  was  Cogito, 
owned  by  Rhode  Island’s  Steve  Clark  and 
sailed  by  skipper  Duncan  MacLane  and 
Marshall’s  Erich  Chase.  The  Aussie  de¬ 
fender,  Lindsay  Cunningham’s  Yellow  Pages 
Edge,  came  up  on  the  short  end  of  the  stick. 
. .  especially  in  race  two,  when  they  flipped. 
Cogito’ s  margins  of  victory  wfere  3:45,  7:37 
and  1:33  in  the  other  races.  We’ll  grab  Erich 
when  he  resurfaces  in  Marin  County  for  the 
full  story. 

Meanwhile,  Down  Under:  As  predicted 
here  last  month,  Sayonara  took  line  honors 
(and  division  honors  on  corrected  time)  over 
98  boats  in  the  630-mile  Sydney-Hobart 
Race,  while  the  'low-tech'  Iain  Murray- 
designed  40-footer  Terra  Firma  won  on 
corrected  time.  Sayonara  missed  Kialoa  IIP s 
1975  record  of  2  days,  14  hours  by  11 
hours.  "We  had  wind  up  to  43  knots,  and 
were  leaping  off  some  pretty  big  waves  at  14 
knots,"  said  Sayonara’ s  sailing  master  Geoff 
Stagg.  "It  was  disappointing  not  to  get  the 
record,  but  we  got  one  part  of  the  race  right 
—  we  finished!" 

Interestingly,  owner  Larry  Ellison 
wasn’t  the  only  billionaire  aboard  Sayonara 


was  told  not  to  and  I  put  my  finger  near  a 
winch."  Murdoch  was  released  from  the  hos¬ 
pital  in  time  to  join  the  Sayonara  crew 
dinner  that  night. 

Random  notes:  We  heard  through  the 
grapevine  that  Morning  Glory,  Hasso  Plat- 
tner’s  new  R/P  80  just  won  the  Cape  Town 
to  Rio  Race  in  about  14V2  days,  lowering 
their  old  boat’s  course  record  by  a  day. 
We’re  looking  forward  to  seeing  Morning 
Glory  square  off  with  Sayonara  in  the  not- 
too-distant  future  —  possibly  at  Antigua 
Race  Week,  though  probably  not  until  the 
Kenwood  Cup.  Plattner  and  Ellison  are  fierce 
business  rivals,  and  it’s  no  secret  that  they 
can’t  stand  each  other.  .  .  .  Web  sites  are 
the  rage  these  days,  and  they’re  springing  up 
faster  than  we  can  check  them  out.  The  San 
Francisco  YRA  just  got  wired  (a  great  place 
to  post  your  club’s  race  results);  several  local 
yacht  clubs  have  sites  (Berkeley,  Corinthian); 
and  at  least  three  local  classes  (Olson  30, 
Merit  25,  Moore  24)  are  now  online. 

Sale  boats  of  the  month:  Lifelong  sailor 
Lon  Price  recently  donated  his  beautiful 
Wylie  42  Scorpio  to  Stanford,  his  alma 
mater.  .  .  Brian  Madden  of  San  Francisco 
recently  bought  the  Olson  25  George.  His 
previous  boat,  the  Merit  25  Out  of  Con¬ 
trol,  was  declared  a  total  loss  after  being 
torpedoed  at  the  Great  Pumpkin  Regatta. . . 
Wabbiteers  Jerry  Keefe  and  Allison 
Lehman  have  moved  up  to  an  Islander  40 
called  Islero,  which  they  had  trucked  up  from 
Southern  California  in  December.  They’re 
considering  installing  davits  on  the  transom 
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of  their  new  boat  to  carry  their  Wabbit 
Contingent. 

In  the  bad  news  department,  versatile 
SoCal  sailor  Tom  Leweck  just  bought  a 
stinkpot  —  a  Wellfleet  34  tefttatively  called 
Rocking  Chair.  His  Melges  24  Pinocchio  is 
for  sale  (see  Classies),  and  Tom  reports  that 
he  is  being  hazed  unmercifully  by  his  sailing 
buddies.  "I’m  65  years  old!"  he  claims  in  self- 
defense.  Rumor  has  it  Bill  Twist  is  also 
selling  his  Melgi  Priss,  citing  work  pressure  or 
some  such  lame  excuse.  Hey,  what’s  going 
on  here? 

Speaking  of  Leweck,  here  was  his  post¬ 
card  version  of  Key  West  Race  Week: 
"(Dave)  Ullman  had  speed,  but  so  did  lots 
of  others.  He  simply  outsailed  everyone.  He 
sat  out  the  last  race,  which  (Don)  Jesberg 
won  using  Ullman  Sails.  A  well  run  regatta, 
but  quite  expensive.  Entry  fee  was  $400, 
plus  $40  per  wristband,  $50  a  day  to  tie  up 
your  boat,  $7  a  day  to  store  your  trailer,  $15 
each  way  to  ramp  launch,  $2,200  for  a 


condo  for  the  week,  etc.  Peter  Tong  had  a 
great  time  with  his  rented  Melges  30, 
finishing  third  in  a  pretty  weak  fleet.  He 
wants  to  buy  one,  hoping  to  convince  Joe 
Case  and  other  sled  buddies  to  follow  suit. 
Mike  Campbell  wants  a  Mumm  30.  Larry 
Harvey  chartered  a  Mumm  30  and  came  in 
third,  a  freckle  out  of  second.  Our  ( Sailing 
World’s )  Melges  30,  Mumm  30,  B-32  speed 
test  was  inconclusive  for  lots  of  reasons.  Fill 


you  in  soon,  Tom." 

Who’s  the  best  sailing  town  in  America? 
Obviously,  the  correct  answer  is  "San 
Francisco",  but  we  won’t  get  a  chance  to 
prove  it  this  year.  The  inaugural  Sail  City 
Challenge,  scheduled  for  February  in  ' 
Miami,  was  abruptly  canceled  due  to  the 
promoter’s  financial  difficulties.  A  lot  of  good 
people  have  been  left  holding  the  bag  on  this 
one,  which  is  a  shame  —  it  sounded  like  a 
cool  event! 

Standing  room  only:  The  ’96  West 
Marine  Pacific  Cup,  slated  for  July  8-11 
starts,  has  sold  out  again.  An  unprecedented 
81  boats  have  paid  up  and  hope  to  do  the 
popular  race,  which  theoretically  is  limited  to 
only  50-55  boats.  The  main  list  consists  of  61 
boats,  all  of  which  will  be  squeezed  in 
somehow.  The  20  boats  on  thf  waiting  list 
(see  box)  are  waiting  anxiously  in  the  wings 
for  spots  to  open  up  as  boats  drop  out  for 
various  reasons.  "We’ve  never  turned  away 
any  boat  that  wants  to  sail  yet,"  claimed  staff 


commodore  Jim  Quanci.  "We’re  working 
hard  to  figure  out  how  to  accommodate 
everyone."  Call  Mary  Lovely  at  (415)  441- 
4461  if  you’re  interested  in  learning  more 
about  the  race.  Better  yet,  plan  on  being  at 
the  Pacific  Cup  Get-Together  at  Berkeley  YC 
on  February  9. 

More  good  news:  Tahoe  Sail  Week  will 
be  making  a  comeback  this  summer  after 
disappearing  sometime  in  the  late  ’80s.  The 


1 996  San  Diego-Mazatlan  Race  Entries 

Name 

Type 

Skipper 

Yacht  Club 

KC  H?:;.; 

Salsipuedes 

Tayana  52 

Fred  Frye 

,  San  Diego  YC 
Oceanside  YC 

Esprit 

KP  46 

Robert  Pace 

Sweet  Shot 

Passport  47 

San  Diego  YC 

Sea  Dancer 

Marconi  35 

Al  Wheatman 

California  YC 

Novia  del  Mar 

Beneteau  40 

Mike  Busch 

San  Diego  YC 

Seaker 

Custom  46 

Wes  Stone 

Cabrillo  Beach  YC 

Significant  Other 

C&C  Landfall  39 

Scott  Adam 

California  YC 

Sara  Bella 

Columbia  56 

Donald  Ross 

Dana  West  YC  - 

Das  Ein 

Irwin  54 

Roy  Roach 

Tutukaka  So.  Pac.  YC  I 

PHRF  (Starts  February  1) 

: 

' 

Ecstasy 

Baltic  38 

John  &  Lorenza  Donahue 

Be  " 

Pendragon 

- 

David  Gray 

Sorcery 

, 

Jake  Wood 

Osprey 

SC  40 

Nicholas  Barran 

Yukon  Jack 

SC  50 

Larry  Hoffman,  Sr. 

Encinal  YC 

Bay  Wolf 

SC  50 

Kirk  Wilson 

Cabrillo  Beach  YC 

South  Beach  YC 

Stealth  Chicken 

Perry  56 

Hall  Palmer 

Harlequin 

N/M55 

Barbara  Colville 

Newport  Harbor  YC  , 

ULDB  70  (Starts  February  1) 

f  .  y  -v 

Grand  Illusion 

SC  70 

Ed  McDowell 

King  Harbor  YC 

Orient  Express 

SC  70 

Peter  Tong 

Long  Beach  YC 

Mongoose 

SC  70 

:: 

Long  Beach  YC 

Evolution 

SC  70 

Brack  Duker 

California  YC 

Swiftsure 

N/M70 

Doug  Mongeon 

Dana  Point  YC 

Taxi  Dancer 

Ft/P  70 

■ 

Santa  Barbara  YC 

TURBO  SLEDS  (Starts  February  2) 

.  ■  .  ...  ,,,  ■ 

Cheval 

Andrews  70+ 

Hal  Ward 

California  YC 

Victoria 

Andrews  70+ 

Mike  Campbell 

Long  Beach  YC 

America's  Challenge 

Whitbread  60 

Neil  Barth 

Newport  Harbor  YC 

Moore  24  Nationals  will  be  scheduled  in 
conjunction  with  the  revived  event,  which 
promises  to  be  a  highlight  of  the  lake  circuit 
this  summer.  The  festivities  begin  June  29  at 
South  Lake  Tahoe  —  check  these  pages  for 
more  info  soon.  .  .  Also,  look  for  the 
upcoming  Vallejo  Race  (April  27-28),  to  be 
bigger  and  better  than  ever  thanks  to  spon-' 
sorship  this  year.  Rumor  has  it  that  the 
colorful  regatta/parade  will  be  featured  in  a 
half  hour  television  show,  too! 

Dinghy  daze:  The  second  race  day  of 
Lake  Merritt  SC’s  Edna  Robinson  Mem¬ 
orial  Midwinter  Regatta  attracted  only  20 
dinghies  on  the  chilly  day  of  Sunday, 
January  14.  The  faithful  few  were  treated  to 
three  light  air  races.  After  six  of  12  scheduled 
races,  class  leaders  are  Joe  Doering  (Lido 
14),  Dan  Ouellet  (JY  15),  Vince  Casalaina 
(Open  Class),  and  Jim  Warfield  (El  Toros). 

The  envelopes  please:  The  local  'Acad¬ 
emy  Awards  of  Sailing',  i.e.  the  St.  Francis 
YC  club  trophies  for  ’95,  were  awarded 
last  month.  Honored  were  Matt  McQueen 
(best  junior),  Morgan  Larson  (outstanding 
sailor),  Melissa  Purdy  (yachtswoman  of  the 
year)  and  Dave  Gruver  (greatest  contrib¬ 
ution  to  the  sport).  Gruver,  who  maintained 
the  fleets  at  the  Brut  Cup  and  the  Nations 
Cup,  claimed,  "I’m  pleasantly  surprised.  .  . 
You  know,  it’s  amazing  what  you  can  ac¬ 
complish  when  you’re  unemployed!" 

The  Big  Show:  The  ’95  Rolex  Yachts¬ 
man  and  Yachtswoman  of  the  Year,  the 
highest  annual  sailing  honor  in  the  U.S.,  will 
be  announced  at  the  New  York  YC  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  9.  The  women  making  the  'short  list' 
(expanded  from  four  to  eight)  this  year  were 
Betsy  Alison,  Nancy  Haberland,  Kim  Logan, 
Susie  Pegel,  Melissa  Purdy,  Dawn  Riley, 
Cory  Sertl  and  Jody  Swanson.  The  male 
candidates  were  Ed  Baird,  Dave  Dellen- 
baugh  (who  should  have  been  on  the  wom¬ 
en’s  list?),  Steve  Fossett,  Terry  Hutchinson, 
Steve  Pettingill,  Mark  Reynolds,  Brian 
Taboada  and  John  White.  In  both  fields,  it’s 
an  'apples  vs.  oranges'  choice  again  (e.g.,  is 
doing  well  on  the  Omega  Match  Racing 
Circuit  a  higher  achievement  than  winning 
the  Star  Worlds?  Is  being  the  team  captain 
on  an  A-Cup  boat  more  meaningful  than 
winning  the  Rolex  International  Women’s 
Keelboat  Championship?).  It’ll  be  interesting 
to  see  who  gets  the  nod  —  check  these  pages 
next  month! 

Collegiate  update:  Stanford  decisively 
won  the  Sugar  Bowl  Intersectional  in 
New  Orleans  on  December  27-29,  with 
Marquette  and  Santa  Barbara  finishing  a 
distant  second  and  third  in  the  9-school  field. 
The  Rose  Bowl,  held  at  Alamitos  Bay  YC 
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on  January  6-7,  was  next.  USC  won  over  a 
22-school  field,  followed  by  Stanford, 
Berkeley,  St.  Mary’s  and  Santa  Barbara. 
These  were  the  last  two  regattas  of  the  fall 
season  —  as  of  January  15,  the  spring 
season  is  underway.  The  final  fall  rankings 
were  computed  regionally  (not  nationally, 
for  a  change),  with  the  following  coed  results 
for  our  region:  1)  Stanford,  2)  Berkeley;  3) 
USC;  4)  Hawaii;  5)  Santa  Barbara;  6)  Irvine. 
The  women’s  rankings  are:  1)  Stanford;  2) 
Irvine;  3)  Berkeley;  4)  USC;  5)  Santa  Cruz; 
6)  Santa  Barbara.  Stanford,  which  is  on  a 
roll,  is  being  led  by  skippers  John  Meade 
(New  Orleans,  sophomore),  Adam  Lowry 
(Detroit,  senior)  and  Alice  Manard  (New 
Orleans,  junior). 

Star  struck:  Italy’s  Enrico  ChiefH  won 
his  first  Star  Worlds  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  last 
month,  beating  defending  champs  Mark  Rey¬ 
nolds  and  crew  Hal  Haenel  by  two  points  in 
a  down-to-the-wire  series.  Finishing  third  in 
the  61 -boat  field  was  homeboy  Torben 
Grael;  fourth  went  to  Paul  Cayard.  Looking 
down  the  list  of  talent  at  this  regatta  reminds 
us  of  something  Dennis  Conner  supposedly 
once  said:  When  asked  who  he  considered  to 
be  the  best  sailor  in  the  world,  he  responded, 
"Whoever  is  the  current  Star  world  cham- 


Zut  alors!  The  speedy  'Seventy-Two'  was  just 
rated  at  108  by  our  local  PHRF  committee.  Most 
boats  this  size  rate  well  over  200. 


pion." 

New  kid  on  the  block:  The  newest  high- 
tech  machine  on  San  Francisco  Bay  is  only 


21  Vi  feet  long!  Jean-Yves  Lendormy  of  San 
Rafael  just  took  delivery  of  Seventy-Two,  a 
six-year-old  French  Mini-Transat  boat  which 
looks  more  or  less  like  a  dehydrated  BOC 
60-footer.  Amazingly  overcanvassed  (T  =  36 
feet,  same  as  an  Olson  30!),  the  little  go-cart 
sports  twin  rudders,  a  swing  keel  like  Isabelle 
Autissier’s  boat  had  (in  lieu  of  water  ballast), 
bilgeboards,  a  huge  articulating  bowsprit  and 
gigantic  asymmetric  spinnakers.  We’ll  take  a 
closer  look  at  this  wild-looking  toy  once  it 
starts  racing  around  here. 

Check  it  out:  The  ’96  YRA  Master  Sail¬ 
ing  Calendar  is  available  at  most  of  the 
usual  Bay  Area  distribution  locations  as  of 
right  now  (it  was  delivered  with  the  February 
Latitude).  All  YRA  members  will  receive  a 
copy  in  the  mail;  if  you  can’t  find  a  copy  of 
this  48-page  mini-magazine,  call  the  YRA 
office  at  (415)  771-9500. 

On  a  personal  note,  I’d  like  to  mention 
that  this  is  my  100th  issue  as  the  Race 
Editor  for  Latitude  38  —  hardly  a  brilliant 
career  move  to  stay  this  long,  but  I’ve 
enjoyed  every  minute  of  it.  Thanks  to  all  of 
you  for  enduring  the  last  8V4  years  of  my 
ramblings,  and  special  thanks  to  everyone 
who  has  contributed  to  Race  Sheet  over  the 
years.  See  you  on  the  starting  line! 


THE  CHOICE 
OF  "ALL-AMERIG 

From  the  ranks  of  the  up  and  coming  ICYRA 
"All  American"  sailors  (sponsored  by  Ron- 
stan),  to  proven  champions  such  as  Dennis 
Conner,  Americans  are  discovering  Ronstan. 

All  American  sailors  can  benefit  from  Ron- 
stan's  superior  sailboat  hardware  technology. 

The  choice  is  yours! 

CALL  OR  FAX  FOR  FREE  CATALOG 

RONSTAN 

U.S.A.:  PHONE  (813)  443-7661 

FAX  (813)  447-0867  ^ 

CANADA:  FAX  EAST  (4 1 6)  29 1  -3446  JS 
FAX  WEST  (604)  325-0326  ^ 


YACHT  HARBOR 


T  The  perfect  location  -  in  the  heart  of  the  Bay. 
T  Save  time  -  cruise  just  minutes  from  cast  off. 
T  Extensive  nautical  video,  book  and  chart  library. 

A 

T  Rental  rates  from  $5.25  *  $5.75/ft. 

T  Own  a  slip  -  option  to  buy  your  own  slip, 
t  Call  for  new  tenants  specials. 


(510)  428-0505 

3300  Powell  Street  •  Emeryville  •  CA  94608 
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With  reports  this  month  from  Dawn  and  Barbara  Ann  headed  to  the 
Panama  Canal;  Tlgger  bouncing  (what  else?)  around  inside  the  Canal; 
Maluhta  sitting  outhurricane  season  in  Pago  Pago;  Rubaiyat  in  Oz ;  Shayna 
getting  yet  another  unspoiled  taste  of  Cuba;  Tan-Tar-A  up  the  Rio  Dulce  in 
Guatemala;  and  Pinniped  and  a  bunch  of  other  cruisers  getting  the  skinny  on 
their  planned  South  Seas  trip  from  SoPac  vets  Jim  and  Diana  Jessie.  We  also 
throw  in  the  towel  in  a  monthly  cruiser  tip  and  finish  you  off  with  a  broadside 
of  Cruise  Notes. 


Tigger  —  N/A 
Dave  &  Sharon  Ragle 
Fools  &  Sailors  In  The  Canal 
(Katy,  Texas) 

We’ve  been  telling  friends  about  a 
'dodged  bullet'  incident  that  happened  to  us 
last  winter  while  we  were  at  Pedro  Miguel 
Boat  Club  and  Marina  —  which  is  inside  the 
Panama  Canal  at  the  Pedro  Miguel  Locks. 
We  were  laughing  at  the  end,  and  someone 
said  it  sounded  like  a  story  for  Latitude  —  as 
no  other  publication  would  fully  appreciate 
the  stupidity  of  it  all. 

The  Pedro  Miguel  BC  is  a  great  place  to 
stay  if  you  have  to  spend  any  amount  of  time 
in  Panama.  It’s  quiet,  safe,  the  people  are 
terrific,  and  you’re  able  to  do  your  own 
boatwork.  One  of  the  few  downsides  is  that 


This  is  exactly  the  situation  the  Ragles  refer  to  — 
a  Canal  tug  about  to  blast  all  the  boats  moored 
in  the  Pedro  Miguel  Boat  Club. 


the  Canal  tugs,  whose  job  it  is  to  push  the 
big  ships  into  the  adjacent  locks,  often 
position  themselves  perpendicular  to  the 


boats  in  the  marina.  So  when  they  pour  on 
the  power  to  move  a  ship,  the  tremendous 
prop  wash  is  enough  to  roll  sailboats  on  their 
beam  ends  and  create  a  current  of  up  to  — 
in  my  estimation  —  about  20  knots.  The 
result  is  an  incredible  strain  on  docklines, 
deck  hardware  —  and  nerves. 

One  night  a  tug  and  Tigger  were 
positioned  in  such  a  way  that  Tigger  was 
getting  the  full  brunt  of  the  tug’s  prop  wash. 
After  about  10  minutes  of  the  tremendous 
strain,  we  started  fearing  for  our  boat.  If  her 
docklines  or  cleats  broke,  she  would  be 
pushed  down  on  the  vessels  next  to  us.  So  I 
ran  to  the  dockmaster,  who  said  about  the 
only  thing  we  could  do  was  to  try  to  get  the 
attention  of  the  tug  skipper.  He  then  might 
be  able  to  reposition  his  tug  so  that  her  wash 
would  miss  our  boat. 

By  the  time  I  got  back  to  our  boat,  there 
were  several  folks  gathered,  all  discussing 
ways  to  get  the  tug  captain’s  attention.  Dave 
tried  our  air  horn,  which  was  overwhelmed 
by  the  roar  of  the  tug’s  huge  engines.  Just 
then  a  fellow  sailor  came  up  behind  us  — 
and  shot  off  a  flare!  The  flare  sailed  right 
over  the  tug,  ship  and  locks,  and  landed  in 
the  jungle  on  the  other  side  of  the  Canal.  It 
was  effective,  though,  as  the  tug  captain 
immediately  backed  off  and  repositioned  his 
vessel  so  as  not  to  affect  our  boat.  We  all 
breathed  a  sigh  of  relief  and  went  to  sleep. 

About  two  weeks  later  we  told  this  story 
to  another  cruiser.  When  we  got  to  the  part 
about  the  flare  being  the  only  thing  that  got 
the  tug’s  attention,  he  said,  "Oh,  so  that’s 
what  happened!  You  sure  caused  a  stir  at  the 
locks  that  night."  That’s  when  we  heard  what 
Paul  Harvey  would  call  'the  rest  of  the  story'. 

The  only  time  ships  with  hazardous  cargo 
—  such  as  explosives  —  are  allowed  to 
transit  the  Canal  is  at  night.  Naturally,  the 
ship  being  pushed  by  the  tug  causing  all  the 
wash  to  hit  Tigger  was  one  of  those  loaded 
with  explosives.  We  couldn’t  see  the 
dangerous  cargo  markings  because  of  all  the 
lights  and  commotion  ...  all  right,  all  right, 
and  because  we  didn’t  look. 

Anyway,  as  the  flare  flew  through  the  air, 
apparently  everyone  on  tug,  on  the  lock 
walls,  aboard  the  ship,  and  in  the  Canal 
tower  stopped,  held  their  breath,  and  prayed 
that  the  flare  wouldn’t  land  on  the  ship  and 


create  one  hell  of  an  explosion.  Fortunately, 
the  flare  did  fly  over  everything  and  land  in 
the  jungle.  But  talk  about  catching 
someone’s  attention! 

The  ship,  the  tug,  and  the  Panama  Canal 
are  still  standing,  but  once  again  only 
because  the  good  Lord  takes  care  of  fools 
and  sailors. 

We’ve  since  sailed  to  French  Polynesia, 
where  we  left  Tigger  on  the  hard  at  Raiatea 
Carenage  while  we  flew  back  to  the  States  to 
visit  grandchildren.  By  the  time  folks  read 
this,  we  should  be  in  New  Zealand.  Even 
though  it  gets  increasingly  expensive  as  we 
continue  west,  we  still  insist  that  our 
daughter  forward  all  our  Latitudes.  We  just 
never  know  when  we’ll  need  something  to 
ponder  —  or  a  good  laugh. 

—  dave  &  sharon  10/95 

Dawn  —  Camper-Nicholson  39 

Jeff  &  Dawn  Stone 

Costa  Rica  To  Panama 

(Sausalito) 

The  last  time  we  saw  Jeff  and  Dawn 
Stone,  it  was  a  year  ago  in  Costa  Rica.  We 
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Scenes  from  six  months  in  Costa  Rica:  Spread;  Ballena  Bay,  kome  to  the  luxurious  Tambor  Resort  — 
as  well  as  the  funky  Ballena  Bay  YC.  Insets,  clockwise  from  above;  Isla  Citana,  also  known  as  Fantasy 
Island,  has  always  been  popular  with  cruisers;  the  pool  at  Bahia  Cigante,  a  more  upscale  resort. 


were  motoring  out  of  the  Gulf  of  Nicoya’s 
Bahia  Gigante  aboard  Big  O  just  as  they 
were  ghosting  in.  They’d  been  nailed  by  a 
papagwjo  and  had  run  out  of  fuel  trying  to 
make  easting  back  to  the  mainland.  We 
towed  them  to  the  anchorage,  but  after  just 
a  few  minutes  of  greetings  had  to  be  on  our 
way.  Once  the  Stones  got  their  hook  down, 
however,  they  pretty  much  stayed  put  for  six 
months. 

"Lots  of  cruisers  weren’t  particularly 
impressed  with  Costa  Rica,"  says  Dawn,  "but 
we  loved  it.  We  made  lots  of  great  friends 
and  got  invited  into  the  homes  of  many 
locals  —  something  that  didn’t  happen  too 
often  in  Mexico." 

The  way  the  Stones  see  it,  Costa  Rica  is  a 
'people  place',  and  most  of  the  fun  activities 
are  ashore.  "Latitude  was  right  about  the 
water,"  says  Dawn,  "it’s  murky  and  the 
beaches  aren’t  that  nice.  It’s  not  the  kind  of 
place  where  you  junrfp  over  the  side  every 
morning.  We  probably  didn’t  swim  more 


than  ten  times  the  whole  time  we  were  there 
—  and  it’s  hot!" 

The  Stones  departed  Mexico  with  mostly 
lint  in  their  cruising  kitty,  and  were  eager  for 
work.  Costa  Rica  proved  to  be  an  ideal 
destination  for  them.  "We  left  Mexico  broke," 
recalls  Dawn,  "but  as  soon  as  we  dropped 
the  hook  in  Costa  Rica  everything  came 
together.  Not  only  were  we  able  to  make 
money,  but  we  were  able  to  party  while 
doing  it! 

"We  didn’t  go  to  the  bank  for  six  months," 
Dawn  continues.  "The  resorts  —  which  all 
seem  to  be  owned  by  gringos  —  were  dying 
for  Jeff’s  refrigeration  skills  because  they 
couldn’t  get  anybody  to  come  down  from 
San  Jose.  And  I  did  a  lot  of  sewing  and  stuff. 
If  a  person  was  willing  to  do  odd  jobs  like 
painting  or  had  a  little  common  sense,  it  was 
easy  to  get  work.  But  for  some  reason  we 
were  about  the  only  cruisers  working.  Ray 
Jason  of  Aventura,  who  juggled  for  money  at 
Isla  Tortuga,  was  the  only  other." 

"One  of  our  first  jobs  was  ferrying 
kayakers  from  Puntarenas  to  Isla  Gitana," 


chuckles  Jeff.  "The  folks  at  Isla  Gitana  had 
promised  the  kayakers  that  a  "luxury  yacht" 
would  pick  them  up.  Our  Dawn  became  that 
luxury  yacht." 

One  of  the  Stones’  favorite  places  in 
Costa  Rica  was  the  Bahia  Ballena  YC.  "It  sits 
upon  a  crumbling  pier  and  has  the  worst 
dinghy  dock,"  says  Jeff,  "but  it  was  a  great 
place.  We  also  spent  a  lot  of  time  over  at 
Rancho  Gigante.  Patrick,  the  American  who 
owns  the  place,  is  a  really  great  guy." 

"After  dinner  in  San  Jose  one  night," 
remembers  Dawn,  "Patrick  asked  if  he  could 
take  us  out  for  a  drink.  So  we  got  in  a  car, 
drove  a  while,  and  pulled  up  in  front  of  this 
absolutely  gorgeous  Victorian  building  called 
Key  Largo.  I  was  dressed  pretty 
conservatively  —  especially  when  I  looked  at 
what  the  women  bartenders  were  wearing. 
Their  skirts  just  barely  covered  their  tush! 
Then  1  looked  around  a  little  more,  and  my 
God,  there  were  40  or  50  of  the  most 
beautiful  women  you’ve  ever  seen,  decked 
out  in  every  kind  of  provocative  outfit  you 
can  imagine.  It  was  a  whorehouse!  But  it  was 
an  okay  place  for  couples  to  go  for  a  night 
out,  and  I  actually  got  a  real  kick  out  of  it. 

"But  those  women  were  as  aggressive  as 
they  were  gorgeous!"  Dawn  giggles.  "As  soon 
as  I  went  to  the  ladies’  room,  one  moved 
right  in  on  Jeffie.  And  the  later  it  got,  the 
/  more  crowded  it  became.  In  fact,  we  started 
seeing  guys  we  knew  from  cruising  boats 
down  on  the  coast!  'I’m  not  here  for  what 
iyou  think,'  they’d  mumble  to  me  red-faced. 
'Relax,'  I’d  tell  them,  'I’m  not  your  mother'.1' 

The  only  thing  a  little  spooky  about  Costa 
Rica  was  that  there  seemed  to  be  an 
increasing  number  of  cases  of  dengue  fever, 


Jeff  Stone  and  some  Kuna  buddies  land  a  'fruta 
de  mar*  in  the  San  Bias  Islands.  The  Stones  wish 
they  were  still  there. 
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which  is  nasty  stuff.  Finn,  a  well-liked  worker 
at  Isla  Gitana,  was  debilitated  with  it  for 
about  six  weeks.  "We  personally  didn’t  have 
much  trouble  with  mosquitos,"  Jeff  reports, 
"because  we  don’t  anchor  close  to  shore." 

The  one  part  of  Costa  Rica  that  didn’t 
thrill  the  Stones  was  Golfito  —  although  they 
did  have  a  few  laughs  there.  "Right  when  you' 
pull  into  Golfito,  you  see  this  crazy  World 
War  II  era  powerboat  up  on  the  shore," 
recalls  Jeff.  "It’s  been  up  there  30  years,  and 
was  puf  there  by  Capt.  Tom,  a  legendary 
figure  who  apparently  came  down  from 
Northern  California.  He  made  the  beached 
boat  into  a  colorful  waterfront  restaurant  and 
apparently  spent  his  off  hours  fathering  half 
the  children  in  Golfito. 

"Anyway,  we  arrived  with  another  boat 
whose  crew  were  really  eager  to  meet  the 
fabled  Capt.  Tom  and  have  a  drink  with  him. 
Unfortunately,  they’d  been  basing  this  wish 
on  dated  information.  You  know  how  the 
Costa  Ricans  bury  their  dead  in  mounds? 
Well,  on  our  way  to  finding  Capt.  Tom,  we 
literally  almost  stumbled  over  his  grave.  So 
while  we  and  our  friends  were  able  to  have 
that  'drink  with  Capt.  Tom',  it  wasn’t  exactly 
how  they’d  visualized  it.  As  for  the  old 
restaurant,  it’s  now  like  a  honeycomb  with 
about  50  people  living  in  it." 

The  other  cruiser  institution  in  Golfito  had 
been  Whitey’s  Jungle  Club,  which  has  been 
closed  for  over  a  year  now.  According  to  the 
Stones,  Whitey  was  still  around  as  of  last 
July,  but  the  Jungle  Club  was  still  .closed. 
The  Stones  heard  he  was  having  problems 
with  paperwork,  but  didn’t  know  for  sure. 

"As  far  as  we’re  concerned,"  says  Jeff, 
"there  is  no  reason  to  go  to  Golfito.  It’s 
highly  overrated." 

"On  the  other  hand,"  enthuses  Dawn, 
"Panama  is  it!  Costa  Rica  doesn’t  have 
anywhere  near  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
places  to  go  as  Panama,  or  the  potential  for 
adventure.  The  islands  along  the  Costa 
Rican  border,  Isla  de  Coiba,  the  Perlas 
Islands,  the  Canal,  Portobello,  the  365  San 
Bias  Islands  —  and  the  Darien! 

"A  few  months  ago  Latitude  got  a  letter 
from  Tom  and  Nancy  of  M’Lady,  asking  if 
you  wanted  an  article  on  cruising  the 
Darien,"  continues  Dawn.  "Let  me  tell  you, 
those  folks  are  great  people  who  spent  a  lot 
of  time  up  a  Panamanian  river  where  few 
white  people  have  ever  been.  The  bummer  is 
that  some  folks  on  another  boat  did  just  a 
fraction  of  what  they  did,  but  heard  all  of 
Tom  and  Nancy’s  stories,  and  apparently  are 
passing  them  on  as  their  own!  It’s  plagiarism 
or  whatever,  and  it’s  awful  because  Tom  is  a 


great  guy  who  has  always  been  the  first  guy 
to  help  anybody  who  needs  it." 

"We  spent  most  of  our  Panama  time  — 
2V2  months  —  out  at  the  San  Bias  Islands," 
says  Jeff.  "What  a  great  place!  We’d  still  be 
there  if  our  kids  hadn’t  sent  us  Florida-to- 
Califomia  plane  tickets  so  we’d  come  home 
and  see  them  for  the  holidays." 

"I’m  a  water  person,"  says  Dawn,  "and  the 
San  Bias  Islands  are  great  for  people  like  me. 
You  should  see  my  shell  collection!  And  the 
Kunas  are  really  sweet  people,  particularly 
when  you  interact  with  them  one-to-one. 
There  are  so  many  San  Bias  Islands,  and 
only  a  few  cruising  boats.  But  it’s  amazing 
how  many  of  them  are  from  Sausalito  or  San 
Francisco;  you  see  them  everywhere!" 

The  Stones  left  Colon,  Panama,  for 
Florida  on  November  8.  Their  trip  back  to 
the  States  was  more  interesting  than  it  was 
pleasant.  "Nasty,  nasty,  nasty,"  says  Jeff. 

The  only  amusing  distractions  during  the 
11 -day  ordeal  were  provided  by  folks  who 
are  most  likely  in  the  employ  of  the  U.S. 
taxpayers.  After  being  battered  by  rough 
weather,  the  Stones  sought  shelter  in  the  lee 
• 


Spread,  the  San  Bias  Islands,  where  the  fish  are 
big  and  the  Kuna  Indians  are  small.  Inset,  Dawn 
has  crabs  —  big,  juicy,  delicious  crabs. 

of  Swan  Island,  which  is  located  in  the 
middle  of  nowhere  between  Honduras  and 
the  Cayman  Islands.  Claimed  by  Honduras, 
Swan  Island  has  long  had  a  reputation  for 
being  a  CIA  outpost.  And  things  may  not 
have  changed. 

"As  we  approached  the  anchorage," 
remembers  Jeff,  "there  were  guys  running  up 
and  down  the  beach  with  guns,  instructing  us 
over  the  VHF  to  stay  away  and  not  come 
ashore.  They  told  us  to  keep  tuned  to 
Channel  16  at  all  times;  but  they’d  never 
respond  to  our  ceills." 

"They  had  dishes  and  antennas  on  the 
island  like  crazy,"  laughs  Dawn,  "and  we 
were  pretty  sure  they  could  listen  in  on  our 
conversations  inside  the  boat.  So  we 
whispered  to  each  other.  ( Laughter )  The 
nearest  beach  was  beautiful  and  I  really 
wanted  to  go  ashore  and  do  some  shelling, 
so  I  got  on  the  radio  and  told  the  people 
ashore  that  I’d  bdked  some  brownies  just  for 
them.  But  they  didn’t  fall  for  it,  and  refused 
to  answer. 

"We  could  tell  something  funny  was  going 
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on,  because  Hondurans  are  small  people 
and  the  guys  taking  cigarette  breaks  on  the 
beach  were  really  big.  Besides,  although  we 
couldn’t  see  them,  we  could  hear  planes 
taking  off  and  landing.  And  when  they  gave 
us  instructions  over  the  radio,  it  was  in 
halting  English,  and  the  instructions  were 
obviously  being  read:  'We  hope  you  have  a 
good  time.'  [Laughter).'' 

The  closer  the  Stones  got  to  Florida,  the 
worse  the  conditions  became.  "The  seas 
were  the  worst,"  says  Jeff,  "and  that’s 
because  it  was  getting  so  shallow.  But  it 
didn’t  help  that  there  was  an  unusually  early 
winter  cold  front  coming  down  the  East 
Coast.  But  Herb  from  Southbound  II — who 
provides  incredible  weather  for  cruisers  — 
held  our  hand  all  the  way  through.  Herb  is 
so  patient;  he’s  wonderful.  Cruisers  are  all 
up  in  arms  because  the  U.S.  government,  in 
order  to  save  a  few  dollars,  has  stopped 
broadcasting  weatherfaxes.  With  the  wind 
blowing  up  to  50  knots  and  no  weatherfaxes 
available,  lots  of  folks  bailed  by  staying  in 
Belize. 

"The  next  day,  when  we  were  120  miles 
from  Isla  Mujeres,"  Jeff  continues,  "1  was 
bare-ass  naked  when  this  Coast  Guard 


helicopter  circled  us  twice.  I  got  on  the  radio 
and  was  told  that  a  nearby  cutter  wanted  to 
do  a  safety  inspection,  the  heavy  seas 
notwithstanding.  I  told  them  they  could 
board  our  boat,  but  I  wasn’t  going  to  slow 
down  or  reduce  sail." 

"It  was  kind  of  funny,"  says  Dawn.  "Eight 
Coasties,  decked  out  in  their  full  regalia,  had 
to  motor  over  to  our  boat  in  25  knot  winds 
and  huge  seas,  then  try  to  climb  aboard. 
When  they  finally  managed  to  get  aboard, 
they  were  boiling  hot  and  almost 
immediately  became  seasick.  They 
conducted  what  was  probably  the  fastest 
safety  inspection  in  history." 

"Last  but  not  least,"  continues  Jeff,  "we 
also  ran  into  what  we  believe  was  a  drug 
deal  about  100  miles  from  Key  West.  We 
watched  on  radar  as  this  large  blip  kept 
coming  at  us  no  matter  how  much  we 
changed  course.  It  turned  out  to  be  a  900- 
foot  container  ship — with  no  containers  and 
the  navigation  lights  all  screwed  up.  When 
she  finally  came  to  a  stop  about  500  feet 
away,  all  her  lights  were  extinguished  and  a 
small  bbat  was  lowered  into  the  water.  The 
|  little  boat  took  off  like  a  bat  out  of  hell  — 
g  fortunately  in  the  opposite  direction  from 
<2  us." 

£  "What  was  really  suspicious  were  their 
3  radio  transmissions  as  they  approached  us. 
Everybody  always  identifies  themselves  on 
the  radio  and  chats  a  little.  Well,  all  these 
guys  said  was,  You  see  us?  Just  maintain 
your  current  course.  We  see  you  and 
everything  is  fine.'  They  wouldn’t  identify 
themselves  or  anything.  We’re  sure  it  was  a 
drug  transfer  being  made  at  a  GPS  point, 
and  we  just  happened  to  be  there." 

Having  had  a  brief  but  complete  fill  of  the 
States,  the  Stones  waited  for  the  49ers  to 
lose,  then  headed  back  to  their  boat  in 
Florida.  By  March  or  April,  they  expect  to  be 
in  St.  Martin  or  Antigua,  where  lots  of 
skippers  will  be  in  need  of  Jeff  s  refrigeration 
expertise. 

"We  did  Hawaii  and  French  Polynesia  in 
'91-'92  before  this  cruise,  and  we’re  still 
totally  enthusiastic,"  says  Dawn.  "We  love 
the  cruising  life." 

—  latitude  1/95 

Maluhia  —  N/A 
Hans  Regnery  &  Judy  Coulter 
Pago  Pago,  American  Samoa 
(Honolulu,  Hawaii) 

Talofa  and  happy  holidays  to  everyone 
from  Maluhia  (Hawaiian  for  'peace').  We’re 


spending  the  hurricane  season  here  in  Pago 
Pago,  American  Samoa,  with  about  30  other 
yachts.  Quite  a  few  of  them,  like  us,  are 
boycotting  New  Zealand  because  of  the 
Kiwi’s  Section  21  requirements.  The  locals 
here  tell  us  there  are  usually  only  about  six 
boats  here  at  this  time  of  year,  so  the  boycott 
seems  to  have  gotten  at  least  some  cruiser 
support. 

We’re  happy  to  report  that  the  harbor 
here  at  Pago  Pago  is  much  cleaner  than  it 
was  during  our  last  visit  three  years  ago.  Last 
time  we  were  here,  the  two  tuna  canneries 
simply  dumped  their  putrid  waste  into  the 
harbor.  Now  it’s  barged  outside.  The  result  is 
that  you  can  now  see  20  feet  down  to  the 
bottom  of  the  harbor  and  the  normal  reef 
fish  seem  to  be  thriving. 

While  attempts  are  being  made  to  clean 
up  other  garbage  and  get  people  to  stop 
littering,  it’s  still  pretty  trashy  in  the  two  main 
urban  areas  of  Pago  Pago  and  Fatatogo. 
Aluminum  cans,  beer  bottles,  all  kinds  of 
plastic,  and  Styrofoam  fast  food  cartons  and 
plates  are  still  to  be  seen  everywhere.  Most 
of  this  trash  was  simply  dropped  —  not  in 
one  of  the  many  trash  cans  —  but  wherever 
the  consumer  had  finished  with  it.  This 
littering  —  along  with  the  Samoans  obesity 
due  to  an  overconsumption  of  junk  food  — 
is  one  of  the  legacies  'civilization'  has  left 
behind. 

While  Pago  Pago  harbor  may  be  cleaner 
than  before,  the  holding  ground  is  as  bad  as 
ever,  so  almost  everybody  is  on  a  mooring. 

’  We  plan  to  haul  in  Fiji  next  year,  as  there  are 
no  haul-out  facilities  here  in  Pago  for  small 
yachts.  There  are  two  places  to  haul  out,  but 
they  only  service  the  tuna  fleet  and  other 
large  vessels.  And  rather  than  go  to  Don 
Coleman’s  yard  in  Vava’u,  Tonga,  we’ll  haul 
at  Lautoka,  Fiji,  which  is  near  Nandi.  We’ve 
been  told  there’s  a  good  yard  that’s 
reasonably  priced.  It’s  on  the  dry  side  of  the 
island  and  reportedly  has  easy  access  to 
Suva  by  bus. 

P.S.  Thanks  to  Latitude  and  Ron  Zeise 
(who  wrote  to  us),  we  did  contact  Ben  and 


a  The  folks  in  Fiji  have  learned  from  experience  to 
take  cyclones  seriously.  This  boat  sits  in  a  pit  at 
the  boatyard  at  Lautoka. 


CHANGES 


Sharon  aboard  the  Freya  39  Tntuition.  We’re 
hoping  to  meet  them  out  here  one  of  these 
days. 

P.P.S.  We  hope  everybody  remembers 
the  words  of  Ghandi:  "Live  simply  so  that 
others  may  simply  live." 

—  hans  &  judy  12/95 

Hans  &  Judy  —  Fiji  is  a  terrific  place,  but 
if  you’re  going  to  spend  hurricane  season 
there  we  hope  you  take  precautions.  There’s 
a  good  yard  at  Lautoka  that  digs  'hurricane 
holes'  for  boat  keels  to  sit  in.  If  you’re  going 
to  stay  in  the  water,  look  up  Don  aboard  the 
big  schooner  La  Volante.  He’s  an  old  Pacific¬ 
crossing  mate  of  the  Wanderette’s,  and  has 
kept  the  schooner  in  the  water  in  Fiji  for 
about  the  last  10  hurricane  seasons.  He 
might  be  willing  to  share  a  few  of  his 
hurricane  hideouts. 

While  we’ve  always  liked  Ghandi’s  saying 
about  living  simply,  that  alone  isn’t  going  to 
solve  the  world’s  problems  —  not  when  we 
keep  adding  another  90  million  horribly 
impoverished  people  to  the  planet  each  year. 

Rubaiyat  —  Stevens  47 

The  Sherman  Family 

In  Oz  And  Not  Miserable 

(Corte  Madera) 

We  ended  up  this  season  in  Mooloolaba, 
Australia  —  and  we’re  loving  it!  After 
spending  two  years  in  the  Caribbean  and 
South  Pacific,  we’d  all  had  our  fill  of 
beautiful  islands  with  palm-lined  beaches. 
We  wanted  a  dose  of  concrete  and 


Taking  a  break  from  cruising  while  in  Australia, 
eight-year-old  Cody  Sherman  has  given  up  killing 
lobsters  for  riding  a  bike.  He's  well-rounded. 


civilization!  So  we’re  plugged  in  and 
recharging  our  batteries  in  order  to  be  ready 
for  some  more  exotic  island  cruising  come 
April. 

Don’t  get  us  wrong,  Mooloolaba  is 
anything  but  a  concrete  jungle.  It’s  a  resort 
town  where  the  Aussies  come  for  seaside 
holidays  and  to  escape  the  heat.  The  beach 
is  one  of  the  most  spectacular  we’ve  seen. 
The  harbor  is  up  a  river  and  well-protected, 
yet  it’s  practically  on  the  sea,  so  daysailing  is 
a  snap. 

We’re  enjoying  learning  Aussie  ways.  For 
example,  heaps  of  Aussies  get  up  Sunday 
morning  to  have  a  breakfast  barbecue.  These 
guys  are  serious  about  the  grill!  Other 
authentic  Aussie  institutions  are  the  'bowls 
clubs',  where  the  teams  lawn  bowl  in  their 
whites,  and  the  meat  tray  raffles  —  no 
kidding  —  on  Wednesday  and  Friday  nights. 

Aussies  speak  their  own  brand  of  English, 
insisting  that  we  speak  'American'.  So  here’s 
a  quick  Oz  to  American  dictionary  we’ve  put 
together: 

Fair  dinkim  =  No  shit! 

Fagged  out  or  knackered  =  Tired 

Good  on  ya!  =  Good  for  you 

Baripubi  getting  up  on  you  =  Getting  on 
your  case 

Mince  =  Ground  meat 

Check  =  Chicken 

Tucker  =  Meal 

And  please  don’t  say  'fanny  pack',  as  the 
Aussie’s  inherent  politeness  will  prevent 
them  from  snickering  at  you,  thus  preventing 
you  from  realizing  that  you’ve  gone  astray. 
To  the  antipodeans,  'fanny'  is  the  front  end, 
not  the  back.  So  it’s  a  'bum  bag'  instead. 

Everything  about  being  in  Australia  has 
been  a  change  from  what  we’ve  done  for  the 
last  two  years,  and  it  seems  as  though 
change  was  what  we  needed.  We  are  thrilled 
to  be  having  one  address  for  five  whole 
months  in  a  row,  and  are  actually  getting  off 
the  boat  to  stay  in  a  cottage  for  two  months. 
Sailing  is  aerobic  sitting,  so  joining  the  gym 
and  daily  jogs  are  popular  with  cruisers. 

Jessica,  11,  and  Cody,  8,  are  stuffing 
themselves  with  as  much  fresh  milk,  broccoli 
and  strawberries  as  they  can  hold.  Cody  was 
happy  to  exchange  his  speargun  for  a 
bicycle,  and  it’s  good  to  see  him  learn  some 
normal  kid  skills.  Jessica  can’t  believe  the 
number  and  size  of  bookstores  —  all  English 
books!  —  and  has  been  stocking  up  on 
reading  material.  Cruisers  trade  adult 
reading  material  all  the  time,  but  we  hadn’t 
found  a  decent  supply  of  kids’  books  since 
the  States  and  Australia. 

Meanwhile,  Dave  and  I  are  learning  to 


drive  on  what  the  Aussies  claim  is  the  'right' 
side  of  the  road.  However,  the  ultimate  sign 
that  we  have  been  away  from  civilization 
long  enough  is  that  we  bought  a  mobile 
phone  —  and  get  excited  when  it  rings!  Call 
me  crazy,  but  I  gotta  go  in  order  to  study  my 
7V  Guide !  More  next  season  from  Indonesia 
and  beyond. 

—  amy  sherman  12/95 

Shayna  —  Hunter  40 
Larry  Hirsch  &  Dorothy  Taylor 
South  Coast  Of  Cuba 
(Northern  California) 

What  are  we  doing  here  in  Cuba?  Tom 
Miller’s  quote  from  Trading  With  the  Enemy, 
which  was  picked  up  in  Simon  Charles’ 
Cruising  Guide  To  Cuba,  says  it  best: 

"I  went  to  Cuba  because  I  was  curious; 
because  no  one  agrees  on  its  strengths; 
because  I’d  read  so  much  about  it;  because 
it  is  forbidden;  because  it  is  heartbreakingly 
lovely;  because  so  many  people  have 
championed  it  while  so  many  others  have 
abandoned  it;  because  Cubans  make  good 
music  and  aromatic  cigars;  because  they’ve 
thumbed  their  noses  at  their  former  patron 


IN  LATITUDES 


Australia  offers  the  whole  spectrum  of  cruising 
fun,  from  urbanity  to  desolate  stretches  of  coast. 
This  is  the  Gold  Coast,  an  ocean  playground. 

for  more  than  three  decades;  because  I’d 
grown  weary  of  writing  about  Latin 
American  'democracies'  where  forlorn 
illiterate  campesinas  sit  on  city  street  comers 
selling  combs,  nail  clippers,  and  undervalued 
handicrafts  while  their  malnourished 
barefoot  youngsters  turn  their  palms  up  and 
say  "gimme"  instead  of  learning  how  to  hold 
a  pencil  or  read  a  sentence;  because  my 
favorite  players  on  the  Washington  Senators 
in  the  1950s  were  Cuban;  because  I’m  an 
incurable  romantic;  because  we  still  have  a 
navy  base  there;  because  Cuban  women  are 
astute  and  alluring;  because  in  the  last  five 
hundred  years  of  travel  writing  few  cities  in 
the  world  have  been  so  effusively  praised  as 
Havana;  because  Teddy  Roosevelt  led  the 
charge  up  San  Juan  Hill;  because  I  liked  Our 
Man  In  Havana  and  The  Old  Man  and  The 
Sea ;  because  I  got  a  kick  out  of  Desi  Amaz; 
because  I  was  distrustful  of  Cuba’s  bashers 
and  its  cheerleaders;  because  I  liked  the 
twinkle  in  Fidel’s  eyes;  because  I’d  never 
been  to  a  Communist  country;  because  I 


wanted  to  learn  to  rumba;  because 
Columbus  landed  there;  because  it  has 
hundreds  of  miles  of  unspoiled  beaches; 
because  of  the  mystique." 

In  any  case,  we  sailed  from  Fort  Myers, 
Florida,  to  Hemingway  Marina  near  Havana. 
After  cruising  Mexico  and  Central  America, 
we  were  used  to  dealing  with  customs  and 
immigration  officials.  We  found  Cuban 
officials  to  be  more  thorough  and  efficient, 
but  at  the  same  time  they  were  always 
courteous  and  pleasantly  curious  about  "dos 
Americanos". 

Marina  Hemingway  was  first  class.  While 
there,  we  joined  the  two-year-old 
Hemingway  YC,  which  charges  a  transient 
fee  of  $25/week.  This  allowed  us  use  of  the 
small  air-conditioned  clubhouse  that 
featured  HBO,  ESPN,  and  served  $1  (LJ.S.) 
drinks  and  hot  dogs.  Membership  in  the  club 
also  entitled  us  to  a  35%  discount  on  the  35- 
cents/day  slip  fees.  The  club  is  a  good  deal! 

During  our  stay  at  the  marina,  we  hired 
some  reasonably  skilled  deck  boys  to  clean 
the  boat  inside  and  out,  polish  stainless  steel, 
and  power  sand  —  for  the  first  time  in  eight 
years  —  the  teak  deck.  Their  pay?  An 
embarrassing  $5  U.S.  per  day  plus  lunch. 
You  should  have  seen  what  a  great  job  they 


did  scrubbing  the  heads! 

We  hired  a  car  and  driver  to  tour  Old 
Havana,  which  although  in  desperate  need 
of  restoration,  was  just  delightful.  What 
romance!  We  trekked  through  the  famous  El 
Morro  Fortress  at  the  harbor  entrance,  where 
the  canons  used  to  blast  at  2100  when  they 
raised  the  chain  to  close  the  harbor  entrance. 

On  another  day,  we  arranged  a  drive  into 
the  countryside  with  our  driver  Jose  and  his 
lovely  wife  Jackie.  First  we  stopped  at  their 
apartment,  however,  so  that  Jackie,  a 
dentist,  could  clean  Larry’s  teeth.  This  was 
done  on  their  apartment  balcony 
overlooking  the  Hotel  Libre  (ex-Hilton), 
while  Dorothy  videotaped.  Jose  and  Jackie, 
who  both  spoke  a  reasonable  amount  of 
English,  then  took  us  through  the 
countryside,  which  was  beautiful,  unspoiled, 
and  has  fine  roads  and  little  traffic. 
Eventually  we  stopped  at  an  exotic  orchid 
farm  and  an  enchanting  waterfall. 

The  Cuban  economy,  of  course,  has  been 
very  bad  since  the  demise  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  termination  of  subsidies.  Yet 
the  spirit  of  the  Cuban  people  remains  very 
high.  Chinese-made  bikes,  provided  by  the 
government  at  low  cost,  are  virtually  the  only 
transportation  for  most  Cubanos.  Where  it 
even  exists,  the  public  bus  service  is  poor  by 
any  standard.  Very  few  can  afford  the  luxury 
of  a  car  and  fuel;  similarly,  taxi  service  is  out 
1  of  the  question  for  most. 

The  food  and  produce  found  in  Cuban 
stores  is  meager  and  expensive.  There  are 
several  large  'dollar  stores'  in  Havana  which 
are  open  to  people  with  U.S.  dollars  — 
which  has  been  legal  currency  for  about  two 
years.  The  dollars  come  from  European  and 
Canadian  tourists,  and  ex-pat  Cubanos 
residing  in  the  United  States.  Meat,  canned 
goods  and  produce  are  available  in  'dollar 
stores',  but  at  prohibitively  high  prices  for 
most  Cubans.  The  prices  are  about  double 


Cuba  maybe  bankrupt,  but  major  Las  Vegas-style 
productions  continue  to  enjoy  success.  It's 
communism,  trppical-style. 


CHANCES 


A-  j 

<tv  fan 


Sailing  hedonists  reminder:  Antigua  Sailing  Week  —  which  last  year  drew  over  225  entries  —  begins 
April  28.  With  Cuba  nearly  1,700  miles  closer  to  the  United  States  than  Antigua,  can  you  imagine 
how  many  cruiser  /  racers  will  participate  in  the  first  Cuba  Sailing  Week  —  when  it  finally  happens. 
With  more  than  50%  of  Americans  thinking  the  embargo  no  longer  makes  sense  and  wanting  to  visit 
Cuba,  and  with  Cuba  so  unbelievably  destitute,  we  think  it  will  happen  within  five  years .' 


what  you’d  pay  in  a  typical  U.S. 
supermarket. 

We  finally  left  Hemingway  Marina  for 
Cabo  San  Antonio,  the  westernmost  end  of 
Cuba,  to  begin  our  cruise  along  the  600-mile 
long  southern  coast.  We  especially  enjoyed 
the  Isla  Juventud  (Isle  of  Youth),  although 
we  had  to  fight  light  easterlies  and  current 
most  of  the  way.  The  water  was  clear  and  the 
landscape  desolate  in  a  tropical  fashion. 

Cayo  Largo,  the  Cuban  equivalent  of 
Mexico’s  Cancun,  proved  to  be  a 
disappointment.  It’s  strictly  for  tourists*  the 
hotels  are  sterile  and  bninteresting,  and  it’s 
expensive.  All  the  workers  are  flown  in  from 
Havana  for  a  month  tour  of  duty,  then  flown 
home  for  another  month.  The  passage  into 
the  cay,  however,  was  exciting,  as  it  was 
tortuously  narrow  and  shoal,  and  poorly 
marked.  The  small  marina  sent  a  pilot  boat 
two  miles  out  to  lead  us  in  —  and  back  out 
when  we  left.  Diesel  there  was  $4/gallon! 

Until  this  time  we’d  pretty  much  travelled 
outside  the  reef  —  beyond  'the  wall'  —  and 
had  experienced  a  few  rough  passages.  We 
decided  to  cruise  'inside'  for  the  next  several 
hundred  miles,  hoping  to  steer  clear  of  the 
thousands  of  cayos  and  coral  heads.  We  had 
$200  of  Cuban  charts,  which  turned  out  to 
be  good,  and  Charles’  Cruising  Guide  To 
Cuba,  which  was  accurate  and 
comprehensive  enough  for  cruising  bums  like 
us. 

In  any  event,  we  had  a  wonderfully 
smooth  passage  to  the  anchorage  at  Casilda 
/  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  which  is  up  a  narrow  but 
well-marked  channel.  Thankfully  there  was 
good  holding  in  mud,  because  we  hung  out 
there  through  the  40-knot  winds  of  the  fringe 
of  Allison.  A  fellow  named  Rene  at  the  Hotel 
Ancon  across  from  the  anchorage  arranged 
for  a  friend  to  drive  us  five  miles  inland  to 
Trinidad  de  Cuba.  We  toured  the  beautiful 
old  city,  which  UNESCO  has  placed  on  its 
World  Heritage  list. 

On  the  way  back,  we  stopped  to  'farm' 
vegetables.  We  pulled  whatever  we  wanted 
—  beets,  carrots,  parsley,  onions  —  out  of 
the  ground  and  paid  the  farmer  20  pesos  — 
about  70  cents.  There  simply  aren’t  any 
markets,  big  or  small,  as  we  Americans  know 
them.  We  tried  to  find  a  few  eggs,  and  finally 
bummed  some  at  the  hotel  for  30  cents  each. 

Rene,  a  diesel  mechanic  who  studied  for 
four  years  in  Havana,  is  only  able  to  find 
work  as  a  night  watchman  at  the  hotel.  He 
gets  paid  $5  —  a  month!  He  worked  on  and 
around  our  engine  for  six  hours,  doing  things 
like  realigning  the  shaft  and  tightening  loose 
engine  mounts.  He  requested  old  shoes  as 


payment,  so  Larry  has  no  more  old  shoes. 
Rene  didn’t  really  want  money  because 
there’s  nothing  to  buy.  Then  he  turned 
around  and  gave  us  half  a  freshly  butchered 
goat!  It  was  great  cabrito. 

After  leaving  Casilda,  we  travelled  inside 
Golfa  de  Ana  Maria  and  Golfo  de 
Guacanayabo,  stopping  at  various  cayos 
during  the  night.  It  was  a  very  pleasant 
passage  except  for  a  grounding  while 
weaving  our  way  through  the  Canal  de 
Pinque,  which  passes  through  many  shoal 
cayos  in  its  snake-like  course.  Once  we  got 
Larry,  the  dinghy  and  outboard  off,  the  boat 
floated  high  enough  to  be  backed  off.  It  was 
a  good  thing,  too,  because  there  probably 
wasn’t  anybody  around  for  100  miles. 

As  we  continued  on  to  nearby  Cayo 
Grenada,  it  was  almost  dark,  which  is 
mosquito  time.  We  were  being  eaten  alive  as 
we  tried  to  set  the  anchor  —  and  bounced 
the  keel  off  coral  heads.  A  big  squall  came 


through,  however,  and  like  Moses  parting  the 
Red  Sea  with  the  Egyptians  in  hot  pursuit, 
the  howling  wind  drove  away  the 
tormentors. 

Our  next  passage  was  121  miles  to  the 
hidden  and  wonderfully  secure  anchorage  at 
Chivirico.  We  had  a  great  motorsail  in 
smooth  seas  and  calms  while  rounding  Cabo 
Cruz  before  we  arrived.  Chivirico  had  seen 
only  five  sailboats  in  the  past  year,  so  we 
were  the  local  news  for  school  children,  all 
the  fishermen  in  their  motorless  row  boats  — 
some  with  rag  tag  sails  —  and  all  the  townies 
for  miles  around.  The  people  were  very 
friendly.  When  Larry  gave  away  all  his  extra 
fish  hooks,  the  fishermen  were  awestruck. 
But  by  this  time  we  were  low  on  everything 
and  didn’t  have  much  more  to  give. 

Chivirico  has  a  great  hotel  atop  'heart 
attack  hill',  so.  we  trudged  up  for  a  view,  a 
pool  swim,  a  cold  drink  and  lunch.  It  was  so 
great  that  we  ended  up  renting  an  air- 
conditioned  room  with  ceiling  fan,  satellite 
TV,  and  a  view  of  the  anchorage  and  our 
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boat.  The  hotel  is  part  of  Canada’s  Delta 
chain,  with  good  food  and  all  the  booze  you 
can  drink  included  in  the  price  of  the  room. 
They  didn’t  make  much  profit  on  us. 

Santiago  was  our  last  stop  in  Cuba,  and 
we  were  escorted  in  from  the  sea  buoy  by 
the  navy.  Upon  entering  the  harbor  we  were 
required  to  tie  up  at  a  so-called  marina  dock, 
as  anchoring  is  not  permitted  inside  the  bay. 
Santiago  is  another  beautiful  city  with  El 
Morro  protecting  the  well-preserved  harbor. 
This  was  one  of  the  few  places  in  Cuba  we 
saw  other  tourists;  they’d  come  from 
Jamaica  on  day  trips.  We  also  met  lots  of 
friendly  Cubans.  Some  spoke  a  little  English, 
but  most  of  the  conversations  were  in  our 
limited  Spanish.  When  we  departed,  the 
dock  was  lined  with  marina  people,  officials, 
and  others,  all  waving. 

After  six  weeks  in  Cuba,  we  were  sad  to 
leave  the  wonderful  people  and  spectacular 
cruising  grounds.  This  is  what  cruising  used 
to  be  like:  deserted  anchorages,  clean  water 
—  and  no  other  boats  around. 

After  crossing  the  dreaded  Windward 
Passage  in  a  calrrt  to  the  Dominican 
Republic,  we  continued  on  to  Puerto  Rico. 

—  /arry  &  dorothy  7/95 


Readers  —  According  to  one  Florida 
newspaper,  560  U.S.-flag  vessels  called  on 
Hemingway  Marina  in  Cuba  last  year. 
According  to  USA  Today,  between  30,000 
and  40,000  U.S.  citizens  managed  to  visit 
Cuba  one  way  or  the  other.  Some  embargo, 

Tan-Tar-A  —  Challenger  40 

Bill  &  Renee 

Up  The  Rio  Dulce,  Guatemala 

(Southern  California) 

Here’s  our  report  from  last  summer  in  the 
Rio  Dulce,  Guatemala: 

The  big  gossip  one  week  was  when  Holly 
of  the  HollyMar  Restaurant  discovered  a 
body  floating  in  Lake  Izabel.  She  told  us  that 
nobody  retrieves  bodies  in  Guatemala, 
because  if  you  do  the  police  insist  that  you 
keep  it  until  they  get  things  going  —  which 
can  take  days.  Meanwhile,  you  get  stuck  with 
the  expenses! 

We  were  later  told  that  the  body  was 
found  down  the  river,  at  Fronteras,  so  more 
people  had  become  aware  of  it.  The  police 
were  alerted,  but  didn’t  come  for  a  long 
time.  They  say  that  it  was  a  gringo;  'they' 
being  the  gossips  on  the  VHF. 

That’s  not  been  the  only  body  in  the 
river.  A  popular  Canadian  named' Wayne, 
whom  we’d  met  in  Belize  and  who  ran  the 
dive  boat  Adventuress,  was  killed  late  one 
night  on  the  river.  He  and  a  friend  named 
Mike  were  travelling  in  their  dinghy  with  a 
light  on  when  a  large  cayuco  came  at  them 
—  and  then  at  the  last  minute  swerved  to 
avoid  them.  The  first  cayuco  missed  them, 
but  the  one  it  was  towing  whipped  out  into 
the  path  of  Wayne’s  dinghy.  The  collision 
threw  Mike  into  the  empty  cayuco,  which 
was  bad  enough,  but  Wayne  was  tossed  into 
the  water  were  he  was  badly  cut  up  by  the 
outboard  prop.  He  drowned. 

Wayne’s  body  was  found  a  couple  of 
days  later  by  Robin,  a  friend  and  occasional 
crew  of  Wayne’s.  Once  the  authorities 
pronounced  Wayne  dead,  they  made  Robin 
put  the  body  into  a  bag  and  get  it  ready  for 
shipment  to  Puerto  Barrios  for  an  autopsy. 
Robin  accompanied  Wayne’s  body,  and 
ultimately  had  to  put  him  into  a  body  bag  for 
shipment  back  home.  Ironically,  Robin  had 
been  the  victim  of  a  similar  accident  the 
previous  December.  Although  he  was  also 
badly  cut  up,  he  survived. 

The  story  didn’t  end  there.  Wayne’s  boat 
had  been  kept  at  Suzanna’s,  a  nice  marina 
up  beyond  the  bridge.  Suzanna  started 
making  noises  about  Wayne  having  run  up  a 
big  bill.  No  one  was  surprised  at  Suzanna’s 
claim,  because  she  apparently  pulled  a 


similar  trick  before.  So  Robin  snuck  into 
Wayne’s  boat,  hot-wired  the  engine,  and 
moved  her  down  river  to  a  dock  owned  by  a 
man  known  for  his  dislike  of  Suzanna.  Robin 
got  the  Canadian  consulate  involved,  and  it 
was  finally  ruled  that  Wayne’s  boat  could 
stay  where  she  was,  leaving  Suzanna  out  in 
the  cold.  At  least  there’s  now  a  chance  that 
Wayne’s  heirs  will  get  something  after  the 
mess  is  over.  But  that’s  life  on  the  Rio  Dulce. 

By  late  summer  there  were  lots  of  boats  in 
the  Rio  Dulce,  but  not  many  people.  Most 
yachties  had  gone  back  to  the  States  to 
escape  the  heat  and  what’s  normally  a  lot  of 
rain.  But  by  late  summer  the  lawns  had 
turned  brown  and  the  jungle  was  looking 
kind  of  pale.  There  are  two  wells  here  at 
Mario’s  Marina;  when  one  runs  dry  they 
switch  to  the  other.  But  there  was  so  little 
rain  that  both  wells  would  run  dry,  and 
they’d  have  to  wait  a  day  or  so  until  water 
from  the  river  seeped  back  into  the  wells. 

While  it  wasn’t  raininq  in  the  Rio  Dulce, 

Bill  and  Renee  of  'Tan-Tar-A'.  We  don’t  know 
their  last  name  or  what  their  boat  name  means, 
but  they're  great  people.  So  is  Anchor  the  dog. 
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the  water  level  was  pretty  high  because  it 
had  been  raining  hard  in  the  mountains 
upstream.  In  the  mornings  the  river  would  be 
up  three  inches  from  the  night  before,  but 
would  recede  as  the  day  wore  on.  When  it 
really  rains,  we’re  told  that  the  river  can  rise 
a  couple  of  feet. 

A  closed  street  runs  up  from  the  river  to 
the  main  highway  in  the  town  of  Fronteras, 
which  is  where  we  do  our  shopping.  It’s  a 
short  city  block  long,  and  has  scores  of 
shops,  bars,  meat  markets  and  tiendas  along 
each  side,  and  vegetable  vendors  in  the 
middle  of  the  street.  The  area  is  packed  on 
market  day,  and  you  have  to  watch  out  for 
stuff  —  such  as  kids,  empty  Coke  cases  and 
the  like  —  while  walking  up  and  down  the 
narrow  aisles.  If  that  didn’t  make  getting 
around  hard  enough,  the  vendors  string 
plastic  tarps  overhead  for  shade  when  the 
sun  gets  high.  That  wouldn’t  be  so  bad 
except  that  the  Guatemalans  are  so  short 
that  we  norte  americanos  have  to  duck  to 
pass  beneath  the  tarps.  The  veggies  are  very 
good  when  they’re  good  —  and  deplorable 
when  they’re  not.  It’s  always  colorful. 

When  our  television  conked  out,  I 
decided  to  make  the  six-hour  ride  to 
Guatemala  City  with  Paul  and  Dana, 
proprietors  of  Joe’s  Diner  in  the  marina.  Talk 
about  winding  roads,  darkness,  rain,  and 
aggressive  traffic!  Nobody  thinks  anything  of 
passing  trucks  on  blind  curves. 

Guatemala  City  has  it  all  —  including  an 
upscale  district.  In  Zone  10,  for  example, 
there  are  plenty  of  nice  homes,  medical  and 
dental  buildings,  and  fine  shops  such  as 


You'd  think  it  would  be  easy  to  buy  bananas 
where  they  grow.  But  you  have  a  much  easier 
time  finding  them  at  Safeway. 


those  you’d  find  in  Beverly  Hills  or  La  Jolla. 
There  are  some  differences,  though.  While  I 
was  in  a  high  class  veggie  shop,  a  large 


Chevy  Suburban  pulled  into  the  parking  lot 
and  three  very  large  and  serious  looking  men 
jumped  out  and  positioned  themselves 
strategically.  Then  a  very  attractive,  nicely 
dressed,  obviously  wealthy  woman  stepped 
out  and  entered  the  shop.  There’s  plenty  of 
work  for  bodyguards  in  this  city. 

When  I  got  back  to  the  marina,  everybody 
was  enjoying  some  desert  after  a  six-course 
Bastille  Day  celebration.  Then  —  BOOM!  — 
the  nightly  rainstorm  that  dumps  an 
unbelievable  amount  of  water  was 
punctuated  by  a  bolt  of  lightning  that  struck 
a  boat  on  the  outer  row  of  the  marina.  Those 
who  saw  it  said  sparks  flew  off  the  top  of  the 
mast  where  the  radio  antenna  had  been. 
Wow,  was  it  exciting!  While  the  rest  of  our 
boats  hadn’t  been  hit  directly,  we  soon 
began  to  notice  electrical  systems  and  gear 
knocked  out  on  surrounding  boats.  I 
discovered  our  invertor  was  out;  Greg  on 
Cable  Baby  lost  his  invertor  and  the  hard 
drive  on  his  computer;  Paul  said  his  radio, 
CD,  and  tape  player  had  been  knocked  out. 

When  we  returned  to  the  party,  we 
pondered  the  irony  of  the  fact  that  it  was  a 
French  boat  —  there  were  only  two  in  the 
35-boat  group  —  that  had  been  struck  by 
lightning  on  Bastille  Day.  After  a  night’s  rest, 
most  everybody’s  electrical  stuff  was  working 
again.  Ironically,  the  French  boat  that  had 
actually  been  struck  by  the  bolt  was  less 
damaged  than  the  one  next  to  her. 

While  at  Mario’s  Marina,  Renee  had  a 
birthday.  As  we  walked  up  to  the  restaurant 
at  the  marina,  I  used  the  VHF  to  order  a 
bottle  of  champagne.  She  could  hear  both 
sides  of  the  conversation,  so  it  wasn’t  a  big 
surprise.  But  the  caviar  Paul  presented  was. 
Yes,  you  can  get  just  about  anything  on  the 
Rio  Dulce. 

There  was  more  to  Renee’s  birthday,  too. 
A  few  days  earlier  a  boat  had  been  delivered 
to  the  Rio  Dulce  from  Florida,  and  then  her 
owners  arrived  from  Nicaragua.  They  were 
both  very  nice  and  spoke  quite  good  English. 
We  later  learned  Bernard  is  one  of  the  top 
five  classical  guitar  players  in  the  world.  He 
was  excellent  —  even  on  Island  Breeze 
Jimmy’s  $100  guitar  —  and  Renee  was  thus 
royally  entertained  on  her  birthday. 

When  the  weather  cleared  the  next  day,  I 
was  able  to  give  Renee  my  present:  a  one 
hour  tour  of  the  Rio  Dulce  and  Lake  Izabel 
from  the  air.  It  was  spectacular!  First  we  flew 
down  the  river  through  the  gorge  to 
Livingston.  When  we  headed  toward  Belize 
and  the  Sarstoon  River,  the  ocean  looked 
like  a  piece  of  glass  and  we  had  a  good  view 
of  shrimp  fishermen  at  the  mouth  of  the 


Latitude  38  Cruising  Tip 

Some  of  the  worst  items  to  have  aboard  an 
active  cruising  boat  are  big,  fluffy  towels.  First 
off,  once  they  get  wet  and  exposed  to  salt  — 
either  from  being  hung  on  the  lifelines  or  used  to 
dry  salty  bodies  —  they  never  really  dry  again. 
And  after  a  few  days,  they  begin  to  smell. 

The  only  solution  is  to  wash  them  again, 
which  either:  1)  requires  a  tremendous  amount 
of  precious  fresh  water,  or  2)  means  you  have  to 
have  them  washed  and  dried  commercially.  And 
as  any  cruiser  will  tell  you,  getting  laundry  done 
in  a  foreign  country  is  usually  a  real  pain  —  and 
startlingly  expensive. 

The  solution  is  being  held  by  Erica  in  the 
photo:  A  Speedo  'personal  tower,  which  retails 
for  about  $12.  They're  similar  to  boat  chamois 
except  they're  for  humans.  Once  damp,  the 
obviously  synthetic  fabric  feels  a  little  weird  —  j 
but  decent  enough  —  on  your  hair  and  skin. 
They've  become  very  popular  with  folks  who 
swim  on  a  daily  basis,  because  after  use  all  you 
have  to  do  is  squeeze  it  dry,  return  it  to  its  tiny 
plastic  container,  and  put  it  in  a  drawer. 

From  now  on,  anybody  who  wants  a  old- 
fashioned  towel  on  'Big  O'  is  going  to  have  to 
bring  their  own. 


river.  From  there  we  headed  back  toward  the 
Rio  Dulce,  seeing  lots  of  cattle  herds  on  the 
nearby  pampas.  We  then  did  a  circle  of  the 
lake,  seeing  the  hotels  and  small  towns  we’d 
only  heard  of  —  like  Denny’s  Beach,  home 
of  the  famous  monthly  full  moon  parties.  As 
we  returned  to  the  Rio  Dulce  for  the  final 
time,  our  pilot  made  a  steep  bank  over  the 
Castillo  de  San  Felipe,  a  refurbished  Spanish 
fort  that  sits  at  the  entrance  to  Lake  Izabel, 
and  finally  flew  over  Mario’s  Marina  and 
Tan-Tar-A.  Terrific! 

Seeing  all  the  underutilized  computers 
that  cruisers  have,  I  started  a  beginning 
computer  class  in  the  hopes  of  raising  a  little 
money.  Not  that  we  really  need  money,  we 
do,  but  it  wjas  a  bit  disconcerting  that  Renee 
was  making  all  the  money  from  haircuts  and 
I  was  just  spending  it.  So  giving  computer 
classes  was  a  way  to  reassert  my  manhood 
and  to  do  my  fair  share.  I  made  $50  and  had 
some  fun.  It  turned  out  there  was  more 
interest  than  I  thought,  so  I’ll  hold  more 
classes.  I  may  have  even  got  a  consulting  job 
at  a  nearby  hotel. 
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In  cooperation  with  the  marina,  I 
organized  a  tour  of  the  Quirigua  ruins,  which 
are  about  40  miles  away.  The  ruins  aren’t 
too  spectacular,  but  they  have  the  tallest  — 
30  foot  —  Stellas.  These  carved  stone 
monuments  aren’t  that  different  from  totem 
poles  of  the  Northwest,  only  larger.  They 
often  venerate  past  Mayan  rulers  or  gods, 
and  are  quite  intricate.  Quirigua  was  at  one 
time  a  substate  of  Copan  in  Honduras. 
Copan  is  much  larger  and  more  developed, 
but  it’s  a  long  way  away  and  in  another 
country. 

While  visiting  Quirigua,  we  visited  a 
nearby  Del  Monte  banana  packing  plant.  It 
was  really  neat!  To  get  the  bananas  to  the 
plant  —  which  is  right  on  the  edge  of  the 
field  —  they  have  developed  moveable 
monorails  that  have  wheels  with  hooks  that 
the  stalks  of  bananas  are  hung  on.  The 
monorail  track  runs  through  the  field  to  the 
plant.  They  string  together  a  long  line  of 
these  hooks,  which  in  turn  are  pulled  by  one 
man  who  hangs  on  a  motorized  wheel  at  the 
front  of  the  'train'.  This  means  the  bananas 


never  touch  the  ground  and  are  never  laid 
on  anything  that  would  cause  them  to  bruise. 
Each  stalk  is  covered  with  some  kind  of  mesh 
in  the  field  to  keep  bugs  away.  As  the 
monorail  train  pulls  the  stalks  into  the  shed, 
the  mesh  is  cut  away  and  the  stalk  is  sprayed 
with  strong  insecticide  to  kill  any  hitchhikers. 
Bunches  are  then  cut  off  and  dropped  into  a 
washing  pool,  where  they  float  for  100  feet 
to  a  person  who  picks  out  incomplete 
bunches.  The  good  stuff  goes  on  a  conveyor 
belt. 

The  funny  thing  is  that  we’ve  seldom 
been  able  to  find  bananas  to  buy  here  in 
'bananaland'.  We  could  have  bought  a  box 
at  the  plant,  but  would  have  had  to  pay  $30 
—  the  same  as  the  grocers.  When  we’ve 
found  bananas,  they’ve  usually  been  green 
and  then  ripen  funny  and  all  at  the  same 
time.  We  got  two  day’s  worth  of  edible 
bananas  last  time;  the  rest  had  to  be  used  for 
banana  cocktails.  Boy  do  we  suffer! 

Anyway,  we’re  happy  and  more  or  less 
healthy.  We’re  behind  on  boat  projects,  but 
there’s  lots  of  time. 

—  bill  &  renee  9/95 
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Readers  —  Sometimes  individual 
Changes  reach  us  indirectly,  and  therefore 
are  a  little  out  of  date.  Our  apologies.  But 
since  so  many  folks  know  Bill  and  Renee,  a 
couple  of  really  great  folks,  we  thought  we’d 
run  this  one  anyway. 

As  for  their  report  of  people  being  killed 
or  injured  while  in  dinghies,  it  doesn’t 
surprise  us.  It’s  our  belief  that  dinghy 
accidents  are  the  most  underrated  danger  in 
cruising  —  and  quite  possibly  the  most 
common  cause  of  accidental  yachtie  death. 

Although  such  incidents  rarely  get 
reported,  we  know  of  three  people  who  were 
killed  in  dinghy  accidents  last  year,  and  while 
in  Greece  learned  about  two  more.  Almost 
all  dinghy  injuries  and  deaths  are  associated 
with  —  surprise,  surprise  —  high  speed  and 
alcohol  consumption.  It’s  not  uncommon,  for 
example,  for  dinghies  to  have  been  rammed 
into  stationary  objects  at  high  speed.  A  few 
years  ago  one  yachtie  in  Antigua  nearly 
decapitated  himself  when  he  drove  a  dinghy 
right  through  the  side  of  a  Capri  25. 

And  responsible  dinghy  operation  is  not 
enough.  In  the  case  of  Wayne  mentioned  in 
this  Changes,  and  a  Southern  Californian 
near  Puerto  VaUarta  last  year,  their  deaths 
were  a  result  of  their  dinghies  being  struck  by 
high  speed  local  craft.  A  car  is  not  the  only 
thing  you  must  drive  defensively.  We 
recommend  rotating  a  bright  flashlight 
whenever  operating  a  dinghy  at  night.  Others 
use  a  flashing  yellow  light.  Do  whatever  you 
must  to  be  seen  —  and  in  crowded 
anchorages,  be  alert  for  unlit,  high  speed 
dinghies  suddenly  appearing  from  behind 
anchored  boats. 

Pinniped  —  Fantasia  35 

John  Briand  &  Daniele  November 

South  Pacific  Cruiser  Group 

(San  Francisco) 

A  couple  of  days  after  Christmas,  I  put 
out  a  VHF  call  for  boats  interested  in  forming 
a  South  Pacific  group.  The  response  was 
immediate  apd  enthusiastic.  That  afternoon, 
crews  of  about  six  boats  gathered  at  the 
dinghy  landing  to  meet  and  discuss  our 
mutual  interests.  Our  primary  considerations 
were  to  get  to  know  each  other,  trade  info, 
charts,  checklists,  and  plan  communications 
both  among  boats  during  the  passage  and 
with  friends  and  families. 

Then  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  discover 
that  some  of  our  neighbors  in  the  anchorage, 
Jim  and  Diana  Jessie  of  Nalu  IV  had  done 
the  South  Pacific  passage  some  10  years 
before.  They  agreed  to  join  our  first  meeting 
and  let  us  pick  their  brains.  And  pick  we  did. 
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Twenty-four  crewmembers  from  nine 
boats  showed  up  a  few  days  later  for  our 
meeting  in  a  restaurant.  It  was  a  general 
question  &  answer  affair,  with  Jim  and 
Diana  on  the  firing  line  over  matters  such  as 
weather  windows,  sailing  angles,  bonds  and 
check-in  procedures,  and  lots  of  other  basics. 
There  was  an  extremely  active  give  and  take 
over  the  clanking  of  plates  and  silverware. 

Weather  proved  to  be  a  big  topic  of 
interest  for  everyone,  so  the  Jessies  invited 
everyone  to  their  boat  a  few  days  later. 
Another  big  bunch  showed  up,  and  we 
discussed  storm  patterns,  looked  at  weather 
faxes,  pilot  charts  and  so  forth,  and  even  got 
into  the  Queen’s  Birthday  Storm.  All  these 
led  to  'what  can  go  wrong  with  a  boat  in 
heavy  weather',  another  large  topic. 

Soooo,  a  'Making  Your  Boat  Ocean 
Passage  Saf(er)'  was  planned  and  held,  once 
again  on  the  Jessies’  boat.  Jim,  a  marine 
surveyor,  gave  us  a  first  hand  tour  of  Nalu 
IV’s  safety  systems,  and  we  all  came  away 
with  checklists.  We  all  felt  a  bit  smarter  and 
safer  for  it. 

One  thing  that  came  out  of  the  meetings 
was  a  weekly  'Who’s  Where  and  What-Do- 
You-Know  Net'  on  SSB.  The  first  two 
attempts  didn’t  work  too  well.  The  first 
because  most  of  us  were  on  4030  and  the 
folks  trying  to  talk  to  us  from  Puerto  Vallarta 
got  overwhelmed  by  the  Caribbean  Net  on 
the  same  channel.  So  we  switched  mid-Net 
to  4024  and  lost  a  whole  bunch  of  boats  in 
the  process.  We  should  have  that 
straightened  out  soon.  v 

So  far  we’ve  identified  12  South  Pacific 
bound  boats  from  our  Z-town  band:  Ankle 
Deep,  Camelot,  Cat’s  Paw  IV,  Duchess, 
Gumbo  Ya-Ya,  Hawkey e,  Love,  Ogigione, 
Sourdough,  Pinniped,  Querida  II,  and 
Trondelag.  During  the  next  month,  most  of 
us  will  be  heading  further  north  before 
leaving  for  the  South  Pacific  in  March. 

—  daniele  1 1 10 196 

Daniele  —  What  a  great  thing  for  the 
Jessies  to  share  their  wealth  of  cruising  — 
and  racing  and  marine  surveying  — 
experience.  By  the  way,  the  Wanderer  plans 
to  be  in  Puerto  Vallarta  in  mid-February  to 
try  to  meet  as  many  South  Pacific  and 
Panama  bound  folks  as  possible. 

Barbara  Ann  —  Islander  32 

Norm  &  Barbara  Owens 

Panama  Bound 

(Healdsburg  /  Vallejo) 

We  just  got  the  January  issue  here  in 
Zihautanejo  and  learned  of  your  interest  in 


John  of  'Frolic?,  # 142  in  the  Class  of  93-'94, 
writes,  “Thanks  for  being  the  primary  reason  I'm 
in  this  situation.  As  you  can  see,  it  was  a  White 
Christmas We  do  it  all  for  you,  girls. 

boats  bound  from  Puerto  Vallarta  to  the 
South  Pacific.  Well,  we  thought  you  might  be 
interested  in  Panama-bound  boats,  too. 

We’ve  already  started  weekly  get 
togethers  here  in  Z-town  at  Noemes,  which  is 
close  to  the  dinghy  landing  and  serves 
breakfast  for  10  pesos.  Currently  we  have  26 
boats  on  our  Panama-bound  list.  And 
according  to  Bernie,  who  runs  the 
Southbound  Net  —  4060  USB  0230Z  — 
from  onboard  Quest,  there  are  a  number  of 
other  Panama-bound  boats  that  will  be 
passing  through.  > 

Here’s  the  list  of  boats  so  far: 

Just  Imagine  —  Edwin  &  Ruby  Root 
Wildwind  —  Charles  and  Claire  Randall 

t  _ 

Silver  Passage  —  Barney  Hall  &  Beth 
Poison 

White  Eagle  —  Marshall  &  Dee  Saunders 
Sly  Dog  —  Mike  &  Julie  Gearey 
Barbara  Ann  —  Norm  &  Barbara  Owens 
Vixen  —  Scott  &  June  Squires  and 
Lynsey  Evans 

Pipe  Dream  —  Ben  and  Jim  Doolittle 
Pussyfoot  II  —  Bill  Quent  &  Dorris 
Dovorak 

Charisma —  Vic,  Nancy,  and  Kyle 
Jewhurst 

Sirius  —  Steve  &  Juanita  Jones 
Riff  Raff  -  Paul  &  Carole  McCuistion 
Blue  Snail  —  Frank  Stoces  &  Dana 
Sharmon 

Moremesa  —  Dave  Smith  &  Sharon 
Baasch 

Love  —  Forrest  &  Blackie  Johnson 


v' 

' 


Windress  —  Rick  &  Sally  Stratton 
Sandgate  Buoy  —  Ron  &  Cynthia  Colby 
Malabar  XII  —  Dave  &  Birgitta  Costa 
Landfall  —  Charlie  Warner 
Big  Foot  —  Harry  Gorman 
Tropic  Tramp  —  Roger  &  Debbie  Brown 
Talaria  —  Ron  and  Laurel  Snetsinger 
Constellation —Tom,  Germaine,  and  Ian 
Krase 

Tumbleweed  —  Jim  &  Kathy  Watzon 
Rumplesteelskin  —  Daryl  &  Marlene 
Carriere 

Most  of  the  boats  are  planning  to  leave 
for  Panama  sometime  between  January  and 
March. 

We  want  to  thank  Latitude  for  the  super 
support  you  provide  cruisers,  and  for  always 
bringing  us  great  information  on  other 
cruisers  ’out  there'.  By  the  way,  many  of  us 
cruisers  have  Ham  radios,  computers  and 
Terminal  Node  Controllers.  Although  I 
haven’t  met  anyone  successfully  sending 
mail/files  on  a  regular  basis,  I  know  it’s 
possible.  How  about  an  article  on  the 
subject? 

—  norm  &  barbara  1 196 

Norm  &  Barbara  —  You  folks  have  some 
great  adventures  awaiting  you;  we’re  jealous. 
But  whatever  you  do,  leave  plenty  of  time  for 
Panama  itself,  a  really  fascinating  place. 

Cruise  Notes: 

There  are  many  aspects  of  the  cruising  life 
—  and  not  all  of  them  appeal  to  everyone. 

"My  partner  Barney  Brown  and  I  left  on 
the  start  of  a  circumnavigation  aboard  our 
Union  36  Dark  Star  in  October  of  '94," 
Antonia  Albano  tells  us,  "but  when  I  got  to 
Ensenada,  I  cried  for  three  days.  And  when 
I  got  to  La  Paz,  I  cried  for  another  two  days. 
These  cities  are  busy,  crowded,  and  not  very 
attractive.  Then  we  sailed  out  to  Isla  Espiritu 
Santo  and  everything  changed.  The  endless 
solitude,  the  natural  beauty  —  I  couldn’t 
help  but  fall  in  love  with  cruising." 

Although  we  at  Latitude  warn  that 
cruising  in  the  Sea  of  Cortez  in  the  winter 
isn’t  the  best,  Barney  and  Antonia  did  it 
during  the  coldest  months  and  found  it  very 
much  to  their  liking.  "We  sailed  as  far  north 
as  Santa  Rosalia,"  says  Antonia,  "and  loved 
it.  Sure,  the  water  was  cool,  but  on  the  other 
hand  you  could  take  your  clothes  off  and  lie 
in  the  sun  without  getting  burned." 

Barney  and  Antonia  had  Dark  Star 
hauled  by  Ed  Grossman  in  San  Carlos  in 
June,  and  were  very  pleased  with  the 
operation.  After  putting  the  boat  back  in  the 
water  last  fall,  the  couple  sailed  back  to  La 
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Paz  —  where  Antonia  took  more  of  a  liking 
to  it.  Which  was  a  good  thing  because  they 
had  to  stay  a  few  weeks  while  they  had  the 
head  gasket  replaced  on  their  diesel.  Carlos 
—  who  can  be  contacted  through  Marina  de 
La  Paz  —  gets  their  highest  recommendation 
for  good  work  at  reasonable  prices.  Port  fees 
in  La  Paz?  "We  were  never  charged  any  — 
don’t  know  anyone  who  was,"  says  Antonia. 

"Panacea’s  Great  Adventure,  ’95,"  write 
Nan  and  Bill  Hilsinger  of  San  Francisco, 
"included  Puerto  Vallarta;  a  23-day  sail 
across  the  Pacific  to  Nuka  Hiva  and  then  Oa 
Pou  in  the  Marquesas;  Manihi  and  Rangiroa 
in  the  Tuamotus;  Tahiti,  Moorea,  Huahine, 
Tahaa,  Raiatea,  Bora  Bora  and  Mopelia  in 
the  Society  Islands;  Suvarrow  in  the  Cooks; 
and  American  Samoa.  We  have  travelled 
almost  5,000  miles  across  the  South  Pacific. 
Wow,  only  another  24,000  miles  and  we’ll 
be  back  home! 

"We  and  our  Cal  40  are  spending  the 
hurricane  season  in  Samoa,  refitting  and 
refilling  our  cruising  kitty.  Speaking  of  Idtties, 
Perko  is  still  with  us,  arrogant  as  ever.  Next 
December,  Santa  should  find  us  on  the  east 
coast  of  Australia  and  wandering  around  the 
Great  Barrier  Reef.  Before  then,  our  itinerary 
includes  Tonga,  Fiji,  New  Caledonia, 
Vanuatu,  and  the  Solomon  Islands." 

When  fiberglass  boats  were  introduced  in 
the  late  '50s,  a  lot  of  traditional  sailors  were 
skeptical  —  to  say  the  least.  As  recently  as 
15  years  ago,  Larry  and  Lin  Pardey  told  us 
they  didn’t  believe  Cal  40s  were  safe  cruising 
boats.  As  the  years  have  passed,  however, 
it’s  become  pretty  hard  to  knock  decently- 
built  fiberglass  boats  of  that  era.  Interestingly 
enough,  the  Hilsinger’s  Panacea  isn’t  the 
only  Northern  California  Cal  40  in  the 
process  of  a  circumnavigation.  As  was 
recently  reported,  Hans  Vielhauer  is  going 
around  the  globe  aboard  his  Cal  40 
Chaparral,  and  has  already  passed 
Singapore. 

"I’m  working  here  in  California,  back  to 
the  9  to  5  grind,"  writes  Karen  Tovar  (ex- 
Oyanguren),  who  for  many  years  operated 
the  Cabo  Cruisers  Club.  "My  God,  I  really 
miss  the  boats  and  all  the  great  people.  It 
was  such  a  great  10  years  of  my  life,  and  I 
will  return  some  day."  Karen  can  be  reached 
at  (619)  739-0901,  which  is  a  home  phone 
and  fax. 

What’s  the  deal  with  taking  guns  on 
boats  to  Mexico  —  even  if  only  for  hunting 
purposes?  That’s  the  question  Leif  Anderson 
of  the  Monterey-based  56-ft  Mason-designed 
Mystic  called  to  ask  us.  Mexican  law  says 
you  can  take  hunting  weapons  into  Mexico, 


She  knows  the  ropes!  If  you're  headed  to 
Panama  and  need  to  rent  lines  or  fenders  for  the 
Canal  transit,  this  woman  is  the  one  to  see.  She 
hangs  out  at  the  Balboa  YC  —  but  darned  if  we 
can  remember  her  name. 

but  does  it  work  out  that  way  in  reality  or  is 
the  hassle  too  great?  We  don’t  know  because 
we  don’t  carry  guns  on  our  boat.  Is  there 
anybody  out  there  with  firsthand  experience? 

Actually,  Anderson  won’t  be  in  Mexico 
long,  as  he  and  his  family  —  wife  Kathleen, 
Tiffany,  13,  Shelby,  9,  Cody,  7,  and  Colin,  5 
—  intend  to  reach  New  Zealand  by 
November.  Having  spent  five  yearS 
rebuilding  the  yacht  that  American  Marine 
had  built  in  Hong  Kong  of  old  growth  teak 
back  in  '63,  the  Andersons  have  an  unusual 
itinerary  for  getting  to  Kiwiland:  Mexico, 
Costa  Rica,  Cocos  Island,  the  Galapagos, 
Easter  and  Pitcairn  Islands. 

Getting  to  know  your  ABCs.  "Anyone  able 
to  claw  their  way  up  to  Aruba  against  the 
howling  trades  and  current,  or  who  manages 
to  snag  the  island  as  they  skitter  from  east  to 
west,  please  give  us  a  call,"  write  Tony  and 
Susan  Hoff  of  Aruba.  "Our  house  is  at  the 
east  end  of  the  island,  a  ways  away  from  the 
usual  anchorage  in  front  of  the  hotels.  But 
there’s  nice  holding  ground  here  in  a 
protected  lagoon,  and  much  better 
snorkeling  out  at  the  reef  than  at  the  other 
end  of  the  island.  Cruisers  are  almost 


guaranteed  having  the  anchorage  to 
themselves,  and  there’s  no  blowing  dust. 
We’ve  got  nice  showers  —  there’s  nothing 
but  hot  water  on  Aruba  —  and  we  love  to 
chat.  The  only  drawback  is  that  the  scenery 
is  marred  by  the  nearby  refinery.  Cruisers 
should  give  us  a  call  anyway.  Our  local 
number  is  46960;  international  is  297-8- 
46960." 

Peter  and  Camille  Gannon  cruised 
Mexico  last  winter  and  almost  —  but  not 
quite  —  set  off  across  the  Pacific  aboard 
their  Peterson  44  Sojourner.  Instead  they 
sailed  offshore  back  up  to  San  Diego.  But  as 
of  the  end  of  January,  they’d  taken  off  again 
for  Puerto  Vallarta  and  an  early  March 
departure  across  the  pond  to  French 
Polynesia.  They  plan  to  be  in  New  Zealand 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  at  which  time  they’ll 
fly  home  for  a  rest,  then  decide  which  way  to 
go  from  there. 

"I  flew  to  New  Zealand  to  find  a  boat  to 
sail  to  Tonga  and  Fiji  for  a  few  months," 
writes  Su  Brodsky  in  her  year-end  letter.  "But 
boat-hunting  was  much  harder  than  I 
remembered.  As  I  found  out,  May  wasn’t  the 
best  time  to  find  a  ride.  It  pissed  down  rain 
almost  all  the  time  and  it  was  cold.  The  men 
weren’t  as  gorgeous  as  I’d  imagined,  and 
they  weren’t  particularly  friendly  either.  I’d 
forgotten  how  depressing  walking  the  docks 
'  can  be,  and  it  took  all  of  my  will  power  to 
remember  that  the  daily  rejection  wasn’t 
personal. 

"After  two  weeks,  I  got  a  berth  aboard  a 
43-foot  homebuilt  Dutch  steel  boat.  We 
sailed  straight  to  Vanuatu,  skipping  Tonga 
and  Fiji.  So  much  for  my  plans!  We  cruised 
for  almost  a  month  among  the  various 
islands.  At  Tanna  we  visited  a  'Kustom' 
village,  the  most  primitive  I  was  to  see.  The 
women  were  topless  and  wore  grass  skirts, 
while  the  men  wore  nambas,  which  are  penis 
sheaths  made  from  palm  leaves. 

"Also  while  in  Vanuatu,  I  saw  a  live 
volcano  —  which  was  terrifying.  As  my  guide 
and  I  climbed  the  side  of  the  volcano,  he 
kept  pointing  to  lava  boulders  where  tourists 
had  been  killed.  We  kept  getting  closer  and 
closer  to  the  mouth  of  the  volcano,  which 
erupted  every  12  minutes,  shooting  hot  lava 
300  feet  into  the  air.  Every  few  minutes  my 
guide  would  turn  and  run  for  cover  behind 
large  lava  rocks.  I  followed.  It  was  exciting." 

Brodsky,  who  recently  moved  to  Mill 
Valley  from  Manhattan,  and  who  more 
recently  sailed  the  Atlantic,  proves  there  is 
still  plenty  of  adventure  in  the  world  for  the 
person  willing  to  forgo  television. 

Anyone  who  has  been  to  the  Wanderer’s 
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office  at  Latitude  will  be  shocked  to  hear  that 
it’s  actually  possible  that  he  misplaced  a 
postcard  from  last  June  —  but  that’s  indeed 
what  happened.  Our  apologies  to  the  Jim 
and  Lyn  of  the  Alameda-based  Sanctuary, 
who  wrote  the  following: 

"We  thought  you  might  enjoy  this 
photograph  of  the  famous  wall  at  Horta, 
Faial,  Azores,"  they  write.  "We  were  there  in 
June  '95  after  a  25-day  crossing  from  West 
Palm  Beach.  It’s  been  over  four  years  ago 
that  we  left  San  Francisco  and  headed  this 
way.  Your  know  the  route:  Baja,  mainland 
Mexico,  El  Salvador,  Costa  Rica,  Panama, 
San  Bias,  Cartagena,  Honduras,  Guatemala, 
Rio  Dulce,  Isla  Mujeres.  We  then  worked  in 
Texas  for  awhile  before  taking  the 
IntraCoastal  Waterway  to  Florida.  We’re 
now  in  Ireland  and  loving  it!  Friendly  people, 
nice  anchorages,  fun  pubs  —  and  we’ve  only 
just  begun." 

We  sure  appreciate  that  shot,  Jim  and 
Lyn.  The  paint  must  have  still  been  wet 
when  you  took  it. 

Somebody  should  do  a  study  of  the 
psychodynamics  or  whatever  of  cruising 
friendships.  A  couple  of  weeks  ago  we 
received  the  following  letter  from  Bob  & 


Jim  &  Lyn  of  the  Alameda-based ' Sanctuary1  were 
surprised  to  find  this  mural  on  the  wall  at  Horta 
in  the  Azores.  It  must  have  been  brand  new. 

Ginni  Towle,  formerly  of  Mill  Valley: 

"Last  year  we  sailed  Aztec,  our  Cape 
North  43,  from  Guatemala’s  Rio  Dulce 
through  Belize  (two  months)  to  Mexico,  the 
Dry  Tortugas,  and  Florida.  From  there  we 
did  the  IntraCoastal  Waterway  to  the 
Chesapeake,  the  eastern  and  western  shores 
of  that  bay,  and  the  Potomac  to  Washington, 
D.C.  Then  we  returned  to  Annapolis  where 
we  prepared  Aztec  for  her  cruise  on  the 


Interstate  back  to  the  Bay  Area.  After  10 
years  in  the  Med  and  Caribbean,  we’re  back 
in  the  Bay  Area,  living  aboard  in  Vallejo. 
We’ll  be  in  the  area  for  a  year  or  more, 
doing  repairs,  remodeling,  and  refitting. 
Then  we  might  sail  to  Baja  in  '97." 

Here’s  the  crazy  thing:  The  Wanderer  and 
Wanderette  only  met  the  Towles  once  for 
about  90  minutes;  it  was  aboard  Aztec  in 
English  Harbor,  Antigua,  about  five  years 
ago.  But  if  Bob  or  Ginni  rang  the  Wanderer 
up  and  said  they  needed  help  moving  their 
boat  from  Vallejo  to  Martinez  or  something, 
we’d  immediately  find  time  to  help  them  out. 
But  if  our  next  door  neighbor  came  over 
yelling  that  his  house  was  on  fire,  we’d 
probably  tell  him  we  were  on  deadline  and 
to  bugger  off  and  call  the  fire  department. 
Can  somebody  explain  why  that  is? 

In  closing,  we  offer  the  following  words 
of  wisdom  from  Thorndike  Wilder: 

"The  test  of  an  adventure  is  that  when 
you’re  in  the  middle  of  it,  you  say  to 
yourself:  'Oh,  now  I’ve  got  myself  into  an 
awful  mess;  I  wish  I  were  sitting  quietly  at 
home.'  And  the  sign  that  something  is  wrong 
with  you  is  when  you’re  sitting  quietly  at 
home  wishing  you  were  out  having  lots  of 
adventure." 


Haul  Your  Yacht  in  Paradise! 


New  in  '93! 


New  in  ' 94 ! 


New  in  '94! 


Raiatea  Carenage  will  make  sure  paradise  is  everything  you  expected. 


A  subsidiary  of: 


TheMoonngs* 

The  Best  Sailmg\kations  InTheWxld. 


Call,  write,  or  sail  in  .. .  we’re  here  to  serve  you. 

_ _  \ 

B.P.  165  Uturoa  Raiatea  ~  Polynesie  Franchise 
Tel:  (689)  66  •  22*96  ~  (689)  66*35*93  ~  Fax:  (689)  66*20*94 


Raiatea,  Tahiti 


25-Ton  Capacity  Travel-Lift 
Marine  Railway  Hau>f  mu“  and, 

vessels  up  to  120  tons! 

Expanded  Dry  Storage  Area 


•  Sail  Loft 

•  Shower  &  Laundry 

•  Expert  repair,  mechanical, 
FIG,  wood,  aluminum, 
steel  &  stainless 

•  Refrigeration 

•  Tool  Rentals 

•  Do-it-yourselfers  welcome 

•  Fill  U.S.  gas  cylinders 

•  Materials,  spares 

•  Reasonable  rates 

•  Electricity 

Professional  boatyard  in  the  heart  of  Paradise. 


Large,  fenced,  secure  dry  storage  area. 

Foreign  Flag  vessels  can  remain  in 
our  dry  storage  yard  indefinitely. 
(Vessels  are  now  permitted  to  cruise  French 
Polynesian  waters  for  up 
to  6  months  per  year.) 
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TM 


Constructed  entirely  of  polished  marine  grade 
stainless  steel  for  superior  strength  and  corrosion 
resistance.  Extended  it  serves  as  a  swimming 

ladder  os  well  as  for  dockside  and  dinghy  boarding.  It  folds  twice 
to  become  a  compact  unit  which  secures  to  lifelines  or  stows  in 
the  lazarette.  An  innovative  locking  system  assures  strength 
and  safety.  Many  toe  rail  mountings  available. 

METAL  DESIGN 

INCORPORATED 

296  Taugwonk  Rd.,  Stonington,  CT  06378 
LOCAL  (203)  535-1355 
FAX  (203)  535-1356 

Manufacturers  of  Quality  Custom  Stainless  Steel  Marine  Hardware 


HAWAII 


LONG  TERM  DRY  STORAGE 

gentry’s 

KfXA  MARINA 

HONOKOHAU  HARBOR  156°130"W 

19°40'20"  N 

808-329-7896 

The  friendliest  boatyard  in  Hawaii 


jgg| 

BARNETT  YACHT  INSURANCE 


* 


BiiSip1 


You  shouldn  rt  sail  closer  to  the  wind 
than  your  age  plus  ten  degrees . 


lit 


IK 


Wood  •  Steel  •  Ferro  •  Multihulls 

800/655-9224 


619/226-6702 

■ 

Specialist  in  Mexico  and 
Worldwide  Insurance 


?  V  Mfiji 


Call  for  FREE  Mexico  cruising  guide 


2730  Shelter  Island  Drive 
San  Diego,  California  92106 


CUSTOM  INNERSPRING  MATTRESSES 


I  CUSTOM  COMFORT  YOU  CANFEEU] 

•  Contour  Shapes  •  Angles  •  V-berths 
No  Problem! 

•  Latex  Foam  Rubber  Mattresses 
CUSTOM  FITTED: 

•  Bedspreads  •  Blankets  •  Sheets  •  Mattress  Pads 
Anything  is  possible  -  and  we  ship  anywhere! 

With  a  simple  paper  template,  HANDCRAFT  MATTRESS  CO.  can 

hand-tailor  an  innerspring  mattress  to  fit  ANY  shape  needed. 

-  1 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  OR  TO  CONTACT  A  REPRESENTATIVE  NEAREST  YOU  CALL: 

SO.  CAL.  FACTORY:  1-800-241-7751 
NO.  CAL.  REPRESENTATIVE  415-563-1924 

ifTfTOF  Handcraft 

S3  iMfn 


Mattress  Co. 

^0  1  E.  Alton,  Santa  Ana,  Ca  92705 


f^Like  No  Other  Products... New  For  1996  s 
ISLAND  Q1R.L™  Boat  Care  Products 

•  NEW-  PINK  CLEANSING  LOTION™.  Fume-free,  non-staining  "blush  pink"  formula  is  easy  to  use 
and  fast  acting  even  in  wet  or  cold  conditions.  Now  with  potent  grease-cutting  detergent  action. 
Rejuvenates  oxidized  vinyl  upholstery  and  dinghies,  gummy  fenders  and  cowl  vents,  chalky  gelcoat, 
etc.  Cleans  up  mess  from  grease,  sealers,  paint  and  tape  residue.  Customer  suggested  improve¬ 
ments  -  replaces  original  product. 

•  SEA-GLOW  Cleansing  Lotion  and  Conditioner™.  Introduced  at  the  January  San  Diego  Boat 
Show  and  we  already  have  a  waiting  list  of  customers!  This  new  product  pacifies  and  harnesses  U  V 
light  to  restore  whiteness  of  old  yellowed  lifelines,  fenders  and  cowl  vents.  White  (especially  non- 
skid)  gelcoat  becomes  dazzlingly  white.  Colors  beconje  bright  and  fresh.  Ail  this  in  a  more  powerful 
version  of  the  Cleansing  Lotion  formula.  Conditioner  makes  vinyl  soft  and  shiny. 

•  CRYSTAL  CLEAR  Lotion  and  Conditioner™.  Like  SEA-GLOW  but  without  the  fluorescence  and 
optical  brighteners. 

•  HAWAIIAN  BLUE  MASKING  GEL™.  Masks  areas  previously  difficult  or  impossible  to  tape  off, 
even  concrete  and  non-skid! 

GUARANTEES:  MONEY  BACK  IF  THE  PRODUCTS  FAIL  TO  WORK  AS  DESCRIBED. 

IF  THE  CLEANSING  LOTIONS  DO  NOT  PRODUCE  A  DRAMATIC  IMPROVEMENT  OF 
GUMMY  BLACK  FENDERS  WE  WILL  REPLACE  THEM l 

See  us  on  the  Net  at:  http://www.tenthmuse.com  or  http://www.yacht.4u.com. 

Call  for  info  or  mail  order:  1-800-441 -4425  s 


REPAIRS 

R  E  P  AIRS 

REPAIRS 

HAYNES  SAILS 

A  full  service  sail  loft 

70-U  Woodland  Avenue 
San  Rafael,  CA  94901 

(415)  459-2666 
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CLASSY  CLASSIFIEDS 


Easy  as. 


l.kV/gtnivour  ad.  Here's  your  chance,  tell  us  all 
about  it!  What  category?  Don't  forget  an  area  code  with  phone  #. 
Please,  relay  your  message  clearly  TYPE  IT  if  possible. 

We  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  due  to  illegible  handwriting  or  unclear 
meaning.  Remember,  if  we  don't  get  it,  they  wonl  get  it! 


2.nnnTnithe  words.  A  word  is  a  word  is  a 

word.  C'mon  you  know  what  a  word  is.  (Okay,  a  phone  number  with 
area  code  may  count.as  one  word).  Count  them  as  best  you  can. 
There  is  no  need  to  abbreviate,  we  will  do  so  as  necessary.  We 
may  edit  to  fit  as  needed. 


PERSONAL  ADS 


1-40  Words:  $25 
41-80  Words:  $40 
81-120  Words:  $60 

Personal  Advertising  Only 

Please  no  business/promotional  ads 

Excepl..Non-Profit  or  Help  Wanted  ads 


BUSINESS  ADS 


(3 1/2"  x  5/8"  boxes  at  bottom  of  page) 

$45  for  40  Words  Max. 
All  Promotional  Advertising 
1  Boat  per  Broker 
Camera  ready  art  ok  -  no  photos/reversals 
No  Extra  Bold  type,  not  to  exceed  1 2  pt. 

All  artwork  subject  to  editor  approval. 
(Ads  will  ba  typesqt  by  Latitude  38  to  fit  standard) 


3.Bffi]us  your  ad.  Please  enclose  payment  and 
mail  ittoourP.O.  Box  or  deliver  it  to  our  street  address.  We  will  not 
accept  any  ad  over  the  phone  or  fax.  All  ads  must  be  in  our  office  by 
the  18th  of  the  month  prior  to  publication.  We  cannot  bill  for  classifieds. 
All  ads  must  be  accompanied  by  payment.  Please  include  check  or 
money  order  with  all  requests.  We  cannot  accept  credit  cards. 


Mail  To: 

P.O.  Box  1678,  Sausalito,  CA  94966 
Attn:  Classified  Dept. 

Or  Deliver  To: 

15  Locust,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941 


Remember...  no  ads  accepted  over  the  phone  or  fax. 


For  recorded  directions,  call  383-8200,  then  press  2-1 


Individual  Issue  Orders: 

Current  issue  w/classy  ads  =  $3.00. 
Current  issue  (no  ad)  =  $5.00. 
Back  Issues  =  $7.00. 

To  re-run  an  ad, 

please  include  copy  of  ad  with 
payment  by  the  1 8th  of  the  month. 

Requests  tor  category  location  are  welcome. 
However,  we  make  no  guarantees  as  to  specific 
location,  and  Latitude  38  will  make  final 
determination  on  ad  placement 


DINGHIES,  LIFERAFTS 
AND  ROWBOATS 


SEA  JAY  ELLIOT  LIFE  RAFT.  6-man  canister 
Ocean  Equipped,  $1,500.  John  (707)  745-0181. 

8-FT  AMERICAN  CLASSIC,  1996.  Sailing,  row¬ 
ing  dinghy.  Custom  built,  all  the  options,  solid 
lapstrake  glass  with  lots  of  oiled  teak.  The  ultimate 
classic  tender,  tanbark  gaff  rig.  $3,600  invested, 
asking  $3,000.  Steve  (415)  299-0909. 

16- FT  SHARPIE  WITH  TRAILER.  This  Bolger- 
designed  Windsprint  has  a  balanced  lug  rig  for 
sailing,  and  can  also  be  rowed.  An  excellent  little 
beach  cruiser.  New  bottom  and  new  paint.  Beau¬ 
tiful  wooden  spars.  $1,650  obo.  Call  John  (510) 
713-1517. 

TWO  INFLATABLES  &  TWO  OUTBOARDS  for 

sale!  Achilles  9'  LS-4  inflatable  with  5  hp  Nissan 
outboard.  Very  low  mileage,  outstanding  condi¬ 
tion!  $1 ,550.  Also,  West  Marine  1 1 '  inflatable  with 
9.9  Johnson  outboard.  Mint,  20  hours  total  time! 
$1 ,950.  (415)  964-0747  days  or  evenings. 

SNIPE  FOR  SALE.  2  sets  of  sails,  race  ready. 
Excellent  condition.  Huge  fleet,  lots  of  competi¬ 
tion.  Don’t  miss  out  on  this  deal.  $2,500  or  best 
offer.  Call  Josh  (415)  388-2492. 

DINGHY.  8  ‘  fiberglass,  wood  gunnel,  oars,  two 
wood  seats.  Includes  a  3  hp  Johnson  outboard 
and  gas  tank.  A  bargain  at  $499.  Will  take  first  best 
offer  —  must  sell.  This  is  an  extra  boat.  Richard 
(415)  348-8527. 


HARD  BOTTOM  INFLATABLE.  11’6",  seats, 
steering,  trailer,  custom  25  gallon  fuel  tank,  trail¬ 
ing  wheels,  $2,500.  New  pelta  35,  new  Fortress 
37  anchors,  $250  each.  0.5  oz  spinnaker  in  bag, 
$200.  Two  ICOM  Mil  handheld  VHF  radio  with 
leather  carrying  bag,  $200  each;  spare  battery, 
$50.  Achilles  8'6"  dinghy  with  4  hp  Suzuki  motor, 
$500.  New  Power  Survivor-06’  hand  operated 
watermaker  in  original  box,  $350.  Two  220v  Her¬ 
metic  refrigeration  compressors  in  good  working 
condition,  air  cooled,  $100;  water  cooled,  $300. 
Ping  Pong  table,  excellent  condition,  $100.  Two 
Motorola  cellular  car  phones,  $1 00  each.  Cannon 
Bubble  Jet  printer,  $200.  New  space  heater  in 
original  box,  $25.  Electric  Weed  Eater,  $25.  Two 
plastic  saw  horses,  $20.  (51 0)  522-5306. 

19- FT  COAST  GUARD  STYLE,  HARD  BOTTOM 

dinghy.  Good  project  boat,  tubes  need  repairs,  no 
motor  but  rated  at  120  hp,  fiberglass  in  gdod 
shape,  $500.  (408)  425-4568. 

AVON  REDCREST  INFLATABLE.  Newly 
retaped.  A  little  ragged,  but  it  gets  me  around  just 
fine.  $300  obo.  Don  (408)  663-0208,  N  msg. 

''LASERS,  1981.  2  available.  Complete  and  in 
good  condition.  $700.  Call  Rich  (415)  363-1390. 

ROWING  SHELL.  Small  craft  single  with  carbon 
fiber  oars.  Excellent  condition.  $800.  Call  Rich  at 
(415)363-1390. 


24  FEET  &  UNDER 


23- FT  O’DAY  TEMPEST  by  Phil  Rhodes.  1965 
Plastic  Classic,  lots  of  mahogany.  Stiff  Bay  boat, 
recent  paint  on  hull  and  bottom.  On  its  trailer. 
$2,500  firm.  (209)  732-2157. 

FARR  24. 17  bags  sails,  new  paint  job,  looking  for 
new  home.  Asking  $6,700  or  interesting  trade: 
truck,  boat,  airplane,  whatever.  (510)  865-4109. 

22-FT  S-2, 1978.  Rigged  for  single-handed  sail¬ 
ing,  good  condition,  freshly  painted  bottom,  ’94 
Nissan  5  hp  long  shaft  motor,  trailer  and  5  sails. 
Needs  new  home.  $3,500  obo.  (510)  524-4331 
leave  message. 

SANTANA  22,  1972.  Dry  sailed,  race  rigged, 
faired  bottom,  new  rudder,  compass,  knotmeter.  6 
hp  Evinrude,  many  sails.  You  must  see  this  one! 
Boat  $3,400,  trailer  $1,400  obo.  W  (510)  236- 
1933  or  H  (707)  864-6339. 

CATALINA  22, 1977.  Well  maintained.  New  o/b, 
2jibs,  1  mainw2reefing  points, newrudder.  Great 
first  boat.  $2,950.  (415)  343-8206. 

SANTANA  22,  RIFFRAFF.  Join  the  fun  and  race 
in  the  largest  ODCA  sleet.  Where  else  can  you 
find  15-20  competitive  boats  on  the  line?  this  is 
your  chance  to  buy  a  3-time  class  champion  that’s 
ready  to  go  again.  The  boat  is  in  excellent  condi¬ 
tion  with  faired  keel,  rudder  and  hull.  Many  custom 
features.  Erik  (510)  525-9024  for  details. 


24- FT  FIBERGLASS.  Full  keel,  3’  draft,  sleeps 
four,  VHF  radio,  depthsounder,  phone  hook  up,  6 
winches,  spinnaker  gear,  tiller  autopilot,  Danforth 
and  plow  anchors,  Evinrude  7.5  outboard.  1 
mainsail,  2  genoas,  1  working  jib,  2  storm  jibs 
(new),  1  spinnaker.  $2,400  obo.  (415)  453-4091. 

MELGES  24, 1994,  #133.  Loaded  with  all  the 
good  stuff  and  super  clean.  Turn  key  operation  on 
boat  with  top  winning  record.  $35,000.  Tom  (310) 
454-4455. 

CATALINA  22, 1987.  Two  axle  trailer,  5  hp  US 
Tohatsu  o/b.  110, 150,  and  single  reef  mainsail. 
Cockpit  cushions,  curtains,  Pop  Top  enclosure, 
Porta  Potti,  VHF,  DS/KM,  compass,  Loran,  extra 
winches.  $7,900.  Call  (916)  272-6105  for  list  of 
extras. 

COLUMBIA  22.  Good  condition.  Sail  cover,  cush¬ 
ions,  bow  pulpit,  outboard  motor,  bottom  paint  3/ 
95.  Located  at  Richmond  Marina.  $2,500  or  best 
offer.  (510)  537-9693. 

MOORE  24SC,  #155.  Last  one  built  Limited  use 
since  commissioned  in  1990.  Set  up  for  racing 
with  four  headsaiis,  two  spinnakers  and  main. 
Loaded  with  extras.  Sailcomp,  GPS,  solar  charger, 
Raytheon  depth,  knot  and  log,  new  Nissan  out¬ 
board.  Better  than  new.  Always  stored  on  trailer, 
under  cover  and  ready  for  offshore  or  one  design. 
$17,000  firm.  (408)  867-2425  eves. 

SANTANA  22, 1967.  DeWitt  main,  2  jibs,  spin,  6.5 
o/b,  rigged  for  singlehanding.  All  upgrades.  Re¬ 
cent  survey.  Great  condition.  Strong,  safe  Bay 
cruiser/racer.  Moving  up.  $3, 1 00.  (707)  447-3368. 


YACHT  DELIVERY 

—  Power  &  Sail  — 

Experienced  •  Licensed  •  References 

Bill  Carber*  415-332-7609 

4  KENT  PARKER  w  A 

^  MV  Marine  Surveyor  ^^nIaT 

illlpy  •  CONDITION  SURVEYS  •  TRIP  SURVEYS  •  s  F’ 

•  MAST  RIGGING  SURVEYS  • 

^  ~r  415-457-5312  PAGER  415-491-3643  ▼ 

BOAT  LETTERING 

A  Beautiful,  long  lasting  &  reasonably  priced. 

Ca//  for  our  convenient  order  form. 

Signs  •  Graphics  0)  848-8202 

LEATHER!! 

We  stock  leather  for  All  Boating  Needs 

Call  for  information:  (415)  382-0700 

Stevenson-Paxton  Sales,  12-E  Pamaron  Way,  Ignacio  (Bel  Marin  Ind.  Park) 

M-F,  9-5 

"THE  WINCH  OR  THE  WHOLE  DAMN  BOAT" 

CROWN  PACIFIC 

International  Freight  Forwarder 

Tel:  800-345-1717 

Fax:510-895-1550 

J#  C  alifornia  ( <special>\ 

IStT  Quality  &  Convenience  B0HT  seruice  UBottom  Cleaning* 

m  (511)636-415*  V  11  /ft  J 
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23-FT  VENTURE  with  trailer  and  6'  dinghy.  9.9 
Suzuki  o/b,  3  sails,  Pop  Top  w /  enclosure,  sleeps 
4,  Porta  Potti,  miscellaneous  extras.  Call  John  at 
(707)  865-0745  or  (707)  874-3711.  $2,900  obo. 

18-FT  CAPRI,  1988.  Excellent  condition.  Expand 
your  sailing  from  San  Juans  to  Baja!  Main,  jib, 
genoa  (w / covers),  whisker  pole,  traveler,  4  hp2yr 
old,  extendable  length  trailer  just  repainted,  hoist 
launch  set  up  too.  Cooler,  Porta  Potti,  anchors,  all 
lights,  cig  lighter  adapter,  sleeps  2  together  or 
separate.  2'  fixed  draft  fin  keel,  mast  raised  solo. 
Pretty  wood  upgrades,  w /  covers.  Dry  sailed.  At 
Brickyard  Cove,  Pt.  Richmond.  $5,500.  Also  1 978 
Ford  F100  truck,  good  condition,  air,  nice  stereo, 
$2,500.  (510)  798-3067. 

PACIFIC  SEACRAFT  DANA,  1990.  Cutter  with 
detachable  inner  stay,  gennaker  with  sock,  lines 
led  aft,  VHF,  wind,  depth,  knot  log,  CD,  LPG  stove/ 
oven,  pressure  water,  full  boat  cover,  Yanmar 
diesel,  varnished,  epoxy  bottom,  trailer.  Excellent 
condition.  $65,000  firm.  (510)  795-2242. 

SANTANA  22, 1976.  In  racing  trim  with  two  sets 
sails  plus  spinnaker  and  all  lines  led  to  cockpit.  6 
hp  Johnson  recently  overhauled.  New  bottom 
paint  6/95.  Berthed  Paradise  Cay,  Tiburon.  Excel¬ 
lent  condition  throughout  $3,500  obo.  Call  Charles, 

W  (415)  380-3990  or  H  (415)  456-6097. 

CLASSIC  POCKET  CRUISER,  MORGAN  24, 

1967.  Built  by  Charlie  Morgan.  LPU,  custom  inte¬ 
rior,  dodger,  8  hp  Nissan,  lots  of  sails,  must  see.  ' 
Owner  out  of  state.  Price  negotiable,  open  for 
proper  adoption.  (510)  649-9164. 

SANTANA  22, 1976.  (Late  model!  A  great  first 
Bay  boat.)  Upgraded  standing  rigging,  Pineapple 
sails,  knotmeter,  4  Lewmar  winches,  Honda  5  hp 
o/b,  portahead.  Good  condition.  Asking  $3,500. 
Lee  (41 5)  627-5897  days  or  (51 0)  829-0619  eves. 

RANGER  23, 1974.  Gary  Mull  design.  Great  Bay 
boat.  New  standing  rigging  1993,  all  lines  lead  to 
cockpit.  Spinnaker,  drifter,  150, 125, 110,  storm 
jib,  main,  6  hp  Evinrude,  2  Gemini  compasses, 
new  electrical  system  1995,  gel  battery,  VHF. 
$4,750.  (415)  321-7579. 

WESCOMIR  20.  Keel,  fiberglass,  cabin,  good 
sails,  new  lines,  7.5  o/b,  night  lights,  new  gel 
battery,  high  quality  equipment.  Ready  to  sail. 
Must  sell  —  new  boat  coming.  $1,199  obo.  (51 0) 
614-6661. 

CAPRI  22.  Great  racing  record,  comfortable 
cruiser.  Kodachrome  has  fin  keel,  6  bags,  spinna¬ 
ker  gear.  VHF,  B&G  KM/DS/log/temp.  5  hp  Honda, 
trailer.  Easy  single/double  hander.  She's  fast  and 
she's  fun.  $7,400  obo.  (916)  7314450. 

ISLANDER  BAHAMA  24.  Full  keel,  sturdy.  In 
great  shapeandweli  equipped.  Good  sailing  boat, 
handles  well.  Good  interior,  2  jibs,  spinnaker, 
Nissan  outboard,  VHF,  DS,  KM,  Micron  bottom 
paint,  all  lines  led  aft,  new  railing.  $3,500.  (415) 
873-3617. 


TWO  BOATS  FOR  THE  PRICE  OF  ONE!  Ranger 
20, 4  sails,  dodger  -  and  -  O’Day  22,  furling  jib,  6 
hp  Evinrude  o/b.  Both  great  boats.  $1 ,500  for  both 
or  $900  each.  (415)892-1369. 

CATA  LIN  A  22, 1 981 .  Swing  keel ,  Pop  Top/  cover, 
pullout  galley,  lights,  DS,  KM,  VHF,  pulpits,  life¬ 
lines,  5  hp,  2  anchors,  good  sails,  ladder,  trailer 
with  brakes,  bucket  head.  Everything  you  need.  A 
great  turn  key  boat.  $5,000.  (415)  728-5445. 

CATALINA  22, 1973.  Swing  keel,  trailer,  7.5  hp 
long-shaft  Johnson,  PopTop,  galley,  dinette,  cush¬ 
ions,  Porta  Potti,  2  jibs,  main,  spinnaker,  radio, 
anchor,  life  vests,  compass,  fire  ext,  '96  tags, 
VGC.  Drive  away,  sail  away.  $2,600.  Call  (510) 
256-9767. 

17-FT  MOLLY  CATBOAT,  1985.  Traditional  gaff- 
rigged  fiberglass  catboat  built  in  SF  for  Bay  and 
Delta  sailing.  Described  as  “Small  Yacht”  by  the 
Small  Boat  Journal.  Yanmar  diesel  inboard,  full 
cover,  teak  trim,  bronze  ports,  cedar  lined  cabin, 
2  berths,  2’2"  draft,  4'  centerboard,  trailerable. 
Hauled,  new  bottom  paint/service  1/96.  Excep¬ 
tional  quality.  $24,000  new.  Asking  $9,750.  David 
(415)331-1027. 

23-FT  SANTANA,  1983.  Sink,  Porta  Potti,  VHF, 
AM/FM  cassette  stereo  and  gel  battery.  Shore 
power  and  Nissan  5hp.  E-Z  Loader  tandem  axle 
trailer.  Very  good  condition.  Asking  $7,000  obo. 
(916)  723-7735. 

SANTANA  22, 1971.  Classic  Bay  boat,  heavy 
wind  no  problema.  New  bottom  paint  9/95.  De¬ 
pendable  6  hp  Johnson  outboard.  Main,  class 
lapper,  full  custom  boat  cover,  anchor.  Rigged  for 
single-handed  sailing.  Sausalito  berth.  We  love 
her  but  bought  bigger  boat.  (415)  221-6467. 

21 -FT  6"  TREASURE  ISLAND  SLOOP.  Great 
sound,  sleek  Bay  boat.  Built  1955.  Excellent  con¬ 
dition.  Mahogany,  mahogany  ply,  spruce  mast, 
new  Johnson  4  hp  long  shaft  outboard,  new  main 
and  jib  and  spare  set.  Prime  Sausalito  berth. 
$1,900.  (415)  332-3987. 

SANTANA  22, 1966,  HULL  #31. 6  hp  Evinrude,  2 
tanks,  110,  150  &  170  +  spinnaker.  Lifelines, 
cocKpit  cushions,  marine  head,  stainless  keel 
bolts,  new  bottom  6/95.  Good  condition.  $2,200 
obo  (or  trade  for  Laser,  dinghy  or  inflatable  with 
motor).  Dave  (415)  737-5646  or  (510)  735-6407. 

2  J-24s  FOR  SALE  1 979  with  main  and  jib.  New 
halyards,  new  running  rigging,  new  winches,  last 
hauled  Sept  '95, 4.5  hp  outboard.  Good  condition, 
$4,500. 1980  with  main  and  jib,  no  motor,  good 
condition,  just  hauled  and  bottom  painted,  mast 
re-painted,  new  halyards  and  trailer,  $5,000.  Call 
Rich  (415)  363-1390. 

Give  us  a  Break! 

TYRE  4 Kk 

your  ad  if 

possible.  *  J  \  j 


25  TO  28  FEET 


CAL  28.  Volvo  diesel,  9  sails,  spinnaker,  GPS, 
autopilot,  ham,  Danforth,  spare  parts,  full  galley! 
head,  roller  furling,  dodger,  inflatable,  dinghie  & 
more.  Excellently  maintained  cruiser,  new  paint. 
In  Mexico  ready  to  sail  the  Sea  $9,000.  Call  (800) 
391-3585. 

NAUTICA  26, 1960.  Cutter  rig  sloop,  cold-molded 
mahogany,  2  mains,  staysail,  2  jibs,  good  Honda 
7.5  outboard,  VHF,  anchor,  radio,  large  V-berth 
(lived  on  it  for  two  years),  head,  wired  for  1 2  volt. 
Pier  39.  $1,700  obo.  Tim  (415)  931-3546. 

EXCALIBUR  26, 1966.  Fixed  keel  sloop.  Great 
Bay  boat.  Self  tacking  jib  and  1 50  jib.  Sleeps  up  to 
six.  Located  at  Loch  Lomond  Marina.  $1,200 
(707)  576-1058. 

COLUMBIA  28.  New  standing  rigging,  2  yr  old 
Honda  9.9  o/b  in  well,  new  speedlog,  DS,  VHF, 
Autohelm.  LP  hull,  forest  green.  Propane  stove. 
Well  maintained  with  many  extras.  Reefed  main  & 
1 10  &  150  jibs.  $7,900.  Call  Mike  (707)  5754)746 
or  (707)  523-4373. 

CATALINA  25,  1980.  Fixed  keel,  Pop  Top, 
Evinrude  new  3/94  9.9  hp  o/b  long  shaft  electric 
start.  Battery  charger,  VHF,  knotmeter, 
depthfmder,  stove  and  potty,  two  anchors,  new 
sail  covers,  new  gel/paint  7/94.  Ready  to  sail. 
$7,450.  (510)  841-5944. 

ERICSON  27, 1974.  Two  boat  owner,  must  sell, 
exc.  cond.,  6  sails,  Harken  furling,  Loran,  DS,  KM, 
Autohelm,  VHF,  Atomic  4,  '93  survey.  New  batter¬ 
ies,  rigged  for  single  handing,  located  at  Coyote. 
$11,900  obo.  Call  Mark,  H  (415)  324-2010;  W 
(408)  973-7865. 

26-FT  THliNDERBIRD  SLOOP.  Give  yourself  a 
winter  project  finishing  this  Thunderbird  which  is 
almost  complete.  It  may  be  seen  at  Svendsen's 
Boat  Yard,  1851  Clement  Avenue,  Alameda,  Ca¬ 
lif.  For  more  information  call  (510)  522-2886. 

ERICSON  27.  Diesel  engine,  stove,  refrigerator, 
toilet,  120  or  12  volt  system,  VHF  radio,  depth, 
temperature,  fish  finder  and  sails  bought  new. 
Boat  must  sell,  everything  works,  good  solid  boat. 
$7,900.  Jesse  (408)  688-3674.  , 

MacGREGOR  26,  “CUSTOM  1994”.  9.9  hp  with 
electric  starter.  Pop  Top.  VHF.  2  burner.  All  teak 
interior.  Original  trailer.  Brand  new,  only  4  times 
used!  Immaculate.  Fully  loaded.  1  1/2  year  old. 
Now  $1 3,500  (firm).  Save  $8,000  on  new  boat.  At 
MacGregor  dealer.  Call  456-2644  or  eves  (707) 
763-7950. 

MacGREGOR  26, 1989.  Gas  House  Cove,  SF 
Marina.  9  hp  Evinrude,  extra  sails,  ship  to  shore 
radio,  AM/FM  cassette,  head,  sink,  tools,  sail 
cover,  rigged  for  SF  Bay.  Loaded.  $6,500.  Call 
Peter,  w  (415)  752-4031;  h  (415)  661-4120. 


WESTERLY  25.  Great  Bay  and  Delta  cruiser. 
Twin  keels  draw  just  30  inches!  Loaded  with 
extras.  New  AC/DC,  charger,  CD  player.  Gener¬ 
ous  standing  room,  galley,  head.  New  teak  seats, 
spreader  and  windex.  9.9  hp  Mercury  outboard. 
$5,000.  (209)  636-2060. 

ERICSON  27, 1 972.  Well  maintained  with  beauti¬ 
ful  teak  interior.  Atomic  4,  all  lines  led  aft.  Combi¬ 
nation  alcohol/electric  range.  Refrigeration.  DS, 
KM,  WP,  Loran,  RDF.  3  headsails,  triple  reefed 
main.  Many  upgrades.  $10,500  obo.  Call  (415) 
331-7907. 

CATALINA  27, 1977.  Good  condition.  Atomic  4 
inboard  engine,  self-furling  jib,  shore  power,  hold¬ 
ing  tank,  2  batteries,  depth/fish  finder.  Berthed  at 
Richmond  Marina,  E-dock.  $8,000.  Michael  (510) 
787-2690  or  (415)  358-9600,  ext.  272. 

PEARSON  26, 1973.  Excellent  condition,  sleeps 
5,  galley,  head,  many  extras,  9.9  hp  Johnson  o/b. 
Solid  Bay  sailor.  $5,000  obo.  Charles  (408)  996- 
1 100  days  or  (408)  253-3461  eves. 

SANTA  CRUZ  27, 1977.  Fast  is  fun.  Hull  #  64. 
Trailer,  outboard,  Loran,  knotmeter,  depthsounder, 
handheld  VHF.  Lots  of  upgrades  and  other  gear. 
Have  fun  this  summer  with  a  great  boat.  Relocat¬ 
ing  and  must  sell.  $9,000  obo.  (510)  638-2144. 

OLSON  25.  Excellent  condition.  Pineapple  racing 
sails,  brand  new  spinnaker.  Play  sails  also.  Out¬ 
board  included.  $13,900.  (209)  523-2101. 

SANTANA  27.  Sleeps  6,  galley,  40  hrs  on  Johnson 
1 5  hp  outboard  engine,  2  yr  old  main,  new  bottom 
paint  4/95,  well  maintained.  Great  Bay  or  coastal 
cruiser.  MUST  SELL!  $4,995.  (916)  791-2371. 

CATALINA  27, 1975.  Excellent  condition  rebuilt 
Atomic  4  (less  than  40  hours),  Loran,  VHF,  main 
with  reefs,  class  jib,  1 50%  genoa,  storm  jib,  recent 
West  System  barrier  coating  (documented).  Sur¬ 
veyed  10/95.  $7,500.  (415)  331-8982. 

RANGER  26  SLOOP,  1969.  Clean,  fast,  rugged 
Bay  sailer/coastal  cruiser.  Storm,  90  and  1 30  jibs. 
Autohelm  1000,  knottog,  compass,  VHF,  water 
system,  7.5  hp  Merc.  Rigging,  1990,  jiffy  reef, 
single  handing.  Head,  ladder,  2  anchors,  stove. 
Sleeps  four.  $4,300.  (408)  5782067. 

ERICSON  27,  1977.  Many  sails.  New  running 
rigging,  thru-hulls.  Atomic  4,  low  hours.  Recently 
re-done  interior  sleeps  5.  Enclosed,  re-built,  odor- 
free  head.  VHF,  DS  WS,  WD,  stereo.  Excellent 
condition.  Purchase  of  bigger  boat  forces  sale. 
Let’s  deal!  $12,000.  (916)  683-3483. 

CAL  25, 1965.  Excellent  Bay  boat.  Includes  2  jibs, 
1  spinnaker  andl  main  sail  inventory.  6  hp  Evinrude 
-  runs  great!.  Propane  stove,  sink  and  12  volt 
system.  Dark  blue  topsides,  white  and  gray  deck, 
some  new  interior  varnish  and  paint.  $2,800  obo. 
Also  1990  Mercury  9.9  shortshaft  outboard,  low 
hours,  $750,  Avon  inflatable.  (510)  865-0716  eves. 


Private  SAILING  INSTRUCTION 

You,  your  family  or  companions.  Your  boat  or  My  boat/s. 

Retired  U.S.C.G.  licensed  Commercial  Skipper,  Sailing  Master  & 
Director  of  Instruction  seeks  students  who  intend  to  become  expert. 

Basic  thru  Offshore.  ASA,  USSA  optional.  Cal  DeYoung  (510)  522-7403 

JACK  MACKINNON 

ACCREDITED  MARINE'SURVEYOR 

MARINE  SURVEYOR,  APPRAISER  (510)  276-4351 

YOU  COULD  CIVF.  A  BOX  OF  ClIOCOLATF.  S  OR  YOU  COULD  ... 

WjI£m  GIVE  CHIP  A  WANE  UP  CALL  ! 

WSm  2  NIGHTS  OF  COZY  COMFORT  IN  THE  TREES  AT  CLEAR  LAKE 

HOT  TUB.  PELLET  STOVES  ,  FLANNEL  SHEETS,  NO  PHONES! 

JmmzL,  BELL  HAVEN  RESORT  :  707-279-4329 

21  -„A  MENDOCENO  SETTING  ON  THE  SHORES  OF  CLEAR  LAKE" 

Fred  Andersen  Boat  &  Woodworks 

Repair, 

Restoration  & 
New  Construction 
(510)522-2705 

WORLDWIDE  DIESEL  POWER 

Volvo  &  Perkins  engines  10  to  85  hp 

Rebuilt,  guaranteed,  ready  to  ship.  Our  rebuilt  parts  and  engines  represent  great  value. 

Cash  paid  for  your  dead  iron  —  basket  cases  welcome, 
phone:  (707)  987-3971  •  fax:  (707)  987-9785 

YACHT  DELIVERIES 

Capt.  Yves  Goiset  &  Howard  Rose 

Licensed  Masters,  Power  /  Sail  •  ASA  Certified  Instructor 

Yacht  Deliveries  /  Charters  /  Instruction 
(310)318-5696  •  (714)998-3375 
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PEARSON  26,  1973.  solid  Bay  sailor,  9.9  o/b, 
Autohelm,  Mast  Mate,  Origo  stove,  Magna  grill 
and  extras.  Transfer  forces  sale.  $6,000  obo. 
(510)  485-9888. 

CAL  25.  Very  good  condition,  5  sails  (including 
spinnaker),  rigged  for  racing,  outboard,  new  cush¬ 
ions,  bottom  paint  11/94,  Porta  Potti,  new  battery, 
great  Bay  boat!  $4,200  obo.  Call  Patrick  (510) 
980-0627. 

COLUMBIA  26.  T op  condition.  Roller  furling,  new 
head  sail,  9.9  Johnson  w/ cockpit  controls,  dodger, 
autopilot,  cockpit  curtains,  VH  F,  digital  depth  finder, 
holding  tank  2  anchors,  more.  This  boat  is  clean, 
roomy  and  has  custom  brass  portholes.  Asking 
$6,500.  (707)  552-2737. 

25-FT  ONE  DESIGN  PACIFIC  CLIPPER.  Cheoy 
Lee,  Hong  Kong,  1960.  Racing/cruising  sloop, 
excellent  for  SF  Bay  sailing.  Good  condition. 
$6,000.  For  more  info  call  (415)  388-1844. 

ISLANDER  28, 1984.  Excellent  condition.  New 
bottom  paint.  2  new  batteries.  Yanmar  diesel 
inboard.  Roller  furling,  depthsounder,  marine  ra¬ 
dio  and  more.  One  owner.  In  San  Francisco,  Pier 
40.  $20,000  obo.  (415)  2854701. 

27-FT  WOOD  SWEDISH  SLOOP,  1968. 

Thorsgren  designed.  Strip  planked, mahogany.  3- 
year-old  Yanmar  one  cylinder  diesel.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  no  mast.  Mast  destroyed  in  December 
storm.  Sacrifice,  all  offers  will  be  considered. 
(510)  235-6679. 

NEWPORT  27S,  1^77.  Very  good  condition. 
Rigged  to  do  everything  from  cockpit:  raising, 
dropping,  reefing  sails.  Last  two  surveys  and 
haulout  work  orders  available,  including  rigging 
rework.  LPU  hull  paint,  knotmeter,  depthfinder, 
VHF,  Atomic  Four  engine.  Asking  $13,500.  (415) 
435-2622. 

ERICSON  27,  1972.  Great  Bay  boat,  6  sails. 
Alameda  Marina  berth.  Inboard  Atomic  4,  new 
upholstery,  extensive  equipment  list,  $9,495.  Call 
John  at  (209)  586-3222. 

CATALINA  27,  1971.  Just  hauled,  no  blisters, 
good  sailing  condition.  Dinette,  new  cushions, 
sleeps  five.  110  hot  water,  refrigerator,  radio. 
Sink,  head,  holding  tank.  Marine  radio,  DS,  com¬ 
pass.  Two  sails.  Johnson  o/b,  starter,  generator, 
two  gas  tanks.  $6,000.  John  (415)  854-2121. 

CHRYSLER  26.  A  Herreshoff-designed  sloop. 
Loaded:  dodger,  autopilot,  GPS,  marine  head, 
radar  arch,  10  hp  Chrysler,  easy  load  trailer. 
$10,000.(916)531-2332. 

MILLER  28,  heavy  fiberglass,  offshore  veteran, 
roller  furler,  spacious  teak  interior,  $9,500  obo. 
Haida  26,  offshore  proven,  diesel,  new  sails,  rig¬ 
ging,  interior,  standing  headroom,  trailer,  $1 1 ,950. 
Best  offers  on  little  used  Monitor  windvane, 
LectraSan,  Espar  D-3  furnace  and  Avon  inflat¬ 
able.  (415)  331-7576. 


PEARSON  TRITON.  28'6".  Tough  Bay  boat.  Clas¬ 
sic  lines.  Finish  my  project  and  save.  Bottom  and 
rudder  done.  Working  sails,  spinnaker,  Atomic  4. 
$4,800  obo.  (209)  736-0923.  (Call  before  Febru¬ 
ary  12  or  after  February  25.) 

27-FT  PEARSON  RENEGADE,  1967.  East  coast 
built,  #52.  Two  mains,  jib,  genoa,  halyards  to 
cockpit,  whisker  pole,  spinnaker  and  pole, 
Autohelm,  VHF,  knot,  depth,  big  CQR,  medium 
and  small  Danforth,  9.5  Evinrude,  two  batteries, 
solar  panel,  large  water  tank,  Optimus  two  burner. 
Needs  some  cosmetics.  $4,500.  Nigel,  work  (707) 
778- 1 974  or  preferably  just  before  or  after  at  (707) 
769-9187. 

COLUMBIA  26  MKII,  with  30'  SF  Marina  slip, 
furling  jib,  8  hp  Nissan  outboard,  depthsounder, 
compass,  Porta  Potti,  alcohol  stove.  $5,500,  make 
offer,  dirty  but  solid,  2nd  boat.  Bob  (415)  567- 
5718;  (415)  673-1287;  BOG72434@aol.com. 

CAL  27,  1974.  Must  sell  -  bought  larger  boat. 
She's  a  very  nice  boat.  Great  for  Bay  or  Delta.  Has 
2  mains,  full  jib  &  150  genoa,  spinnaker,  KM,  DS, 
VHF,  compass  and  '87  25  hp  Merc.  $7,500.  (209) 
956-2181. 


29  TO  31  FEET 


30- FT  WOODEN  KETCH,  Toloa.  Built  1954.  Ce¬ 
dar  on  oak,  diesel,  Aries,  Autohelm/pilot,  radar, 
elec  windlass.  Circumnavigated  1978  to  '94.' Will 
deliver  anywhere.  In  Puerto  Vallarta.  $22,000. 
Fax  011-52-322-10722.  Write  P.O.  Box  350  B, 
Puerto  Vallarta,  Ja).  Mexico. 

ISLANDER  30,  1968.  Atomic  4.  Complete  but 
neglected  for  4  years.  A  steal  at  $6,500.  (415) 
453-1308. 

ERICSON  30+,  1983.  Excellent  condition.  Mod¬ 
ern  interior  w /  teak,  dodger,  Universal  diesel, 
Loran,  h/c  pressure  water,  battery  charger, 
depthsounder,  bottom  paint  6/95.  $28,500.  Days 
(415)  969-9112,  ext  2458;  eves  (415)  368-9353. 

30- FT  S-2  YACHTS  SLOOP,  1983.  New  epoxy 
bottom  with  8-year  warranty.  2  cylinder  Yanmar 
(less  than  1500  hours),  double  wide  aft  berth 
(liveaboard  potential).  No  agents  please.  $32,800 
obo.  In  Alameda,  (510)  521-4490. 

CAL  31, 1979.  Professionally  maintained,  must 
see.  Diesel,  Furlex,  3  jibs,  spin,  tiller,  dodger, 
^VHF,  stereo,  KM  DS,  Loran,  refer,  Mirco,  bottom 
8/95,  no  blisters,  Heart  interface,  A/P,  cabin  heat, 
2  anchors,  3  blade  prop,  gas  BBQ.  $29,500.  (31 0) 
578-1201. 

NEWPORT  30 II,  1977. 4  times  YRA  Fleet  Cham¬ 
pion.  Comfortable  family  racer/cruiser.  New  mast 
and  rigging.  New  upholstery.  Full  sail  inventory,  2 
spinnakers.  Atomic  4.  VHF,  Autohelm,  cockpit 
cushions,  etc.  Photo  and  extensive  equipment  list 
available.  $14,950.  (707)  552-2301. 


CLIPPER  MARINE  30.  Roomy,  forgiving,  dry, 
large  cockpit,  sleeps  five+.  Excellent  family  starter 
boat,  easily  single-handed.  Autopilot,  VHF,  DS, 
knotlog,  Loran,  three  headsails,  spinnaker,  elec¬ 
tric  start  outboard,  two  batteries,  dodger,  full  cus¬ 
tom  cover.  Spare  outboard  and  mainsail.  $8,950 
obo.  (415)  742-0834. 

BABA  30, 1983.  Capable  world  cruiser  in  excel¬ 
lent  condition.  Cutter  rig,  teak  throughout,  var¬ 
nished  brightwork.  Battery  charger,  h/c  pressure 
water,  tiller,  covers,  Yanmar  diesel,  documented. 
New  items  include:  upholstery,  exhaust  system, 
head,  lifelines  and  batteries.  $55,000  firm.  Aaron 
(916)  373-4416. 

A. 

OLSON  30, 1981.  Stock  boat  in  excellent  condi¬ 
tion  on  Tandem  trailer  with  surge  brakes.  New 
bottom  paint,  new  battery.  Rod  rigged,  single 
spreader  Ballenger  spar.  Larson  sails  in  excellent 
condition.,  2  mains,  .5  oz  &  .75  oz  chutes,  70%, 
95%,  100%,  125%,  150%  headsails.  VHF,  KM, 
AM/FM  cassette.  Ground  tackle.  MOB  pole  with 
horseshoe.  4  hp  Mariner,  Avon  Redcrest  with 
floorboards,  motor  mount,  Porta  Potti.  Lying 
Clearlake.  $16,000  obo.  Call  or  leave  message 
(707)  262-5822. 

ALBIN  BALLAD  30, 1978.  Sleek,  Swedish  de¬ 
sign,  Volvo  MD-7  with  low  hours,  skeg,  Furlex 
furling,  dodger,  VHF,  GPS,  depth,  RDF,  compass, 
shore  po\^er,  charger,  autopilot,  2  anchors/chain, 
dinghy,  fast  sloop.  Will  teach.  Berkeley  berth. 
$24,700  obo.  Leo  (510)  524-2609. 

MERCATOR  30, 1981.  Cruising  veteran  Alaska  - 
San  Francisco.  Diesel,  wood  stove,  two-burner 
kerosene,  three  headsails,  will  help  deliver.  Gold 
hull  w/  tanbark  mast  and  sails,  all  wood  interior, 
teak  and  yellow  cedar.  $39,527  obo.  (206)  771- 
8899  W  or  (206)  771-1396  H. 

OLSON  30,  DEUCES  WILD.  Fast  boat,  won  1 995 
Lady’s  Invitational  with  3  bullets,  selected  by  Yacht 
Club  for  last  2  Ventura  Cup  teams.  Double  spreader 
mast  re-rigged  1994, 20  bags  sails  -  many  nearly 
new  North,  solid  vang,  Harken  traveler,  modern 
backstay  adjuster.  Excellent  single  axle  trailer,  7 
1/2  hp  Evinrude.  Dry  sailed  at  Ventura  Yacht  Club. 
$18,900  obo.  Phone  (805)  377-2354;  fax  (805) 
382-1017. 

CORONADO  30.  Yanmar  diesel,  dodger,  roller 
furling,  radar,  Loran,  depth  sounder/fish  finder, 
VHF,  radio,  autopilot,  wheel  steering,  anchor  winch, 
three  anchors,  safety  netting,  propane  stove,  no 
blister  worry.  Great  condition  and  ready  to  sail. 
$20,000  obo.  (707)  552-7676. 

YANKEE  30,  S&S  SLOOP,  1973.  Loaded.  Ready 
to  cruise  anywhere.  Diesel,  GPS,  ham/SSB, 
Profurl,  fivesails,  windvane,  pilot,  windlass,  excel¬ 
lent  ground  tackle,  roll-up  Achilles,  dodger,  aw¬ 
nings,  wind  generator,  solar,  more.  Excellent  con¬ 
dition,  in  Mexico.  $24,500.  Patricia  (619)  698- 
9044  weekdays  for  specs. 


IRWIN  30, 1979.  Tiburon  berth.  Well  built,  fast  and 
comfortable.  Yanmar  diesel.  Clean  bottom.  New 
Hood  main.  Harken  roller  furling.  Wheel.  Lines 
lead  aft,  VHF,  KM,  WD,  DS,  Loran,  stereo.  Teak 
interior.  Teak  and  holly  sole.  Shower.  Gear. 
$22,500.(415)  454-4443. 

I 

NEWPORT  30 II,  1977. 4times  YRA  Fleet  Cham¬ 
pion.  Comfortable  family  racer/cruiser.  New  mast 
and  rigging.  New  upholstery.  Full  sail  inventory,  2 
spinnakers.  Atomic  4.  VHF,  Autohelm,  cockpit 
cushions,  etc.  Photo  and  extensive  equipment  list 
available.  $14,950.  (707)  552-2301. 

NEWPORT  30 II,  1 977. 4  times  YRA  Fleet  Cham¬ 
pion.  Comfortable  family  racer/cruiser.  New  mast 
and  rigging.  New  upholstery.  Full  sail  inventory,  2 
spinnakers.  Atomic  4.  VHF,  Autohelm,  cockpit 
cushions,  etc.  Photo  and  extensive  equipment  list 
available.  $14,950.  (707)  552-2301. 

PEARSON  TRITON,  1966.  Coastal  veteran  in 
excellent  condition.  Perfect  single-handed  rater/ 
cruiser  ready  to  go.  New  epoxy  paint,  new  stand¬ 
ing  and  running  rigging,  new  mast  step,  new  head, 
multi-stage  battery  charger,  1992  North  main, 
100%,  150%,  180%,  2  spinnakers,  two  anchors. 

All  lines  lead  aft.  Autopilot,  Loran,  compass,  VHF, 
stereo,  dinghy,  propane  Seacook  and  BBQ.  Fresh 
interior  with  lots  of  teak,  deep  stainless  sink, 
reliable  Atomic  4.  Strong,  seaworthy  and  good 
looking  boat  loaded  w/quality  gear.  $1 1 ,700  obo. 

(415)  331-8157. 

CAL  29, 1969,  PADDYWAGON.  Excellent  condi¬ 
tion,  2nd  owner  17  yrs,  4  headsails  +  spinnaker, 
Atomic  4,  many  extras,  very  light  use  but  regularly 
maintained  last  8  yrs  located  Alameda.  Priced  to 
sell.  $1 2,500.  Call  Vince  for  fax  sheet,  days  (510) 
523-8146  or  eves  (510)  521-8575. 

30- FT  KETCH,  RHIANNON.  H-28  modified  (Ber¬ 
muda  30)  by  Far  East  Boatyard,  1963.  Double- 
planked  mahogany  on  teak.  New  deck.  Low-hour 
Yanmar  diesel.  Recent  survey.  Excellent  condi¬ 
tion,  well  equipped,  beautiful  classic.  $15,900. 

(408)  728-2149. 

CAL  29  GRAND  SLAM.  Excellent  condition,  fast 
rugged  ocean  boat,  1994/5  YRA  champ.  1995 
main,  98, 150  and  chute  (13  sails).  Engine  rebuilt 
1992.  LPU  1994.  Lines  led  aft,  custom  cruise 
interior.  $13,500  or  half  for  $6,750.  Fred  (510) 
938-5649. 

COLUMBIA  29, 1965.  Atomic  4,  roller  reefing, 
needs  new  sails,  roomy  cabin,  new  cushions. 
$6,000  obo.  18’  runabout,  Big  Evinrude  4  cyl, 
trailer,  $1,000  obo.  Both  Scout  boats.  Call  (510) 
649-0672. 

CATALINA  30, 1976.  Recently  hauled,  surveyed 
and  painted.  New  thru-hulls,  sail  covers,  halyards, 
fenders,  etc .  Yanmar  diesel.  2  headsails,  galley, 
head,  refrig.  Clean,  looks  great.  Good  liveaboard. 
Berthed  in  Sausalito.  $16,900.  (415)  665-9135. 


ADVENTURE  SAILING 


MARINE  ENGINE  CO. 


Sail  the  Mexican  Riviera  and  Costa  Rica  with  experienced  team  on  53'  cutter. 
World  class  sailing  /  passages,  snorkeling,  whale  watching,  sail  training. 
Participate,  learn  or  just  relax.  Scheduled  week-long  trips  for  couples  or  individuals. 
$850  week  /  person.  206-328-7758. 


Complete  Engine  Services  •  Gas  &  Diesel 
30  Years  Experience  •  Reasonable  Rates 
Tune-Ups  •  Oil  Changes  *  Engine  Rebuilding,  etc. 
 (415)332-0455 


CUSTOM  MARINE  FABRICWORK 


•  CUSHIONS 

•  CANVAS 

•CURTAINS  (415)331-2128 

•  REPAIRS  #3,  ROAD  3,  SAUSALITO 


\  Rough  seas  on  deck,  stormy  weather  below? 

Abigail  A.  Grafton,  MA,  MFCC  * 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST  TO  THE  SAILING  COMMUNITY  ' 

SF  •  Berkeley  •  Petaluma  •  41S  453-7220  •  Lie.  MF7697  -  Visa  &  MC 


IS  YOUR  BOTTOM  CLEAN? 

Call  Bob  for  Just  Bottoms 

Underwater  Hull  Cleaning  •  Zincs  Changed  •  Fully  Insured 
Alameda,  Oakland,  San  Francisco 
(510)814-9150  •  Emergency  pager#  (510)  297-1276 


MARINE  DIESEL  ENGINE  SEMINAR 

Learn  how  to  operate,  maintain,  and  repair  your  diesel  engine. 

Get  hands-on  experience  adjusting  valves,  timing  an  engine,  bleeding  the  fuel  system, 
diagnosing  problems  and  making  repairs.  Programs  held  on  Saturdays. 

For  more  information,  phone  Technical  Education  Institute,  (415)  332-7544 
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CAL  29.  Custom  modifications  like  no  other  Cal 
29.  Well  equipped.  Lots  of  sails,  autopilot,  refrig¬ 
eration,  new  interior.  Race  winner.  $13,500.  Andy 
(310)  420-2360. 

CAL  29, 1969.  Racing  gear,  14  sails,  heavy  mast 
and  rig.  Needs  your  experienced  effort  to  restore 
and  repair  interior.  On  3-axle  trailer  in  So.  Cal. 
$6,500  for  both.  (805)  962-4073,  leave  msg  and 
phone  number. 

NEWPORT  30  II,  1975.  Roquefort.  Bay,  ocean, 
Delta  racer/cruiser.  Good  condition.  Twice  YRA 
fleet  champion,  comfortable,  roomy  family  boat. 
Tiller,  full  sail  inventory,  spinnakers,  Yanmar, 
Martec,  Loran,  KM,  depthfinder,  VHF,  LPG  oven/ 
stove,  '94  survey,  new  bottom,  much  more.  $1 3,500 
obo.  (415)  461-5837  or  (415)  721-7966. 

CATALINA  39, 1983,  HULL  #3300.  Well  main¬ 
tained  local  boat,  wheel  steering,  Autohelm,  Lo¬ 
ran,  VHF,  depthsounder,  knotmeter,  universal 
diesel,  new  starter,  new  upholstery,  epoxy  bot¬ 
tom,  clean  survey  2/95,  alcohol  stove,  hot/cold 
water,  four  sails,  tabernacle  mast,  new  winch. 
Located  in  Santa  Cruz.  1  year  sublease  available. 
$29,250.  (408)  457-1857. 


32  TO  35  FEET 


WESTSAIL  32.  If  you’re  looking  for  a  bristol 
Westsail  with  beautiful  teak  and  mahogany  inte¬ 
rior  that  has  been  restored  from  top  to  bottom, 
inside  and  out,  with  all  new  equipment,  a  Perkins 
4-107,  sails,  electronics,  etc.  $59,900  obo.  Please 
call  (619)  426-3312. 

HANS  CHRISTIAN  34,  1978.  Semi-gorgeous 
cutter.  3  cyl  Volvo.  Long  list  of  goodies.  $1,000 
finders  bonus.  Dreaming  of  sailing?  This  is  the 
cruising  boat  for  all  seasons.  $67,900.  Call  (206) 
789-9609. 

SCHOCK  35, 1989  RACER  /  CRUISER.  Perfect 
bottom!  New  sails!  New  cushions!  New  floor¬ 
boards!  This  fast  winner  professionally  maintained 
in  perfect  condition!  Surveyed  1995  at  $85,000. 
Priced  for  fast  sale  at  $58,000!  PHRF  66-75. 
Great  boat!  Great  buy!  (908)  727-8258. 

WESTSAIL  32  1974.  World  cruiser,  proven  pas¬ 
sage-maker.  Equipped  to  go  with  many  extras. 
Furling  headsails,  self-tailing  Lewmars,  Perkins 
4-107,  stainless  bowsprit,  boomkin,  new  cush¬ 
ions,  dodger,  standing  /  running  rigging,  cutter  rig 
with  6  sails.  Santa  Cruz  sublet.  Call  evenings  for 
more  info  (408)  458-0193  or  (408)  476-2039. 

CREALOCK  34  by  Pacific  Seacraft.  Gorgeous!. 
Brand  new  1996  “classic”  sloop,  factory  show- 
boat.  Singlehander’s  package,  Scheel  keel,  B  &  G 
network  instruments,  full  factory  new  boat  warran¬ 
ties,  free  winter  dockage  in  Florida.  Discount 
priced  at  $128,000.  Call  Roy  Pinney,  FL  (305) 
448-3481. 


ERICSON  32, 1974.  Yanmar  diesel,  low  hours, 
wheel  steering,  roller  furling,  hot/cold  pressure 
water,  dodger,  cockpit  cushions.  Great  liveaboard 
with  refrigerator,  microwave.  $18,500.  Call  (510) 
832-4656. 

HUNTER  33, 1 981 .  Roller  furling,  Yanmar  diesel, 
wheel  steering,  VHF,  wind,  depth  &  speed  gauges, 
self-tailing  winches,  dodger,  h/c  water,  cockpit 
cushions,  stereo,  2  anchors,  stove,  head,  battery 
charger,  etc.  Excellent  condition.  Sleeps  6+,  fast, 
comfortable  &  fun.  $27,000.  (41 5)  461-7147. 

J-35, 1984.  Good  condition,  lots  of  gear,  SC,  WS/ 
WP,  DS,  KM,  VHF,  CD,  Loran,  13  sails,  freshwa¬ 
ter  boat.  $54,000.  Call  Bronson,  days  (360)  699- 
2478;  eves  (360)  573-2814. 

34-FT  ATKINS  KETCH,  1961.  At  47-ft  LOA 
Auwana  is  constructed  of  Alaskan  yellow  cedar 
laid  on  apitong  frames.  Completely  restored  (1991- 
1994)  from  fasteners  to  sails  and  from  electrical 
system  to  rebuilt  Yanmar  with  new  transmission. 
Auwana  was  built  and  restored  with  passion,  has 
wonderful  balance  under  sail,  is  in  rhythm  with  the 
ocean,  and  is  many  times  a  trans-Pacific  veteran. 
Must  see  to  appreciate.  Owners  motivated,  price 
reduced  to  $52,500.  Call  Ted  (510)  523-6186. 

SANTANA  35  RACER/CRUISER.  Painted  bot¬ 
tom  and  keel  rebuilt  May  ’95,  new  racing  sails! 
Many  updates  within  ’95  for  racing  and  cruising 
(owner  will  send  you  list).  Surveyed  May  ’95. 
$32,000.  Best  offer  takes  it  from  owner  who  is  still 
racing  it.  (510)524-1160. 

AIRES  32,  1976.  Completely  refit  in  '95.  New 
fastenings,  plumbing,  electric,  diesel,  interior,  fix¬ 
tures,  rigging,  sails,  monitor,  windgen,  7  batteries, 
Navco,  radar,  epoxy  bottom,  Interthane  topsides, 
Loran,  speed,  depth.  $75,000  invested— perfect. 
Asking  $60,000.  Worldwide  delivery  available. 
Steve  (415)  299-0909. 

CATALINA  34, 1986.  Roller  furling,  diesel,  two 
enclosed  cabins,  sleeps  7,  hot  water,  refrigera¬ 
tion,  VHF,  depth,  knot,  self-tailing.  Used  very/ 
lightly.  Moving,  must  sell.  $44,000  obo.  (31 0)  573- 
9288  phone/fax. 

BALTIC  35, 1986.  Performace  racer/cruiser.  Large 
aft  cabin.  Light  use,  good  upgrades,  new  bottom. 
85, 95, 150, 135rf  headsails.  1.5  oz  chute.  Teak 
cockpit  and  bridgeway.  Seriously  for  sale.  $95,000. 
Call  (415)  328-0778. 

ISLANDER  32, 1964.  Ready  to  cruise.  New  Lo¬ 
ran.  Autohelm  Tillerpilot,  CNG  stove/oven,  depth/ 
knot  meters,  new  heavier  rigging,  cockpit  dodger, 
lifeline  canvas,  strong  fiberglass  hull,  dependable 
Atomic  4  engine.  $14,000  or  $23,000  with  prime 
Santa  Barbara  slip.  (805)  735-4456. 

32-FT  ARIES.  Well  maintained  double  ended 
ocean  and  Bay  cruiser.  Sails  well  in  8  to  30  knots 
wind.  New  30  hp  Perkins  diesel  300  hrs.  VHF, 
Loran,  depth,  knot  log,  EPIRB.  Baby  coming, 
must  sell.  Asking  $26,000.  (408)  364-1805. 


34-FT  FISHER  PILOTHOUSE  KETCH,  1978. 

Excellent  sailor!  Six  sails,  50  hp  diesel  plus  gen¬ 
erator.  Epoxy  bottom,  LP  hull  and  cabin.  Full 
electronics  ’93  and  ’94.  Watermaker,  R/O,  davits. 
Just  back  from  1  year  in  Mexico.  Needs  nothing1 
$85,000.  (510)  506-4892. 

CAL  3-34, 1977.  Cruise  ready  Mexico  veteran, 
completely  refurbished  ‘92,  bristol  inside  and  out! 
loaded  with  top  quality  gear.  Conveniently  located 
in  San  Diego.  Add  food  and  go!  Call  for  details  and 
faxed  inventory.  $40,000.  (619)  722-3509  days- 
(619)  741-3524  eves. 

YAMAHA  33, 1978.  Solid,  swift  well  built  racer / 
cruiser.  Yanmar  diesel  -  rebuilt  '93,  folding  prop, 
hydraulic  backstay,  knotmeter,  depth,  compass! 
VHF,  LPG  range/oven.  Full  head  room,  fiberglass 
w /  teak  interior.  Great  storage.  Tiller  steering,  4 
jibs,  2  spinnakers.  $28,400.  (707)  224-1512. 

HANS  CHRISTIAN  33  CUTTER,  1980.  This 
proven  bluewater  cruiser  is  in  excellent  condition. 
Pullman  master  berth.  Hauled  4/95  for  new  epoxy 
bottom,  paint,  thru-hull  service/replacement,  cut¬ 
lass  bearing.  New  Harken  roller  furling  head  and 
staysail,  batteries,  exhaust  system,  motor  mounts, 
GPS,  AM/FM/CD.  Recently  replaced  head,  hot 
water  heater  (engine  &  shore  operable),  water 
pump,  accumulator,  wind/speed/depth  instruments 
(B&G  Network).  Ample  power  with  Isuzu  40  hp 
(850  hours)  with  rebuilt  starter.  $90,000.  (415) 
897-2916. 

O’DAY  34  SLOOP,  1981.  Fin  keel,  spade  rudder, 
Universal  diesel,  8  sails  w /  spinnakers,  DS,  VHF, 
Loran,  AM/FM  cassette,  shore  power,  holding 
tank  w I  Y-valve,  pressure  h/c  water,  chart  table, 
hot  water  tank,  sleeps  6,  hauled  3/95.  $29,900. 
(707)  746-6505  eves. 

CAL  3-34, 1977.  Cruise  ready  Mexico  veteran, 
comply  refurbished  ’92,  bristol  inside  and  out, 
loaded  with  top  quality  gear.  Conveniently  located 
in  San  Diego.  Addfood  and  go!  Call  for  details  and 
faxed  inventory.  $38,000.  (619)  722-3509  days; 
(619)  741-3524  eves. 

FREEDOM  33  CAT  KETCH.  Proven  blue  water 
cruiser.  Easily  single-handed,  all  instruments, 
autopilot,  refrigeration,  anchor  windlass,  new  main, 
dodger,  sail  covers,  epoxy  bottom.  $57,000.  (916) 
652-9407  or  (510)  527-1207. 

PEARSON  VANGUARD  (32'),  1965.  Yanmar  die¬ 
sel  2GMF,  dodger,  7  sails,  Tillermaster,  excellent 
ground  tackle.  $19,500.  Make  offer,  must  sell. 
(707)  778-0685. 

HANS  CHRISTIAN  33, 1984.  Cutter  rig,  Yanmar 
diesel,  blue-water  cruiser/liveaboard.  Pullman 
berth.  Wheel  steering.  Five  sails,  KM,  DS,  furler, 
Autohelm,  dodger,  440  amp  gels,  inverter,  amp 
meter,  electric  windlass,  radar,  Loran,  GPS,  VHF, 
SSB  w/ham,  refrigeration,  diesel  heater,  propane 
stove,  h/c  pressure  water.  Excellent  condition. 
Asking  $96,500.  (415)  794-1215. 


NANTUCKET  33-FT,  1968.  Strong,  lightweight, 
fast,  displacement  9,000  lbs.  /4.100  lbs.  Alumi¬ 
num  Hull,  built  in  Holland  at  Huisman's  yard.  Alen 
Gurney  design.  The  perfect  couples  blue  water 
cruiser/racer.  All  mahogany  below  decks.  Config¬ 
ured  for  passage  making.  Volvo  MD6A,  extra 
water  tanks,  Avon,  spin  gear.  (If  you're  looking  for 
an  aluminum  boat,  consider  this:  At  today’s  labor 
prices  it’s  impossible  to  build  a  hull  of  this  quality 
for  anything  close  to  this  price.)  Excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  $33,000  obo.  Jim  Van  Beveren,  H  (510) 
827-8915. 

ERICSON  35, 1974.  Rebuilt  Atomic  4,  wheel,  3 
headsails,  Autohelm,  monitor  windvane,  rigged 
for  single-handing,  new  cushions,  new  electrical, 
h/c  pressure  water,  propane  stove,  mahogany 
interior,  6’2"  headroom,  sleeps  6,  built  in  micro- 
wave,  fast  cruiser,  excellent  liveaboard.  $25,000. 
(510)  521-7021. 

J-35c,  1 990.  Will  your  next  boat  be  faster,  prettier, 
easier  to  maintain,  and  more  fun  to  sail?  The  35c 
is  the  ideal  cruiser/racer.  Roomy  aft  cabin  and 
toward  V-berth  are  ideal  for  two  couples  or  a 
family.  White  bulkhead  interior  with  teak  trim,  16 
opening  ports/hatches,  Quickvang,  Autohelm, 
100A  alt,  3  gels,  isolator,  Navtec  HYD  backstay, 
GPS,  Loran,  Muir  vertical  windlass,  dodger  9/95, 
stereo,  CD,  Maxprop,  furling,  North  Sails.  Will  split 
cost  to  transport  from  So.  Cal.  $119,000.  (805) 
988-1641. 

CAL  35, 1980.  Sloop,  cruiser/club  racer.  Great 
condition.  Fully  equipped:  VHF,  Loran,  knot,  log, 
depthfinder,  stereo,  heater.  Teak  interior  with  3- 
burner  CNG  and  H&C  water.  Complete  with  galley 
and  safety  equipment.  $44,900.  (510)  582-21 10. 

CAL  34, 1976.  Diesel,  wheel,  hot/cold  pressure 
water,  CNG  stove,  microwave,  GPS,  VHF,  new 
shaft,  cutlass  bearing,  etc.  New  rigging,  hauled 
August  ’95.  Possible  partial  trade.  $26,500.  (707) 
558-9224. 


CORONADO  35, 1973.  Excellent  condition,  great 
liveaboard.  Many  extras.  Call  for  details.  Must 
sell,  leaving  state.  $29,500.  (41 5)  365-6513,  leave 
message. 

J-105,  1995  NATIONAL  CHAMPION.  Profes¬ 
sionally  maintained,  excellent  condition.  Faired/ 
painted  in  '95.  Fully  equipped  -  all  the  latest  "Go 
Fast"  upgrades.  Two  sets  of  sails.  A  proven  win¬ 
ner  ready  to  go  for  ’96  in  a  competative,  friendly 
fleet.  $96,000  obo.  (510)  523-5290. 


TARTAN  10, 1979.  Cruise  and/or  race.  33-ft  rac¬ 
ing  sloop.  Recently  replaced  knotmeter  and 
depthfinder.  Also  has  Loran,  VHF  and  windspeed. 
Well  equipped  and  in  good  condition.  $11,000. 
Will  consider  partner.  (415)  892-8753. 


Remember... 
Classy  deadline 
is  a-l-w-a-y-s 
the  18th. 


a  .  DOUG  SHOTTON 

V  V  MARINE  SURVEYOR  Telephone 

f  MEMBER  OF  N.A.M.S.  <s,0> 

✓  235-6679 

P.O.  Box  121,  til  Cerrito,  CA  94530 

LEECH  &  RUDIGER  SAILS  Inc.  (415) 

We  Buy  and  Sell  Quality ,  Pre-Owned  Sails  331  -  6275 

67  Libertyship  Way,  Sausalito,  CA  94965 

JOURNEYMAN  ROOFER  AVAILABLE! 

(For  Minor  Work.)  Uses  new  "Roofing  Rubber”  for  all  leaks.  Specialist  in  the  "Hard  Leaks". 
License  test  passed  in  1 981 .  Roofing  since  1 965.  Many  refs.  B.Sc.  degree.  Roofing  reports. 

415-978-9375 

v  Sail  San  Francisco  Bay! 

A  Atlantis  Yacht  Charters  has  moved  to  Schoonmaker  Point  Marina,  Sausalito! 

|§a  •  Bareboat  and  Skippered  charters  -  Local  and  International 

•  US  Sailing  certified  "Women  on  Waves"  sailing  program 

A'  415-499-7707  •  E-mail:  atlantis@yachtcharter.com 

REQUEST  YOUR  ^ 

A  FREE  BROCHURE  /M 

LxJ/JM  /  (800)982-7779  (Cj 

l  (510)651-7326 

BOAT  NAME  COMPANY  for  Superioc  Classy  Vinyl  Adhesive 

k  It's  not  just  a  Name 

It's  Your  Statement 

and  Our  Specialty! 
Graphics . 

MARITIME  ATTORNEY 

Specializing  in  boat-related  matters  including  Purchase  Contracts,  Taxes, 

Liens,  Importation,  Accidents  and  other  areas.  Experienced  sailor. 

Shawn  M.  Throwe  •  2236  Mariner  Square  Drive,  Alameda 
(510)  522-0426  •  Fax  (510)  522-2062 
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36  TO  39  FEET 


HERRESHOFF  38, 1983.  Cat  boat,  ketch  rig,  in 
Sea  of  Cortez.  Made  for  shorthanded  long  dis¬ 
tance  cruising.  Very  good  condition.  Two  double 
berth  cabins,  two  heads,  comfortable  main  catkin. 
Airex  foam  core  hull,  carbon  fibre  masts.  Fully 
equipped.  $64,900.  (602)  951-3205. 

MORGAN384, 1983.TedBrewerdesigned.  Origi¬ 
nal  owner,  excellent  condition  (very  little  use). 
Perkins  4-108,  50  hp,  diesel  40  gal,  water  90, 
roller  furling  1 50%genoa,  Autohelm 4000,  dodger, 
cockpit  cushions,  (recent  survey).  Berthed  Pier 
39.  $71,000.  Days,  call  (408)  378-9724  or  (408) 
867-5647. 

36-FT  LANCER  SLOOP,  1979.  Dodger,  Bimini, 
full  canvas  CP  enclosure,  AP,  Loran,  full  instru¬ 
mentation,  h/c  pressure  water,  ample  grnd  tkl  &  8' 
Zodiac  w / 2  hp  o/b  and  more.  Spacious  and  fast. 
Good  condition.  Get  in  and  go.  $31,500.  S.D. 
(619)  970-4163. 

CAL  39, 1979.  Our  loss  isyourgain.  Mom  and  Pop 
cruising  dream  comes  to  end  due  to  illness  in 
French  Polynesia.  Boat  is  located  in  The  Moor¬ 
ings  boatyard  on  Raiatea.  Boat  is  loaded  and 
cutter  rigged,  6 sails,  radar  on  a  Questus  gymbaled 
mount,  VHF,  406  EPIRB,  GPS,  Avon  310RIB 
dinghy  with  Nissan  8  hp  o/b  and  much,  much 
more.  Call  Jim  (51 6)  766-5236  for  further  details. 

FIRST  825,000  GETS  PENELOPE.  36'4"  cutter 
rig  Samson  C-Petrel,  Australia  vet,  returned  6/95. 
Set  up  for  family  of  4.  Excellent  cruising  boat  or 
liveaboard.  Call  (707)  664-1689  or  see  in  Vallejo 
Municipal  Marina  (slip  A-58). 

EXPRESS  37.  Hull  #  7,  sail  #  87700.  Top  per¬ 
former  in  the  best  one-design  fleet.  Large  inven¬ 
tory  of  sails  and  equipment  for  Bay  or  ocean, 
racing  or  cruising.  $89,500.  Brokers  protected. 
Chuck  (408)  425-8804  eves;  (408)  244-7040  ext. 
208  days. 

TAYANA  37, 1981 .  Excellent  condition,  ready  for 
cruising.  Full  keel,  cutter  rig,  furling/non-furling 
headstay.  50  hp  Perkins  4108,  alum  mast/boom, 
fully  enclosed  cockpit  —  can  be  used  as  Bimini/ 
dodger  and  much  more.  $77,500.  Call  for  details. 
(604)  451-7869. 

NONSUCH  36, 1989.  Push  button,  sail  goes  up. 
Easily  single-handed,  50  hp  diesel,  49  gal  fuel, 
112  gal  water,  microwave,  TV,  stereo,  autopilot, 
Loran,  VHF,  two  mainsails,  dodger,  air  condition¬ 
ing,  propane  heater,  cockpit  cushions,  etc.  Docu¬ 
ment.  $135,000.  (916)  268-2404. 

LANCER  36, 1981.  Bill  Lee  designed  sloop.  Ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  New  bottom  11/95.  Heart  2000 
inverter,  refrigerator,  propane  stove,  DS,  KM,  WS, 
private  quarter  berth,  large  salon  with  two  8' 
settees,  Loran,  2  anchors,  VHF,  lots  of  goodies. 
$35,000  obo.  (209)  462-51 86. 


FREYA  39.  New  Yanmar  40  hp  engine.  Newly 
finished  interior,  newly  painted  mast  and  hull. 
Needs  some  finish  work.  $55,000.  Call  Jean,  days 
at  (916)  922-9847  or  (916)  662-7553. 

CRUISING  CAL  36.  Discover  island  cruising, 
harbor  life!  Beautiful  cabin  view  sunsets,  lace 
curtains,  stained  glass  ports,  teak  interior,  Mexi¬ 
can  lile  shelves,  great  liveaboard.  50  hp  Perkins 
diesel,  refrigerator/freezer,  hot  water,  epoxy  bot¬ 
tom,  Autohelm.  $40,000.  Kirk  (805)  899-4240. 

ERICSON  38, 1983.  Performance  cruiser  (PHRF 
114),  excellent  condition.  4  headsails,  dodger, 
Autohelm,  Harken  roller  furling,  GPS,  folding  prop, 
inflatable  dinghy,  Tri-data  and  additional  extras. 
$62,000.  Separate  SSB  ($1,200)  and  2.4  gal 
propane  tank  ($55).  (916)  891-4704. 

38- FT  FARALLONE  CLIPPER.  Classic  1955 
Stephens.  Mahogany/oak/bronze.  New  standing 
rigging,  alternator,  holding  tank.  Rewired  engine 
and  12v  panel.  Survey  11/95.  Asking  $21,000. 
(415)  604-4563  or  (415)  728-9506. 

FAST  PASSAGE  39,  ATLANTEAN.  Recently 
returned  from  successful  three-and-a-half  year 
around-the-world  voyage,  fully  equipped  and  ready 
to  sail  anywhere,  or  live  aboard  in  comfort.  Cana¬ 
dian  built,  William  Garden  designed  cutter  rigged 
double-ender,  outfitted  with  solar  panels,  refrig¬ 
eration,  diesel  heater,  new  propane  stove,  solar 
vents,  Aries  windvane,  Avon  six  man  liferaft, 
Perkins  4-1 08  diesel,  roller  furling  headsails,  CD 
stereo,  SSB/ham  and  VHF  (backstay  antenna), 
fullcompliment  of  sails  (New  Zealand  made  Lidgard 
main  and  yankee),  heavy  Sta-Lok  rigged,  and 
much  more.  $105,000.  Call  (206)  525-9828  for' 
detailed  fact  sheet  and  appointment  for  viewing. 

38-  FT  ISLAND  PACKET,  1990.  Purchased  new 
1991.  Immaculate  condition.  Equipped  for  blue 
water  cruising.  Wind  generator,  Autohelm  6000, 
refrigerator/freezer,  406mhz  EPIRB,  GPS,  Loran, 
stereo,  Avon  dinghy,  outboards,  custom  canvas, 
full-batten  main,  storm  sails,  much  more.  $1 28,000. 
(305)  525-5752. 

EXPRESS  37, 1985.  New  bottom  paint  &  cush¬ 
ions.  Emergency  rudder,  two  spinnaker  poles, 
extra  water  tank,  propane  conversion,  refrig,  solar 
panel  and  more  included.  Two  mains,  threechutes, 
Kevlar  #1  and  #3,  staysail,  storm  jib,  etc.  $85,500 
obo.  (510)  236-1356. 

39- FT  FERRO  CEMENT  CUTTER,  1977.  Ingrid 
design  double  ender  with  full  keel.  Professionally 

v  built  hull.  Westerbeke  4107  diesel.  VHF  and  ham 
radios,  depthsounder,  knotmeter,  Autohelm,  roller 
furling,  solar  panel.  Heavy  ground  tackle.  Com¬ 
fortable  liveaboard,  blue  water  cruiser.  Mexico 
veteran.  $29,000  obo.  (415)  369-1 131 . 

ISLANDER  36, 1973.  Perkins  diesel,  Harken  furl¬ 
ing,  wheel  steering,  almost  new  dodger,  pressure 
h/c  water,  couple  of  anchors,  etc.  fridge,  bottom 
done  2/95.  Not  raced,  great  shape!  $34,000.  Call 
(510)  778-9018. 


CATALINA  38, 1980.  Fast,  Sparkman  &  Stephens 
design,  good  condition,  clean  double  spreader 
mast  stepped  to  the  keel.  Diesel,  new  bottom 
paint,  new  shaft,  new  interior  cushions,  sleeps  7, 
stereo,  depth,  knotmeter,  Autohelm,  shore  power, 
3  speed  winches.  $39,500.  (510)  245-9506. 

39-FT  INTERNATIONAL,  1985. 30  square  meter 
sloop.  Equipped  for  racing  and  cruising.  Fiber¬ 
glass  hull,  teak  decks,  mahogany  cabin  and  cock¬ 
pit.  4  sails,  Ballenger  spars,  Navtec  rigging.  3/4 
cover,  outboard  motor,  recent  survey.  Beautiful 
boat  in  excellent  condition.  Asking  $26,600.  (408) 
867-2631. 

V 

ISLANDER  FREEPORT 36, 1 979.  B-Plan,  Perkins 
4-108  (2500  hrs),  self-tailing  winches,  VHF  (2), 
multi-ban  receiver  with  antenna  and  tuner,  GPS, 
SATNAV,  150  amp  alternator  with  spare,  Amp 
Hour  +2  charging  system,  2  solar  panels  with 
Trace  regulator,  Pur  8011  watermaker,  2  Navico 
5000  autopilots  (new),  propane  stove  with  oven, 
microwave,  1 2v  refer,  stereo  with  cassette  player, 
Espar  heater,  12v  TV,  electric  windlass,  180’  5/8" 
chain,  45#  CQR,  1 0  foot  Achilles  raft  with  wheels, 
15  hp  Jphnson,  2  Danforth  anchors,  furling 
headsails,  custom  helmsman  chair,  dodger  with 
awning,  new  interior,  1995.  Refitted  in  1995  for 
Mexican  cruise.  Well  maintained  with  a  large 
inventory  of  spare  parts  and  customized  equip¬ 
ment.  Ready  to  go  cruising  now!  Serious  buyers 
only.  $69^00.  (619)  233-9327. 

COLUMBIA  36, 1969.  Hot/cold  pressure  water, 
roller  furling,  cruising  prop,  refrigeration,  wheel, 
TV,  dodger/bimini,  windlass,  22#  Danforth,  4.5" 
bulkhead  compass,  two  135  amp  hour  batteries, 
Autohelm  ST4000,  knot/log  and  depth,  head. 
$27,900.  (415)  321-6040. 

HUNTER  37, 1983.  Cutter.  Very  good  condition, 
one  owner.  Radar,  autopilot,  Loran,  VHF,  stereo, 
diesel,  propane  stove,  heater,  h/c  water  pressure, 
shower  stall,  separate  vanity.  Has  new  upholstery 
and  new  dodger.  Full  battened  main  with  Lazy 
Jacks.  Recent  haul-out.  No  blisters.  $43,000  obo. 
(510)658-9491. 

38- FT  FARALLON  CLIPPER.  Stephenscruising/ 
racing  sloop.  Current  owner  has  upgraded  con¬ 
tinually  during  last  15  years,  including  electrical 
wiring,  12v  breaker  panel,  mast,  standing  rigging, 
propane  stove  w /  oven,  insulated  ice  bin,  exterior 
decking,  engine  mounts  (diesel),  transmission 
and  electronic  instruments.  Must  be  seen  to  ap¬ 
preciate.  Two  recent  surveys.  Job  change  re¬ 
quires  sale.  $25,000.  Michael  (416)  543-1065 
.days. 

CALCORINTHIAN  39, 1979.  Fast,  provencruiser, 
meticulously  maintained.  Completely  ready  to 
cruise.  12  winches,  8  sails,  hydraulics,  furling, 
autopilot,  radar,  SSB,  Loran,  GPS,  weatherfax,  6 
solar  panels,  electric  windlass,  liferaft,  dinghy, 
watermaker,  refrigeration,  Hookah.  Located  An¬ 
napolis.  For  inventory  (410)  626-5858. 


SWAN  38.  Comfort  and  elegance  combined  with 
speed  and  style.  New  Volvo,  furling  gear  and  sails, 
many  upgrades,  Max  Prop,  new  electrical  system. 
Located  Seattle.  $85,000.  (503)  233-9503. 

CREALOCK  37, 1982.  Total  refit  1994-95,  moni¬ 
tor,  autopilot,  GPS,  ham,  watermaker,  custom 
layout,  9  cruising  sails,  extensive  spares.  New: 
stainless  ports,  rigging,  LP  spars,  upholstery,  re¬ 
wire.  $98,000.  (619)  425-2949. 

HANS  CHRISTIAN  38T,  1985.  Cutter  rig,  autopi¬ 
lot,  GPS,  radar,  wind  generator,  ham,  wind,  depth, 
speed,  hailer,  furling  headsail/staysail,  Battcars, 
downwind  pole,  windvane,  CD,  refrig,  much  more. 
South  Pacific/Mexico  vet.  Priced  to  sell  at$1 34,000. 
Weekends,  call  (510)  522-4634;  weekdays  (408) 
377-5223. 

ERICSON  38, 1 989. 3  headsails,  cruising  spinna¬ 
ker,  Harken  roller,  autopilot,  radar,  cold-plate  refrig, 
battery  management  system,  new  Gel  Cells, 
dodger,  windlass  w /  deep  anchor  well.  Asking 
$94,500.  Evening  &  weekend  (415)  388-2249; 
days  (510)  704-2321. 

PEARSON  365.  Cruising  ketch  with  upholstery, 
Harken  furler,  Loran,  VHF,  knot,  depth,  wind 
meters,  cold  plate  and  more.  Westerbeke  40 
diesel  (800  hours)  runs  well.  Transferring  out  of 
country,  must  sell.  $55,000  obo.  (408)  429-9177. 

LAPWORTH  36.  Westerbeke  4-107  dsl,  1995 
Ullman  full  batten  main  and  tapper  13%  genoa. 
1995  Harken  II  furler,  1995  Harken  mast  system, 
dodger,  interior/exterior  paint  and  varnish,  cush¬ 
ions  new  1995,  3  anchors,  full  boat  cover.  Very 
nice  example  of  this  popular,  fast  boat.  Located  in 
LA.  $29,500.  (541)  597-4373. 


40  TO  50  FEET 


KETTENBURG  40.  Mahogany  over  oak,  w  mains, 

5  jibs,  2  genoas,  1  spinnaker,  2  poles,  Sea  Snub 

6  vang.  New  Harken  traveler,  Faryman  30  hp 
diesel,  Aires  windvane,  autopilot,  Zodiac,  anchors, 
chain,  life  raft,  more.  $13,000  obo.  Please  call 
(415)  924-2039. 

OLSON  40, 1983.  Equipped  for  cruising.  Refrig¬ 
eration,  freezer,  GPS,  SSB,  gel  batteries.  Autohelm 
2000,  watermaker,  anchor  roller,  VHF,  quad  cycle, 
dodger,  awning,  wind  scoop,  shore  power, 
Cybernet  stereo,  many  sails  and  much  more. 
$76,000.  (206)  562-7271. 

43- FT IOR  CUSTOM  SLOOP.  Gary  Mull  design. 
Blue-water  performance,  liveaboard  amenities. 
Two  private  cabins,  2  heads,  complete  galley, 
new  cushions,  1 4  sails.  Sexy,  strong,  comfortable 
&  fast!  $60,000.  (206)  702-5065. 

44- FT  CUSTOM  (Carl  Schumacher)  design  ves¬ 
sel  in  excellent  condition.  PHRF  rating  30,  limited 
interior  space,  lots  of  fun  to  sail.  Asking  $95,000. 
(510)865-4109 


PACIFIC  DELIVERY  SERVICES 

U.S.C.G.  Licensed  Master  - 100  Tons  •  Sail  or  Power  •  Experienced  •  Reliable  •  Careful 
Reasonable  •  Refs  •  Owners  and  brokers  welcome 

Free  Trip  Consulting  •  Also  available  for  Bay  and  Delta  Deliveries 

Capt.  Gary  Jimmink  •  (707)  762-1899 

’77  CREEKMORE  40 

35'  X  13'  X  5'4"  Custom  construction,  as  new  and  extremely  complete. 

Perkins  4-107,  Max  Prop,  engine  refrigeration,  A/C.  $120,000. 

For  full  specs,  call  (305)  545-0465  or  fax  (305)  545-6703. 

Ready  to  go  sailing! 

BecC &  ‘Breakfast  Cruises!  — - — ^ 

Rrnrhure:  rft'Pf’FT  n  m  _ 

(415)  457-4243  ff-*11  TnP^  nnnq  U[|° 

The  new  way 
to  see  France 

PACIFIC  A4APINE  INSTITUTE 

SMALL  ,  HANDS-ON  &  SELF  PACED  CLASSES 

DIESEL ,  FNO  TROliRI.F.SIIOOTINa  ,  F.I.F.CTRICAI.,  RFFF.R 

NF.XT  CLASS  :  FEB.  24  A25  MAR  20-24  ALAMEDA  CA. 

CALL  (510)-522-7300  FOR  INFO.  PAK 

Nautical  Book  Specialists 

Your  Main  Order  Resource  for  Hard-to-Find  Books. 

Call  with  your  book  list  today. 

Book  Source  800-256-6450 

&  —Sail  the  Virgin  Islands—  * 

flX  Need  cruise  or  charter  information?  Call  the  editor  of  T 

CARIBBEAN  BOATING  (415)  626-1469  -xSfc 
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HANS  CHRISTIAN  41 TC,  1986.  Out  of  Portland, 
OR.  Teak  decks  &  interior.  Equipped  for  cruising. 
Navigation&communicationsequipmentincluded. 
Sail  the  world  at  your  leisure.  $169,000.  For  info: 
Liz  De  Stael,  P.O.  Box  1534,  Kailua  Kona,  HI 
96745.  (808)  329-3739.  Fax  (808)  328-1060  or 
Norberl  De  Stael,  505  W.  45th  St.,  Vancouver, 
WA.  Phone/fax  (360)  695-7255. 

40-FT  VALIANT  PILOTHOUSE.  Price  reduced 
from  $1 50,000  to  $1 30,000  or  make  offer.  1 980  by 
Uniflite.  Better  than  new.  One  owner,  profession¬ 
ally  maintained.  Outstanding  cruiser/liveaboard 
w /  one  stateroom  and  big  salon.  Amenities  in¬ 
clude:  Wood-Freeman  AP,  Grunert  refrigeration, 
Furuno  radar  &  Loran,  Lewmar  winches,  dual 
steering,  Westerbeke  58  diesel.  One  of  the  finest 
cruisers  in  the  NW.  Call  for  picture  and  specs. 
(520)  927-6973  or  (206)564-1221. 

IRVING  JOHNSON’S  YANKEE  50.  Corten  steel 
ketch,  rebuilt  and  updated.  Best  offer.  Include 
your  phone  contact.  Yacht  Yankee,  1 1 00  Colony 
Point  Circle,  Bldg.  3,  Apt.  506,  Pembroke  Pines, 
FL  33026. 

FORMOSA  41, 1980.  “Queen  of  the  Garden  41 
ketch  fleer.  Beautiful  hand-carved  teak  interior, 
professionally  maintained,  outstanding  liveaboard! 
Full  head  and  separate  shower.  Double  berth  in 
separate  master  stateroom.  H/C  pressure,  160 
gal,  electric  windlass,  VHF,  Loran,  GPS.  Custom 
TV/VCR,  extra  large  1 2v/1 1 0  reefer,  2  stereos  in 
and  out.  Custom  ice  box.  American  rigging.  Perkins 
4-108  diesel,  xlnt  condition.  75  gal  fuel,  9'  inflat¬ 
able  Avon  w/  outboard,  hard  dinghy  on  davits. 
Don’t  buy  until  you  see  Kokomo.  $79,500.  (619) 
225-9930. 

MASON  43.  Oct  ‘85,  excellent  condition,  cruise 
ready,  bimini,  dodger,  DeSal,  Four  Winds,  Furuno, 
Magellan,  ICOM,  two  autopilots,  windlass,  cus¬ 
tom  cabinetry,  furling  jib,  self  tailing  Lewmars, 
screens,  storm  sails,  many  covers  and  awnings, 
custom  cushions,  much  more.  $169,000.  (805) 
962-7487  eves. 

CAL  40  CLASSIC.  Beautiful  interior,  electric 
windlass,  2K  stereo,  GCD  ICOM,  VHF  and 
handheld,  Signet  instrumentation,  GPS,  dodger, 
awning,  halyards  lead  to  cockpit,  Barient  winches, 
Bruce  33,  Danforth  20, 12  sails,  and  more.  Look¬ 
ing  good!  $45,000.  (415)  332-1 160. 

VALIANT  40,  1988.  Single/doublehand  rigged, 
Furuno  24  M  with  custom  arch  and  companion- 
way  mount,  Monitor  windvane,  Robertson  autopi¬ 
lot,  ICOM  M-700  SSB/ham  plus  AT  120  tuner, 
NKE  instruments,  Trimble  GPS,  Isotherm  5000 
refrig,  Pur  watermaker,  Muir  windlass,  headsail 
and  staysail  furlers,  spinnaker,  6  man  Plastimo, 
Maxprop,  Dickensen  heater,  10  Lewmar  ST 
winches,  105  A  alternator,  3-step  charging,  gels, 
monitoring,  Navtec  hydraulic  backstay  adj, 
Quickvang,  406  EPIRB  and  lots  more.  Lying  San 
Francisco.  $162,000.  (505)  7514056. 


42-FT  STEWART.  NZ  built,  cold-molded  40  LWL 
diesel  -  rebuilt  75  hrs,  VHF,  SSB-WF,  DS,  WS, 
WD,  SatNav,  Loran.  15  bags,  refer,  Hi  Amp  alt, 
new  batteries  3/95,  many  spares.  $45,000.  (408) 
636-6876  eves. 

HUNTER  40, 1986.  Excellent  condition,  very  fast 
and  great  liveaboard.  Huge  aft  cabin  with  island 
queen.  2  heads  with  showers.  Large  galley  with 
CNG  stove  and  refrigerator.  Force  1 0  diesel  heater. 
Electric  head,  stereo,  Yanmar  44  diesel,  dodger, 
autopilot,  VHF,  knotmeter,  depthsounder,  roller 
furling,  jiffy  reefing.  Main,  110%,  150%.  All  lines 
lead  aft  for  very  easy  singlehanding.  $58,000. 
(415)  573-7380. 

SWAN  47.  Fully  found  for  extensive  offshore 
cruising  and  a  joy  to  sail.  Continually  upgraded 
with  equipment  and  spare  parts  to  make  her 
virtually  self  sufficient.  Sailed  from  East  Coast  to 
the  south  Pacific,  just  hauled  and  ready  to  go 
again.  For  sale  way  below  market  value.  An  excel¬ 
lent  buy  at  $192,000.  (808)  949-1570,  fax  (808) 
946-9176.  Ron  DuBois,  1741  Ala  Moana  Blvd., 
Unit  7,  Honolulu,  HI  96815. 

41-FT  NORTHSEA  PILOT  CUTTER.  Gaff  rigged, 
'94  survey,  currently  insured,  ferro-cement,80  hp 
Ford  Lehman  diesel,  high  output  alt,  I2v  ref, 
propane  stove,, diesel  cabin  heater,  skipper  head, 
VHF,  DS.  Mexico  vet.  2  cabins,  great  liveaboard, 
new  paint.  $28,000.  Call  (510)  232-01 88'. 

HARDIN  45, 1982.  Durable,  spacious,  Taiwan¬ 
ese  built  cutter-rigged  ketch.  Center  cockpit,  1 3’6" 
beam,  4  staterooms  including  queen  bed  and  rear 
windows  in  aft  cabin.  2  heads:  1  manual,  1  elec¬ 
tric,  both  tiled  with  showers  and  propane  flash- 
heated  hot  water.  Tiled  galley  with  3  burner  stove, 
oven  and  microwave.  Fiberglass  huff  never  blis¬ 
ters,  teak  deck  and  interior.  Last  hauled  April  ’95. 
Autohelm,  Loran  C,  many  more  amenities.  Great 
cruiser  and  liveaboard,  served  3  years  as  T ransPac 
communicationsvessel.NowberthedinSausalito. 
Currently  for  sale  by  owner.  Asking  $110,000 
negotiable.  For  more  detailed  information  page 
(5 1 0)  81 04 1 74  and  leave  number.  Weekend  view¬ 
ing  appreciated. 

HARDIN  44, 1978  center  cockpit,  full  keel,  docu¬ 
mented,  liveaboard/cruise-readyketch.  6’4”  head- 
room,  extensive  storage,  aft  cabin,  queen  bed, 
adjacent  head  with  tub/shower.  Recently  installed 
Pur  watermaker,  Alden  weatherfax,  Furuno  24M 
radar,  Trimble  GPS,  Robertson  autopilot,  ICOM 
SSB  and  tuner,  standard  Loudhailer/foghorn,  Pio¬ 
neer  stereo,  CD  tapedeck,  speakers  above  and 
below  decks,  406  MHz  EPIRB,  Profurl,  cruising 
spinnaker,  Brooks  and  Gatehouse  instruments. 
Heart  2800W  inverter,  4-8D  gel  batteries,  Simpson- 
Lawrence  electric  windlass,  bow  and  helm  con¬ 
trols,  400’  chain,  200  rope  60#,  40#  CQRs, 
Danforth.  Ample  power  system,  Newmar  panel. 
LPG,  BBQ,  and  galley  stove.  Twin  Raycore  filters. 
Fire-water-fume  alarms.  Wood  stove  in  salon, 
dodger,  8-man  Avon  raft  3  Mexican  cruises. 
Berthed  in  Alameda.  Price  negotiable.  Call  (408) 
395-3054. 


CT  49  CUTTER,  1986.  Modified  fin  keel  with 
rudderskeg.  Ideal  cruiser,  1 8-month  Mexico  cruise, 
2  people.  Aft  cockpit  with  additional  center  com¬ 
panionway.  Extensive  quality  equipment,  some 
only  2  yrs.  old.  Robert  AP,  24M  radar,  wind  gen., 
GPS,  SatNav,  SSB,  2  VHFs,  pwr  monitor,  130A 
alt,  inverter,  4  bat.  banks,  life  raft,  wind  vane, 
refrigeration,  150G  water,  150G  fuel,  Tank  tender, 
2  Baros,  2  clocks,  VDO  instalments,  fore/aft  deck 
lockers,  1 1  ST  winches,  anodized  spars,  4  sails 
plus  spinnaker,  3  anchors,  300’  Hi  Tensile,  other 
chain/rode,  stern  anchor  roller/mount,  Perkins, 
SS  prop  and  shaft,  cockpit  h/c  shower,  bimini, 
deck  wash,  awning,  all  manuals.  Asking  $219, 000. 
Call  for  specs,  photos,  equipment  list.  Call  (415) 
712-9218. 

48-FT  CELESTIAL,  1988.  Deluxe  cruiser,  easy 
sailing  cutter/ketch,  6’  draft,  14’  beam,  65  hp 
Vetus,  genset,  B&G  instr&autopilot,  refrig,  freezer, 
Cruisair,  VHF/SSB,  full  canvas,  Sony/Boxe  ste¬ 
reo/CD  2  staterooms.  Call  Shirley  (Florida)  (813) 
397-7070. 


51  FEET  &  OVER 


63- FT  TUG-SCHOONER-CONVERSION.  Built 
1 908.  sound  hull,  very  fine  lines.  6-71 GM  w/0  hrs. 
Partially  finished,  on  private  mooring  in  Marin  Co. 
Finances  force  sale.  $20,000  obo.  Write  for  de¬ 
tails:  R.B.  Abelseth,  Box  4405,  Camp  Connell,  CA 
95223. 

55- FT  PILOTHOUSE,  CUTTER-RIGGED  ketch. 
Professionally  built  ferro.  “A  World  Cruiser”  with 
beautiful  lines,  safety  and  comfort.  “Poetry  in 
Motion!"  Already  in  the  Sea  of  Cortez.  $66,000 
obo.  (206)  787-5469. 

TAYANA  55  CUTTER.  Built  1986,  first  sailed 
1987.  Loaded  and  ready  to  go.  Rigged  for  single- 
handed  sailing.  $295,000.  Will  consider  trades, 
but  please,  no  equities.  Tel/fax  (619)  2964944. 

60- FT  HUISMAN/MOODY  ALUMINUM  KETCH 

with  twin  Perkins.  Excellent  condition,  redundant 
systems,  full  inventory.  Enclosed  wheelhouse.  A 
true  Pacific  passage-maker  for  a  couple.  Located 
Pacific  Northwest.  Offers  in  the  low  $300,000 
wanted.  (305)  802-2653. 

51-FT  GARDEN  PILOTHOUSE  KETCH.  Ideal 
liveaboardfcruiser.  2  stations,  3  staterooms,  2 
room  salon  plus  workshop  area.  Heavy  glass  hull. 
All  furling  sails,  watermaker,  inverter,  spares,  etc. 
Some  trades  or  financing  possible.  $1 29,000  obo. 
Roger  Perry  (415)  331-5251  or  (800)  728-7254. 


CLASSICS 


33-FT  ALDEN  KETCH,  1959. 4  cyl  gas,  GPS,  SS, 
sails  smooth  and  sure.  Professionally  built  in  Bay 
Area.  Located  in  Half  Moon  Bay  slip.  Come  see 
and  sail.  $9,000.  Great  buy!  Gary  (408)  354-9406. 


CLASSIC60-FT  ALDEN  topmast  schooner,  1928. 
Extensive  refit,  recommissioned  ’83  for  5  yr  cruise 
in  Pacific  Basin.  Perkins  236.  Full  sail  inv  incl 
spinnaker  and  starcut  gollywobbler.  Berthed  Ho¬ 
nolulu.  $85,000.  (707)  258-8514. 

NORDIC  FOLKBOAT.  Great  condition.  Full  in¬ 
ventory,  two  seasons  on  North  sails.  Built  Den¬ 
mark,  1948.  $6,200.  (510)  482-2267. 

25- FT  GOLDEN  GATE  SLOOP,  #1 1 ,  Lively  Lady. 
This  “Baby  Bird  Boat”  draws  5’  and  is  a  stiff  sailer 
with  an  active  racing  class  on  the  Bay.  Rebuilt 
1986,  undergoing  refit,  ready  for  spring  races. 
$1,500  -  $3,500.  Chris  (415)  332-7501. 

24-FT  GAFF  CUTTER,  ADELAIDE.  1880’s,  many 
time  Master  Mariner’s  winner.  Has  just  had  refit. 
New  rudder  &  gudgeons,  new  deck  canvas,  var¬ 
nished  cabin.  2  spinnakers,  3  jibs,  Seagull.  One  of 
a  kind.  She  is  beautiful  and  fast.  $6,500.  Chris 
(415)  322-7501. 

17-FT  “TEAK  LADY”.  Beautiful  classic,  1958. 
Bright  hull,  full  keel.  Burma  teak  with  Spruce 
spars.  2  sets  of  sails  and  masthead  geniker.  Sails 
like  an  angel’s  wing  in  any  weather.  1  st  come,  1  st 
served.  $4,500  takes  her  away.  (707)  645-9136. 


MULTIHULLS 


63-FT  JOHN  MARPLES  DESIGN  CATAMARAN, 

1988,  located  Cartagena  and  cruise-ready.  Hulls 
f/g  sheathed  cold-molded,  triple  marine  ply. 
Ford-Lehman  85  hp  diesel  w /  twin  props.  Full 
electronics,  refrig,  scuba,  3  dinghies,  25  hp  out¬ 
board.  $65,000.  Call  Sam  Bogota 
011-57-1-852-5440  EST. 

SEARUNNER  31,1976.  Honda  7.5  hp.  New  LPU 
paint.  New  mainsail,  new  dodger,  new  rigging.  9 
sails,  7  winches,  dinghy,  VHF,  autopilot,  log,  speed, 
DS,  stereo,  MOB  gear,  stove,  cooler,  head.  Ask¬ 
ing  $12,000.  Call  Steve  (408)  526-5212  or  (510) 
763-7494. 

28- FT  HORSTMAN  TRIMARAN.  New  paint,  new 
rigging,  new  rudder,  autopilot.  Needs  cushions. 
Located  in  Sea  of  Cortez,  La  Paz.  $6,000  obo  - 
trade.  From  US  call  01 1  -52-1 12-50759. 

37-FT  SNOWGOOSE  CATAMARAN  by  Prout, 
1986.  One  owner.  Low  miles  in  Bay  and  Delta 
only.  Nicely  equipped.  All  original  (even  water 
pump  impellers).  This  is  the  best  performing  and 
best  looking  cruising  cat  under  43’.  $128,000. 
Trade?  (415)  380-8979  or  fax  (415)  381-8142. 

50- FT  OCEAN  RACING  TRI  W/FOILS.  Good 
condition,  winner  UAP  Europe  Multihull  Cup  twice. 
7  sails,  generator,  watermaker,  NKE  computer. 
VHF,  autopilots ...  and  a  lot  more.  Asking  $45,000. 
Call  Pierre  at  (310)  273-7688  or  (213)  934-5312. 
Leave  a  message. 


NEED  CASH  FAST? 

We  have  short  term  (3  month)  funds 
available  for  your  boat  for  your  use  in  other 
profitable  investments.  •  Mr.  Jett  (415)  332-8333. 

CHART  SAVINGS  OF  70%  &  MORE! 

Current  Edition  Charts  reproduced  on  the  Hepviest-Weight  Paper  in  the  Industry! 

So.  Pac.,  Mex.,  N.Z.,  Aust.,  USA,  Carib.,  Med.,  Worldwide.  Free  Index.  Sample  Chart  $2.  DMA  &  NOS 
Originals  @  20%  Off!  (25  chart  min.)  20  Years  Quality  Service.  —  Bellingham  Chart  Printers  — 
P.O.  Box  1728L,  Friday  rfarbor,  WA  98250  •  (800)  643-3900  •  Fax  (360)  468-3939 

{'XpfotT  tw  SflO  luflOS  Cruise  the  beautiful  San  Juan  & 

MARINE  SURVEYOR 

Rich  Christopher 

V,;‘  (415)368-8711  (408)778-5143 

m  M  -i  onn  ooo  ■7007  Canadian  Gulf  Islands  aboard  one 

mt&sSKsim  1  “O00"8Zo-733#  of  over  80  power  and  sailing  yachts 

PEN  MAR  MARINE  COMPANY  from  25’  to  60’.  Bare-boat  or  skippered 
yacht  charters  charters  available. .  .year-round. 

SOCIETY  OF  ACCREDITED  MARINE  SURVEYORS  #148  | 

EMBROIDERY 

—  In  house  design  and  digitizing  — 

Crew  shirts,  jackets,  hats.  We  do  it  all. 

2350  Libertyship  Way  •  415-331-7332  •  Fax:  415-331-7076 

CYC  -  CALIFORNIA  YACHT  CARE 

.  Featuring  'The  Galley  Gals' 

Yacht  maintenance  •  Wash  programs  •  Below  deck  cleaning  •  Food  baskets  "Tried  and  true  referals 
Ask  about  our  great  winter  prices 

Debby  (415)  381-3987  •  Alison  (510)  655-3848 
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40- FT  PIVER  TRIMARAN.  Cruise  the  Sea  of 

Cortez  now!  Avoid  state  sales  tax,  local  taxes, 
high  yard  costs  and  broker  fees.  Buy  a  boat 
already  in  Mexico,  directly  from  the  owner.  First 
$33,000  buys  ketch-rigged  trimaran  with  pilot¬ 
house,  workshop  and  all  cruising  gear.  New  die¬ 
sel,  speedo,  log  and  windspeed  instruments,  VHF, 
fathometer,  autopilot,  windlass,  watermaker,  pro¬ 
pane  oven,  fridge,  pressure  and  hotwater  shovkpr. 
New  bottom  paint  and  zincs.  Cabin  newly  painted. 
LP  paint  exterior.  Sailing  dinghy,  davits,  outboard, 
large  solar  cell,  portable  AC/DC  generator.  Scuba, 
snorkel  and  hooka  gear,  sailboard,  wetsuits  and 
much  more.  Berth  available.  Only  5  hours  drive 
from  Tucson,  in  sunny  San  Carlos,  Mexico.'(805) 
462-1616  for  more  info. 

FITZMAURICE47.5TRIMARAN,  1988.  Designed 
and  built  by  English  yacht  designer  Sebastian 
Fitzmaurice.  A  truly  unique,  proven  offshore  cruis¬ 
ing  ketch,  fully  equipped  and  ready  to  go.  A  short 
list  of  the  many  amenities:  fiberglass  foam  core 
hull,  Burmese  teak  decks,  Honduras  mahogany 
interior,  Bomar  hatches,  Cosby  refrigeration  with 
300  lb  freezer,  Lewmar  winches,  Nilsson  electric 
windlass,  Yanmar  main  engine,  Yanmar  genera¬ 
tor,  radar,  GPS,  400GPD  watermaker,  autopilot, 
etc.  Three  double  staterooms,  with  large  master 
aft  cabin,  four  heads,  two  quarter-berths.  $1 55,000. 
(619)  426-9214. 

MULTIHULL  &  ENGINE.  52'  Airex  Foam  Fiber 
cutter-rigged  trimaran.  13,500  lbs,  60  hp  Isuzu, 
new  full  battened  main  on  order,  $75,000.  Also  40 
hp  Isuzu  3  cyl  diesel  with  completely  dieassembled, 
yet  good,  2:1  Borg  Warner  trany,  $700.  Boat  is 
currently  in  Virginia.  (805)  528-0473. 

31 -FT  BROWN  SEARUNNER.  All  hulls  epoxied 
and  re-glassed  in  '93.  Hauled,  painted  top  and 
bottom  May  '95.  All  new  rigging  in  '95.  Nearly  new 
North  sails,  genoa  and  spare  main.  Solar  panel,  S/ 
S  radio,  autopilot,  Magellan  GPS,  5  hp  Honda  four 
cycle  and  ground  tackle.  Currently  on  a  mooring  in 
Port  San  Luis.  $10,500.  For  further  information, 
please  call  Walt  Elliot  (805)  343-1765. 

CORSAIR  F24MKII,  1995.  Kevlar  main  and  jib 
plus  small  #4.  Two  53  watt  solar  panels,  two  gel 
cell  batteries,  GPS,  Navico  knot/depth,  autopilot 
with  remote,  VHF,  swing  cook  stove,  includes 
trailer  and  motor  .  .  .  Super  fast!  Super  fun! 
$42,650.  (916)  934-0204. 

42-FT  WHARRAM  CATAMARAN.  Built  1990. 
Refitted  1994. 3  solar  panels.  Hot/cold  water,  2 
burner  stove,  Slimline  heater.  All  propane.  GPS, 
VHF,  Signet  instruments.  30  hp  Yamaha.  4  an¬ 
chors,  drogue,  sea  anchor.  $49,000.  Maurice. 
P.O.Box  10849,  Hilo,  HI  96721. 

NACRA  5.7, 1986,  with  mast  stepping  pole  and 
rigging.  Double  trap  and  new  lines  for  barber 
hauler,  mast  over  rotator,  jib  sheet,  dolphin  striker. 
Cat  Box  trailer.  Blue  accent  on  boat  and  sails. 
Pretty,  light  and  fast!  (707)  839-5790  or  fax  (707) 
839-0818. 


40-FT  SEARUNNER  PROJECT.  Currently  laying 
decks,  West  System/marine  ply.  Professionally 
built.  Includes  all  tools  and  lumber  to  finish  project. 
$27,000.  Write  to  Brown  Project,  P.O.  Box  1534, 
Glen  Ellen,  CA  95442. 

25- FT  COMFORTABLE  RACER/CRUISER  TRI. 

New  paint,  top/sides/botlom.  New  tapered  mast  & 
boom.  110  hanked  jib,  socked  spinnaker,  new 
high  roach  powerful  main.  Rigged  for  single- 
handed  assembly  from  house  to  sail  away.  Missed 
Baja  this  year  or  planning  to  do  the  San  Juans  this 
summer???  30'  tandem  axle,  surge  brake  trailer. 
A  fast,  yet  dry  performer.  Lying  Woodely  Island 
Marina,  Eureka.  $21 ,500.  (707)  839-5790  or  fax 
(707)  839-0818.  $1 0  for  faxed  complete  descrip¬ 
tion  and  expanded  photos. 


POWER  &  HOUSEBOATS 


50-FT  SEAMASTER  STEEL  ‘V’  HULL,  1974. 

Delta  boat.  Has  liveaboard  berth.  Onan  genera¬ 
tor,  approved  sanitation  system.  Interior  recently 
refurbished.  Hull  redone  1993.  Two  Volvo  Penta 
motors  -  not  running.  Asking  $17,500.  Call  (415) 
364-8926. 

22’8"  FIBREFORM,  1973.  Rebuilt  Chevy,  low 
hours,  OMC  outdrive.  Sausalito  Basin  2.  $3,800. 
(415)  332-3780. 

WORKBOAT.  26'  x  10'  x  3’  fiberglass,  full  flota¬ 
tion,  Detroit  671  diesel,  24”  prop,  1  3/4”  monel 
shaft,  everything  reworked.  $12,000  obo.  (510) 
522-2705. 

38-FT  CHRIS  CRAFT  COMMANDER,  1969.  All 

fiberglass  sedan  cruiser  in  good  condition.  Twin 
427  fords.  Remodeled  head  and  main  salon.  AEK, 
micro,  refer,  TV.  Good  liveaboard!  Asking  $35,000. 
Call  Frank  (415)  331-9413  days  or  (415)  331- 
SI  45  eves. 

27.5- FT  x  16-FT  UNFINISHED  CUSTOM  fiber¬ 
glass  trimaran  hull.  Unique  live/work  space.  Call 
for  inspection.  $5,000.  (510)  523-8330. 


PARTNERSHIPS 


PACIFIC  SEACRAFT  25.  Equity  partnership. 
Excellent  boat  for  SF  Bay.  SF  Marina  slip.  $200 
quarterly  dues  covers  everything.  We  even  have 
a  maintenance  man.  No  work,  just  fun.  $2,700 
takes  my  share.  Philip  (415)  552-8523. 

DUFOUR  31.  One-half  partnership.  Beautiful  Frers 
design,  lots  of  extras.  Reduced  price.  Call  (415) 
453-8100. 

1/3  PARTNERSHIP  IN  CAL  20.  New  standing 
rigging,  main,  jib,  Jensen  3.5  hp  outboard.  Sleeps 
two.  Berthed  in  Sausalito.  $650  obo.  Call  (415) 
387-7127. 


CATALINA  30.  One  third  flexible  time  share. 
Clean  boat,  newdiesel,  rig  and  LPU.  Free  parking. 
Gas  House  Cove,  S.F.  $300/  mo.  (415)  731-4956. 

OWNER  OF  HANDSOME  60  FOOT ...  one  year 
old,  very  comfortable  cruising  vessel  seeks  re¬ 
sponsible  joint  owners  to  share  equity,  expenses, 
experience,  camaraderie  and  fun!  Only  financially 
stable  ($50,000  equity  investment  required), 
friendly,  flexible  and  cooperative  types  need  ap¬ 
ply.  Call  (510)  935-5907. 

EXPRESS  37.  Seeking  an  experienced  1/3  or  1/ 
2  partner  in  an  immaculate  1988  club  racer  and 
cruiser,  berthed  in  Redwood  City.  Harken  furling 
with  full  batten  main.  Call  (408)^34-01 65  beeper. 

PRO-SAIL  40+4.  Forming  a  syndicate  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  catamaran  sailed  by  Tom  Blackaller. 
Recently  modified  forTranspac.  Plan  to  campaign 
in  California  coastal  races  and  possibly  T ranspac. 
If  you  would  like  to  purchase  time  shares,  please 
call  (510)  437-5972. 

CATALINA  30.  1/3  flexible  time  share.  Clean 
boat,  new  diesel,  rig  and  LPU  paint.  Free  parking 
at  Gas  House  Cove,  SF.  $300  per  mo.  Call  (415) 
731-4956. 

1/2  EQUITY  PARTNERSHIP  IN  COLUMBIA  26 

MKII  for  $2,000.  Boat  is  in  good  condition,  lots  of 
room  ancj great  for  Bay  sailing.  Slip  is  in  Paradise 
Cay  in  Tiburon.  Call  Rob  (415)  924-7586. 

TARTAN  10, 1979.  Race  the  midwinters  and/or 
cruise.  33-ft  racing  sloop.  Recently  replaced 
knotmeter  and  depthfinder.  Also  has  Loran,  VHF 
and  windspeed.  Well  equipped  and  in  good  con¬ 
dition.  Will  consider  equity  or  non-equity.  (415) 
892-8753. 

PEARSON  TRITON  28.5.  Superior  Bay  sailing. 
Full  keel,  all  lines  lead  aft,  new  dodger,  autopilot, 
Alpine  stereo.  Rebuilt  engine.  Awesome  solo. 
Expanded  cozy  custom  interior.  New  cushions.  1  / 
4  or  1/4  interest  $6,000  or  $4,000.  Call  Joe  (510) 
865-1011. 


TRADE 


TRADE  MAJOR  COLORADO  RESORT  AREA 

multi-family  lot,  up  to  five  units.  Ext.  value$1 00,000 
plus,  would  like  35  to  45'  cruising  sailboat.  May 
add  owner  terms  for  trade  down.  (970)  870-1 514. 

EVINRUDEOPEN  BOW  RUNABOUT,  1968,  with 
■re-built  elec  shift,  outdrive,  and  Moody  4-wheel 
trailer,  for  sale  or  trade  (car,  coins,  stamps,  guns, 
etc.).  Engine  needs  some  work.  Ross  (510)  451- 
2012, 9  am  to  6  pm. 

TRADE  FOR  40+FT  SAILBOAT.  Construction 
work  done  in  trade  for  down  or  payment  for  40' 
sailboat.  European  Irish  carpenter.  Frame  and 
high  quality  trim.  Kitchen  and  bath  remodeling, 
plus  etc.  David  (510)  833-0518. 


WANTED 


GOT  TO  GET  BACK  ON  THE  WATER,  Want  to 
purchase  sailboat  already  in  Mexico  -  bargain. 
Wood/trailerable  okay.  San  Carlos,  PV,  La  Paz? 
Call  Pie-in-the-Sky  Bakery  (Near  Puerto  Vallarta), 
tel.  (329)  8-08-38,  fax  (329)  8-00-61.  Apdo  13, 
Bucerias,  Nayarit,  Mexico. 

WANTED  TO  BUY/RENT/BORROW/STEAL: 

Trailer  for  21'  2,000  lb  fixed  keel  sailboat.  Ben 
(510)  273-7418  or  (707)  987-3691. 

SAILING  BOOTS  WANTED.  Pair  men’s  original 
(circa  1972),  American  made,  lightweight  rubber 
Sperry  Topsiders.  All  black,  white  soles/heels. 
Med/lrg.  Same  as  sold  by  Joe  Harris  Marine  in  SF. 
$50.  5221  Seward  Park  Ave.  S.,  Seattle,  WA 
98118.(206)722-3385. 

WANTED:  BARE  HULL  AND  DECK  constructed 
of  fiberglass.  Preferably  full  keel,  well  proven, 
cruising  design.  Please  write  to:  Hull  &  deck,  P.O. 
Box  7058,  Brookings,  OR  97415. 

SWAP  -  DESOLATION  SOUND  for  San  Diego  or 
Baja.  Enjoy  our  31  Hughes  sloop  in  bristol  condi¬ 
tion,  RF,  AP,  DS,  KM,  etc.  Enjoy  protected  pristine 
waters.  Oysters,  clams,  prawns,  salmon,  moun¬ 
tains,  waterfalls,  sunny  warm  days.  We  would  like 
to  use  your  boat  for  two  weeks  in  late  Feb  and  you 
can  use  ours  any  two  weeks  in  summer.  Call  Dick 
or  Mary  Parkes  (604)  338-1 049  and  we  will  make 
arrangements. 

WANTED:  CHINESE  JUNK.  40-50',  prefer  all 
teak,  Hong  Kong  built  in  1 960s  - 1 970s.  Call  T ony 
(805)  642-8835. 

WANTED:  MODERN  CRUISING  SLOOP  or  cut¬ 
ter  needing  repairs/refit  for  backyard  project.  43- 
50'  fiberglass  or  aluminum  considered.  No  home- 
builts  please!  Have  more  time  and  skills  than 
cents.  (805)  588-2252  evenings. 

O'DAY  DAYSAILER  (1 6’9")  wanted  with  or  with¬ 
out  trailer.  Call  (510)  523-6819. 

TRANNY  FOR  OLD  ATOMIC  TYPE  2  ENGINE. 

Looking  for  complete  tranny  or  parts.  Will  wel¬ 
come  any  information  you  have  on  Type  2  tranny. 
Please  call  Bill  at  (415)  488-0794. 

GEAR  FOR  INTERNATIONAL  FOLKBOAT. 

Need  mainsail,  spinnaker  and  pole,  radio  equip¬ 
ment,  dry  cruising  gear  or  safety1  gear,  etc.,  inflat¬ 
able  and  small  outboard.  (415)  574-0970. 

WANTED:  30  TO  40-FT  RACER/CRUISER,  well 
maintained,  for  sailing  on  the  SF  Bay.  We  are 
flexible.  Charter/rent  or  own  with  either  full  or  part- 
time  use  OK.  Responsible,  neat  sailors  (profes¬ 
sional  couple).  We  will  know  the  right  boat  and 
situation  when  we  find  it  Let’s  talk.  Julie  or  Ken. 
(510)  743-9870. 


■\yooDRUM  Marine 

Specializing  in  custom  interior 
cabinetry.  Tables,  cabinets,  countertops, 
decks,  cabinsoles,  for  power  or  sail. 

compete  mobile  shop 
call  Lon  Wood  rum  at: 

415-332-5970 

FULL  SPECTRUM  BOAT  WORKS 

Traditional  Expert  Quality  and  Attention  to  Detail 

Specializing  in:  Classic  yacht  restoration  •  High  quality  painting  and  varnishing  •  Expert 
repair  work  •  Yacht  maintenance 
—  Michael  Heiner  •  (415)  383-5733  — 

SAILBOAT  DINGHY  DAVITS 

1"  SS  tubing,  "Girder  Design",  finest  "Yacht  Quality",  clamp  to  stern  railing,  easy 
installation,  complete  kit  includes  blocks,  custom  dinghy  slings  and  all  nec.  hardware. 
Unconditional  money  back  guarantee.  $650.  OCEAN  MARINE  SYSTEMS 

Internet  address:  www.vru.com/ocean/  or  call:  1-800-88DAVIT 

Join  Us!  _ Call, 360-856-5316  for-info 

The  Metal  B ochTSo  zietv^  \ 

The  Source  for  the  Metal  Boat  Owner  &J3uilder->y 

MARITIME  ATTORNEY 

Specializing  in  warranty,  purchase  contracts,  sales/use  tax,  liens, 
charters,  construction/repair,  accidents  since  1960. 

Experience  Counts;  45  yrs.  of  Bay  and  Coastal  racing/cruising. 

William  E.  Vaughan,  17  Embarcadero  Cove,  Oakland  (51 0)  532-1786;  Fax  532-3461 

HAPPY  BOAT  COMPANY 

Marine  carpentry  &  finishing  •  Bright  Work-  •  Deck  Repair  and  Sealing 

Custom  Cabinet  Work  &  Design  *  Fiberglass  Repair  •  Marine  Plumbing 

30  Years  U.S.  &  European  Experience 

Call  Tony  &  Yvonne,  (510)  370-7911 
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WANTED:  RANGER  26,  short  rig,  in  good  condi¬ 
tion.  Looking  for  solid  hull,  keel  and  mast.  Willing 
to  upgrade  sails  and  motor,  if  necessary.  Immedi¬ 
ate  cash  buyer  willing  to  pay  good  price.  Call  today 
(415)  954-3266. 

WANTED:  35-FT  HEAVY  DUTY  ALUM  MAST  in 

good  condition.  Mainsail  and  boom  a  plus.  Also 
seek  Norseman/Staylock  fittings  and  tabernacle 
base  and  rigging.  Call  (408)  427-1289  or  (408) 
476-0877. 


USED  GEAR 


CAT  3116  DITA.  300  hp  @  2,800  RPM  diesel 
engine  with  7C6629  arrangement.  Zero  hours  on 
warranty  rebuild.  List  $17,098.  Now  $10,450  with 
6  month  warranty.  (415)  332-3780. 

MORGAN  382  SOBSTAD  SPINNAKERS,  lightly 
used:  .75  oz  blue  &  white,  $1,500;  90%  1.2  oz 
purple  &  yellow,  $1 ,500.  (P:40.5,  E:  14.5;  1: 46;  J: 
16.25).  Call  John  (707)745-0181. 

SAILOMAT  SERVOPENDULUM  WINDVANE. 

For  passage  making.  Model  SAILOMAT-  536, 
long  shaft.  Will  fit  any  yacht  37-50'.  New  condi¬ 
tion,  with  factory  warranty.  Wheel  coupling. 
Off-center  mounting  possible.  Can  be  used  as 
emergency  rudder.  Asking  $2,200  (new  $  3,500). 
San  Diego  Fax:  (619)454-3512. 

YANMAR  DIESEL  SB  12  one  cylinder  raw  water 
cooled.  Engine  and  transmission  rebuilt  in  1989. 
Includes  instrument  panel,  cables  and  wiring, 
wateriift  muffler,  spare  parts,  service  manual,  parts 
catalog.  $1 ,100.  Also  CQR,  20  lb  drop  forged  plow 
anchor,  $250.  Eric  (408)  247-3752. 

7.5  HP  LONG  SHAFT  HONDA.  Fresh  water  only, 
Lake  Tahoe,  NV,  with  6  gallon  tank,  $695.  Martec 
2  blade  folding  prop,  16'  x  12  pitch  left  hand.  Will 
trade  for  RH  or  sell,  $350.  All  like  new.  (702)  588- 
8957  or  fax  (702)  588-0149. 

ACADIA  ONE  LUNG,  1968. 4  hp  two  cycle  gas 
inboard  with  Paragon  (reverse  gear)  transmis¬ 
sion.  Complete  with  exhaust  system.  Made  in 
Nova  Scotia.  Runs  great,  low  hours,  manual  start, 
idiot  proof,  original  manual  and  drawings.  $700 
obo.  Steve,  eves  (415)  299-0909. 

SAILS:  Jib  for  cat,  zippered  18'  x  6',  $70.  Main 
(window)  29'  x  13',  $150.  Genoa  20'  x  12',  $100. 
Lug  for  shellback  dinghy,  $100.  John  Meeks  (408) 
475-5896. 

BATTERY.  600  lbs  of  amps.  Excellent  condition 
from  electric  fork  lift.  Also  wanted:  60'  used  alumi¬ 
num  mast.  (415)  927-4883  before  9pm. 


PAIR  OF  671  GM  MARINE  DIESELS.  Right  turn 
and  a  left  turn.  Complete  major  re-built  by  master 
GM  mechanic.  1  new  block,  new  pistons,  new 
sleeves,  new  rods,  etc.  We  have  log  and  invoices 
for  all  new  parts  and  labor. 

SAILOMAT  600-X4  SELF-STEERING  windvane. 
Includes:  deluxe  mounting  base,  light  airvane  and 
wheel  mount.  Like  new,  never  before  installed. 
$2,900.  David  (510)  447-1243. 

HENRY  MEADOWS  (BRITISH  MARINE)  trans¬ 
mission,  2:1  reduction,  for  Westerbeke  or  Perkins 
4-107,  excellent  condition,  $300.  Forespar  9.5' 
spinnaker  pole  w/  bridle,  $100.  Martec  folding 
prop  LH,  16DX  10PF,  $150.  (415)  456-6990  day 
or  nite;  Iv  msg. 

1 1  ’4"  BOSTON  WHALER,  1 8  hp  Mercury,  $2,750. 
9’4'  Whaler  sail/dinghy,  $1 ,800. 1 5  hp  Evinrude  or 
25  hp  Yamaha,  $1,150.  9.5'  Avon  raft,  $350. 
Scoffs  Downrigger,  $50.  Horse  collar  life  pre¬ 
server,  $25. 1985  21'  Itasca  Phaser  motorhome, 
4  speed,  4  cycle  Turbo-diesel  60,000  mi.,  $1 0,000. 
(510)  652-7287. 

FREE  STANDING  SITKA  SPRUCE  SPAR  with 
Hassler  Chinese  lug  sail  and  battens.  37',  tapers 
from  10"  to  4.5".  Hollow.  Doubled  Hawaiian  Is¬ 
lands  in  1994.  $1,000  or  interesting  trade.  Fono 
Hope  (805)  459-3826  eves. 

SSB  /  HAM  MARINE  RADIO.  150  watts,  5  yr 
factory  warranty,  new  (factory  fresh).  Radio  has 
remote  head,  644  pre-programmed  frequencies, 
100  user  programmable,  telex,  We  Fax,  built  in 
USA.  Outstanding/best  buy  from  Practical  Sailor. 
$1,450.  Matching  tuner  also  available.  Call  (206) 
451-7413. 

1 00  HP  WESTERBEKE  4  CYL  DIESEL,  Paragon 
hydraulic  transmission  and  control  panel.  Super 
shape.  Bought  from  Santana  Marine  for  my  boat. 
It  won’t  fit.  $2,000  or  trade  for  gear.  Located  at 
Yacht  Masters,  Vallejo.  (707)  449-0154. 

OUTBOARD  MQTORS,  TWO:  British  seagull,  3 
hp  long  shaft,  original  manual,  some  spares. 
Johnson  Sea  Horse,  4.5  hp,  standard  shaft.  Both 
motors  good  condition,  low  hours  And  reliable. 
$350  obo  each.  Dean  (415)  593-0940. 

KEEL  -  LEAD.  Olson  30  style  keel  at  2,200  lbs. 
Has  9  3/4"  SS  bolts.  Asking  $1 ,000  or  best  offer. 
Must  sell.  Located  at  Stockton  Sailing  Club.  Pat 
(209)  838-3285. 

REBUILT  YANMAR  27  HP  3GM30F.  Fresh  water 
cooled  diesel,  with  receipts,  measurements,  pic¬ 
tures  and  60  day  guarantee.  $3,500  (replacement 
cost  is  $6,750).  (415)777-0450. 


USED  BOAT  STUFF:  masts,  sails,  booms,  an¬ 
chors,  chain,  winches,  cleats,  blocks,  through- 
hulls,  shaft  logs,  props,  heat  exchangers,  out¬ 
board  motors,  tanks,  lights,  electronics,  pedes¬ 
tals,  wheels,  bow  pulpits,  stainless  rails,  deck 
hardware,  stoves,  sinks,  heads,  fasteners,  in¬ 
board  motor  w/  outdrive,  and  much  more!  (415) 
332-3774. 

SSB  ICOM  M600  AND  TUNER,  $1 ,200.  Propane 
gas  cylinder,  2.4  gal,  $55.  Charts  entire  coastline 
Bodega  Bay  to  Dana  Point,  Oahu  chart  19359, 
Delta.  $7  each.  (916)  891-4704. 

BOAT  GOODIES!  Onan  diesel  generator,  6.5 
KW,  low  hours,  excellent  condition,  $1,950. 13' 
Banshee  sailboat,  incomplete,  but  new  boat,  $300. 
6  jibs,  good  to  very  good,  luffs  26'  to  32',  $150 
each.  12Type  I  commercial  lifejackets,  $15.  Spin¬ 
naker  pole,  $50.  (510)  653-1724. 

MAX  PROP,  3  blade,  24"  diameterself-feathering 
propeller,  suitable  for  90-130  horsepower  diesels. 
Very  good  condition  (less  than  300  hours).  Cost 
$2,500,  sell  for  $800.  (415)  731-4956  eves. 

TRAILRITE  TRAILER.  Forfixed  keel  sailboats  up 
to  5,000  lbs,  surge  brakes,  tongue  extension  for 
easy  launching.  $2,000.  Kirk  (510)  232-7999. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


BOAT  OR  REMOTE  MULTI-FUEL  HEATERS. 

1 5-42,000  BTUs  hot  air  or  water.  5  models.  Price 
$899  each.  Includes  control  box  and  wiring  har¬ 
ness.  Full  pump  (with  24  volt  models).  Call  for  info 
and  demo.  Accessories  available.  (707)  447-3109. 

PORT  ORFORD  CEDAR,  to  17"  wide  and  22' 
long,  milled  to  your  specifications.  Please  call 
(360)  385-9022. 

'  /  ■ 

NYLON  SAIL  CLOTH.  200  Denier  water  repel¬ 
lent.  1,300  yards  60"  silver  66c  /  yard.  Miscella¬ 
neous  yardage  45",  other  colors,  480 /yard.  Free 
delivery  SF  area.  1 50  gross  nickel  plated  brass  #2 
spur  grommets,  $300.  (415)  381-1532. 

BOAT  BUILDING  SUPPLIES.  Glass  cloth  7781 9 
oz,  satin  weave,  100  plus  yards.  Film  rolls,  2  mil, 
PVAperforated  bleeder,  PVAnon-perforatedpeel. 
Above  5  feet.  Nylon  vacuum  bag,  6y  feet,  bleeder- 
lease  cloth  42"  wide,  wheeled  rack  for  all.  (510) 
601-6776. 

ADVENTURE  CHARTERS.  Come  and  experi¬ 
ence  beautiful  Panama,  Costa  Rica  or  mainland 
Mexico  aboard  the  C  &  C  61  Barbara's  Song. 
Berths  available  for  all  legs  of  this  passage.  For 
info  call  Kurt  (41 5)  435-2074. 


CLUBS /MEMBERSHIPS 


CLUB  NAUTIQUE  unlimited  individual  member¬ 
ship.  1994  ASA  sailing  school  of  the  year.  Great 
instruction,  beginners  through  advanced  offshore. 
Social  activities.  Reciprocal  privileges  Ballena 
Bay  yacht  Club.  41  boats  berthed  Alameda  and 
Sausalito.  $2,950  value.  Asking  $2,000.  Call  Scott 
(415)  728-5389. 


NON-PROFIT 


BAADS,  the  Bay  Area  Association  of  Disabled 
Sailors  offers  safe,  exciting  recreational  opportu¬ 
nities  on  San  Francisco  Bay  for  physically  dis¬ 
abled  sailors  and  able-bodied  volunteers.  No  sail¬ 
ing  experience  necessary;  adaptive  equipment 
available.  Cash  and  other  tax  deductible  dona¬ 
tions  welcome.  (415)  281-0212. 

FREE*  7  WEEK  COURSE,  Sale  Sailing  &  Sea¬ 
manship  by  USCG  Auxiliary.  Mar  12  thru  Apr  30, 
Tues  and  Thurs,  7:30  to  9:30  pm  at  Sausalito 
Cruising  Club.  "Text  books  $20.  Register  on  Mar 
12  or  call  Peter  at  (415)  332-0501.  (Not  for  CG 
license.) 

DONATE  YOUR  BOAT.  SJSU  Sailing  Team,  a 
student-run  and  funded  college  racing  program 
really  needs  the  tax-deductible  donation  of  your 
boat  to  expand  our  program.  Fast  processing,  free 
pick-up.  For  info  call  Sam  at  (415)  962-9488. 

FOR  THE  “KIDS”,  WANTED  BOATS  &  GEAR. 

For  an  IRS  tax  deduction  to  benefit  the  foster 
“KIDS"  at  Project  New  Start,  St.  James  Church.  In 
CA,  (800)  866-KIDS  (5437)  or  (408)  373-5300. 


BERTHS  &  SLIPS 


GAS  HOUSE  COVE:  35-FT  SLIP  for  rent  or 
lease.  Good  protected  location  with  easy  access 
to  shore  and  SF  Bay.  Sunny  and  secure.  Tele¬ 
phone  and  utilities  available.  Rent  for  $220/  month 
or  lease  for  $600/  quarter.  Call  (41 5)  789-8521 . 


CREW 


TRANSATLANTIC  ADVENTURE.  May  1st  St. 

Thomas  -  Azores  -  Spain.  3  cabins  available 
aboard  47'  sailboat.  $115  per  day.  Professional 
charter  boat's  8th  crossing.  A  life  experience  for 
seasoned  sailors.  Call  (809)  690-3181  or  fax  S/V 
Kiss  Curl  (809)  776-4074.  Also  available  for  char¬ 
ter  in  the  Western  Med  this  summer. 


SURPLUS  BOTTOM  BOAT  PAINT 

Hard  red  vinyl  anti-fouling  paint.  Mfg.  Woolsey.  72%  copper. 

Reg.  price:  $1 80/gal.  Our  price  $50/gal. 

Also  black  vinyl  and  other  mfg.  available.  Ablading  paint,  50%  copper,  $50/gal. 

Primer  &  other  epoxies.  $1 0-$1 5/gal.  Polyurethane.  $20/gal.  (41 5)  588-4678 

MARINE  SURVEYOR  Serving  the  Bay  and  Delta  Areas 

JOHN  HALLANDER,  P.E. 

•  Sail  and  Power  •  Fiberglass,  wood,  metal  •  40  years  experience 
•  Free  phone  consultation  •  No  travel  charge  •  24-hr  service  available 

Pt.  Richmond  (510)  237-8412  Bethel  Island  (510)  684-3454 

Dennis  Daly  Diving  *  Electrical  /  Installations  &  Repairs 

(510)  849-1766  f  Hull  Maintenance  •  Rigging  •  Surveys  • 

"Mobile  Marine  Service"  Svstems  Installations  •  Fine  Woodworkinq 

JOIN  the  NEPTUNE  SOCIETY  of  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 

1-800-445-3551 

For  simple  cremation  services. 

*  Free  phone  consultation. 

YACHT  DELIVERY 

Sail  or  Power  •  C.L.  Davidson  &  Associates 

P.O.  Box  10742,  Zephyr  Cove,  NV  89448 

Office  (702)  588-5352  •  Fax:  (702)  588-1957 

HARRIET'S  SAIL  REPAIR 
2041  Taylor  St.  S.F.  94133 

771  -  8427 

\\---\  s  \nn 

\  \~I\  HULL  MAINTENANCE  „  *  Ct&tJV,l 

■  (510)  071-2026 

8®-  "CLEAN  BOTTOM  S  ARE  rZgG&Z/Setnom  1"  ***** 

ATTENTION  BOATERS! 

Spend  200  days  a  year  boating  as  part  of  your  job!  $2,000  -  $5,000  per  month  residual  income  is 
possible  within  12  months.  You  must  be  self-motivated  and  have  a  desire  to  succeed! 

Free  audio/video  and  complete  information  package.  800-927-2527,  ext.  4006 
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NEED  A  BREAK?  Do  you  like  adventure/travel? 
Want  to  get  away  for  6-1 2  months  &  love  to  sail? 
Are  you  female  25-35  yrs  old  &  like  to  enjoy  life 
without  drugs  and  alcohol?  I’m  34,  fit,  non  smok¬ 
ing,  DWM  who  values  happiness.  We  will  be 
cruising  on  my  45'  catamaran;  departure  date  & 
destinations  . . .  Well,  let’s  talk  about  it.  If  inter¬ 
ested,  please  send  letter  &  photo:  P.O.  Box  441 , 
Hobe  Sound,  FL  33475.  ^ 

HONOLULU  TO  TEL  AVIV,  slow  passage  via 
South  Pacific  and  Indian  Ocean.  Interested  in 
female  crew  aged  35-45  witfxno  current  experi¬ 
ence  in  addictions  of  any  kind.  Sense  of  humor 
essential.  Sailing  experience  desired,  and  Igck  of 
motion  sickness  a  plus.  Vessel  is  Cheoy  Lee 
Clipper  48,  double  headsail  ketch,  with  woman- 
friendly  toys,  e.g.  microwave,  hot  showers,  heat¬ 
ing  and  the  usual  male  accessories,  e.g.  radar, 
SSB,  GPS,  computer.  Captain  is  experienced, 
multilingual,  romantic,  Israeli,  existentialist  and 
academic  who  adores  women,  loves  the  sea  and 
writes  poetry.  Will  be  departing  approximately 
March  30,  1996  for  French  Polynesia.  Please 
respond  to  Dr.  Rafael,  P.O.B.  90668,  Honolulu, 
Hawaii  96835.  Your  photo  near  water  (Evian?) 
appreciated. 

FORMER  SAILOR,  NOW  WITH  LONG-RANGE 

trawler  &  kayak  lying  in  Honolulu,  plans  cruise  to 
Seattle  -  Alaska  -  Baja  beginning  in  May  '96. 1  am 
SWM,  56,  6',  190  lb,  a  backpacker,  bicycler, 
kayaker,  etc.  You  are  active  outdoors  type  with 
deep  love  of  nature  and  wilderness,  with  IQ  greater 
than  your  weight,  and  time  available.  Dave  (808) 
946-1990. 

TOO  TALL  (5'8“)  EX-STEEPLECHASE  JOCKEY 

seeks  trans-Pacific  crew  position  May  -  August, 
1996.  Experience:  trans-Atlantic,  celestial/con¬ 
ventional  navigation,  traditional  rigs  (gaff),  wood 
working  (West  System).  Degreed,  fluent  Italian, 
Swiss  German.  Doesn't  eat  much!  Bernard  (919) 
512-6536;  (704)  873-5344. 


PROPERTY  SALE /RENT 


WATERFRONT  LIVING  ATITS  BEST!  Spacious, 
dramatic,  contemporary.  Serene  views  and  pri¬ 
vate  dock.  Three  large  bedrooms,  3  full  baths, 
open  kitchen/family  room.  $299,000.  Call  Suzanna 
Anderson  at  Coldwell  Banker  (415)  721-4725. 

FOR  RENT;  CRUISE  SAN  JUAN  &  CHANNEL 

Islands.  Beautifully  furnished  waterfront  home.  3 
bedrooms,  3  baths,  fireplace,  etc.  Deep  Cove 
area  just  north  of  Victoria.  Includes  50'  dock  and, 
if  qualified,  use  of  a  47  foot  Perry  ketch.  Available 
May  thru  October,  1996.  $3,500  US/month.  Call 
(702)  831-8370  or  write  P.O.  Box  6225,  Incline 
Village,  NV  89450. 

SECLUDEDRIVER  RANCH.  Mountain  lodgestyle 
home  needs  completion  but  very  comfortable. 
42+  acres  bordering  government  lands.  Private 
sandy  beach  on  river,  2  hours  from  SF  Bay  in 
Mendocino  County.  Owner  can  finance  and  will 
consider  some  trades.  Sell  all  ($310,000)  or  part¬ 
nership  ($85,000)  —  or  make  offer.  Roger  Perry 
(415)  331-5251. 


JOBS  WANTED 


EAGER  SAILOR  SEEKS  CREWING  JOB  on  the 

Bay.  Some  small  boat  racing  experience,  and 
anxious  to  leam  more.  Available  May  through 
August  weekdays  or  weekends.  Energetic, friendly 
female  college  student.  Experienced  in  dealing 
with  public  (fluent  in  French).  Call  Jessica  (617) 
352-7668. 

EXPERIENCED  BLUE-WATER  CRUISER  seeks 
employment  opportunity  in  a  marine/boating/sail¬ 
ing,  etc.  related  business  in  US  and/or  overseas. 
High  achiever  with  exceptional  analytical,  sales, 
human  resources  and  communications  skills.  T op 
performer  in  marketing/sales,  consulting  and 
management.  Bill  Rehm  (415)  424-1670.  Fax:  cl 
o  Pat  Morrin  (510)  226-2220. 


I  HAVE  LOFTED,  BUILT  4  BOATS  OF  WOOD, 

scaled  to  model  size.  I  am  presently  building  a  full 
size  dory.  Lofting,  building  model  size  is  a  cheap 
way  to  leam  lofting.  $5  per  hour.  John  Meeks 
(408)475-5896. 

EXPERIENCED  WOODWORKER  AVAILABLE 

for  all  types  of  boat  repairs.  Hatches,  doors,  win¬ 
dows,  replaced/repaired.  Deck,  thru-hull  fittings, 
heads,  bilge  pumps,  lights  installed.  Wood  hull 
and  deck  surfaces  renewed/vamished.  Bottoms 
cleaned  and  coated.  Some  mechanical  work. 
References.  John  Shinnick  (415)  824-1278. 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


SAILING  INSTRUCTORS.  Club  Nautique,  SF 
Bay’s  largest  and  best  sailing  school,  having  the 
Bay's  newest  fleet,  is  actively  seeking  sailing 
instructors.  Successful  applicants  will  have  exten¬ 
sive  sailing  experience  and  communications  skills. 
USCG  license  necessary.  David  (510)  865-4700. 

SAILING  INSTRUCTORS!!  Join  the  team  of  25 
professionals  at  OCSC  San  Francisco  Bay.  Best 
teaching  and  sailing  location,  the  J-24  as  a  teach¬ 
ing  platform,  well  organized  syllabuses  and  cur¬ 
riculum  support,  great  clubhouse  and  classroom. 
There  are  only  three  students  per  class  and  certi¬ 
fication  standards  that  make  you  proud  to  be  an 
instructor.  Exciting  work,  motivated  students  and 
a  great  team  atmosphere.  We  have  a  fleet  of  40 
boats  from  24  to  44  feet  and  teach  a  full  range  of 
courses  from  Basic  to  Offshore.  If  you  love  teach¬ 
ing,  have  well-rounded  sailing  and  seamanship 
skills  and  have  a  Coast  Guard  License  or  are 
willing  to  acquire  one,  give  us  a  call  at  (510)  843- 
4200  and  ask  for  Rich.  , 

SAILING  INSTRUCTORS.  Tradewinds,  the  old¬ 
est  sailing  school  in  Northern  California  is  looking 
for  experienced  sailing  instructors  w/  strong  sail¬ 
ing  orientation.  Part  time,  top  pay.  Send  resume 
to:  1230  Brickyard  Cove  Rd.,  Suite  100,  Pt.  Rich¬ 
mond,  CA  94801 . 


FLORIDA  KEYS  CHARTER  COMPANY  needs 
representatives.  20%  commission  and  free  sail¬ 
ing.  For  details  send  S.A.S.E.  to  J.  Chalker,  5800 
Overseas  Hwy.,  Ste.  35-141,  Marathon,  FL  33050. 

WANTED:  USCG  LICENSED  CAPTAINS  with 
100T  masters  and  sail  endorsement  to  operate 
inspected  charter  boat.  Must  know  the  Bay  and  be 
an  excellent  sailor.  Also  seeking  qualified  senior 
deck  hands.  (2)  positions  available.  Full/part  time. 
Start  March  1st.  Please  leave  name  and  number 
(415)  864-0899. 

OCSC  IS  HIRING  entry  level  and  skilled  mainte¬ 
nance  positions.  Sailing  benefits.  Pay  $5-$9  per 
hour.  Call  Glenn  at  (510)  843-4200. 

SAILING  INSTRUCTORS  WANTED  ...  for  the 

1 996  Sailing  Season ...  Part  time,  flexible  sched¬ 
ules.  Good  pay  and  free  boat  usage . . .  Call  Bob 
at  Spinnaker  Sailing  School,  Redwood  City.  (41 5) 
363-1390. 

SMALL  BOAT  SAILING  INSTRUCTORS  wanted 
. . .  for  the  '96  season ...  Part  time,  weekends, 
eves  . . .  Prior  teaching  experience  a  must . . . 
Good  pay  and  free  use  of  boats . . .  Call  Rich  at 
(415)  363-1390  or  (415)  965-7474. 

103'SQUARETOPSAIL  KETCH,  Hawaiian  Chief¬ 
tain  is  now  accepting  applications  for  various  full¬ 
time  liveaboard  positions,  as  well  as  volunteer 
positions.  We  offer  sail  training,  enviromental  edu¬ 
cation  and  a  variety  of  public  and  private  day 
charters  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  from  April  thru 
October.  In  the  winter  we  tour  numerous  Southern 
California  ports.  Please  forward  resume  to:  Attn. 
Alina  J.  McIntyre,  Hawaiian  Chieftain,  3020 
Bridgeway,  Suite  266,  Sausalito,  CA  94965  or 
phone  (415)  331-3214. 


BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 


ESTABLISHED  CHARTER  COMPANY,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  a  management  and  training  com¬ 
pany,  seek  five  28'  -  44'  sailboats  in  Morro  Bay  for 
guaranteed  income  (mid-week  only)  for  team  build¬ 
ing  charters  with  USGC  skippers.  (41 5)  499-7707. 


NIGHT  VISION!  GET  the  BEST  for  $299 

We've  seen  these  immensely  popular  units  advertised  for  $699. 

Call  Alpha  at  617-639-8488  to  get  the  US's  best  selling  binocular, 
night  vision  electronics  at  factory-direct  prices.  Why  pay  more? 

GET  JUICED! 

Always  have  plenty  of  fruits  &  veggies  aboard-In  Cap¬ 
sules!  Great  Bus.Op.too!  Call  1-800-RX-WELLNES 

viAi  isi  cseisc  stcvEr 

PHYSICAL  INSPF.CTIONS,  OIL  ANALYSIS,  PROMPT  REPORTS 
LITIGATION  &  3RD  PARTY  OPINIONS 

MECHANICAL  &  ELECTRICAL  FAILURE  ANALYSIS 

510-522-7300,  CRAIG  WOOSTER 

itflljb.  Deliveries  •  Offshore  Instruction 

jSS$  %  30' -  150' Power/Sail  s. 

&  Captains  and/or  Crew 

Wkftjg  Licensed  •  Terms  Flexible 

Pacific  Yachting  800-374-2626  or  408-423-SAIL 

/"IN  EAST  BAY  SAIL  CLEANING 

/  J  PV  One  week  on  sail  repairs. 

rz'^njj  K  Free  estimates. 

\  Bogart-Goring  Sailmaker 

JP  (510)523-9011 

YACHT  REPAIR 

Fiberglass  and  Blister  Repair  •  Decks  Repaired  •  Rigging  •  Expert  Paint  &  Varnish 

21  Years  Experience  •  Discount  on  All  Materials  •  Reasonable  Rates 

415-331-9850 

WINTER  YACHT  INSPECTION 

Too  busy  to  keep  a  proper  eye  on  your  boat?  Let  me  do  it  for  you.  Overall 
condition,  mooring  lines,  run  engine,  etc.  Signed  check  list  mailed  after 
each  inspection.  Marin,  San  Francisco,  Richmond 

Glenn  Mever  -  Mature/Reliable  (415)  453-5689 

SIGNS  GRAPHICS  ^  WOODCARVING 

PETER  KAHL  STUDIO  ARQUES  SHIPYARD  SAUSALITO  415-332-6608 

Don 't  miss  Z9  's  April  Crew  List  Parties: 

^  April  2  at  the  Richmond  Yacht  Club 

April  4  at  the  Corinthian  Yacht  Club 


6  pm  -  9  pm,  $5  admission 

Call  Latitude  3S>  (415)  3&3-&200  for  info  and  directions 
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EXPERIENCE  -  UNSURPASSED  SERVICE 
SUPERIOR  DRYING  WEATHER  ■  CONVENIENCE 


We  service  boats  up  to  60  feet  and  35  tons. 

All  new  boat  stands-no  spots! 

UNSURPASSED  SERVICE 

Here’s  what  one  customer  had  to  say  about  us. 
Ladd’s  Marina. .  “did  everything  they  said  they 
would  do,  on  schedule  and  at  a  fair  price.  In  this 
day  and  age  of  mediocrity  and  lack  of  customer 
service ,  Ladd’s  Marina  is  a  refreshing  change.  See 
you  at  my  next  haul-out.  ” 

Ron  Richey  of  Sacramento 

EXPERIENCE 

Ladd’s  has  been  in  business  for  over  40  years 
with  only  two  owners  in  that  time.  We  are  here 
today  and  we  will  be  here  whenever  you  need  us. 


We  use  high  quality, 
state-of-the-art 
Gel  Strip  products. 


me. 


STATE-OF-THE-ART-TECHNOLOGY 

gel  coat  removal 

•  Complete  range  of  blister  repairs 

•  Up  to  4  free  months  of  drying  time 

•  European-developed  and  proven  techniques 

•  Minimum  of  20  dry  mils  of  epoxy  resin 

•  Maximum  3%  Sovereign  scale  reading 

•  5-YEAR  LIMITED  WARRANTY -We  are  so  confident 

<  / 

of  our  wort  that  if  you  experience  bottom  failure  we 
will  repeel  and  rebarrier  at  no  charge! 

CONVENIENT 

•  We  will  pick  up  or  deliver  you  and/or  your  boat. 
Ask  for  details. 

•  Located  on  the  San  Joaquin  River  at  Buckley 
Cove,  Stocktori.  Our  arid  valley  location  results 
in  superior  drying! 
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(209)477-9521  or  call  toll-free 

4911  March  Lane  West  •  Stockton,  CA  95219 

(800)  895' 


Ni  Orsi 


Allen  Bonnifield 
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DIESEL  FUEL  FILTERING 

The  Original  Since  1989  ~  Fully  Insured 


Process  scrubs;  polishes;  removes  algae,  dirt, 
sludge,  rust  and  foreign  particulate 
from  diesel  fuel  and  flushes  tank. 

Your  berth  or  boat  yard...- 
(510)  521-6797  Fax:  (510)  521-3309 


EXPERT  MARINE  POWER  SYSTEMS 
GUARANTEED  BY  JA£K  BABBUJMB1NE 


□  EXPERT  SYSTEMS  for  seamless  electrical  power 
integration  aobard  any  vessel! 

Many  combinations  of:  □  Zero-care  Ampair  Wind  Genera¬ 
tors,  □  New,  more  powerful,  less  expensive  Solar  Panels,  □ 
Perfectly  matched  high  power  Engine  Alternator  Systems,  □ 
Zero  maintenance  gel  battery  banks,  □  AC  inverters,  digital 
energy  monitors. 

□  PLUSTHE  TECHNICAL  KNOWLEDGETO  INTEGRATE 
THEM  ALL! 

For  16  page  Independent  Energy  catalog  write: 

Jack  Rabbit  Marine 

425  Fairfield  Ave.,  Stamford,  CT  06902 

(203)  961-8133  •  Fax  (203)  358-9250 

anytime 


KILIAN  &  PROPELLER 

2418  Teagarden  Street  •  San  Leandro,  CA  94577 

Repairing  and  repitching  of  ALL  brands  and  makes 

Distributor  of  Michigan  Wheel  Corporation 
(Outboard,  Sterndrive,  and  Inboard  Propellers,  also  sales  for  Martec  and  PowerTec.) 

Owner  Tim  Kilian,  former  manager  of  Pitchometer  Propeller  Co. 

Third  generation  in  the  propeller  business,  proudly  offering 
over  70  years  of  combined  knowledge  and  expertise. 

(510)  614-0596 

Fax  (510)  614-0689 


SEA  THE  FINEST! 

JOIN  OUR  PRESTIGIOUS 
FLEET  OF  BOAT  DONORS! 

The  California  Maritime  Academy  provides  unparal¬ 
leled  boating  and  sailing  programs,  and  is  the  direct 
beneficiary  of  the  boat  acquisition  program  operated  by 
the  California  Maritime  Academy  Foundation. 

Utilizing  the  waters  of  the  Carquinez  Straits  and  San 
Francisco  Bay,  C.M.A.  welcomes  vessels  of  all  types, 
marine  equipment,  and  training  aids. 

The  California  Maritime  Academy  Foundation  re¬ 
ceives  no  government  support.  Your  TAX  DEDUCT¬ 
IBLE  CONTRIBUTIONS  will  be  used  for  demonstration 
and  as  training  aids,  or  will  be  sold  to  advance  the 
instructional  program. 

DONATE  YOUR  VESSEL  TO  THE 
CALIFORNIA  MARITIME  ACADEMY! 

For  additional  information  and  free  brochure,  call  or  write: 
CALIFORNIA  MARITIME  ACADEMY  FOUNDATION, INC. 
P.O.  Box  327 

Vallejo,  ca  94590  Joanne  Cech  1  -800-472-2623 


ATLANTIC  4  8  ™ 

ALSO  THE  NEW  ATLAN TIC  4  2  ™ 


PERFORMANCE  THAT'S  MILES  AHEAD 


CHRIS  WHITE  DESIGNS 


5  SMITH'S  WAY ,  S.  DARTMOUTH,  MA  02748 
TEL:  508-636-6111  FAX:  508-636-6110 


LIST  MARINE  INC. 


"Complete  Marine  Engine  Service" 

•  We  service  all  makes  S[!§Dpr|f  inc 

•  New,  used  &  rebuilt  engines  VATwrt 

•  Dockside  facilities  Universal 

•  Mobile  service  trucks  ffrdjMBsfl 

UfJWj  f^KrWESTERBEKE 

(415)  332-5478  PO  Box  2008,  Sausalito,  CA  94966 
Adjacent  to  Schdonmaker  Pt.  Marina 
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Sea  Star  Yachting  Products 

1 120  Ballena  Blvd.,  Suite  B 
Alameda,  CA  94501 


Tinker 


(510)  814-0471  /  (800)  410-5297 


“NEW  -  Inshore 
and  Offshore  Life¬ 
boats  with  Auto 
Inflation! 


TRY  OUT  A  TINKER  -  CALL  AHEAD 

Showroom  hours:  Every  Day  10:00  a.m.-5:00  p.m. 


. row  it 

. sail  it 

.power  it 
...survive 
....stow  it 


•  Fair  Prices  •  24-Hour  Security  •  Quality  Guaranteed  Work  • 
•  Marine  Ways  &  Lift  ~  Boats  to  65-ft.  • 

•  We  Specialize  in  Wood,  Fiberglass  and  Steel  • 
Do-It-Yourselfers  Welcome 

(415)  824-8597 

"ONE  CALL  DOES  IT  ALL" 


MARINE  METALWORK 


Fabrication  &  Installation 

•  Safety  Rails  and  Stanchions 

•  Radar  Mounts  &  Arches 

•  22  Years  Experience 

1924  Willow  St,  {at  Clement)  co*  nQCC 

Alameda,  CA  94501  »  UJ  Den-babb 


\  1500  SAILS 

•STORM  JIBS 

\  INSTOCK! 

•  TRYSAILS 

•  CRUISING  SPINNAKERS 

•  SPINNAKER  SOCKS 

J\  ALL  KINDS 

•  MAINS 

T  \  NEW  AND  USED 

♦ GENOAS 

pA  FULLY  GUARANTEED 

•  ROLLER  FURLERS 

; 

^  The  largest  selection  of  Quality  Off-The-Shelf 

1  ! 


Sails  available.  FAST  AND  ECONOMICAL! 
Select  from  our  warehouse  inventory  now.  All 
new  sails  come  with  a  2  year  written  warran¬ 
ty.  Used  Sails  are  fully  guaranteed  for  fit  and 
condition.  CALL  FOR  A  FREE  CATALOG 


THE  SAIL  WAREHOUSE 

Ph.(408)646-5346  Fax  (408)  646-5958  E5 
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♦  TIP  OF  THE  MONTH  ♦ 


Use  Chafe  Guards 
When  Replacing  Your 
Old  Docklines 


Westwind 

Mobile  Yacht  Care 

Wash  Programs  ♦  Wax  Programs 
♦  Maid  Service  Programs 
♦  Bottom  Cleaning  Programs 
♦  Wood  Maintenance  Programs 


Let  Westwind  Handle  The  Details 


THE  'PATTI  ANN'  IS  FOR  SALE 

38'  CUSTOM  STEEL 
TUG/TRAWLER,  1991. 

Rugged,  seakindly, 
comfortable  liveaboard. 
Lotsa  electronics,  single 
diesel,  bow  thruster. 

Asking  $  1 95,000/ Offers 


KENSINGTON  YACHT  &  SHIP  BROKERS 

(510)865-1777  •  (415)332-1707 


"Camouflage",  1983  Geraghty-built  FRERS  45'.  Updated  Alan 
Andrews  keel  and  rudder.  $25,000  spent  five  years  ago  on  new  drive 
train  and  bunk  conversion  from  pipe  berths.  Another  $25,000 spent 
just  before  Big  Boat,  1995.  11/95  survey.  Hull,  deck,  poles:  carbon 
fiber,  Kevlar,  Divinicell.  T  umingblocks  the  size  of  ukuleles,  hydraulic 
main  outhaul  and  backstay.  Mechanical  vang.  Trimble  GPS,  SSB, 
VHF,  Sailcomp,  B&G  390s  with  new  repeaters,  depth  gauge,  single 
piece  tapered  Sparcraft  mast  with  triple  spreaders  and  rod  rigging, 
new  foam  and  canvas  9/95,  brand  new  Kevlar  main,  new  Spectra 
lines,  has  BOTH  wheel  and  tiller.  Perkins  4154,  low  hours. 

HUGE  racing  history:  Kenwood,  Lipton,  Ahmanson,  Big  Boat 
winner  twice:  1983  and  again  in  1995.  A  famous,  top-of-the-line,  no 
compromise,  world-class  effort,  available  at  6%  of  former  owner's 
investment.  Go  in  BBS,  terrorize  the  beer  cans  or  add  refrigeration 
and  go  cruising.  (415)  789-5059  or  (415)  954-8349.  Berthed  at 
Schoonmaker  in  Sausalito.  $51,000  firm.  Ranch  equipment  and 
trades  considered. 

^  -  - . .  -  -  - 


DON'T  BUY  OR  CHARTER 
A  CATAMARAN!! 

...until  you've  seen  "Cruising 
Catamarans."  Writer-host  Rod  Gibbons, 
author  of  US's  #1  bestselling  cruising- 
cat  book,  provides  an  'insider's'  video 
view  of  numerous  brands:  dockside  & 
under  sail.  Compare  designs,  layouts. 
Discover  things  brokers  don't  reveal! 
Satisfaction  guaranteed.  (90-minute, 
color,  $39.95  +  $3  s/h.  Credit  cards  or 
US  funds  only.) 

CRUISING  CATS  USA 
2099  Grand  St. 

Alameda,  CA  94501 
(510)  814-0251,  fax  (510)  814-8765 
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AD  INDEX  -  cont'd 


Quest  Yachts . 79 

Raiatea  Carenage . 170 

Railmakers . 183 

Ralph's  Sailboat  Services .  18 

Richmond  Boat  Works . 38 

Richmond  Marina  Bay .  147 

Richmond  Yacht  Service . 77 

Ronstan  Sailboat  &  Industrial 

Systems . 157 

Rudigers  New  Life  Sails . 39 

SAMS . 77 

Sail  California . 22,23 

Sail  Exchange . 64 

Sail  Warehouse,  The .  183 

Sailing  Singles . 146 

Sailrite  Kits . 115 

Salmon  Harbor . 63 


San  Francisco  Boat  Works . 8 

San  Leandro  Marina  .  17 

Sanford-Wood . 25 

Sausalito  Yacht  Brokerage  ..  188 

Sausalito  Yacht  Club . 24 

Scanmar  Marine  Products . 77 

Schoonmaker  Point  Marina  .  1 36 

Scullion,  Jack  D.,  Yacht 

Services . 61 

Sea  Star 

Yachting  Products . 183 

Seabreeze  Ltd . 61 

Seapower . 64 

Seaward  Pacific . 51 

Sierra  Childrens  Home .  16 

Signet . 1 7,  25 


Simple  Sailors . 59 

Ski  Sail  National 

Championships . 18 

Small  Boat  Racing  Assoc .  32 

Sobstad  Sails . 35 

Society  of  Accredited 

Marine  Surveyors  . 77 

South  Beach  Harboi  . 21 

Sparky  Marine  Electrics .  1 37 

Spinlock . 80 

Spinnaker  Sailing  of 

Redwood  City . 71 

Spinnaker  Shop,  The .  8 

Spurs . 28 

St.  James  Church . 1 28 

Starbuck  Canvas  Works .  30 


Stockdale  Marine 

&  Navigation  Center .  31 

Sunsail  Charters . 137 

Sutter  Sails . 30 

Svendsen's  Boat  Works  ...  36,37 

TAP  Plastics . 115 

Thomas  &  Associates,  Ed . 69 

Tinker  Inflatables . 183 

Tradewinds  Sailing  Center  66,68 

Trimble  Navigation . 72 

Triple  C  Boat  Products .  71 

UC  Berkeley  Extension .  75 

UK  Sailmakers . 45 

Uni-Solar . 109 

Valiant  Yachts  . 39 

Vallejo  Marina  . 133 


Vessel  Assist . 133 

Voyager  Marine . 13 

Wafermaker  Store,  The . 58 

Waypoint . 65 

West  Marine . 81 

Westwind  Precision  Details  .  1 84 

Whale  Point  Marine . 26 

White  Designs,  Chris .  1 82 

Wichard  . 63 

Woolsey/Z»Spar  Paints  .  1 08 

WoodenBoat  Magazine .  129 

X-Yachts . 79 

Yacht  'Camouflage1 . 1 84 

Yacht  'Tayana  55'  . 185 

Yacht  Racing  Association  ....  1 21 

'Yachting  Center,  The .  19 

Yachts  and  Services  Ltd .  59 

Yachtsavers . 109 
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(415)  332-2060 

’YACHT  SAL ES  FaX  332'2067 

1306  BRIDGEWAY,  SAUSALITO,  CA  94965 


HI- VISIBILITY  LOCATION  FOR  30  YEARS.  BOATS  SELL  AT  OUR  DOCKS. 


40'  IRWIN  Equipped  for  cruising. 
$30k  upgrades.  $48,500/0ffers. 


35’  STEEL  SLOOP  English-built, 
loaded  w/quality  gear.  Try  $26,500. 


33'  VANGUARD  by  Pearson.  Ful 
keel  cruiser.  Yanmar  aux.,  dodger, 
windlass,  cust.  walnutinter.  $23,500. 


37'  FISHER.  Quality  aft-cabin  mo- 
torsailer.  Loaded.  $79,900/offers. 


34' WELLS  KETCH  Teak/oak  Perkins 
aux.  Bay/offshorecruiser.  $35,000. 


27'  ERICSON  Diesel  aux. ,  wheel  steer¬ 
ing,  self-tailing  winches.  Atourdocks. 

Only  asking  $  1 3,000. 


&%*.£&  ‘Sec£tuit6.  YACHT  SALES 


Exclusive  West  Coast 
Agent  for  New 


TRADITIONAL  SERIES 
CHRISTINA  SERIES 
INDEPENDENCE 

TRAWLERS 


38’  HC  Traditional  -  1980  Full  keel,  2 
staterm.,new  upholstery,  many  upgrades 
and  new  equip., Heart  Inverter,  Avon  &  outbd. 
Won't  last  longl  Priced  toselll . $94,500. 


1985  HC  38'  Traditional  -  Cutter  rig, 
electronics,  windvane,  teak  canvas  covers, 
Ready  to  go  and  motivated  buyer.  ...$  1 34,000 


36'  Pearson  Sloop  1 986  -  Yanmar  Dsl . 
Sleeps  7,  Roller  furl.,  Auto  helm,  Elec. 
windless.  Bristol  Condition!  ....$69,000 


Sups 

Available! 


41’  HANS  CHRISTIAN  '86  -  Pert,  keel  bristol 
2  head  layout,  Electronics,  custom  installa- 
tions.  Cruise  equipped.  Value  at  $175.000 


38'  HC  T  raditlonal  -  Pert  .Cruiser  1 987 
A  "10"  in  all  respectsl  Cruise  ready  w/top 
equipment,  custom  items,  reduced  l$1 52,500 
HC  38'  Trad — .4  from  $94,500 
HC  38'  MkII...3  from  $109,500 

HC39'PH . 2 from  $139,500 

HC  41'  Trad...2  from  $170,000 
HC  43' Trad...2  from  $135,000 

HC  44'  PH . 3  from  $219,000 

HC  48'  Trad.  Ketch.. ..$295, 000 
Lord  Nelson  41'  Cutter  $149 ,000 
Lord  Nelson  37'  Tug....$l  24,500 
Falmouth  22'  Cutter  PC  $29,900 
Bristol  27'  Sloop..... — .$11,500 
Yorktown  39'  1979...~.$48,500 
C  &  L  Peterson  36' $29,000 


Northern  California  Office: 

2021  Alaska  Packer  Place,  Box  12 
Alameda  94501  (510)  523-2203 
Facsimile _ (510)  523-2204 


Southern  California  Office: 

101  Shipyard  Way,  Suite  J 
Newport  Beach  (714)  675-9352 
^(714^67^5W 


DONATE  YOUR  BOAT 
TO  SEA  SCOUTS 


POWER  OR  SAIL 

•  YOUR  DONATION  IS  TAX- 
OEDUCTIBLL  LET  US  SHOW 
YOU  THE  ATTRACTIVE  VALUE 
ANISEED)  TRANSFER  THAT 
WE  CAN  ARRANGE. 

•  ELIMINATE  BROKER  FEES, 
ADVERTISING  AND  BERTHING. 

•  HELP  INSTILL  THE  LOVE  OF  THE 
SEA  AND  BOATING  INTO  THE 
YOUTH  WHO  PARTICIPATE  IN 
SEA  SCOUTING.  SEA  SCOUTS 
ARE  LOOKING  FOR  ANY  CRAFT, 
POWER  OR  SAIL,  IN 
SERVICEABLE  CONDITION. 

•  1995  TAX  DEDUCTION 


TAYANA  55 


Launched  in  1991. 
Immaculate.  Fast. 


Short  hand  set  up  with 
electric  furling  and  winches. 
Located  in  Channel  Islands,  CA. 

Offered  by  owner. 

For  details  and  appointment,  call 

(805)  984-5964. 
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For  Sale 
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The  UC  Department  of  Athletics  and  Recreational 
Sports  is  seeking  motor  and  sailing  vessels  for  our 
instructional  and  recreational  programs.  Your  tax 
deductible  donation  will  be  handled  quickly  and 
efficiently.  You  will  be  able  to  quickly  eliminate 
insurance,  berthing  and  advertising  fees.  Donating 
your  boat  to  will  greatly  assist  us  in  advancing 
our  many  low-cost,  high  quality  programs  on  the  Bay. 

For  more  information , 

Please  contact  Robert  Anderson 

510-642-8556 


USA  17 


Designed  by  Farr  and  built  by 
Cookson  in  1991 .  Comes  with  lots  of  sails, 

j  IllfeS,:."  ■■■•& 

Best  Offer. 


GIVE  YOUR  BOAT  A  HOME 
WITH  THE  SCOUTS 


For  more  than  60  years  we  have  provided  the  educational 
instruction  of  seamanship  and  the  fun  of  sailing  and 
motorboating  to  thousands  of  Sea  Scouts  and  Boy  Scouts 
during  our  programs.  In  order  to  maintain  our  programs, 
additional  boats  are  always  needed!  If  you  live  in  the 
Northern  California  area  and  would  like  to  give  your  sail 
or  power  boat  a  new  home,  contact: 

Bob  Dillard  at  1-800-231-7963 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Council  •  Boy  Scouts  of  America 

~  Donations  are  Tax  Deductible  ~ 


RALLENA  RAY 
tachTbrokers 

ATTENTION:  SAILORS  NOW  ON  THE  INTERNET!!! 

Visit  our  home  page  on  the  World  Wide  Web  •  http://www.trowlers.com  •  FREE  z 
Cruising  soil  listingsArawlers.  Download  our  cruising  dictionary  English,  Spanish,  French  * 


BUG 


46'  ISLAND  TRADER  M/S,  1981-87 

Liveaboard/world  cruiser.  Ketch  rig.  2  from  $11 5,000. 


45'  FREEDOM,  1989 

World  cruiser,  only  one  on  (oast. 


37.5' HUNTER  LEGEND,  1987 


35'  PEARSON  ALBERG,  1964 


Beautiful,  roomy  liveaboard,  well  maintained.  Cruised  elver  40,000  miles,  well  equipped,  ready  to  go. 


1150  Ballena  Blvd.,  Suite  121,  Alameda,  CA  94501  •  (510)  865-8600  •  Fax  (510)  865-5560 
_ e-mail:  trawlers@ix.netcom.tom  •  http://www.trawlers.tom _ 
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(415) 

331-0533 

Fax 

(415) 

331-1642 


YACHT  SALES,  INC. 


308 

Harbor 

Drive 

Sausalito,  CA 

94965 


Lager  Yacht  Brokerage  Corp. 


JOHN  BAIER  •  CRAIG  SHIPLEY  •  BRUCE  WHITE  •  GREG  GARDELLA 


FREEDOM  45, 1989 

$274,000  •  JOHN  BAIER/GREG  GARDELLA 


FISHER25, 1975,  Greg  Gardella . $35,900  WESTSAIL  39, 1981,  Greg  Gardella . $115,000 

BRISTOL  35 . $49,900  MORGAN  41,1 979,  Greg  Gardella . $72,900 

FANTASIA35, 1977,  John  Baier . $44,900  COLUMBIA  45, 1973,  Greg  Gardella . $54,000 

SANTANA  35, 1979,  Greg  Gardella . $33,900  VAGABOND  47 . CALL 

ERICSON  38, 1982,  Craig  Shipley . $62,000  AMEL  53, 1989,  John  Baier . $349,000 


sue 

NET 


Open  Boat  Weekend  at  Oceanic  Feb.  17-18 


PREMIER  (415)  495-5335 

YArETTQAT  EQ  Fax (415)495-5375 

YAL.Pl  1  bALLb  (415)  495-KEEL 

WAYNE  MOSKOW,  Broker 

T"eEmbarcadero  at  Pier 40 'South  Beach  Harbor*  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


POWER  AND  SAIL  LISTINGS  WANTED 

HomePage:  WWW.  Boatnet  •  E-Mail:  PremierYts@aol.com 
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36'  Islander,  1978 

Perkins  diesel,  CNG  stove, 
roller  furling,  ST  winches. 
$39,500. 


30'  Islander  Sloop,  1985* 

Roller  furling,  dodger,  new 
bottom,  wheel. 

Asking  $31,000. 

*  At  Our  Docks 


45'  Explorer,  1978* 

Aft  cabin,  aft  cockpit  cruising 
cutter  loaded  with  cruising  gear. 
$119,000. 

SELECTED  SAIL 

*35'  Bristol .  $45,000 

33'  Roughwater  Cutter,  '76 . $37,000 

32'  Endeavour  Sloop,  '79 .  $29,900 

SELECIEILEQfflEB 

59'  Custom  MY,  '85 .  $625,000 

*46'  Bestways  MY,  '86 .  $169,000 

*44’  Gulfstar  MY,  '78 .  $144,500 

**40'  Silverton40X  Express,  '90  ...  $89,000 

*38'  Bayliner,  '87 . $89,900 

37'  Trojan  Express  1 1  Meter,  '85  $94,500 

36'  Uniflight,  '69 .  $49,000 

*34'  Silverton  FB  Sdn,  '85,  clean  .  $62,500 

*32'  Bayliner  3288  MY.  '86  .  $62,500 

30’  Sea  Ray  Sundancer,  '95 . $87,000 

*28'  Bertram  Sport  Fish,  '76 .  $39,500 

*28'  Fairliner,  '62 . $14,000 

28’  Silverton  Flybridge  Sdn,  '78  ..  $28,000 


SELECT  SAIL  BROKERAGE  LIST 


32'  BENETEAU,  1991 . Reduced 

34'  CAL  2-34, 1975 . $31,950 

34'  EXPRE88, 1987 . * . $70,000 

35'  J/35,1984 . $62,500 

37'  J/37,1988 . $112,000 

38’  MORGAN,  1979 . $68,000 

39'  NEL80N-MAREK . Inquire 


41'  SCEPTRE  (2) . from  $185,000 

42’  BALTIC,  1982  . $170,000 

54'  S  &  S,  1975  . $199,000 

60'  SCHOONER,  1995 . $385,000 

64'  DYNAMIQUE,  1983  . Reduced 

72'  SANTA  CRUZ  (part  comp)  Inquire 


400  Harbor  Drive,  Suite  B  •  Sausalito,  CA  94965 
(415)  332-9500  •  Fax:  (415)  332-9503 
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BROKERAGE 

Located  Central  Downtown  on  the  Boardwalk 

v  For  Our  Customers,  Free  Reserved  Parking 


100  BAY  STREET 
SAUSALITO 
CALIFORNIA  94965 

415-331-6200 

Open  Mon.-Sat. 
Sun.  by  Appointment 


42'  VAGABOND/WESTWIND,  '86 

Center  cockpit,  3  stateroom/queen,  alum,  spars, 
mod.  full  keel,  Avon  &  raft.  $1 28,000. 


44'  MASON  CRUISING  CUTTER,  '86 

GPS,  SSB,  AP,  B&G,  dodger,  two  double  berths,  Tech, 
refrig.  Make  serious  offer! 


39'  PILOTHOUSE  M0T0RSAILER  BY  LANDFALL 

Double  oft,  fine  heavy  weather  full  keel. 
Lower  steering.  $85,000. 


53'  CHE0Y  LEE  M0T0RSAILER 

In  mint  condition,  3  staterooms,  washer/ dryer, 
both  furling.  $465,000  or  best  offer. 


BEST  WATERFRONT  LOCATION  IN  BAY  AREA 
LIST  WITH  SAUSALITO  YACHT  BROKERAGE  TODAY!!!! 


BROKERAGE  •  MANAGEMENT  •  INSURANCE 


SELECTED  SAIL 


SELECTED  POWER 


□UC> 

NET 


MAC 


1450  Harbor  Island  Drive 
San  Diego,  California  92101 


1-800-71 -YACHT 

Fax  (61 9)  294-8694  •  (619)  294-4545 


28'  S-2  Yachts . $49,900 

30'  Coronado . $12,500 

30'  Catalina . $29,500 

30'  Lancer .  $22,000 

30'  Shock .  $16,900 

30’  Baba  Cutter . $63,000 

33'  CSK  Catamaran . $19,750 

33'  Norwest .  $49,000 

36'  Pearson  Ketch . $64,900 

36'  Pacific  Crealock,  '82 . $105,000 

38'  Cat  ketch  in  Mexico . $85,000 

38‘  Downeaster . $55,000 

40'  Irwin  Mark  II . $79,500 

42'  Garden  Porpoise  Cutter . $49,500 

42'  Westsail . $104,000 

42'  Cascade  Ketch . $79,900 

44’  Peterson . $107,500 

45'  Explorer  Cutter . $109,000 

46’  Kelly  Peterson,  '85 . $225,000 

46'  Oceanic  Cutter . $149,000 

47'  Perry .  $149,000 

47'  Van  Dam,  steel  ketch . $160,000 

48'  Mariner . $139,000 

50'  Force  .  $75,000 

51'  Formosa  PH  . $149,000 

53'  American  Marine . $149,000 

72’  Lancer  Motorsailer  '86 . $450,000 


91'  Steel  MS,  Argo  Shipyard  ..  $2,500,000 

I A  Boat  Show  Everyday  At  Our  Docks 


30'  Tolly  Craft  Sedan, '84 . $53,500 

31'  Sea  Ray  Sedan . $32,000 

31'  Sea  Ray  Exp . $33,994 

32'  Carver  Mariner,  '86 . $64,500 

32'  Bayliner  Avanti,  '89 . $55,000 

34'  Californian  Sdn  SF . $69,000 

34'  Silverton  Marin  Ex,  '90 . $75,000 

36'  MMC/PT34  Trwl  . $79,000 

37'  Scarab  Exp,  '91  .  Bring  Offers 

37'  Egg  Harbor  Sdn . $38,500 

40'  Bayliner  Bodega,  '83 . $84,500 

40'  Burns  Craft,  SF,  '82 . $79,900 

40’  Silverton,  MY,  '87 . $1 15,000 

42'  Carver  MY,  '87 . $225,000 

42'  Chris  Craft  DCMY . $64,000 

45'  Bayliner,  '88 . 3  from  $169,000 

45'  Hatteras  SF . $169,000 

50'  Stephens  SDNSF . $154,000 

50'  Marine  T rader,  trawler . $1 49,000 

52'  Baglietto  MY . $125,000 

53’  West  Bay  PH . $934,000 

55'  Symbol  PHMY,  '95 . $550,000 

56'  Tortola/N.  Sea  Tr . $285,000 

57’  Californian  Cpmy . $389,000 

57'  Chris  Craft  Const . $110,000 

60'  Hatteras  CV . $595,000 

60'  Vega  Marina  SF . $395,000 

60'  Hatteras . 2  from  $559,000 

68’  Romsdahl  Trawler . $330,000 

72'  Hatteras  MY . $1,150,000 

75'  Westide  MY . Offers 


Offices  conveniently  located  next  to  the  82'  Ft.  Bragg  Cstm  LRMY . $269,500 

San  Diego  and  Puerto  Vallarta  Airports.  1 1 0'  Broward  MY . $4,495,000 


TheMoorings 


YACHT  BROKERAGE 

MORE  LATE-MODEL  SAILBOATS 
THAN  ANYONE!  ANYWHERE! 


1990  BENETEAU  38 


1992  BENETEAU  445 


From  $68,000. 


From  $179,000. 


MORE  GREAT  PEATS 

32’  GEMINI,  '92  . 88,500 

32'  BENETEAU  32s5,  '90 . 46,500 

39'  JEANNEAU,  '91  . 95,000 

39'  PRIVILEGE  CAT,  '90 . 220,000 

40'  BENETEAU  405,  '91 . 99,000 

43'  BENETEAU  432,  '88 . 98,500 

44'  F-P  CASAMANCE  CAT,  '90  215,000 

50'  BENETEAU  500, 89 .  175,000 

53'  GULFST ARM/S,  '75  .  169,000 

CALL  OR  FAX  FOR  OUR  COMPLETE  LISTING! 


The  Moorings  Yacht  Brokerage 

2l60  S.E.  17th  Street  •  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida  33316,  USA 

(954)  462-3075  •  Fax  (954)  462-2440 


1991  HUNTER  43 

From  $115,000. 
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1/4  Mile  North 
of  S.F. 

Bay  Bridge 


...  iN.au 


BAY. 


658-9491 


T  S  L_  EE  S 


PERFORMANCE  BOAT  OF  THE  MONTH  CRUISING  BOAT  OF  THE  MONTH 


' 


CATALINA  38.  Better  than  new!  Super  clean!  Fast  &  fun! 


HUNTER  37.  Next  stop  Mexico!  Great  Bay  and  coastal  cruiser! 


ALLIED  36 

Serious  bluewater  ketch.  Very  roomy! 


CT  49 

Turn  key.  Ready  to  cruise 


FAIRWEATHER  MARINER  39 

Perry  design.  Lead  keel. 


MAJOR  OPPORTUNITY 


CATALINA  34 

Two  excellent  Catalina  yachts. 


CUSTOM  33 


LOCATION:  Easy  highway  &  waterway 

access.  Safe,  clean,  private 
marina. 

FREE  SLIP:  First  month  free  for  new 

listings  through  the  end  of 
January. 

EXPERIENCE:  strong  sales  and  marketing. 

Positive,  motivated 

professionals. 

■ 


TO  SELL  YOUR  BOAT 


PEARSON  365 

Big  and  comfy.  Serious  cruiser. 


BENETEAU  32 

All  the  toys  and  new  sails  =  FAST. 


CATALINA  25 


Been  there,  done  that,  ready  again! 

WKBmBMm 

| 

2  impeccable  yachts  w/new  interiors. 

SfcLtU  1  tU  SAIL  LIS  1 INUS 

1 

49' 

CT/Kaufman,  '86  ... 

$219,000 

36' 

Allied,  78 . 

. $49,900 

33' 

/ 

Hankinsen  (custom) 

'  $49,950 

28'  Herreshoff . 

.  $24,900 

46' 

Schooner,  '80 . 

..  $67,500 

36' 

Luder,  '69 . 

. $27,500 

32' 

Dreadnought,  '80 . 

$79,000 

28'  Islndr  Bahama,  '83  . 

$21,900 

43' 

Gulfstar,  '76 . 

.  $79,950 

36' 

Islander,  75 .. 

. $39,500 

32' 

Beneteau  32  R/C,'84  . 

.  $39,900 

28'  Pearson,  77 . 

$12,900 

42' 

Golden  Wave,  '82 .. 

$119,000 

36' 

Pearson,  77  . 

.  $45,000 

30' 

Pearson,  77 . 

$14,500 

27  Coronado,  72 . 

..  $7,995 

39' 

Fairweather  Mariner . 

$129,000 

35' 

Fast  345,  '84 

. $36,500 

30' 

Ericson  30+,  '85  . 

$25,500 

25'  Catalina,  '80 . 

..  $9,900 

37' 

Flying  Dutchman,  78 

..  $48,900 

34' 

Shock,  '86  .... 

. $45,000 

30’ 

O’Day,  78 . 

$19,950 

25'  Cal  2-25,  78 . 

..  $9,950 

37' 

Hunter,  '83 . New  listing 

34' 

Catalina,  '87  . 

.  $47,500 

30' 

Catalina,  75 . 

$19,500 

25'  Catalina,  '80 . 

..  $7,995 

(800) 

3300  Powell  Street,  Ste.  105 

Fax  (510) 

952-3242 

Emeryville,  CA  94608 

658-9521 
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39'  WESTSAIL  11.8  METER.  Bob  Perry 
performance  cruiser.  $115,000. 


40'  CHEOY  LEE  MIDSHIPMAN.  Roomy  center 
!  cockpit  ketch.  Beautiful  teak  decks  and  spars.  Perkins 
dsl.  Reduced  to  $69,500. 

"■gT 


33'  GURNEY/HUISMAN,  '68.  Aluminum  hull.  36'  ISLANDER.  We  have  four  available.  If  you're 

Strong,  lightweight,  fast.  Gurney  design.  Per,fectcouples  buying  or  selling  an  Islander,  see  the  experts  at  ABC 

bluewater  cruiser/racer.  Inquire.  : :  Yachts. 


*PMt«MM|iPp: 


.  PEARSON  36.5.  Completely  refurbished.  One  owner 
boat,  extensive  list  of  new  and  rebuilt  gear.  Reduced 
to  $52,600. 


FORCE  50,  78.  Pilothouse  ketch,  3  staterooms, 
spacious  aft  cabin,  propane,  refrig/freezer,  great  livea- 
boord  or  world  cruiser —you  choose.  Asking  $ 1 1 7,000. 


SELECTED  CRUISING  YACHTS 


SAIL 

LOD  BUILDER  YR  PRICE 

54'  ROBERTS  STEEL  '83  $305,000 

50'  FORCE  50  78  $117,000 

47'  GARDEN  KETCH  72  $67,500 

45'  COLUMBIA  73  $62,000 

41'  MORGAN  3  from  $61,500 


LOD  BUILDER  YR 

35'  ERCISON  72 

35'  MORGAN  72 

33'  HUNTER  s 
33'  GURNEY/HUISMAN '68 


38'  CABO  RICO 
38'  EASTERLY 
37'  HUNTER 


79  $79,000 

78  $39,000 

79  $45,000 


37'  HUNTER  LEGEND  '88  $84,500 

36'  ISLANDER  73  $44,500 

36'  ISLANDER  .  73  $35,000 
35'  ERICSON  72  $36,900 

34'  C&C  '82  $43,500 

36'  WATKINS  81  $49,500 


31'  CHEOY  LEE 
31'  SEA  EAGLE 
30'  ISLANDER 
30'  CAPE  DORY  MS 
30.5'BENETEAU 
30'  CATALINA 
30'  CATALINA 
29'  ERICSON 
29’  CAL,  70 


70 

» 

72 

87 
85 

88 
77 
74 

2  from 


PRICE 

$36,900 

$24,500 

$29,000 

$35,000 

$19,900 

$40,000 

$12,000 


$41,000 

$34,000 

$21,500 

$16,500 

$17,000 


POWER 

LOD  BUILDER  YR  PRICE 

53'  HATTERAS  79  $345,000 

49'  ALBIN  TRAWLER  80  $145,000 

48'  CHRIS  CRAFT  85  $210,000 

46'  CHRIS  CRAFT  '64  $69,000 

44'  LUHRS  70  $72,500 

42'  CHRIS  CRAFT  89  $62,000 

42'  HATTERAS  LR  $189,000 
41'  PRESIDENT  FDMY  81  $109,500 

35'  CHEOY  LEE  TRWLR  '84  $125,000 

34'  LUHRS  SF  '90  $78,000 

32'  UNIFLITE  79  $49,500 


We  need  your  cruising  sailboat  listing! 


41'  PRESIDENT  TRAWLER,  'Sl.Twin  Lehmans,  120hp 
each,  galley  down,  generator,  full  flybridge  endosure,  ra¬ 
dar,  GPS,  propane,  Norcold  refrig/freezer.  $95,000. 

" . 

I— 


42'  HATTERAS,  '80.  Perfectly  maintained  long 
range  cruiser.  Flush  deck  for  exceptional  room.  Air 
conditioned.  Twin  Detroit  4-53  diesels.  $189,000. 


f^—» 


40'  HERSHINE,  '83.  Very  well  maintained,  well 
found  double  cabin  trawler.  2  heads,  full  galley,  pres¬ 
sure  water,  excellent  liveaboard/cruiser.  $89,500. 


5H5 


37'  O'DAY,  '80.  Center  cockpit,  American-made, 

aft  cabin,  2  heads,  H/C  pressure  H20  in  both  show-  BRISTOL  35.5.  Ted  Hood  racer/cruiser.  Roller  furl  Jlm< 

ers,  under  500  hours  on  Westerbeke  dsl,  new  AP,  ing,  refrig,  AP,  Westerbeke  dsl.  Combi  depth/knot/  38'  CABO  RICO,  79.  Traditional  full  keel  world  CATALINA  38,  '80.  Not  your  ordinary  Catalina'  not 

SatNav,  elect,  windlass,  great  shape.  $42,000.  U!  wind  instrument  $45,000.  cruiser.  Exceptional  quality  and  finish.  $79,000.  your  usuol  Catalina  38.  Kept  pristine.  2  from  $46,000. 


39'  CAVALIER,  '80.  New  Zealand-built,  cruise  44'  HARDIN,  78.  Watermaker,  radar,  GPS,  AP, 

equipped,  beautiful  Kauri  wood  interior.  $82,500.  SSB,  SI  electric  windlass,  8-man  liferoft.  $1 1 9,000. 


54'  ROBERTS  STEEL  KETCH,  '83.  No  com¬ 
promise  3  staterm  cruiser.  Bright  light  oak 
interior.  Gleaming  blue  LPU  hull.  Teak 
decks.  New  engine,  more.  $305,000. 


49'  CT  CUTTER,  '86.  Immaculate  & 
well  equipped  cruising  cutter,  with 
recently  installed  electronics.  Teak 
decks.  Dodger/enclosure.  $219,000. 
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70'  CUSSIC 


40“’  YEAR  OF  BOAT  SALES  RIGHT  HERE! 

"The  Old  Hermit  Parker  Brokerage" 

Serving  the  Beating  Community  at  this  Lotatien  sinte  1 956. 

4  norpac  m 

YACHTS 


*  i,  4 
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32'  ROYAL  CRUISER.  Sloop,  l/B  engine,  Swedish 
built,  excellent. 

_ Asking  $10,0 


33'  HIGH  ENDURANCE.  Cruising  sloop.  Radar,  full  I 
electronics,  vane,  etc,  etc.  Bestbuih  F/G  boat  we've  ever  j 

Estate  asks  only  $61,500. 


36'  CAL  PETERSON  SLOOP.  DSL,  wheel,  Avon  &  I 
o/b,  etc.  Cruise  equipped,  well  maintained  and  im- 
proved. _  Asking  $29,000. 


ENDEAVOR  32.  Dsl.  Autohelm,  VHF,  depth,  shower, 
low  hours,  glass  Nice  boat  at  an  attractive  price. 

Asking  $29,900. 


WELLS  34/H ER R ESHOFF.  42'  LOA.  All  teak,  tradi¬ 
tional  beauty.  1/96  haul  &  topside  refinish. 

Asking  $34,900. 

'  . 


FREEDOM  25.  (28  +  LOA)  F/G,  0/B,  carbon  fiber 
mast,  cat  rig  w/  heads'l.  1982,  perfect  condition  and 
very  nice.  Asking  $1 3,900. 


SAN  RAFAEL  YACHT  HARBOR 

557  Francisco  Blvd.,  San  Rafael,  CA  94901 

(415)  485-6044  •  FAX  (415)  485-0335 


'-r*: 


THE  NORPAC  CREW 

GAN  SELL 
YOUR  BOAT 

Quality  Listings  Needed  Now! 

SAIL  OR  POWER 
NORPAC  OFFERS: 

•  The  best  high  exposure  location  in  Marin 
Sales  dock  right  on  Hwy.  101  freeway 

•  Advertising  •  40  years  of  boat  sales  at  our  docks 

•  Low  cost  berths  at  our  sales  dock 

•  Experienced  brokerage  crew  •  More! 


We're  selling  boats  and  need  yours! 
Call  now  for  a  spot  at  our  sales  dock. 


SAIL 

23'  RANGER  SLOOP . 3,500 

1 23'  CLIPPER  w/9.9hp  0/B  &  Irlr4,900 
1 24’ COLUMBIA  CHALLENGER  Try  2,100 

25  C&C/S-2,  like  new . 7,500 

25'MacGREGOR,  0/B,  '82  Ask  3,700 
|  26' MacGREGOR,  0/8,  PopTop,  Trlr, 

os  new . Ask  15,500 

1 27  CHEOY  LEE,  0/S,  dsl . 6,900 

27'ERICS0N,  l/B, .  12,500/offers 

1 28'MORGAN  0/1,  nice . 11,950 

287-28,  Danish  sip,  full  keel ..  4,000 

29'  COLUMBIA,  l/B . 9,900 

I  30' YWL,  cslm,  gls/ply,  loaded  17,500 
I  30'NEWPORT,  l/B,  nice.  ..  Try  10,900 
I  34  TANCOOR,  dsl,  excel ..  Ask  16,000 
1 36' FORMOSA  KTH,  dsl,  nd  wk  19,900 


40'  SEABIRD  YWL,  Cortensleel  36,000 
40' IRWIN  MKII,  dsl,  radar,  whl  79,500 
41' GARDEN  RICH,  new  dslAsk  75,000 
50'  COLUMBIA,  So.  Pac.vel...  79,000 
50' CAMPER  NICHOLSON.  Try  547,000 
61  'C&C,  ctr  cockpit  ketch  Try  310,000 

POWER 

14  B0STWHLR,  tlr,  0/B,  CVR ..  6,500 

16*REINELL  w/lrlr,  1/0 . Ask  4,500 

19'ARENACRAFTI/O,  trl . 4,500 

20'  SEA  RAY  AMBERiACK,  w/1 35  0/8, 

nice . Ask  11,500 

23'  SANGER  Pickle  Fork . 16,000 

24'BAYLINER5nbrg,'88..13, 900/offers 

24'REINELl CUDDY,  '95 .  18,900 

27' MONTEREY, trlr.  Melee  Try  12,000 


28'OWENS,  sed,  V8,  '70 . 8,500 

30'  CHRIS  CAVALIER,  eft  cond.  22,500 
30'TOLLY,  db!  cbn,  twin,  nice .  23,500 

31RIVAST.  TR0PEZ .  49,750  [ 

33'  AVANU EXPRESS, twins, more.  55,01 
34'  CHRIS  C.  '53  Sedan,  prft ..  29,500  I 
36'  UNIFUTEcrzghsbl, twins.  24,950 
37'CHRIS  CRAFT,  twin,  1 964Try  14,000  1 

38'CHRIS  Sdn  Dlx,  perfect .  45,000 

40' NUNES  CUSSIC .  67,000 

42' EXCALIBER,  '86,  hoi .  95,000 

43'  MATTHEWS,  F/B,  '65,  V8s  57,500 
43'CHRIS  CONSTELLATION,  nke/needs 

molors . 20,000 

52'STERNWHEELER,  Ivbrd .  76,000 

65' WHEELER  MA, '31  .  119,000/ofr 
II  O' CUSSIC  CHARTERBT,  needs  partner 


1 02'  CAMPER  NICH  Mtr  Yht.  Cmpft  refurb'95,  twn 
Gardner  dsk,  Vosper  stabilizers,  4  500  mi  range.  In  Ft. 
Lauderdale.  Our  exdv,  W.  Cst.  Asking  $1, 2(H), 000. 


|  49'  ALBIN  TRAWLER/SEDAN.  Twn  dsl,  F/G,  fly 
bridge,  Onan,  full  elec,  galley  up,  radar,  VHF,  Polaris, 
Loran,  etc.  Fine  vessel.  Asking  $139,000. 


: 


65'  CHARTER  VESSEL  49  pass.  +  4  certified  (ready  I 
for  GDI  update).  Twn  V871 N  dsls,  strong  &  spacious. 
Owner  financing  possible.  $275,000/offer. 


50'  STEPHENS  CUSSIC  Elegant,  pristine,  excep-  I 
tional,  excellent  equipment  &  electronics.  Ready  for  | 
cruising  in  Gotsby  style.  Asking  $1 25,0 


46'  CHRIS  CONNIE.  GM6V53  twn  dsl,  gen,  convos,  I 
well  maintained,  comfortable  cruiser,  Mexico  vet,  radar,  I 
etc.  &  more.  Asking  $75,000j 


AIL  M/Y  by  I 

dsk,  4.4kw  genset,  flybridge,  full  cover  &  much  more.  A  | 
|  magnificent  yacht.  Asking  $1 49,500. 


,  t:  ..  , 
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- THESE  AND  MORE  AT  OUR  DOCKS  — 


36'  STEPHENS  CLASSIC  SEDAN. Twin  6s,  servicable  | 

&  a  good  boat.  An  outstanding  value  at  asking  price. 

$14,900. 


28'  SAMURAI  SLOOP.  Bluewater  cruiser,  dbl  plank, 
l/B,  strong,  well  maintained,  good  equipment. 

Asking  $15,500. 


WE  CAN  ALSO  HELP  YOU  WITH  INSURANCE  FOR  CLASSICS,  WOOD,  OFFSHORE  RACING  &  CHARTER  BOATS 

CRUISING  INSURANCE  AND  ALL  OTHER  MARINE  INSURANCE  NEEDS 
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No  mildew  •  No  diVers  •  Fewer  new  zincs  •  Longer  lasting  bottom  paint  •  Lighter,  faster  boat  j 

___ 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  rewards  Carl  Ballard  ticked  off  in  a  few 
|  f  minutes  while  discussing  the  advantages  of  keeping  his  Catalina  30 

in  Nelson's  Marine  dry  storage  yard. 

Carl  bought  Missy  B  brand  new  in  1 985  and  has  sailed  and  raced 
her  very  actively  ever  since.  Last  spring  the  Catalina  needed  a  blister 
job,  and,  as  a  long  time  customer  of  Nelson's  Marine,  Carl  knew 
Nelson's  was  the  place  to  do  the  work.  While  the  boat  was  hauled 
out,  the  advantages  of  dry  storage  became  apparent  and  Missy  B 
became  a  tenant  at  Nelson's  Dry  Storage  Marina. 

Now,  almost  a  year  later,  Carl  has  nothing  but  praise  for  his  new 
marina  'berth',  Carl  races  actively  and  therefore  appreciates  keep¬ 
ing  the  boat  light  and  fast;  she  now  floats  almost  a  full  three  inches 
higher  oh  her  waterline  after  being  stored  out  of  the  water  for  so  long. 
Carlnolongerhastopayforandscheduleadiver,  he  hardly  ever  has 
to  replace  zincs,  bottom  paint  lasts  almost  forever,  and  there  is  a  lot 
less  wear  and  tear  on  the  boat.  The  interior  of  the  boat  remains  dry 
and  mildew  free, 

"After  all,"  Carl  stated,  "when  you  get  right  down  to  it,  salt  water  is 
the  enemy  of  today's  modern  boats.  Dry  storage  is  such  a  sensible 
and  easy  solution.  When  you  look  at  the  alternatives  you'll  find  dry 
storage  an  excellent  value." 

The  concept  of  a  dry  storage  marina  has  been  so  successful  that 
current  berth  space  is  limited.  However,  expansion  plans  are  under¬ 
way,  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  offer  this  service  to  many  more 
boaters  in  the  near  future.  If  you're  interested  in  taking  advantage 
of  our  dry  storage  facilities,  call  today  for  further  information  and 
availability. 


High  <6  dry  -  Carl  Ballard's 
Catalina  30  Missy  B 
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YOUR  FULL  SERVICE  MARINE  CENTER 

Blister  Repair  with  Ten-Year  Warranty  •  Prop  &  Shaft  Work  •  Rigging  •  LPU  Paints  •  Haulouts 
Fuel  Tank  Replacement  •  Store  on  Premises  •  Dry  Storage  Marina  •  Structural  Repair  •  Marine  Engine  Services 
Refrigeration  •  Woodwork  •  Electrical  System  Repair  &  Upgrades  •  R.O.  Watermaking 

Do-It-Yourselfers  Welcome 


CRUSADER  SALES  &  SERVICE 


SAILS  AGENTS 
ROLLY  TASKER  SAILS 


Call  for  a  quote  today 

(510)814-1858 


Nelson's 

Marine 

2229  CLEMENT  AVE. 
ALAMEDA  •  CA  94501 


mmm 


